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PREFACE. 


- •- 

The whole of these Sketches were written and piihlishcd, 
one by one, when I was a very young man, They were 
collected and rc-published while I was still a very young 
man ; and sent into the world with all their imperfections 
(a good many) on their heads. 

They comprise my first attempts at authorship—with the 
exception of certain tragedies achieved at the mature age 
of eight or ten, and represented with great applause to 
overflowing nurseries* I am conscious of their often being 
extremely crude and ill-considercdj and bearing obvious 
marks of haste and Inexperience; particularly in that section 
of the present volume which is comprised under the genera! 
head of Talcs, 

But as this collection is not originated now, and was very 
leniently and favourably received when it was first made, I 
have not felt it right cither to remodel or expunge, beyond 
a few words and phrases here and there. 


LojTiHiJf, 

Octottr^. 1S5<X 
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OUR PARISH. 


CHAPTER r. 

THE DEaTJIhE. TIIL rAD.Jg]1 £^-OINEp SCJlOOLViijTblt. 

How mudi ij^ conveyeil in those two —rtJiey are taken car^ of by tliP parish, 
short woi'ds-^** The Fai'i&li !'* Anti The man flr£>t negketfi^ and afterwards 
with how many tales of diatreaa aiul eannnt obtain, work—ho la relieved by 
misery, of broken fortune and ruined tlie parish; and when dii^trcai^ and 
hopes, too often of unrelieved wretch- diunkonnesg have' done their work 
odncati and aiieceaaful ktiaveiy, arc they upon him, he is rnaintajiicd, a haiiuleas. 
jLssociated ! A poor man. with small ' MLibliiig idiot, in the paiisli asyhim. 
eai’nings, and a large family, just ma- The parish beadle is one of tlie 
iiages to live on from hand to nioutli, | ]>crha]>s the most, iniportunt nieinber 
and to procure food from day to day ;of tlie local administration, lie ia not 
lie haa baiiely sutheient to ^ti^fy the ao well off as the churchwardens, cer- 
pi^sent cravings of nature, ^md can tainly, nor is lie so le&l'nt^d an the 
take no liet^l of the future, His tnaes veatry-eJerk, nor does lie order tilings 
are in arrear, quarter day ])afisfs by, quite yo much his own way as eillicr 
another quarter day arrives ; he can of them. Hut hiK power is very jfi'cat, 
procure no more quarter for litnniolfj iiotwitliatamling; and the dignity ot his 
and is summoned by—tlie parish, Hiy offico is never iinjialred by the absence 
goods arc distttniied, Ins children are nf efforts oti hia pait to iiiaintain it, 
crying wdth cold and hunger, and the The beadle of our parish is a splendid 
very bed on which his sick wife is fellow. It is quite delightful to hear 
lying, is dragged from beneath Lrt, him, as he exploins the state of tlie 
Wliat can he do 1 To whom is he to existing poor Jaws tn the deaf old 
apply for I'clief I To private charity ? ivoincu iu the boAiil-room-paBsage on 
To boDevolent itidividiialH? Certainly bufihiesj^ nights.; and to hear wliat he 
iiot^tbore is hia parialu Tliei’c ai'e i i^id to the senior dmrcli warden, and 
the parish vestry, tlie pariah inbmiarr, w'hat tlio sniior cliurcbwarden said to 
tlie parish surgeon, the pariaii oflicci'3, c him', aud vihat wc ” (the beadle and 
the parish be^le. Excellent in^ititu^ f the other gcntleimeTi), came to the 
tione, and gentle, klnddiearteti mm, dcLirmination of doing. A mlserabJc- 
^e woman dies—she ie buried by the looking w<iiuan is call^ into tJieboard- 
parislu The children have no protector room, and represents a caic of extreme 
No. 173. £ i 
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destitution, aftoctrun; htraelf—n Tf^idoiv, 
with iix Nma.ll oliildreu, Where do 
you Live * ** iiHiuirea one of tlie over¬ 
seers. I rents n two-pair taekn, fjen- 
tlemen^ nt Mrs. Brown'nj ffombpr 
Little KiTi;; Willlamas allty, which has 
live^l ihiiro Lhih fifteen year, fliitl knows 
me to Ire very hanhworking and indiiH- 
trioiis, fijnl wln’n my pnor hufehand was 
alive, gciitleitieiip as died in tlio hoa- 
Well, well/’ interrupts the 
overseer, taking a note of the jiddrt^ 
“1^11 Mn<t Siiimions, tTie Ireadic, to¬ 
morrow momiiiju, to nscertnin whether 
your Htflvy is correct; atid if hk I 
pobc yon must have an order into the 
Iltaise—Snntiionsj po to this wotnan's 
the lirst tiling to-morrow mornin;;, vill 
yonJ*’' Simmons bows astjcnt, mid 
usliera the ivoman oitt. Her jjrcvinns 
admit^tion of “ the hoard ** ^who al] alt 
behind books, and with tUeir hats 
on) faden ijito notlilng before her Td- 
spett for htr iucc-trimmod ^jonduclor ; 
and her account of what has posted in- 
Bide,iiicrcascB—ii that be po^iFiible—tlie 
marks of respect, aJiown by the assem¬ 
bled cniwd, to that solemn functionary. 
As to takinfr out a summons, it quite 
a hopeless ea«e if Simmona attends it, 
on hehair of the parislu He knows all 
the titles of the Lord Mayor by lieart* 
States the esse without a siiiirle etam- 
mor : and it is even reporlod that on 
one ocitiBioii he vetitured to make a 
joke, which tho Lord Alavor^s hcAil 
foritman (who happened to ho present) 
afterwards told an intimate friend, con¬ 
fidential W, waa almost equal to one of 
Mr. HohietS. 

See iiim cgaiit on Sunday in hia 
gtate-emit and cocked-liat« with a large¬ 
headed sf^ff for show in his kit hand, 
and a sinai] cane for uac iti his right. 
Ht>w pompously he marshals t!ic eliil- 
dren into their plact's i and how de¬ 
murely the little urchins look at him 
askarii'e ae he eurv^eya (hem when they 
aj^ nil aeated, with a glare of the eye 
peculiar to beadles ! The churchwar¬ 
dens and overseera being duly inslaUed 
in tlieir curtahicd pewa, he seats hnn- 
self on a iDaho^any bracket, erected 
expreealy'for him at tlie top of the 
aial^ and dividca hie attention between 


his prayer-book and the boys. Sud'- 
donly, just at the comment‘ement of 
the communion service, when Lhc whole 
cfinprefiation ifl hiii-hed intoa profipund 
silence, broken only by the voice of 
the olficfating eieig^ynian, n penny is 
heard to ring on ike sttne lioor of the 
aisle with astiumding cleomesa. Ob- 
ficrve tlic g^iiemlnhip of llic beadle. 
His involuntary ktok of horror is in- 
sEantly changed into one of perfect 
indi-Heronce, as if he were the only 
person present who liail not lieard the 
noise. Tho ardficc succeeds. After 
putting forth liis right leg now and 
tliuti, lo a feeler, the viclim who drop¬ 
ped the nmney ventures lo make one 
or two dHiuct dives after it ; and the? 
beadle, gliding softly round,‘salutes his 
little round bend, when it again ap- 
Ireal's above tin? seat, with divers 
<louble knocks, administered with thr 
cane bef<;ii‘c notiued, lf^ the intense de¬ 
light of ilii'ci' young nu n in an mijivccnt 
pew, who enugh violently at intervals 
until the cibireluHion tif (he Hcrmon, 
Such are a. few traits of the import-^ 
aneo and gravity uf a paHsh-bcadle— 
n gravity which has never been dis¬ 
turbed III any ease tlmt Jius ennio under 
our observation, esrept when the &er- 
vircs of that particularly iiacful ma- 
L‘liinc,a parish fire-engmn,arere(piiretlt 
then iuderd all ia hustle. Two iittle 
boys run to the beadle aa fast as their 
ieps will ean'y tUeiFj and report from 
their own pers^mal ohservatipn that 
Some neigh bn iii'itig chimney is ou iFire; 
the engine is hastily got out^ and a 
pJeiitital supply of lioyslreing obtained, 
and liavneKsed to it with ropes, away 
they rattle over the pavement,' the 
beadle, running—wef^n not exaggemt* 
—luiimiiig nt the 8i(ie*’unlil they arrive 
at Some house, smeilmg strongly of 
soof, at the door of whirh the beadle 
knocks with considerable gravity for^ 
hair an hour. A'o attcfntion being paid 
to tlieae manual applications, and the 
turn-cjck having turned on the water^ 
the engine tui'iis off amidst the shouts 
of tlie boys ] it pnlla up once itioi^ at 
the work infuse, .vml the beadle *' pulls 
lip'* tile unfortunate houwholder next 
day^ for the amount of his legal reward. 
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Wo ncrer a pHrinh en^de bt n 
regolar firo bwt once. It ctmc up in 
gAliA.rLt atylc^thrce mi]^ And A it All 
an liour, at least; lliere waa n capital 
supply df water and it was first on itie 
epot. Hang went tlie pumps — tlie 
people clisei'ed—the beadle perspired 
proiusely ; but it was unfortunately 
discovered, juist as they were going to 
put the fire out, that nobody uridcr- 
stood the procegfi by which tins engine 
was filled with water; and that eighteen 
boys, and a man, hEni cxliAUSted theni’ 
selves in pumpnig for twenty mlnutra. 
Without producing tlie blightoatenhot I 
The next in iinportance 

to the beaJlc, are the uiasier of the 
w'orkhnutie anii tho pEU'^ah achoolmas- 
ler» The vestry-clerk, as everybody 
linoWK, id a ah(U't, pndgv little niAn, in 
hlaek, with n thick gi>]d w.iteli-chain 
of eoiikulciiable icngih, tiiiTTiiiiA.ing in 
two largo seals and a key. He ia an. 
attoi'ucy ami gun^=rJUy iti a bust I a ; at 
no time more su, than when lie ii hur¬ 
rying to onine ^laroehial meeting, wath 
his ghivcB ciTi 111 pled lip in. one haiid, 
And a largo xvA bool: imdcr the other ^ 
arm. As to the chui'vhwardens and ■ 
ovora&ers, wtt excliulK lliern Allngetlier, 
becnu^j aJl we know ol them ih, tliat 


thuy aro iiMially respectable trades- 


^ « p I 

men wJio wear hats wuh linnm in dined j 
toflivtiiess, niLil who nci-atiionally tei^tify 
fn gilt lettoi^ oil a blue ground, in snine 
eousprctmns [lart of the cliuztih, to tlic 
imjiorlant l.iet of a gallery having been 
onlarged a ad beautiftenl, or an organ \ 

rebuiltn 

The master of the workhouse is not, 
in our pririt^h—nor he usually litany 
other—one of llnit of men the 

bettor part of whoso existence lias 
passed away, Atnl wdia drag out the 
remainder lu t*ome inferior altuatiou, 
with just enough tlinught of tlie past, 
to feel degraded by, and discontented 
with, the pres^nL We are unable to 
guess precisely to our own Sat>iilactitui 
what stAtlcu the thaii can iiare occu¬ 
pied before; wq ehmild tlimk 4 jc had 
heeti an inferior sort of attorney 
clerk, or else the master of a nulhuoat 
flohool^whatever he wa^ it is clear 
his present position is a change for the * 


better. His income is small certainly, 
ns the rusty black cost and threadbare 
velvet Collar di::inoiTAtrate : but then he 
hrea free of liouse-riMit, has a Ihuiled 
qJiowauce of coals and candles,, and an 
almost un I i mltecl al lo wan re of au t) lOri ty 
in his petty kingdom. Ho is a tali, 
thin, bony man ; always wears hlio^ii 
and black cotton qtockiugq with hts. 
surtout; and ryes j'ou. ns you pans his 
paHour window, as it he wibJied you 
were a pauper, just to ^ve you a spe¬ 
cimen of his power. He 19 ait adttiirable 
specimen of a nninll tyrant: morose, 
hrutiah, and ilLteTn|H!re[l; hu I lying to 
hie mfcriorsi, onngiug to his Hiipcrtors, 
and jca'ou» uf the lufiucncc aud autho¬ 
rity ot the heaille. 

Our flchivdma&tor is the very 
rerci'seof this autinblc olheiHL Helios 
bcL-noiicof tJiuse iirtu one occasiuiiully 
hears of, on wIiceu misfortune seems 
to have set her mark ; tjothing he 
ever did, or w:is coiu'orned in, apjieiu'd 
to iiavc pi!vis-]>ered. A rich olil rela¬ 
tion w'ln> hail brou;;]]t lum iip, and 
openly nniInuiiced bin inUmtiou of pro- 
vidiiLg for him, Lift him L€,l>U0f in hia 
wilh and rcviikcJ tile he4)uest in a 
ciKlieih Tims unexpectedly reduced 
to the uc^coMsity of piinviding for liim- 
self.iie pl^>cul^'d asituatiuu in a puiiUc 
office, ^I'he yfxiug idcri.s belsw him, 
died off us if tlierti were a phiguu 
anmng them ; but the oldi tdlowg: 
over his head, for the reversion of 
whoeo places Im was anxiously waiting, 
lived on and on, us if they were im¬ 
mortal. He spcculubcd and Luist. He 
speculated ngam, and won—^bat never 
gut ins lUuiiOy His tuleiits were 
gi-e^t; hia dispoait on, cosy, generous 
and libeml. rliR friernig profited by 
the One, and abuRed rhe other. Lobs 
succeeded h>ss ; miBrorluFio crowded ou 
misfortune ;cacli BUdci.'Befiv 0 day brought 
him ncjirer the vei^^c of ho^icLesB 
p«niiry, aphI the quondam friends who 
lind been warmest m their profo-iRiuti.t^ 
grew Htrangely cold ajiJ iuJiftcrent, 
fEe had children whom he Zuved, and 
A wife on whom he doted. Ths 
foiiner turned their bocks on him ; 
the latter died buoken-heArtedi^ He 
went with the etream—it had ever 

B 2 
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be«n hia fulling, and he had not courage Time and tniufortuDe have mei'Gifiilly 
sufficient to bear up against so jn$.tiy been permitted to Impair Ills memory', 
shocks—ho had never cared fur him-; and use Lae habituated him to his 
self, and ilie only being who had cared present coudition. Meek, unootnplain- 
for him, in Jiia poverty and distresa, ing, and eealous in the dtschar^ of 
wu spared to him no longer^ It was his duties, he has been allowed to hold 
at this period that lie applied for Jiis situation long beyond Ulc usual 
parochial reUefp Some kind-hearted period ; and he will no doubt continue 
man who hnd known him in happier to hold it, until infirmity renders him 
times, chanced to be churchwarden incapable, or deatli releucs hint. As 
Uiat yt^, and through his interest tlie greydieaded old man feebly paces 
was appointed to iiis present situation, up and down tlie sunny side of the 
He is an old man now. Of the little court-yard between school hours, 
many who onoe crowded round him it would be difficult, indeed, for 
in all the hollow friendship of boon- most intimate of his fbrtner friends to 
companionslnp, some have died, eomc recognise their once gay and happy 
have fallen hke Jiimself, sonc have asisociate^ in tlio person of the Pauper 
prospered'—all hare forgotten liim.| Schoolmaster, 


CHAPTER IL 

THE CUFtATC. THE OLD LiDY. THE tULP-fAY CaFTa|N» 

Ws commenced our last chapter will 1 1 spleninity^ Innumerable were tliC 
the beadle of our parlsli, because wo calls made by prudent mammae on 
are deeply sensible of tlie im^Kirtaneo our new curate, and innumerable the 
and dignity of Lie office. We will Jnvihitions wlUi whicli he woe assailed, 
begm tile present, with the clergyman.! and which, to do him justice, he 
Our cuL'ate le a young gentleman of readily accepted. If hia manner iit 
Buch prepcssesfiing appearance, and tlic pulpit had ci^^atcd an imprcesioji 
fascinating manners, Uiat witliiu one m his favour, the setiaation waa iu- 
month after his first appearance in creased tenfold, by his appearance in 
the porisht half the young-lady inha-i private circles. Pews iu the imine- 
bitajits wore melancholy with rcligmiij diate vicinity of the pulpit or reading- 
and the oilier half, <lcfi]>onding rntli desk rose in value i sittings in tJte 
Jove. Never were so many young centre aisle were at a premium : mi 
lad ion seen in oui' pm^iab-clmrch on inch of I'oom in the front row of tlio 
Sunday before } and iievec had the gallery could not he prtHiurcd for lovo 
little round angels" faces on Mr, Tom- or money; and some people even 
kins^s monument in the side aisle, went so far as ''hi aoBert^ that the 
beheld such devotion on earth os tliey three Miea Ui>owne, who hod lui 
all exhibited. He was about five-and- obscure family pew Just behind Che 
tw«TLty when he first came to astonish churchwardens*, were detected^ one 
the pbi'ifihionera. He parted lijs hair Sunday, in tJie free seats by the 
on the centre of his forehead in the commuuldn-tablef actually' lying in 
form of a Norman ai*ch, wore a wait for tlie turate as he passed to 
brilliant of the first winter on tlie die v^istry I He began to preach 
fourth finger of liis left hand (which extempore eermoiiB^ and even, grave 
he always applied to his left clieek papas caught the infectiou. He got 
when he read prayers), and had a ^ owl of bed at half-past twelve o^clock 
deep sepulchral voice of unusual' one winter^s >wght, to half-baptise a 
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w&^erwomiui'A cEHJ m a Blop-boAid, j 
and the grotitiide of the parlsliioners 
knew no bounds—tUe veiy church-^ 
wardens grew ^nerouBj and ineisted 
on the parish defraying the expense 
of the wafcch-box on wheel®, whieh 
the new curate had ordered forhlniBelfj 
to perform th« funeral aervioe in, in j 
wet weather. He ^nt three pints of ■ 
gruel and a f]uarter of a pound of ten 
to a poor woman who had Loon 
brought to bed of four smaJl children, 
nil at once—the parish were charmed. 
He got up a subscription for her—the | 
woman foi'tune was made. He spoke I 
for one hour and twenty-fivo minutes, 
at an anti-slavery meeting at tlio Gout 
and Boots—tlie enthusiaf;m was at its 
height. A proposal was set on foot | 
for presenting the cerate with a piece j 
of plate, aa a mark of estecni for his i 
valuable eervices rendered to the 
parish. The list of subBcriptlons was 
filled up in no time ; ihc contest wiia,, 
not who should escape the contribu¬ 
tion, but who should bo the foi'cniost: 
to subscrihe. A splendid silver ink-' 
stand was made, and engraved with i 
an appropriate inscription ; the cum to ! 
was invited to a public breakfast, at i 
the before-mentioned Goat and Boots ; I 
the inkiiitand was presented in a neat! 
speech by Mr.Gubbluts theex-churcli-1 
warrleii, and acknowledged by the 
curate in terms which drew' tears into 
tlie eyes of all present— flic very 
waiters were melted. 

Uiie would have supposed that, by 
this tidlb, the theme of univcrMil 
admiration wna lifted to the very pin¬ 
nacle of popularity. Ifo sudi thing. 
The curate began to cough; four fits 
of coughing one morning between the 
Litany and the Kpistle,and five in the 
aftemoou aervice. Here was a dis¬ 
covery—the curate was cooBumptivc, 
How interestingly melancholy ! Jf ^ 
the young ladies were energetic before, 
th^r sympathy aud eolieitude now | 
knew no bounds. Such a man as tlie 
curate—such a dear—such a Perfect 
love—to be consumptive I It wag too 
much. Anonymous preoents of black¬ 
currant jam, and lozenges, elastic 
waistcoats, bosom friends, and warm 


etockitigs, poured in upon tlie curate 
mitil he was ns completely fitted out, 
with winter clothing, os if he were on 
the verge of ms expedition to the 
North Foie : verbal bulletins of tho 
state of his lieAlth wero dreulatcd 
throughout die pariah half-a-dozen 
times a day ; and the curate was in 
the very zenith of his popularity. 

About this period, & change came 
over the spirit of the poriali. A very 
quiet, respectable, doling old gentle¬ 
man, who had officiated in our chapel 
of ease for twelve ycal's previously, 
died one fine morning, without having 
given any notice whatever of hia 
in tention, Tills circunistaii ce gave 
rise to coimter-senaatiou the first j 
and tlie airival of bis Huccessor occa- 
alonoil counter-sensation the second. 
He w'a^ a pale, tliiii, endavemus man, 
with large black eyes, and long strag¬ 
gling black hair : his dress was slo¬ 
venly in the extreme, hia muiner 
ungainly, his doctrines startling in 
short, he was in every res|}ect the 
antipodes of tlie curate. Crowds of 
oiLT female jmi'ishionei's docked to 
hear him : at first, because ho was j;o 
udd-iixj Iking, tlicii because bis face wbb 
£ 0 expre$sive,tlien because he preached 
JO well ; and at lost, because they really 
tlionght tJiat, after all, there was 
something about him which it was 
quite impossible to describe. As to 
tho curate, he was all very well ; but 
certainly, ^ei' all, tliere was no deny¬ 
ing that—that—ill short, tho curate 
woanT a novelty, and tho other ckrgjb- 
tnoii was. The inconstancy of public 
opinion is proverbial: the congrega¬ 
tion migrated one by one. The curate 
coughed till lio was black in the face 
—it was in vain. He respired witli 
diflicuLty^it was equally ineffectual 
in awakening sympathy. Seats ore 
once a^iu to be hod in any part of 
our parish church, and the chspel-of- 
ease is going to bo enlai^d, os it is 
crowded to suffocation every Sunday t 

The best known and most respected, 
among our parish ionet's, is an old lady, 
reflided in our parish Jong before 
our name waa registered in die list of 
baptisms. Our parish is a suburban 
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onC| And the oltl lady lives in a neat; 
TOW of houses in the most airy and 
pleasant part of it. Tlie house is her 
own j and it, and nverytbing about it, 
except the old lady hen^elf^ who Looks 
a little older than she did ten years ajfo, 
ia in Just the sanio state as when the 
old gentleman was living. The little 
front parlour^ whicU is the old kniy’a 
ordinary aitling-room, is a perfect pic¬ 
ture of guiet neatneas : ihe cai']>et is 
covered with brown Holland, the 
glass and picture-fnunes are carefully 
euvcLoped in yellow nmsUii i the tables 
covere are never taken ofT^ except 
when the leaves are turpentined and 
beesVaxedj an operation wiiich is 
regularly commenced every other 
Tnowing at half-past nine o^clock— 
and the Little iiicnacs are always 
arranged iu precisely the eatne milli¬ 
ner* The greater pai't of (lieae are 
presents from little girls whose parents 
live in the same row ■ but some of 
them, fiuch as the two old-fa^liioticd 
watches (whiji ne%’er keep the same 
tame, one being alwflys a quarter of an 
hour too slow, and the other a quarter 
of an hour too faet), the bttlc picture 
of the Princess Charlotte and Prince 
Leopold as they appeared iu tlie Rdyal 
Box at Drury-iaiie Theatre, and otlieis 
of the same class, have been in the 
old lady^fl poaseasion for many years. 
Here the old Lady elU with licr spec¬ 
tacles on, busily engaged in needle- 
work—near the window in summer 
^mc ; and if she aces you comiug up 
the step^ and you happen to he a 
favourite, she trots out to open tJie 
stnet door for you befoi^ you knock, 
and as you must be fatigued alter that 
hot walk, insisiB nu your swallowing 
two glasses of wherry before you exert 
yourself by talking* If you call in the 
aveuipg you will find Licr cheerful, 
but rather more serious than usual, 
with an open Bible on the table, before 
lier, of which ^ Sarah,who is just as 
neat and methodical ae lier irustrcaa, 
regularly reads two or three chaptera 
in the parlour aloud* 

The old lady sees scarcely any com¬ 
pany, except the little girls before 
noticed, each of whom luia always a 


^e|^ula^ fixed day for a periodical tea- 
drinkiiag with her, to whjc;]i the child 
Lookw forward as the }n*^ateet treat of 
its pxiateiice. She seldom visits at a 
greater diatunce than Uie next dtmr 
but one on cither side ; and when she 
drinks tea here, Sarah runs out first 
and knocks a double-knock, to pre* 
vent the poBi^ibiility ot her '* Miesl&^s^' 
catching cold by baving to wait at 
the door. She is very scrupulous in 
returning these little invitations, and 
when she asks Mr. and Mrs, So-and-so, 
to meet Mr. and Mrs* Somebody-clse, 
Sarah and slie dust the um, and the 
beat china tea service, mid the Pope 
Joan board ; and the vim Lei's arO 
received iu the di'awing-rcoiu in great 
state* Sh{i has but lew relations, and 
they are acattered about in difTerent 
parts of the country, and she aeldom 
Gees them. She has a son in India, 
whom she alwaye describes to you as 
a tine, handsome fdlow—so like the 
pi'ofib of Ins poor dear father over the 
sideboarii, but the old lady adds, with 
a monrtitul shake of the head, that he 
has always been one of her greatest 
triaie, and that indeed he once almost 
broke her heart ; but it pleased God 
to eiiabto her to get the better of it, 
and she would prefer your never men¬ 
tioning the subject to her,again. She 
hut a great number of pensioners: 
and on Saturday, after slie comcjj back 
fi-ora market, tliere is a regular levee 
of old men and women in the passage, 
waiting for their weekly gratuity. 
Her name always heads the Ant of any 
benevolent subscriptions, and hers are 
always the most liberal donations to 
the Winter Coal and Soup Distribu¬ 
tion Society, 8^0 eubscribed twenty 
pounds towards die ereclioii of an 
organ in our jiarish church, and waa 
BO overcome the first Sunday the chil¬ 
dren sang to it, that she was obliged 
to be' carried out by the pew-opener* 
Her entrance into churdi on Sunday 
is always the signal fur a little bustle 
in thf side alGle, cceaeloned by a 
general rise among the poor people^ 
who bow and enriey until tlie pew- 
opener haa ushered die old lady into 
her accustomed seat, dropped a re- 
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apedfal curtoy, and abut the door: 
and thfl satne coremnny is repeated 
on her leavinfif church, when site 
walka home with the famiJy nevt door 
but one, and talka abf>ut the aennon 
all the way, invariably openin;^ the 
conversation by asking tlie youngest 
boy w'Uere the text wa$, 

Thus, with the annual variation of 
a trip to some quiet place on tlie sea- 
coast, passes the old Judy’s life* It 
has rolled on in the same unvarying 
and benevolent course for many years 
now, and must at no distant period he 
brought to its final dose, SJie looks 
forward to its termination, with calm’ 
ness and without apprehension* She 
has everytliing to hope and nothing to 
fear. 

A very different personage, but one 
who has, rendered himsejf very conspi¬ 
cuous in our pnmh, is one of the old 
lady’s next door neighbfiurs lie is 
an old naval otiicpr on half-pay, and 
his bluff and uneeremonious bdmviouF 
disturba the old lady^s domestic oco 
noeny, not a little. In the first place 
he wUl smoke cigars in tlie front enurtr 
and when he w'ants homething to drink 
with them —which is by no moans an 
nneummon circum&taiiee—he liftM up 
the old Udy’s knocker with hig walk¬ 
ing-stick, and demands to have a glass 
of table ale, handed over the raiK. 
In addition to tlds cool proceeding, lie 
is a bit of a Jack of ail trades, or to use 
his own words, iTgular Robinson 
Crusoe uotinug delights him 

better than to experimentalise on the 
old lady’s property* One morning lie 
1^01 up early, and planted tiirce or 
four mots of fuU-gn^w'n marigolds in 
every bed oi her front garden, to the 
inconceivable ajitonishment of the old 
lady, who actually tliuuglit when she 
got up and lo{>ked out of the window, 
that it was siime strange eruption 
which had come out in tlic night. 
Another time be took to piecea tiio 
eight' day chick on tho front Unding, 
under pretence of clcaziing the^orks, 
which he put togetli&r again, by some 


undiscovered process in so wonderful 
a manner, that tlie large hand hu 
June nothing but trip up Uio little one 
over since. Then he teok to breeding 
silk’Worms, which he moiitd briiiir in 
two or three times a day, in little 
paper boxes, to show the old lady, 
generally dropping a womt or two at 
every visit* The consequence 
that one mornttig a very stout eilbi- 
worm was discovered in the act of 
walking up stairs-^probably with the 
view of inquiring after his friends, for, 
on further inspection, it appeared that 
suiTie of Ills companions had already 
foumd their way to every room in the 
house. The old lady nent t^i the sea¬ 
side in despair, and during her absence 
he completely eflfaeed the name from 
her brass dooj>pUte, in his attempts 
to polish it with aqua-fort is* 

Rut all this Is nothing to his sedi¬ 
tious conduct in public life* He 
attends every vestry meeting that is 
held ; aiwayft opposes tlie constituted 
authorities of the ]iarish, denounces 
the ptodigacy of the church wardens, 
contents legal points againet the vestry- 
clerk, will make the mx-j^therLT call 
for his money till ho w'on*t call any 
ioiigrr, and then he sends it: finds 
fault with the sermoTi every Sunday, 
says that the oigajiist ought to be 
aeiiamed of himijcir, offoi^ to back 
him self for any amount to sing the 
psalnis better than all the cliildrea 
}iut together, mala and femalo; and, 
ill short, conducts himself in the most 
turbulent und upimrioua manner* 
The woi'^t of it is, that having a high 
regard for the old lady, he wants to 
make her a convert to his views, and 
therefore walks into licr little parlour 
with his newspaper ui hie hand, and 
talks violent politics by tlie houi'* He 
18 a charitable, open-hearted old fellow 
at bottom, after all ; so, althougl^he 
puts the old lady a little out oecaston- 
ally, they agree very weLL in the main, 
and she Inugha os much at each feat of 
his liandiwork when it is all over, as 
anybody el«. 
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CHAPTER HI* 

TH£ four SIStERS. 


The tow of liousea in ^vliicli the eltl 
Ifljy and her twubleeoTnc neighbour 
reuide, comprises, beyond all doubtj a 
greater number of characters within iU 
circumscribed liniita, than ail the i^st 
of tJie pariah put toother, A a we 
cannot^ consistently with our present 
plan, howcTei', entMid the number of 
our parDchial sketches beyond it 
will W better, perhaps, to select tlie 
most peenhar, and to introduce them 
at once without furtiicr preface. 

The four Miss Willises, then, settled 
in oar parish thirteen years afto. It 
IS a melancholy reflection that the old 
adage, *^time and tide wmt for no 
man,” applies with equal force to the 
fairer portion of tbo creation j and 
willingly would wc conceal the fact, 
that even thirteen years ago, the Miss 
WillUes were fnt from juvenile. Our 
duty as faithful parochial chroniclei'S, 
however, is paramount to every other 
consideration, and we are bound to 
state, tliat thirteen yearn since, the 
autliurities in luatrinmnial cases con¬ 
sidered the youngest Miss Willis in a 
very precmdous state, while the eldest 
sister was piMitiveiy given over* hs 
being far beyond all human hope. 
Well, the Mi.ss Wiiliwa took a lease 
of the liouflo ; it was fresh painted and 
papered from top to bottom: tlic paint 
inside was all wainscoted, Uie marble 
all cleaned, tlie old grates taken down, 
and regiater-atovea, you eould see to 
drees bjj put Up ; four trees were 
planted in tlie back garden, several 
small baskets of gravel sprinkled over 
the front one, vans of elegant furniture 
arftved, spring blinds were fitted to 
the windoTi'S, carpenters who liad been 
employed in tlie various preparations, 
altcrationB, and repairs, made con¬ 
fidential statements to the different 
inaid-servantfl in the row, relative to 
the magnificent scale on which the 
Miss Willises were eomnienciug ; the 


maid-servaiite told their Jlissiees,” 
the Misdses told their friends, and 
vague rumours were circulated th rough- 
out the parisii, that No* ^ 5 , in Gordon- 
place, had been taken by four maiden 
ladies of ImuienBO property. 

At la 5 t> the Misa WiUJees moved 
in; and then the calling” began. 
The house was the perfection of neat^ 
nc 63 —so were tlie four Miss WJIlises, 
Every thing was formal, stiff nud 
cold—so were the four Miss Willisce, 
Kot a single chair of the whole eet waa 
ever seen out of its place—not a single 
Miss Willis of the whole four wits ever 
seen out of hers. There they always 
sat, iu the same places, doing precisely 
the same things at the same hour. 
The eldest Mias W’illifl iiaed to knit, the 
second to draw, the two others to play 
duets on the piano. They soemed to 
have no sepu^te existence, but to have 
made up their niiuds just, to winter 
through life together. They were 
tliTOB long graces in draiierj', with the 
addition, like a uchoohdinner of au- 
otlier long grace afterwarda^tlie tiiree 
fates wJUj another sister — tlie Siamese 
twins multiplied by twu. The eldest 
Miss Willis grew bilious—the four 
M iss Willises grew bi Hr ms im medi ately. 
Tho eldest Mias Willis grew iU-tem- 
pered and rc]igiouS"t[ie four Miss 

Wiilifics lA'ere ill-tempered and reli¬ 
gious directly. Whatever the eldest 
did, the othcre diJ^ aad wliatever any 
body else did, they all diaapproved ol; 
and thus tlicy vegetated—living in 
PoliU’ harmony among themselves, 
and, as tliey sometimes weut out, or 
! saw company ** m a quiet-way" at 
; home, occasionally iceing the iicigh- 
I bours. Three ycora passed over in 
j this vay, when an unlooked for and 
extraordinary phenomenon occurred. 
The Miss WlLlisca showed symptoms 
^ of summer, the frost gradually broke 
up ; a complete thaw took place. lA'ns 
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i% jtoualblie I ociK of the f^mr Miss 
Williocs Willi goLn^ to be mimed I 
Kow, wlietis t>n earth tlia huubiuid 
cBine fromj by what feeUnge Ul* poor 
man could hu-ve been actuated, or by 
whit process of retsoning the four 
Miss Willieea aucceedcil lu persuading 
tlienuiclves iltut it was pctseiblc for a 
man to usarry one of tliem, wjchout 
mai'ryiiig them all^ o™ quosUona too 
profound fcji- US to iiesolve : cei-tain it 
19, houTevcTj that the visits of Mr» ^ 
Tlobinsoit (a gentleman, tn a public 
ofHcc^ wLtli a good sidary and a little 
property of his owe, beside) were ro- 
cciveii“lliat the four Miss Williaes 


hid amved iji a cab ten minutes 
before^ dressed in, a blue coat 

and double-mil led kersey pantaloons^ 
white JiecLerekicrj pumps, au4 dress^ 
gloves^ b)9 mauner dendting^ as ap-^ 
peaiv^d fimm tbceviitence of the liouse- 
maJd at No. ^rho Wfla stveeping 
tli« door-ateps at the time, a consider¬ 
able degree of nervous excitement. It 
wua ab$u hastily reported on tlie same 
teHtimDn}^ tlmt tlie cook tvlio opened 
door, wore a large white bow of 
unusual dimensionsj in a much smarter 
hcad-di'ess than tV>o regnlation cap to 
which tJie Miss Willises invariably 
i^Stricted die somewhat excursive 


Were courted in due lomi by tile said taste of female servants in general. 
Mr, Robinsou—that lUe iicighbonta Timint«Higcnca Hpreatl iiLpidly from 

Were petfectly frantic In their anxiety ' house to house. It was clear 

to iliacover which of the tour Miss t that the eventful morning had at length 
Willises wns the foi-tunate fair, and arrived ; the whtilu mw statlcncil 
tflat tliti difticliUy tlicy expcnenced ' tlioinselves hehind their first and 
iti solving tlie prublem W'AS not at aU ^ wcunil fl<ior blinds, and walled tlie 
lefi^ncd by the announremeiit of tlie result in breathless expectation, 
eldest Mies Willis,—“ Ifc arc going to At Wt the Miss AVilli^jes^ door 
marry Mr. Hobinson.^- opened ; the doer of the first gloss- 

Jt Was very extraurdinary. They roach did the haiiic. Two gentlemen, 
w'cix^ so completely identified, tlic one * and a pair of ladies to correspond— 
with tlie other, that the ennoslty of j friends of the family, no doubt; up 
the whole row—even of the old lady i went the steps, bang went the door, 
herself'—was roused almost beyond ! off vrent the lii^st glass-coach, and up 
euduvauce. The BUbjeet v/m discussed | eatoe tlie second. 

at every little card-btble and tca-| The street-door opened again ; fJio 
drinking. The old gentlenian of atlk- | cKcitediont of the whole row increnaed 
worm notoriety did not lieeitate to —Mr, Bobinsoii and the eldest Miss 
exfircss his decided opinion that Mr. Willis, f thought so,^’ said tlio lady 
Kobinson was of Eagtcni descent, and at No. I,') ; “ J always said it waft J//iJ 
Contemplated marrying the whoJe WilHs!"—Well, I never!’* ejacn- 
famJly at once ; and the row, genu- latcd the young lady at No. Ill to the 
rally, bheok tlieir bciuls with considcir- young lady at No. 17-—“Hid you d^r, 
able givLvity, and dcclaii:d the hu^- dear 1" rc^|K>ndcd ilie young lady at 
iieas to be very mysterious. They! No, 17 to the young lady at No, IB, 
hoped it might all end well;—it' too lidienlouKl” exclaimed a 

certainly had a veiy slog^dar appear^' spinatt^r of on wucertain age, at No. IB, 
aace, but still it wouhl bo nnehart- jnining in the eenvcrsatioii. But who 
table to expi^esH any opinian without shall ponrtray * tlie astonishment of 
good groundH to go upon, and ccrUniuly Gordoii-place, when Mr. Hubiuson 
the Miss Willises w ere old enough handed in tho Mies Willises, one 
to judge for tliemoelves, and to M After the other, nnd then squeezed 
mire people ought to know their own I himsolf Into an acute angle of the 
bimnesa beat, and po forth. * gtasB-cOfich, w'hieh forthwith proceeded 

At Lost, one fine moiTiing, at a at a brisk pace, after the other glaea- 
quarter before eight o^clock, A »i., two ^ coAch, whiclt other glat*-coach had 
gloso-coachee drove up to the Misa j itself proceeded, at a hrisk pace, in the 
Willises’ door nt xvhieh Mr. Robinson ; direction of the parish church. Who 
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ahall depict thc! perplexity of the cter^ 
^ymarif ^hen <iU tl\& Mins Willisea 
kiifit down at the communion table, 
and repeated, tlie rcapcufles Lncideistal 
to the TnarHa;je service in an audible 
voice—or wlirj iliall deiscribe ihe con’- 
fusion winch prevailed, when —even 
after the d>f!icuUtea thus occasioned 
had been adjusted-—dif the MiasWil- 
lisca went Lata hysterics at the coii- 
oluidiion of the ceremony, until tho 
aacred cJiftcc resouuded with their 
uoited wailm^s! 

Aa the four siatci's and Mr. Robin¬ 
son continued to occupy the same 
house after this memorjible uecasiun, 
and aa the married sister, whoever she 
was, never appeared iu public without 
the odier three, we are not (jtiitc clear 
that the neighbours ever u'ould have 
discoToml tbe real Mrs. Robinson, but 
for a circnmatnnccof the most gratify¬ 
ing description, which ieiil happen 
occuMonaliy in the best regulated famt- 
liws. Three quarter-day^ ehpaed, and 
the lYiw, 00 whom a new light appeared 
to have been bursting far some time, 
began to Speak with a ^rt of implied 
confideuce on tho Bubject, and to 
wonder bow Mi's. Robinson — the 
youngest Miss Willis that was—got 
on f and servants might be seen run¬ 
ning up the steps, about nine or ten 
o'clock every morniTig, with ■* Misiias’s 
GomplimciitH, and wieUes to know how 
Mrs. Hotinsou finds herself tins mom- 
ing!'^ And die answer always was, 
** Mrs, Robmsott'fl compliments, and 
nbe'» in very good Hpirits, and doeijii''t 
find lieraelf any worse.” TJie piano 
was heard no longer, the knitting- 
need lea were laid aside, drawing was 
ucgloclod, and mantua-mJiking and 
mdliuery, on the smaJlest scale imagtn- 
nble, appeared to have becoiuc tfie 
fav[iurite amusement' of the whole 
family. The parlour wasn't quite m 
tidy aa it used to be, and if you called 


in the morning, you would see lying 
on a table, with an old newsp^aper 
Carelessly thrown over tliem, two or 
three particularly small caps, rather 
larger than if they bad been made for 
a moderate-sized doll, with a small 
piece of lace, in the shape of a horse- 
dioe, let in behind : or perhaps a 
white robe, uot very large iu circum¬ 
ference, but very much out of propor* 
tion in point of length, with a little 
tucker round the top, and a frill round 
tho bottom ; and once when we caUed, 
WG saw a long wliite roller, wi th a kind 
of blue margin doTvn each aide, tho 
probable use of which, we were at a 
loss to conjecture Then we fancied 
that Mr, Dawson, the surgeon, Ac., 
who displays a lai^ lamp with; a dif¬ 
ferent colour in every pane of glassy 
at the comer of the row, began to be 
knocked up at niglit oftener than ho 
used to be j and once we were very 
much alarmed by hearing a liackney- 
coach stop at Mrs. liobinsriu's door, at 
half-past two o'clock in the morning, 
out of wiiiL-li there emerged A fat old 
woman, in a cloak and nightcap, with 
a bundle in one hand, ami a pair of 
patteiifl ill the other, wlio looked oa tf 
she had been suddenly knocked up out 
of bed for some verv special purpose. 
When we got up in the inuriiing we 
fAvr that the knocker was tied up in an 
old white kid glove i and we, lu our 
innocence (we were in a state of 
bachelorship then), wondered what cm 
eaith it all meant, until wc heard tho 
oldest Miss Willis, in jtroprid persf^ndj 
say, with great diguitv, in anawer to 
the next inquiry, *’Jlfy compliments, 
and Mrs. Rohliison's doing as well as 
can be expected, and the little girl 
thrives wonderfidly,*' And then, in 
oommnn witli the rest of the row, our 
curiosity wns SHtisfied, and we began 
to wonder it had never occurred to us 
what tJie mutter was^ before.. 
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CHAPTER I?* 

TIlf5 ELECTIOS FOR BF;ADLI:. 


A great evtiint lja3 I'cceiitly octiirred 
Eti ottr paribh. A <!0nt€i9t{it paraificiiiiit 
liiiA jut^t temainutCiL ] a ptu'o- 
chial convulsif«i luis taktri place. It 
lifts teen sncceeded by a glorious 
ti'iunipb, vhich llio cnuntry—or at 
least tlie parisli—it is all the same— 
will lauj vemember. We have had ati 
clecttuii j an election for beadle. The 

eopporters of tJie old beadle system 
have been defeated in their strong 
holdj and the aiEvoqatca of the j^'nt 
new Ihcadle principlet have ocijieved a 
proud victory. 

Our pai'isli* wliich, like all other 
pariMhe^j is a little wodd of its owuj 
ha^J lou" been divided irito two parties^ 
whoae oouteiition?. ^luinberinj;' for a 
while^ have never failed to burst forth 
with unabated vigour^ on any occaaion 
on which they could by poEfiibility be 
I’oncwed, Watching-rates, lighting- 
rates, pa V iiijy - rates, sc wers - ratca, 
fhurch-i'ates, poor's-rates—all sorts oi 
rate^^g have been in their tiirnH tJie 
subjecls of a grand struggle ; and aa to 
iiueitioaa of ^mtronago, the asperity 
and deCcimlDation with wliieh th«iy 
have been contested la searocly 
credible. 

The leader of the olficia] ppty—the 
steady advocate of tlie clmrcUwartlcns, 
and the utiflmching supporter of the 
nvcrse^i’s—is an old gentlemaa who 
lives in our row. lie owns ^mc luilf 
doxcii liousca iu it^ and oJways wallis 
4111 the opposite side of the way, sip that 
bo niay be able to take in a view of 
the whole of hi$ property at once. He 
ia a tall, tliin, bony man, witli an in¬ 
terrogative nose,, and little rcstlcsis 
parking eyes, which ap|>enr to have 
been given him for tlie solo purpoi^ ol 
piping inbi otiicr people’s IfTatrs 
with. He is deeply impressed with 
the importance of our parish business, 
and prides hiin^^lff not a little, on his 
style of addressing the panshioners in 


vestry assembled. Hi& views are 
mtJier confined than extemdve ; his 
principles nlitre narrow than Liberal. 
He has boon heard to declaim very 
loudly in favour of the liberty of the 
press, and advocates the repeal of the 
stamp duty on papers, bcuanAC 

the daily journals who now have a 
Dintiopoly of the public, uever give 
vcfbfUivt report? of vestry jneetingB. 
Ho would jint appear egotistical for 
the world, hut at tlie fiume time be 
must say, tliat lliere are speedieo— 
that celebrated speech of his own^ on 
tho emulunients of the sexton, and the 
dutiefl of lliO otticc, for inHEance—which 
niiiiht be communicated to the public, 
greatly to their improvement and ad¬ 
vantage. 

ihg great opponent hi ]>n.blie life lU 
Capt'Lin Purdny, the old navd officer 
on half-pay, to whom wc have already 
introduceil our readers. The captain 
being a determined opponent uf tho 
constituted uutlioritu^e, whoever they 
tnay chance to be, an dour otlier friend 
beinjf their steady supporter, with an 
equal tlisregard of their individual 
merits, it ivijl readily he supposed, tliat 
occHaious for flicir coming into direct 
collision arc neither hw nor far be¬ 
tween* They divided fiie vestry four¬ 
teen times on a motion for Lieating the 
church with warm water instep of 
cokIs: and mndospeeches about liborty 
and expenditure, and prodigality and 
hot water, which threw tho whole 
parish intoa state of oxcitemeut. Then 
the captain, w‘hcn he was on tlic visiting 
committee, and his opponent uvereeerj 
brought forwjird eertam diafiaet and 
fipeeihe cJiargcs relative to tlie manage¬ 
ment of the workhouse, boldly ex- 
prcBScd his total want of confidence in 
the exisling autiioritleo, and moved 
for *' ft copy ol the recipe by whicli the 
paupers’ poup was prepared, t/igeiher 
witii ftiiy documents rein ting thereto.” 
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This th& ovewer 8te«Ui1y reaieted j lie to if the office of beadle were originally 
fortified himeelf by precedent, appealed iDstituted as an encouragement lor die 
to the edtablislied usage, and declined propagation of the human epeciee* 
to produce the papers, on the ground | ^ Bung for Beadle. Fire smati chil^ 
of the injury that would be done to , dren 1"—^ HopLinH for Beadle. Seven 
the public service, if documents of n i small children!!’’ — " Timkins for 
fttrictly private nature,passing between ! UeadLCn ^Kioo small childi^n 1! 
the master of the workhouHc and the j Such were the placards in large black 
cook, were to be thua dragged to light letters on a white ground, winch were 
on the moliou of any in dividual member plenti fully pasted on the walls, and 
of the vestry, TJie inoiion was lost by posted in tlie windows of the principal 
a majority of tw^n • aivd then the ^ shops^ Timh ins’s success was cou- 
captain, who never allows himself to j sidered certain : sin'em] mothers of 
b« defeated, moved for a committee of' fnmilieti half promised their votes, aud 
inquiry into the whole subject The tlie nine small children would hare 
afl'air grew serious : the questton was ! run over the coun^e, but for the pro- 
discusaed at meeting after meeting, ductioii of another placard, announcing 
and vestry after vestry ; speeeheji were j the appearance of a atill more meri- 
made, attacks repudiated, personal de^ | torioiis candidate. Spruggtne for 
fiances exchanged, explanations re- | Beadle^ Ten small children (two of 
ceived, and the greatest excitement! them twins), and a wife!!!’' There 
prevailed, until at last, just ae the was no resisting lliis; ten amall chib 
question was going to be Hnahy decided, dren would have been almost irrcf^ 
^le vestry found that somehow or avstible in tliejnselvca, wltliout the 
other, they had become entangled in a ; twins, but tlio touching pareutiiesis 
point of form, from which it was im- about that inteitAting production of 
possible to escape with jiroprlciy. So, nature, and the still more touching 
the motion was dropped, and every j alluHion to Mi-s. Sprung!ns, must 
body looked extremely important, and ; eiisur# s^iceess. Spruggma wm the 
Beemed quite sati^ihed Midi the meri- j favourite at once, and the appearance 
torioua nature of tho whole prriceediug^ j of hia lady, as she went about to solicit 
This was til 0 state of affairs in our | votes (wliicli encouraged confident 
parish a week or two siucf', w'hcu Sim- ; hopes of a still furtlier addition to the 
mons, the beadle, nuddculy died. TLie ' house ofSpittggina at no remote period), 
lamented deceased liad over^cxerted ; in creased the general prcpoaseesioii In 
himself, a day or two previously, in his favour. The otliOr candidates, 
conveying an aged female, highly in- Bung alone excepted, resigned in 
toxicated, to the strong room of tile despair. The day of election was 
workhouse. The excitement thus oc- fixed; and the canvass proeeDded Mith 
casioned, added to a severe cold, which briskness and perseverance un both 
thia indefatigabfe officer hod caught in sides. 

his capacity of director of the pariah The luciubers of the vestry could 
engine, by in advertently playing over not be Eupposed to cceape tlie coutn-. 
himself instead of a hre, proved too gious excitement inseparable from the 
much for a constitution already en- occasion. TJie majority of the lady 
fcebled by ago; aud tlio iiitellignuce > iiiluiblhuita of tlie parish declared at 
was conveyed to the Beard one evening onae for Spi'uggiris ; and the quondam 
that Simmons had died, and left his overseer took the same side^ on the 
respects. ground that men witli large families 

The breatli wae scm'cely out of the always had been elected to the office, 
body uf the deccDACd fimctionaiy,Mliea aud sthat although he must admit, 
the field M'Os filled with competitotH for that, in ether reapects, Spruggins was 
the vacant office, each of whom I'eated the ieset qnalifleil candidate of the 
his cLaimale public support, entirely on two, still it was an old pFactice,! and 
the number .%ud extent of his family, lie no reasoa why an old pi'acliice 
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fihcjuld b« departed from. This waa 
enough for tlie i^aptAio, He imme- 
diately uded with Butsg, canvassed 
for him personally m all directions^ 
wrote squibs on Spruggine^ and got 
his buttmer to skewer them up on 
conspicuous joinU in his shop-front; 
frightened his neighbour, the old lady, 
into a palpitation of the heut, by liis 
awful denunciations of Spruggius'a 
party ; and bounced in and out^ and 
up and down, and baokwarda and 
forwards, uutil ail the sober inhabit¬ 
ants of tile parish thought it inevitable 
that he must die of a hraiu fever, long 
before tlie election began. 

The day O'f election arrived. It wns 
no longer &a individual struggle, but a 
party contest between the ina and nuts. 
The question was, whetiier the witlier- 
iiig influence of the overseers, tlie 
domination of the churchwardens, and 
the blighting despotism of the vestry- 
clerk, should be allowed to render tile 
election of beadle a form—a nullity : 
whether they should impose a vostry- 
elected beadle on the pai-ish, to do 
their bidding and forward their views, 
or whether the parishioners^ fearlessly 
assertingtlicir undoubted rights, eliould 
elect an independent beadle of tlieir 
own* 

The nomination was fixed to take 
place in the vestry, but m> great was 
tlie throng of anxious spectators, that 
it was found nECcssary to adjourn to 
the church, wheiii tiie csrcinony com¬ 
menced widi due solemnity. The ap¬ 
pearance of the churchwardens and 
overseers, and the ex-churchwardens 
and cx-oveKeers, with Sprnggiris in 
the rear, excited general attention* 
Sprugglns was a little thin man, in 
rusty black, with a long pale face, and 
a countenance expressive of care and 
fatigue, which might either be Attri¬ 
buted to tlic extent of his family or 
the anxiety of his feelings His oppo¬ 
nent appeared in a enfit-off coat oi tlte 
captain—n blue coat witli bright 
buttons; white troueeiu, and •that 
description of shoes familiarly known 
by the ap^xfllation of hiph-lowsi.*^ 
There was a serenity in tlie open 
couateuance of Bun^—a kind of mord 


dignity in his confident air—an "1 
wish you may get it” sort of expree- 
etou iu hia eye—which infused anima- 
tlou into his supporters, and evideutly 
dispirited hia oppouentfi* 

The ex-church warden rose to pro¬ 
pose Thomas Spruggina for beadle, 
lie bad known him long. He had bad 
his eye upon bim closely for jeaiH; 
he bad watched him with twofold 
vigilance for months. (A parishioaer 
hei*e suggested tliat ^is might be 
termed ** taking a double sighV^ but 
the observation was drowned in loud 
cries of “ Order [ He would 
repeat that he had had his eye upon 
iiim for years, and this he would say, 
til at a more well-conducted, a more 
well-bciiaved, a more sober, a more 
quiet man, with a moro weU-reguUted 
mind he had never met witJu A man 
witli a larger family he liad never 
known ^cheers). The pailsh required 
a mail who could be depended on 
(“Hear I” from tlie Spruggins side, 
answered by ironical cheers from the 
Bung party)* Sudi a man he now 
proposed No,** Yes”). He would 
not allude to individuals (the ex- 
churchwarden coudnuedj in the cele¬ 
brated negative style adopted by great 
speakers). He would not advert to a 
gcntleinan who liad once held 4 high 
loiik in iJie service of hJs majesty; 
he would not eay, that that gentleitian 
waa no gentleman j lio wonld not 
assert that that man was no man ; lie 
would not say, that he was a turbulent 
parlhhi oiler ; he 'ivcold not any, that 
lie had gro&fdy ntiabebaved himself, 
not only on Uiis, but on all former 
occasions ; he w'ould not say, tliat he 
was one of those discontented and 
treoBouable spiritA, who carried confu¬ 
sion and disorder wherever they went; 
lie would not aay, that he harboured 
in his Itcart envy, and hatred, and 
malice, and all uncbaritableness. No 1 
He wished to have everything com¬ 
fortable aud pleasant, and thei^fore, 
he would say—netliing about him 
(cheers). 

The captain replied in a similar 
parliatneatary style* He would not 
any, he was astouiahed at the apeecli 
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ib<:y tiad jubt heard; he would not 
say, he WHS disgtinted (t'beers). He 
would Tiot retort tlie epithets ivhicjh 
had been hurlud agiiitint Jiini (miuwed 
cheering) ; ho ^ould not oUude to 
Toen oiioo in oHioe, but now happiJy 
out of itf who liAd tnismiLiiflged the 
work1i(jU30, piMuud the paupers, 
diluted the beorj sUok-hnked the 
broadf boned the mcrLt, heightened tlie 
work, and k>werE;tl tiie uoiip (tremen¬ 
dous dieers). Ho would not ask what 
such meu des-ervod (a voieo, iSotlimg 
a>day, and find thoniaelvea j lie 
would not say, that one bui'st of 
gonci-ul indigtiadon should drive them i 
from the juirjEth they jiolLuled iivith 
tiieir pr^'senco Give it him ! He | 
would not aitude to tho mifortunatB i 


claint (de:ifoning cheers and waving of 
haiidkerclnofs) 1 The oaptaiii cou- 
Gludedi,amid;^tleud applause, by call tog 
upon the paribjjlonerii to Sound the 
tocsin, rush to tlie poll, free them¬ 
selves froin dictation, or bo slaves 
for ever^ 

On the following dny the polling 
began, and we never Jiave hud sueh u 
biUitJe in our parisii uinec wc got up 
our famous anti-slavery jxMitioti, 
which was such an important one, that 
the Hou-^ of Coinnmua onleivd it tu 
he printed, on tlie motion of tlie mem¬ 
ber for the distnek 'i'he eaptaiii 
engaged two haokney-coadius and a 
cab for Buug^s people—the enb fot 
the drunkeiL votei's, and. tljc two 
coaches tor the old iinlios, tho greater 


mau wito iirtid been proposed—Jio i portion of wliotn, owing to the enp- 
wouli] rot say, as die vestry^s tool, but j taints impetuosity, u'Crc driven up to 
as Beadle, lio would not aiJv(Tt to tlie poll and home a^ain, before they 
that inrlividunl'S family j he would not rpcovercd from thoir flurry sufficiently 
say, tliiLt til lit! children, twins, and a> to know, wi ill any degree of clearness, 
wjIc, were very bad examples for ‘ what they had been doing. Tlfo oppi> 
paiipcr iniitatioii (loud cheers^ He ] Site party wholly iieglcictedtliesepni?- 
wQuId not advert iu detail to the quali-I cautions, and tlio ecnisequeiicc wpH, 
ficattons of Burg, The man stood ; that a great tuauy ladies w]io were 
before him, niul he would rn>t n^y id j ualJdng leisurely up to tbs ehureh^ 
Ills presence, wbat he might be dis- ■ for it was a very lintd-iy-—tci vote foi" 
posed to ssy of iimi,i1 he wtre absent, bpruggius, were artfully decoyed into 
(Here Mr. Bung telegraphed to a the t-oachen, and vottd for Bung. The 
friend near him, under crivt-r of his capt;iinurgumelita, too, lisd produced 
hat, by contpacimg Ins left eye, and | cyii&iderablc rftect: the attempted 
applying hie right thumb to tbfr ttp ofiEnHuence of the vestry ptWaced a 
his ii()s(.\) It had been objeettru to i greater. A threat of exclunivc dcaU 
Bung that be had only five cbjldren ing was clearly estubJished ngninstthc 
(** Hear, lirnr ] ** from the opposi- vestry'elcrii—a rsisc of heurtlcbn and 
tion). WtlJ ; lie bad yet to Jeai'n prutligute atroqiiy It appealed that 
that the legishiture bad affixed Buy tiic deliiiquciit bad bof'r m lbi> habit 
precise amount ol infartine qualifier- ol purchasing six penidortli of muffins, 
tion to tlio ofiiooof beadle ; but taking weekly, Irom an old W'oimn wlsornitit 
it for granted that an cxtciiiiivc family a sniaJl house in tlie parish, and resides 
were A great rct[uisue, he entreated | among the original settlei‘s on iieir 
Bicm to Look to iavts, and compare last weekly visit, a me^go was coii' 
clitta, about which there could lie no veyed t{> her tlirnugb the mcdiuni, of 
niistirkr, Bung w as il5 ycai'S of age. Be c cook, couched in inyticrio'is terms, 
Spnigging^of whom he wished to but indicating with sufliclent rleflmeas, 
Sjieak with all possible respect—was that tlie vesln'Clerk’s nppetito for 
50. VI'an it not more llian possible— muffins, in future^ depended entirely 
was it not very probable—mat by the on liUr vote on the headlesliip. This 
time Bung attained the latter age, lie was eufficient: the stream had been 
might see arciand him a family, even turning previously, and die i:m}nilje 
exceeding In number and extent, that' thus ^ministered directed its final 
to which Spniggiiis at prssent laid cout&e* Tho Bung party orderi^d one 
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6hniiBp^S‘Wfn-tli of iiiuflins weekly for the chiircU Joor; the hoy in Mrs. 
the rcTnftiri<!er of the old wotiiai/s Spn.i;rEiiiH*o Hglit nrmi, utipI ihe sh'l ia 
nHtum] life ; the pArishionert were her U'ft—even Mrs Spivij^iring herself 
Joud in their exelcirnationfi ; and tLte tailed to aji oLijeet of aiiiy 

fate of SprtJ;;^n9 was sealed. Iniij^er The niitjority attained hy 

It was til vain that the twins were Bunjf on the pidl wan four Initi- 
exhibited in dresses of the same tired and twenty-eiglit, and tile eatiae' 
pattern j and jiight'Capa to match^ at of the parlfiUioiiei? tiiumphed. 


CHAPTER A. 

T1I& SROKKa'^ 

The excitement of the fate election every xvhcn'c : now to the rij^iilf then 
has fiubyided, and our pnristli beiTjg I to the leftj ngiiti up m the atr, and 
once af»ain restnml to a stfitc o1 j anon to the bottom, hut re- 

C 0 Tn]>arntivQ tranquillity, wo are en^ appearing and boundnij^ witli the 
abled to devoEc our attention to tlioHe | sltiaiis buoyluilly aiuL nierriJy along, 
pai'ishhiuers who take little sliare in | i^nnic fciv niontiis before lie was fU'C- 
our party uo^to^Es or jij tiig turmoil vailed upon to stand a Oentwisted 
aiicL bustle of public life. And we tioij for the ofticc of beadle, i5iM.-c^sity 
feel BiiU’orc pleasure in adiiiowlodgirij^ atUclied linn to the m vvk'C tif a Ijrokor j 
heiv^ that iti eoliretiug inatcriais foj- and on the u|>puj'tn.iiitiea he liere 
this task we have bcvii ^'^rcatly assi^tisl acquired of asicrgaining the condition 
by Mr. Bung himself, who lias itn^ of most <il the }NOorer ijihabliaiits of 
posed on a 'debt of obhgatiorL wliieh tlie [nirii^h, )iis patron, the cap Lain, 
wc fear nu can never repay. The hrst grounded Ins cliiims to public 
life of tliEit genlieiiiiLn ha^ been one of support. Cllance tlirew the man in 
a very clieqnercd dcscnfillou : lie lias otir way a tliovt time since. We 
undergone tnuiKitioiiR—not fj'oni gi avc were, in the first instance, a’Ltractcd 
to gny, fur he never was grave—net by liis prcj^eiSscEslng mipudejice ikt tlie 
from lively to Severe, for seventy election ; we were not anrpriaed, on 
forms no part of lLi.-> tlispnSiititjn ; Lis fui'ilier aeqiiainbinue, find him a 
fluctuatloiih liivve been between poverty hlrre^vd knowing fellow, with no iiieon- 
in tlic extreme, amt poverty mndihed, siderLihlc power of cih&ei’vatioii ; and, 
oPj to UBehisowt] eiiiphaLic language, alter eonverblng willi him a little, 
“ bctw'een nothing to etit and just half were sDiiWdwUa-t struA (as wt dare say 
cncugh.^’ ilc is not, as lie forcibly | our readers havg frequently been in 
rcniarks, One oi those fortunnte men I other casca) with the jiower home men 
whuj if they Were to >divc under one ; seem to have, not only of aym pathisiiig 
side of a bjii'go starlf'irakcd, would ■ with, but to ail ap|>caraiicc of undtr- 
eomc up or tl^c other with a new suit j standing feelinge to «liich they them- 
c^f clathei^ on, and .% ticket inr soup in selvefi are endi'e strangers. \Ve had 
the AvaiBtenat-poeket ivcither la he beeiiexpre^ijiug to the new fuDciioiiary 
Dtic of those, w 1 1 use spirit lias been otix surprise that he ahould ever liavt^ 
broken beyond rcdcmpEiuii by mis-: served tn I he capacity to whidi w'c 
fortune and want. He ia jii^t of have juat adverted, when ws "rscJually 
the careless, good Tor notliing, happy led liim into onn or two profcSMonal 
felln w'9, who 6oat, cork-hko mi tiie ancedntes. Aa weare induied to thhik,, 
surface, fiirr the worUd to pl.iy at hotkey ou refllectioiit that they will te!J better 
with: knocked Uere, and there, and ia nearly his own wurdsj tliaa with any 
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attempted em\>e]liAhmeiita of Dai's, we 
vrilL at odi^ entitle tliem 

MX, NAftftATJVE, 

very true, as you say, sir,” 
Mr. Bung commenced, ** that a broker'^a 
nun's 16 not a life to be envied ^ and 
in course you know os well as I do, 
though you donH nay it, that people 
hate and scout’em because they^re the [ 
zniniatere of wi^etcticdnesa^ Like, to | 
poor people. But what could 1 do, | 
sir 1 The tiling was no worse because j 
1 did it, instead of somebody else ; I 
and if putting me in possession of a | 
house would put me in possession of' 
three and sixpence a day, and levying 
a distress on another man’s goods, 
would relieve my distress and that of: 
my family, It can't be expectfid, but: 
what I’d take the job and go through [ 
with it I never Jiked it, God kno^is; 
I always looked out for something 


tlis matter of that, most heartily. If 
they're very civil, they mate you up a 
bed iu the room at night, and if tliey 
don't, your muAter sends one in for 
you; but tliere you are, without being 
washed or ebavt^ all the time, shunned 
by everybody, and spoken to by no 
one, unless some one comes in at 
dinner time, and asks you whether 
you want any more, in a tone as much 
as to eay hope you don't,' or, in 
the evening, to uiquU'e whether you 
wouldn't ratlicr liave a candle, after 
you've been aitting in ilie dark half 
tile niglit WJicii I was left in this 
way, I used to sit, tJiink, think, think¬ 
ing, till I felt as lonesome na a kitten 
in a wasli-hon<;e eopijer with tlie lid 
on; but I believe the old hrokers' 
men w'ho are regularly trained to it, 
never fliink at all. 1 have heard some 
on 'em say, indeed, tliat they donH 
know how t 


else, and the moment I got other 
work to do, I left it If there is any¬ 
thing wrong in being tlie agent in such 
matters—not the principal, mind you 
—I'm sure the business, to a beginner 
like I was, at all eveutsv carries its own 
punishment along with it. I wislicd 
again and again that tlie people would 
Only blow me up, or pilch into me— 
that I wouldn't have minded, it’s all in 
my way; but it’s tlie being shut up by 
yourself in one room for five days, 
without so much as an old iiewspaiier 
to look at, or anytJiing to see out o' 
the vi^iiiidcr hut the roofs and chimneys 
at the back of the liousc, or anything 
to listen to, but ^ ticking, perhaps, 
of an old Dutch cluck, the sobbing of 
the missis, now and then, the low talk¬ 
ing nf friends in the next room, who 
speak in whispers^ lest ^the man' 
should overhear them, or perhaps the 
occasional opening of the door, as a 
child peeps in to look at you, and then 
runs jialf^frightened away — It 'a all 
this, that makes you feel sneaking 
Bomeliow, and ashamed of yourself; 
and then, if dt'a winter time, tlicy just 
give you fire enough to make you 
think you'd like more, and bring in 
your grub as if they wished it ^id 
clioke you—as 1 dui e say they do, for 


" 1 put ill a good many djAtresses in 
my time (continued Mr. Bung), and in 
eour^ E wasn’t loug iu findiug, tliat 
some people are not as mucli to be 
pitied as otliers are, and that people 
with good incomes who get into diffi* 
culties, wliich they keep juitching up 
day after day, and week after week, 
get so used to these sort of things in 
time, that at last they eomc scarcely to 
feel them at all. I remember the very 
first place 1 was put in posaessiEm ol, 
was a gentleman’s Innise in thisparisl) 
Jiere, that every body would suppose 
couldn't help having money if he tried. 
X went with old Fixem, tay old master, 
’bout half axtei- eight in the morning ; 
mog the arcft'bell ; servant in livery 
openc?dthe door; * Govemorathome*' 
—* Yes, he ia,' says the man; ■* but he's 
breAkfi^ting just now..' ‘Nevermind/ 
says Fixem, ^ just you tell him thei'c’s 
a gentleiUHtii here, as wants to speHk 
to him jwtiekler^’ So tlie servant he 
opens his eyes, and stares about him 
all ways—looking for the geatlcman 
as it struck me, for 1 don't tbink any¬ 
body* but a man as was stone-blind 
would mistake Fixem for one ; and as 
for me, 1 was as aeody aa a cheap 
cowcumber. How&’ever, he tum& 
round, and goes to the breakfast- 
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parlour, wbicli was a lUtlo snug eort [ and shoving a couple of suvarlns mto 
of room at the end of the p^age, i my hand, * he'll be vei^' gl&d to avail 
and Fixem <aa we always did in that I himself uf your eeri'icw/ Well, I 
profcsslpn), witiiout waiting to be laughed : and the geutleman laughed^ 
announced, walks in arter him, and: ami we all laughed ; and 1 went home 
befoi-e the servant could get out-- and cleaned myself, leaving Fixem 

* Please^ sir, here's a man as wants to there, and when I went baek^ Fixem 
speak to you,’ looks in at the door aa went away, and 1 polislied up the 
familiar and pleasant as may be. plate, and waited at table, and gam- 

* Who the devil are you, and how dare tnoned the servants, and nobody hadi 
you walk intok a gentloman’s house the least idea I was in posaeasion, 
vvithout leave \* says the master, ag thcugh it very nearly ciune out after 
fierce aa ft hull in fits, ^ My name,’ all; for one of the last gentlemen who 
saya Fixem, winking to the niftster to remained, came down stairs into the 
send the aervant away, and putting hall whei-e 1 was sitting pretty Lite at 
the warrant into his lumde folded up night, and putting half-a'Crown into 
like A note, * My tiame "a Smith,^ says my liand, says, * Hero my man/ says he, 
he,'and 1 called from Johnsou^s about ‘run and get tuo a eoachj, will your 
that buaineas of Thoripson’fi '—* Oli/ 1 thought it was a do, to get me out of 
says the other, quite down on him the house, and was just going to say 
directly, ‘ How it Thompson T says so, sulkily enough, w^hen the gentle- 
ho; * Fray sit down, Mr. Smith; man (who waa up to everything) came 
John, leave the room.* Out went j runniug down staii'S, as if he was in 
the servant; and the gentleman and | great anxietj\ * Bung,’ aays he, pre- 
Fixem looked at one another till they ' tending to be in a eonaumiiig passtoit, 
couldnH look any longer, and then ‘Sir/ says 1* 'Why the devU au't 
they varied the aimisemeiita by look- you looking after that platel’-^'I was 
ing At me, who had been standing on just going to send him fora coach for 
the mat all tins time. ' Hundred and me/Haya the other geiitlemqn. * And I 
fifty pounda, I see,' said the gentleman was just a going to say,’ says I—‘ Any 
at lost ‘Hundred and fifty pound/ body dsO| mydearfdlow/ ititert'Upta 
aaid Fixem, * hesides coat of levy, the master of the house, puahing me 
sheriffs poundage, and all other inei- down the passage to get out of llie way 
dental expenses/ — * Um/ soya the —*any body else; but I have put this 
gentleman,' I plnin^t be able to settle man in possession of all the plate and 
this before to-morrow aftenioon.’— valuables, and I cannot allow him on 
*■ Very sorry; but I shall be obliged any consideration whatever, to leave 
to leave my man here till then/ re^ tho house. Bung, you neouiidrel, go 
plies Fixem, pretending to look very and count those forks intlie breakfast- 
miserable over it. * That’s very un- parlour instantly/ You may be sure 
forfuatc/ says the gentleman, ‘for I 1 went laughing pretty hearty when I 
have got a large party here tii-night, found it was all right. Tiie money 
and 1 'm ruined if those fellows of mine was paid next day, with the addition 
get an inkling of the matter—juatstep of something else for myself, and that 
here, Mr. Smith/ Biy» ho, after a short waa the best job that I (and I suspect 
pause. So Fixem walks with him up old Fixem too) ever got in that line, 
to the window, and after a good de^ " But ibis is tho bright aide of the 
of whispering, and a little chinking of picture, air, after all/’ resumed Mr. 
suverins, and looking at me, he comea Bung, laying aside the knowing look, 
back and says, ‘ Bung, you 're a handy and flash air, with which he bad re- 
fellow, and very honest I know. *This peated the previous anecdote—and 
gentleman wants an aaaiatant to dean I ’ni sorry to say, it ’^a the aide one 
the plate and wait at Cable to-day, and sees very, very, seldom, in comparison 
if you're not particularly engaged/ with the dark one. The civility which 
Bays old Fixem, giinning like mad, money will purebnae^ is rarely cx- 
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teoded tu those who have none ; And w« all knew, they Oould never pay the 
there *s a consoladoa even in beinj; mouey, tn one of die choirB, by the 
able to patch up oiiedi]1icuky, toTnake side of the place where the hre ought 
way for anotlier, to which very poor to have been, woe an old ^ooman— 
people aro strangcm. X waa once put ugUc&t and dirtiest 1 ever see—who 
into a hou^ down George's-yard—that sat rocking herself backwards and 
little dii'ty court at the buck of the forwardH^ baekwarda and forwards, 
gaa-works \ and I never shall forget without once stcppingf except for an 
the misery of them people, dear me I uxstant now and then, to clasp together 
It was a distress for half a yearns the withered hands which, with these 


rent—two pound ten I think. There 
was only two rooms in the house, and 
as there was nc passage, the lodgers 
vp utaira always went through the 
room of the people of the huuse^ os 
they passed in and out; and every 
time they did so—which, ou the nve^ 
rage, was about four times every 
quarter of an hour—they blowed up 
quite frightful : for their things hod 
^eii seized too, and included in the 
Inventory* There was a little piece 
of ciiulobed du^t in frout of the liouse, 
witli u ciiidor-patli leading up to the 
door, and an open I’ain-water butt on 
one side, A ditty striped curtain, on 
a very slack string, hung in tlic wm'< 
dow, ai^d a little tnan|;uLar hit of 
brolEcit luoking-glass rested on the sill 
inside. I suppuse it was meant for 
the people’s uac, but their appeurancie 
WHS so wretched, and so miserable, 
that I’m certain they never could have 
plucked up courage to louk tlicinsclves 
m the face a second time, if they sur¬ 
vived the fright of doing so once. 
There two or thi'Ce qliairs, that 
might have been worth, in tlicir best 
days, from eiglitperice to n sLiillhig 
a-piece ; a small deal table, nil old 
corner cupboard witli mthiiig in It, 
and one of those bedn^teads which turn 
up half way, and Icavo the bottom 
legs sticking out foi' yuu to knock 
your head against, or hang your bat 
upon ; no bed, no bedding. There 
was an old sack, by way of rug, before 
tlic fire-place, and four or five children 
were grovelLliig about, among the sand 
on the floor. The execution was only 
put in, to get ^em out of the beui^e, for 
there wins nothing to take to pay the 
expenses ; and here 1 sloppy for 
three days, tliuugh that was a mere 
form too : for, iu course, 1 knetv, and 


exceptions, she kept constantly rub¬ 
bing upon her knees, just rafting and 
depi'casing her fingers eonviilsively, in 
time to die rocking of the chair* On 
the other flide eat the mother with an 
infant in her arms, which cried till it 
cried itoelf tu sleep, and when it ’woke. 
Cried till it cried itself off agaiq. The 
old ^oomatrs voice I never heard: she 
seemed completely atupified t ^ 
to the mother's, it would have been 
better if she had been ao too, for 
misery hail changed her to a devil. 
If you Lad heard how she cursed the 
little naked children as v^aa rolling oa 
the floor, and seen how savagely she 
struck the iufani when it cried with 
hunger, you'd have shuddered as 
much as 1 did* There they remaiced 
all the time : the children ate a morsel 
of broad once or twice, and £ gave 
'em best part of the dinners my missis 
bmught me, but tlie woman ate no- 
I tiling \ they never even laid on the 
' bedstead, nor was the rcotn swept or 
cleaned all the time. The neighbours 
were all too poor themselves to take 
any notice of ’em, but from what 1 
could make out from tlio abuse of the 
woman up stairs, it seemed the hus¬ 
band liad been ti'aiis^ioritid a few 
weeks before. When the time was 
up, the landlord and old Fixem too, 
got rather frightened about the family, 
and so they made a stir about it and 
had *em token to the workhouse* They 
Sent tiic sick couch for the old ^oomao, 
and Simmons took the children away 
at night The old, 'ooman went into 
the infirmary, and very soon died. 
Tholfliildren are all lu the house to 
this day, and very comfortable tlioy 
are iu comparison. As to the mother, 
there was no taming her at all. Sh« 
had been a quiet, hard'<iyorking woedoDj 
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1 belieTe^ tot her misery HimI actually 
droTe her wild ; bo after she had beea 
sent to the house of correetioiv 
deZED times, for throwing LuLstanda at 
the uverseere, hlasphemiug the church' 
wardeDS, and amBsliing evei^body as 
come near her, she burst a bloodvea- 
sel one mornin*, and died too ; and! a 
happy release it was, botli for hereelf 
and the oLd paupers, male and female, 
which she used to tip over in all dU 
rectiona, as if tliej were so many 
^kittles, and she the balh 

** Now this wa$ had enough/’ 1 * 0 ’ 
'Slimed Mr. Bung, taking a half-step 
towards the door, as if to iatimate 
that he had nearly concluded. “ This 
w'ae hod enough, but there was a sort 
of quiet misery—if you understand 
what I mean by that, sir—about a 
laily at one house 1 was put into, aa 
touched mo a good deal more. It 
doesn't matter where it was exactly : 
indeed, 1 ’d ratiier not say, but it was 
the same sort 6* job* I went with 
Fixem in die usual way—there was a 
year’s rent in arrear ; a vei'y small 
servant-givl opened the door, and tlurce 
or four tine looking little ehildrcn wna 
in the front parlour wc were shown 
into, which was very clean, but very 
scantily tunnslied, much like tlie 
children tbemBclves. ‘Bung/ says 
Fixem to me, in a low voice, when we 
were left alone for a minute, * I know a 
somediiiig about this hei'c family, and 
my opinion is, it’s no go/ * JJo you 
think they can’t settle \ * snys 1, quite 
anxiously ; for I liked the looks of 
them childi'cih Fixem siiook his 
liead, and was just about to reply, 
when the door opened, :Lnd in came a 
lady, as wliiio as ever I see any one 
ill my days, except about Uic eyes, 
which were j'ed with crying. She 
walked in, as lii'ip as 1 could huve 
done 'f sliut tlio door carefully after 
Lier, and aat herself dow'u witlii a face. 
as composed os if it wag made of stone^ 

* What is the matter, gentlemen 1' 
says she, in a surprisin’ steady foice. 
*/b this an execution 1 * It in, tiiuni,' 1 

says Fixem. The lady looked at Liim ^ 
as Steady aS ever t she didn’t seem to 
hnvs understood him, ‘It isyniiim/ 


Bays Fixem ngwiii ; ‘ this ig xny war¬ 
rant of distress, mum/ saya he, liond- 
ing it over as polite as if it was a 
newspaper which had been bespoke 
arter tlie next gendeman. 

“The lady's lip trembled as she 
took the printed paper. She cast her 
cy'e over it, and old Fixem began to 
explain tlie form, but 1 saw she wasn't 
reading it, plain enough, poor thing, 
* Oh, my God F says she, suddenly 
a-bursting out crying, lettLog tlie war¬ 
rant fall, and hiding her face in her 
hands. ‘ Oh, my God 1 what will be^ 
come of UB !' The noise she made, 
brought in a young lady of about 
nineteen or twenty, who, I suppose, 
bad been a-listcning at die door, and 
who bad got a little boy in her arms i 
she sat him down in tJie lady’s lap, 
without speaking, and nlie hugged the 
poor litUc fellow to her bosom, and 
cried over him, 'till even old Fixem 
put on his bins spectacles to hide tho 
two tears, iliot w ag trick ling down, 

one on each ttido of his dirty f&co, 
‘Now, dcfsx mn/ says the young lady, 
‘you know how much youlifivc borne. 
For nil our sakes—for pa'a sake/ says 
she, ‘don’t give way to tbia V —' No, 
no, I won't I ’ Bays tlie lady, gatlicring 
herself up hastily, and drying her 
eyes ; ‘ 1 ;im very fooliidi, but 1 *m 
better now—much better/ And then 
I she rouged hcPEelf up, went witli us 
info every room while w‘c took tlie 
inventory, ojjencd all tlio drawers of 
her own accord. Sorted flic childrcj/s 
little clothes to make the worlc cjisLer; 
and, except doing every thing in a 
strange sort of hurry, secmiMl ns calm 
and composed as if iiothiug had liap^ 
peued. When ivo came down etaira 
again, blm hesitated a minute or two, 
and at Ipst says, ‘Gentlemen/ soya hlic, 
am afraid 1 liave done wrong, and 
perhaps it may bring you into trouble* 
I pccrctcd just now,’ she says, ‘the 
only trinket 1 have left in fho world— 
here it ie^’ So she lays down on ilio 
table, a little miniature inonnted in 
I gold* ‘It’s a miniature,' she says, 

, ‘ of my poor dear faiher! I little 
ttiought once, that 1 eiiould over thank 
God for depriving me of the original, 

c 3 
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but I do, and have done fin* years scarcely decent on any one elae, that 
boclc, most fervently. Take it if I was a gentleman it would wring 
fill'/ she says, ‘it's a face that never' my very heart to see the woman that 
turned from me in sickness or distrees, was a smart and merry ml when I 
and I can hardly bear to turn from it courted her, 0 altered through her 
now, when, God knows^ I suffer both love for me. Bitter cold and damp 
m no ordinary degree.' [ couldn't weather it was, yet, though her irm 
say notliiug, but I raised my hend was thin, and her shoes none of the 
from tlie inventory which 1 was filling best^ during the whole three days, from 
up, and looked at fixem ; the old moraing to night, she was out of doors 
fellow nodded to me significantly, so I running about to try and raise the 
ran my pen tltrough the * Mini* 1 had money. The money w raised, ajid 
just written, and left the miniature on . the execution was paid out. The 
the table. ] whole family crowded into the room 

" Well, sir, to make short of a long where I was, when the money arrived, 
story, I was left in posscstdnnj and in The father was quite happy as the in* 
possession I remained ; and though I convenience was removed—I dare say 
was au ignorant man, and the master he didn’t know how; the children 
of the house a clever one, 1 saw what looked merry and cheerful again; the 
he never did, but what lie would give eldest girl was bustling about, making 
worlds now' (if he had ’em) to have preparations for the fiiut comfortable 
seen in time. 1 saw, sir, that his wife | meal they had liad since the distress 
WAS wasting away, beneath cares of was put in ; and the mother looked 
which she never complained, and griefs' pleased to see them all so. But if 
she never told. I saw that she wasever 1 saw death in a woman’s face. I 
dying before his eyes; I knew that; saw it in hers that niglit. 
one exertion from him might liave "liras right, sir," continued Mr* 
saved her, but he never inatle it* 1 Bung, hurriedly passing his coat* 
don’t bbme him^ 1 don’t tlmik he sleeve over hia face, ** the family grew 
cowW rouse himself* She had so long more prosperous, and good fortune 
anticipated all Ins wishes, and acted aiTlved* But it was too late. Those 
for him, that he was a lost man when clnldreu are motherless now, and tlieir 
Idt to himself* I used to tliink when father would give up all he has since 
I caught sight of her, in the clothes gained—house, home, goods, money : 
she used to wear, whicli looked shabby all that he has, or ever can havoj 10 
even upon her, and would Imve heeu itstorc the wife he has lost" 
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CHAPTER VL 

TUE LADlEi^' 


Ovft Pai'ibli sa prolific iii ladies' 
ohoiMtable institutions. In winterj 
when wet feet arc common, and colds 
not scarce, we have the l^ics* soup 
ilistribtitioii society, the ladies’ coiu 
distribution society, and the ladiea' 
blanket distribution society ; iii slim¬ 
mer, when atone fmita flourish and 
stomach aches prevail, we have the 
ladies' dispensary', and tlie ladies’ sick 
visitation committee ; and all the year 
round we have tlie ladles’ child's exami* 
nation aocioty, the ladies' biblc and 
prayei'-book circulation society, and 
the ladies'childbed-linen monthly loan 
society. The tw'O latter are decidedliy 
the meet important ; wheiiier they 
nre productive of more benefit than 
the rest, is not for na to say, but wc 
can take upon oufselvea to affirm, with 
the utmost solemnity, that tlicy ercato 
a greater stir and tnoi'o bustle, than 
all the odiers put to'jcllicr* 

Wc should be disposed to affirm, on 
the first blush of the matter, that the 
bibic and pi'iiyer-book society is not 
ao i>opular as the childbed-linen 
society; the bible and prayer-book 
society has, however, considerably 
increased in importance within the 
last year or two, having derived some 
adventitious aid fix>m the facti<ius op¬ 
position of the ehlLd’e examination 
society ? which factious op|wsltion 
origiuakd in manner following: — 
When tho young curate was popuUr, 
and ail the unmarried ladies in the 
parteli look a scrlouR tnm, the clurity 
children all at once Wcame objects of 
peculiar and eapccLal iuicreat The 
three Miss 13rowns (enthusiastic ad* 
lairerH of the curate) taught, and 
exercised, and examined, and re* 
examined tlie unfortunate children, 
until the boys grew pale, and the girla 
cimaumptive with study and fatigue. 
The three Mias BrowitH stood it out 
very well, because they relieved each 


other; but the children, having no 
relief at all, exhibited decided symp¬ 
toms of wenrineoa and cai'c* The 
unthinking part of tlie parialiionciiB 
laughed at alt this, but the more 1 ^ 0 - 
ficctive portion of tlie inhabitants 
nbsialncd from expressing any opinion 
on the subject until tliat of Uie curate 
hod been dearly ascertained. 

Tlie opportunity was not long 
wanting. TJie eui'ato preached a 
cliaiity sermon on behalf ot the charity 
school, and iit the charity oermou 
afoi'csaid, expatiated in glowing terms 
on tlie praif^w'orthy nnd indefatigable 
exertions of certoiu estimable indivi* 
duals. Sobs were heard to issue from 
the three Miss Browns* pew ; the 
pew-opencr of tJic division was seen to 
hurry down the centre aisle to the 
vestiy door, and to ittunii immediately, 
bearing a gloss of wntor in her Itand. 
A low moaning ensued; two more 
pevT-openers rushed to t])c spot, and 
the three Miss Browns, each supported 
by n pew-opeuer, were led cut of tlie 
church, and led in again after tlie 
lap^eof five minutes with white pocket- 
handkerchiefs to their eyes, as if they 
hftd been attouding a funeral m the 
churchyard adjoining. If any doubt 
tiod for a monieut: existed, oa to whom 
the oilusiou was iutended to apply, it 
was at once removed. The wish to 
enlighten the cliarity children beeotno 
tiniversal, and the tliree Miss Browns 
were unanunously besought to divide 
the school into cTaases, and to assign 
each class to tho euporiatendenoe of 
two young lodieo. 

A little learning is adojij^rous thing, 
but a little pAtranage is more so j tlie 
ttiree Miss Browns ap|>ointed all the 
old maids, and carefiilly excluded the 
young ones. Maiden aunts triumphed, 
rMfinunas were reduced to tlie lowest 
depth of despair, and thei'e is ne 
telling in what act of violence tlie 
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jf^ncral iQfdignAtion Bgn^nat the three j wtJow, Overtures were mode to ilif- 
Mibs Brovvnii might haive vented itnelf DiBeeDters by the Jolinaon Piirlvers, 
h^d not A perfeedy providential occur- , Their object wa^ the and wliy 

rence changed the tide of public not have a joint meeting of the two 

Mrs Johnuon Parker^ the mother of societies 1 The propo&ition was ac- 
seven extremely hne girls—all uumar- copied. The meeting was duly 
ried—hastily reported toaeveral odier heralded by public announcement^ and 
inammae of several other on married the room was crowded to suffocation, 
fauiilies, that Hvc old men^ siic old The tniBaioEary appeared on the plat^ 
womcnj and children innumerable^ m form ; iie was hailed widi enthusiasm, 
the free Beats near her pew, were in He repeated a dialogue he had heard 
the habit of coming to ehorch every between two negroes, behind a liedgej 
Sunday»without either hible or prayer- on the subject of distrihutlon eocjelies ^ 
bo<7k, Was this to be borne in a civl- the approbatiou was tumultuous, Ho 
liaed oouTitry ? Could such things be gave an imitation of the two negroes 
tolerated in a Christian land 1 Never I in broken English ; the roof was rent 
A ladi^' bible and prayer-book distri- witli applause. From that period wo 
biition society w'sa instantly formed; date ^with one tnfling exception) a 
president, Mrs, Johnson Parker ; daily increase in the popularity of the 
treasurers, auditors, and secretaiy, I distribution society,and an Increase of 
the Mitises Johnson Parker : Bubscrip-! popularity, which the feeble and im^ 
tionFi were entered into, books were I potent opposition of the examination 
bought, all the free-eeat people pro- I party, has only tended lo nugment. 
vided therewitJi, and when the first Now, the great poinlia about the 
lesson wvts given out, on the first Sun- childbed-linen monthly loan society 
day succeeding those events, there was are, that it is less dependent on the 
such a dropping ef books, and rustling I fluctuet'ons of public opinion than 
of leaves, that It was morally impos- either the distribution or the child^s 
sible to hear one word of the service examination ; and that, come what 
for five minuteo afterwards^ may, there is never any lack of objects 

The three Mjsb Browns, and llieir on whieli to exeiiciae Ita benevolence, 
party, saw the approaching danger, Our parish is a veiy populous one, 
and endeavoured to avert it by ridi* and, if any things contributes, we 
eule and sarcasm. Neither the old should bo disposed to say, rather 
men nor the old ■ women could rend more than ita due sli arc to the aggregato 
their books, now they had got them, i amDunt of births in the metropolis 
Bud the thi^e Mias Browns. Never and its environs. Tlie ccuBequence is, 
mind ; they could learn, replied Mra, that Uie monthly loan aociety flourishes, 
Johnson Parker. The children and invests its members witli a most 
couldn’t read cither, suggested the enTiable amount of bustling pati^nage. 
throe M.Ies Brovrns* No matter; The society (whose only uotion of 
they could be taught, retorted Mrs. dividing time, would appear to be ita 
Johnson Parker. A balance of parties allotment into months) holds monthly 
took place. The Mias Browns pub- teo-drinkhigs^ at which the monthly 
licly examined—popular fcoUng in- report is received, a sccieiary elected 
dliieci to the child’s examination for the month ensuing, and such of 
society. The Miss Johnson Parkers the monthly boxes as may not happen 
publicly distributcd^a reaction took to he out ou loan for the month, care- 
place in favour of the prayer-book fully oxamined. 
distribution. A feather would have We were never present at one of' 
turned tiic scale, and a feather did thesetmeetings, from all of which it is 
turn it A misBionaiy returned from Bcarcely necc-soary to say, gentlemcii 
tlie West Indies ; he was to be pre- are carefully excluded ; but Mr. Bung 
BCD ted to the Dissenters' Missionary has bee n called before the board once 
Society on his marriage with a wealthy or twice, amt we have hia authority 
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for stating, th&t its proceedings atv 
conducted with great order and regu¬ 
larity : not mdre than four iDCfnbers 
being allowed to epeak at one time on 
any pretence whatever^ The regular 
wmmlttee is composed exclusively of 
married ladies^ but a vast dumber of 
young uDmarried ksdies of from 
eighteen to twenty-five years of age, 
reepectavely, are admitted as honorary 
members, partly because they are 
very useful in repLentehing the boxes, 
and vleituig the eotifined ^ partly be* 
cause it is highly desirable that they 
should be initiate, at au early period, 
into the more serioita and matronly 
duties of afterdife ; and partly, because 
prudent itiammas Jiavc not unfre- 
quently been known to turn this cirni 
cuTustancs to wonderfully good account 
In matrimonial speculations. 

In addition to the loan of the monthiy 
boxes (which arc always painted blue, | 
with tlio name of the society in large 
white letters on the lid), t)ie society 
dispeuse occasional grants of beef-tea, 
and a compo^itiou of warm beer, spice, 
eggs, and eugar, commonly known by 
tbe name of caudle,’’ to its patienty. 
And hero again the services of the 
honorary members ai^ called into 
re<]iii&ition, and most cheerfully con¬ 
ceded DeputatioriB oltwoa or threes 
are scut out to visit the patients, and 
DD these occasions there is such a 
tasting of caudle and beef-tea, such a , 
stirring about of little messes in tiny j 
sancepana on the Jiob, each a dressing i 
and undressing of infanb;, such a' 
tying, and folding., and pinning ; such i 
a nursing and warming of biLlc legs 
and feet before tbe fire, such a de¬ 
lightful corifuaion of talking and 
cooking,. biisUc, irnportance, and offici* 
ouRtiess, as never can be enjo3"ed iu its 
fall extent but on similar occasions. 

la rivalry of these two instituLions, 
and as a last expiring effort to acquire 
parochial popularity, the child's exa¬ 
mination people determined, the other 
day^ on having a grand public tttami- 
naticn of tbe pupils; and the large 
school-room of the national aemiuary 
was, by and with the consent of the 
parish Buthoritiesi, devoted to the 


purpose^ Invitation circalars wore 
torw&rded to ah tlie principal parish¬ 
ioners, iacluding, of course, the beads 
of the other two Hocietiea, for whoso 
especial behoof and ediheation tlie 
display was inteniled; and a large 
audience was confidentHy anticipate 
on tjie oecaaioD. The floor was care- 
folly scrubbed the day before, under 
the immediate auperintendence of the 
tlirec Mias Bro wns ^ forme were placed 
across tlie room for the accommoda¬ 
tion of the visitorpj epecimens in writ* 
ing were carefully selected, and as 
carefully patched and touched up, 
until they astonished the cbtldren who 
had written them, ratlier more than 
the company who read them ; sums in 
compound addition were rehearsed and 
re-rcheareed until all tlie children had 
tlie totals by heart; and the prepara¬ 
tions ali^jgether were on the most 
laboriouH and most eomprehensivo 
scale. TJie morning arrived t the 
children were yellow-aoapod and flan¬ 
nelled, and towoiled, till their faces 
shone again j every pupil’s hair was 
carofuliy combed into his or her eyes, 
as the case might be ; the girls were 
adome<l with anow-whito tlppeto, and 
raps bound round tlie head by a single 
purple ribbon : the necks of the elder 
boys were fixed into col tars of stnrtliug 
dimensions. 

The doors were thrown open, and 
the Misses Brown and Co. were dia- 
covered in plain white rousUn dreeses, 
and caps at the same-^tlie child’s 
examinAtirni uniform. The room 
filled : the greetings of the company 
were loud and eonlial. The distnbu* 
tioniets trembled, tor their popularity 
wa .1 at Btako. The eldest boy fell 
forward, and deUveredi a propitiatoiy 
oddi'ess from behind hin collar. It was 
from the pen of Mr, Henry Itrown ; 
the applause was ntiiverBB.1, and the 
Johnson Parkers were aghast. The 
examination proceeded with socccafl, 
and tcrmbiatcd in triumph. The 
child’s examinaticn society gained a 
momentfiry victory, and the Johnson 
Parkers retreated in despair. 

A eecret council ot the distribu- 
tionists woQ held that night, with 
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Johnnon Parker in the cbair^ to ciie old Ti nmen, not rtniidcni la the 
consider of the best mcana of recover- p^sh, and entreat their attendonoo 
idg the ground they had lost in the TJie application woa euccesaful, the 
favour of the pariiili. What could be meeting waa lield ; the orator (an 
done! Another meeting! ALns ! Iriehman) catue^ He talked of green 
who waa to attend jt t The Missionary isles—otlier shoree—vast Atlantic— 
would Hoi do twice ; and the slaves bonom gf the deep—'Christian charity 
were emancipated. A bold atep moat —blood and e]ttenDiiLation—mercy in 
he taken. The parish must be hearte—arnia in hands—altars and 
astoniehed in some way or other ; bat homes—household "oda. He wiped 
DO one wfia able to auj^gest what the hia eyes, he blew hJa no&c, and he 
step should be. At length, & veiy quoted i^tin^ TJie effect waa Cre* 
old lady was heard to mumble, in inendoue—the Latin w^ae a decided 
indistinct tones, ** Exeter ITall.'' A hit Nobody knew exactly what it 
sudden light broke in upon the meet- was about, but every body knew it 
ing. It wne unauimotisly resolved, must he affecting, because even the 
that a deputation of old ladies ahould orator was overcome* The popularity 
wait upon a celebrated orator implor^ of the distribution society among the 
ing his assistance, and tJic favour of a ladies of our parish is uaprccedented ; 
apeeeh ; and that the deputation should and the ehtld^s examination ts going 
also wait on two or tlirec other iinbc' fast to decay. 


CHAPTER VII. 

OUR NEXT-noOB NRIGRBOOR. 

We are very fond of speculating as your shii’t-collar while you arc wait- 
we walk through a street, on the cha- ing for tlie door to lie opeued ; we 
racter and puramits of tlic people who never saw tliat knocker on the door of 
inliabit it; and nothing m materially a churlish man—so far as our cx> 
assists us In these epEculations aa tlie pcrieiicc ia concerned, it invariably 
appearance of the house doors* The bespoke hospitality and another bottle, 
various expressions of the human No man ever saw this knocker on 
countenance afford a beautiful and the door of a small attorney or bill- 
intereatiug study ; but tliere Is some- broker ; they always patronise the 
thing m the physiognomy of street- [ other Hon ; a heavy ferocious-looking 
door knockers, alniost os character- I fellow, witii a countenance expresaivo 
istic, and nearly as infallible. When- of savage stupidity—a soil of grand 
ever we visit a man for the first time, master among the knockers, and a. great 
wo contemplate the features of his favourite with the Bclheii and hruCal. 
knocker with the greatest curioaity, j Then there is a little pert 
for we well know, that between the Egj'p^*^ knocker, with a long tliiu 
man and hia knocker, there will iaevit- face, a pinched up nose, and a very 
ably be a greater or less degree of shAiqi chin | he is most ia vogue 
reaemhlaace and sympathy* witli your govcmment*ofl[ice people. 

For instance, there ia one dcserip- in light drabc and starched cravats 
tiou of knoeker that used to be com- little spare priggish men, who are 
mon enough, but which is fast passing perfectly satined wiCh their own opi- 
away—a large round one, with the nions, and consider tbemselTes of 
jolly face of a convivitd lion amiling paramount importance, 
blandly at you, as you twist the sides We were greatly troubled a few 
of your hair into a curl, or pull up • years ago, by the innovation of a new 
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kind of knocker, without any face fit 
all, composed of a wneatlij dependini^ 
from a hand or smaU truneheou. A 
little trouble and attention^ liowever, 
enabled us to overcome this difficulty, 
and to locoDoUe tlie nevr system to 
our favourite theory. You will in¬ 
variably find this Lnocker on the 
dcmrsofcold and fomial people, who 
alwayfl aak you why you doyt't come, 
and nevei" say <Jo. 

Every body knows the brass knocker 
IB common to suburban villas, and 
extensive boarding - tfchoola ; and 
having noticed this genus we have 
recapitulated all the most prominent 
and strongly-defined epecies. 

Some phreuclogists affirm, that tlie 
agitation of a man*B bi^aui by dittcrcnt 
paauione, produces corresponding de¬ 
velopments in the form of his skull. 
I>o not Jet us be undor^tood as pushing 
our theory to tlie length of ua&erting, 
that any alteration in a man*s diapoei- 
tion would prqiluce a visible effect 
on the fcatui'c of his knocker, Our 
})oaitioEL merely is, that in sucli a coee, 
the magnetism which must exist be¬ 
tween K man and his knocker, would 
induce the man to rcmoTc, and seek 
some knocker more congenial to his 
altered feelings. If you ever find a 
man changing his habitation without 
any rcasonablo pretext, depend, upon 
it, tliat, although he may not be aware 
of the fact himsclt', it is because he 
'tnd his knocker arc at vavianuc. 
This is a now tlieory, but we venture 
to launch it, uevcrLlieleaa, being 
^uito as iiigenipuB and infallible aa 
many thousand of the loaniGcl specu¬ 
lations ^vhich ai'e daily broached for 
public good aud private foiduno 
making. 

Entertaining these feeling!) on the 
subject of knoekera, it will 1 >g readily 
imagined witli what consteniatioii wc 
viewed the entire removal of the 
knocker from the door of the next 
house to the one wc lived in, some 
time ago, and the aubatitutiotf of a 
bell. This was a calamity we had 
never anticipated. The bare idea of 
any body being able to exist without a 
knocker, appeared so wild and 


Tjsieuary, that it liad never for one 
inatfliit entered our iirtaginatioa. 

We sauntered moodily from tlie 
spot, and bent our atepa towards Eaton 
Square, then just btiildidg. Wliat 
was our astonishment and indignation 
to Bad tliat bcUs were fast becoming 
the rule, aud knockers the exception! 
Our theory trembled beneailJ the 
shock. We hastened home ; and 
fancying we foresaw in tlic swift pro- 
grcAjj of events, its entire abolition, 
I'fisolved from tliat day forward to 
vent our speculation a on our next- 
door neighbours in persou. The liouse 
adjoining ours on tlio left hand was 
uumhabited, and wc had, tiicrefore, 
plenty of leisure to obsciwe our 
next-door ueighboursoa Hicotlier side. 

The house without tlie knocker was 
in the occuj^tion of a city derk, and 
tliere was a neatly-written bill iu tlie 
parlour window intimating that lodg¬ 
ings for a dnglc gcntlcmau were to ^ 
let within. 

It w'oaa neat, dull little house, on the 
shady aide of tlw way, wiifJi new, nar-. 
row doordoth in the jj>sssage, and new, 
narrow fitair-car]]ets up to the first 
floor- The paper was new, aud the 
paint was new, and lUc furniture was 
new ; and all three, paper, paint, and 
furniture, bespoke the limited means 
of the tenant. There was a little red 
and black carpet iu the drawing-room, 
with A border of fiooriug all the 
way rouad ^ a few stained choii^ and 
a Pembroke table. A phik shell was 
displayed on each of the little side- 
hoardSp which, widi the addition of a 
tea^ti’ay and caddy, a few mow sliclls 
on the mantelpiece, and three pea- 
cook^a feathers taatefully arranged 
above them, completed the decorative 
furniture of the apartment. 

This WAS the room destined for the 
reception of the single genUemon 
during the day, and a little back room 
on the same floor was assigited as bis 
sleeping Apartment by mghL 

The bUl had not been long in the 
witido'w, when a stout good-humoured 
lauking geutlemao, qf about five-and- 
thirty, appeared as a candidate for 
the tenancy- Terms were soon ar^ 
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rnagcd, for the bSl wa 4 Ukea down 
ioiTDediatoly after faia first Tisit Id a 
day or two the ^ntlemon cacne 

in, and ahordy aflerwardfl his real 
character came ouc« 

Firet of all, he dfepkjed a most 
extraordinary partiality for sitting up 
tiU three or four o^clock Ln the mora- 
ing, drinking Whiskeywater, and 
emoliing cigars i then ho invited 
friends home, who used to come at 
ten o’clock, and b^in to get happy 
about til* email hoars, when they 
evinced their perfect contentment by 
singing songs with half-a-dozen verses 
of twO' lines each, and a chorus of ten, 
wbieJi chorus used to be fihouted forth 
by the wliiole strength of the company, 
in the moat endmaiastic and vociferous 
manner, to the great annoyance of the 
neighboun;, and thespeclaj discomfort 
of another single gentleman overhead. 

Now, dus was bad ouDUgh, c>ccur- 
ring as it did three tiiues a week on 
tlie average, but this was not alt ; for 
when the company did go away, in¬ 
stead of walking quietly down the 
street, as auy h^y elects company 
would have done, they aniueed them^ 
selves by making alarming and fright¬ 
ful noises, and counterfeiting the 
shrieks of females ia diatreas j and 
one night, a red-faced gentlcmaD in a 
white bat knocked in the most 
urgent manner at the door of the 
powdered-headed old gentleman at 
No. 3, and when the powdered-headed 
old gentleman, who thought Oiie of his 
man'ied daughters muat have been 
taken ill prematurely, had groped down 
stairs, and after a great deal of unbolt¬ 
ing and kcy-tummg, opened tl^e 
street door, the red-faced mari in the 
white hat said he hoped he'd excuse 
hia giving him SO much trouble^ but 
he feel obliged if he’d favour him 
with a gloss of cold spring water, and 
the loan of a ahiliing for a cab to take 
him home, on which the old gentle¬ 
man slammed the door and went up 
staira, and threw the eontetits of his 
water jug'out of window ^very 
atraight, only it went over the wrong 
man ; and the whole atreet was in¬ 
volved in confusion. 


A joke's a joke ; and even practical 
jests are very capital in their way, if 
you can only get the other party to 
see the fun of them ; but the pcpula- 
tion of our street were so dull of 
apprehension, as to be quite lost to a 
Bcnso of the dmilety of this proceed-^ 
ing; and the consequence was, that 
our next-door neighbour was obliged 
to tell the single gentleman, that 
unless ho gave up entertaining his 
friends at norae, he really must be 
compelled to part with him« The 
single gentleman received the remon- 
strance with great goodl-humour, and 
promised from that time forward, to 
spend his evenings at a coifee-house— 
a detem^ination which afforded gene¬ 
ral and unmixed satisfaction^ 

The next night passed off very wcU, 
every bcidiy being delighted with the 
change; but on the next, the noises 
were renewed with greater spirit than 
ever. The single gentleman’s friends 
being unable to see him in hrs own 
liouse every altcnuite night, bad come 
to the determination of seebig him 
home every night i and what with the 
discordant greetings of the fHeuds at 
parting, and tlie noise created by the 
single gentleman in Ills pasbOge up 
stairs, and his subsequent strugglea to 
get bis boota off, the evil woa not to be 
borne, So, our next-door neighbour 
gave the siugle gentleman, who waa a 
very good lodger in other respects, 
notice to quit; aud the single gentle¬ 
man went away, and entertain^ his 
friends in other lodgings. ^ 

The next applicant for the vacant 
first floor, was of a very different cha¬ 
racter from the troublesome single 

f endcmaii who hod just quitted it 
le was a tall, thin, young genUeman, 
with a profusion of brown hajr,reddiflh 
whiskers, and very slightly developed 
mustaches. He wore a braided sur- 
tout, witli frogs behind, light gray 
trousers, and wash-leather gloves, ana 
had altogether rather a military ap- 
pearacce^ So unlike the roy storing 
single gentleman. Such iiisinuatiug 
manners, and such a delightful ad> 
dress t So seriously disposed, too ! 
When he first came to Wk at the 
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lodging?, lie inquired most partioulp^lj' 
whether he waa suie tm be a^bb to get 
ft seat in tJie pari&h church \ iind when 
he hud agreed to take them, he re- 
quested to l^ave a hat of the different 
local charities, os he intended to sub^ 
scribe his mite to the jnoat deserving 
ftjnang theitn 

Our ncAt-door neighbour was now 
perfectlv happ^. Ho had got a lodger 
at Iftat, of juat his own way of tbuik- 
sng—o serious, well'd imposed man^wbo 
ahborred gaiety, and loved retirement. 
He took down the bill with ft light 
heart, and pictured iit imagiiiation a 
long aeries of quiet Sundays, on whicii 
ho and hia lodger would exchange 
mutual civilities and Sunday papers^ j 

The serious man arrived, and his - 
luggage wod to arrive from the country 
next nmruing. He burrowed a clean 
shirt,and a prayei^book^frum our next- 
door neighbour, and retired to rest at 
an early hour, requesting that he might 
be cftUcd punctually at ten o^clnck next' 
morning—not bd'orc, as he was much j 
fatigued. j 

He was called, and did not answer ; I 
he was called again, Lnt there was no | 
reply. Our riext-door neighhemr be¬ 
came alarmed, and burst the door \ 
open. The serious man had left the ' 
jiDUBc raystenousiy; carrying with him 
the shirt, the praycr-bookj a tea-spoon, 
and tlie bedclutlics. 

Whether thist occurrence, coupled j 
with the iri'Cgularttien of Ids fonnei -' 
lodger, gave our next-door neighbour 
an aversion to single geatlemen, we 
know not ; wo only know that the 
next bill which made its appearance in 
the parlour window intliuated gene¬ 
rally, that thci'c were futDished apart¬ 
ments to let ou the first floor, Tiio 
bill was 60 OIJ renioved. The new 
lodgers at first attracted our curiosity, 
and afterwards excited our intereat 

They were a young lad of eighteen 
or nineteen, and hia mother, a My of 
about fifty, or it might be less. The 
znotiier waro a widow^s weeds, vid the 
boy was also clothed in deep mourn- . 
ing. They were poor—very poor ; 
for their only means of support arose 
from tlie pittance the boy earned, by 


copying writings, and traiialatiug for 
bookaelicrs^^ 

They had removed from Bameconutrt' 
place and eettlod In London ; paiily 
because it afforded better elunecs of 
employ men t for the boy, and partly, 
perhaps, witll the natural desire to 
; leave a place where they had been in 
better circumstances, and where tliuir 
poverty was know^ii. They wei^e proud 
under their reverses, and above re¬ 
vealing tlieir wants and privations to 
strangers. How hitter tboss priva¬ 
tions were, and how bard tlie boy 
worlted to remove them, no one ever 
knew but themselves. Night After 
night, twOjtlircc, four lioura after mld- 
nigiit, could we Iiear tlie occasional 
raking up of the scanty Arc, or the 
hollow ami half-stifled cough, which 
Indicated his bejm; still at work ; and 
day after day,could we sec more piiiinly 
that nature bad set that unearthly 
light in his plaintive face, vbich is Che 
beacon of her worst discabe. 

Actuated, wc hope, by a higherfecl^' 
ing than tnerc curiosity, wo contrived 
to establish, first ftu acquftintarice, and 
then ft close intimacy, with the poor 
Btrangers. Our worst fears were re¬ 
alised ; the boy was sinking fast. 
Through ft part of the winter, and the 
whole of tlic following spring and 
sunimor, his labours were unceasingly 
pixilong^ ; and tlie mother attempted 
to procure needlework cmbroitlery— 
anything for bread. 

A few shiKings now and then, were 
ftll fdiq could eaiTt^ The boy worked 
steadily on dying by minutes, but 
never once giving utterance to com¬ 
plaint or mui-mur. 

One l^eautiful aututnn evening we 
went to pay our customary visit to the 
invalid. H b little remaining strength 
had been decreasing ntpidly for two or 
three d.iys preceding, and he was lying 
<m the sofa at the open window, gazing 
at the setting sun. Ilia motlier had 
been reading tlic Bible to him, for she 
closed the book aa we catered, and 
advanced to meet us 

“ I was telling William,’^ she said, 
“that we must niauBgc to lake him 
into the country somewhere, sCttllftt 
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he may get quite well. He is net ill, 
you know, Vjut he 10 not very Gtivrng, 
end Jiea exertod liinisoif too uiudi 
llitely.'* FiMr Hiing^ ] The temna tJmt 
Btreuned through her fingera, uq die 
turned eeidot as if to xdjuei her close 
widow'a cap, too plainly showed how 
fi'ultlc&3 was tUc attempt tu dcccivo 
heraeir. 

We aat down tho head of tlic 
Bofn, but BP id nothing, for we saw the 
breath of life wao pawng goutly bat 
I'apidJy from the young form liefoi'e 
us. At every nespu'atloja, his heart 
beat more slowly. 

The boy placed one Jiand m ours, 
grasped his inotlier^B anu wIcLl the 
other, drew her hastily towards liim, 
and fervently kissed her cheek. There 
was a pause. He sunk back upon Jiis 
pillow, and looked long and earnestly 
in hismotlior'a face. 

** Wilham, William I ” murmured 
the modierivl'ter a long interval, don^t 
look at me so—speak to me, dear 1 ** 


The boy smiled lauguidly, but ao 
inetant aftfirwiurdHhie features resolved 
into the same cold, solemn ga^e. 

WiLliam, dear William 1 rouse 
yourself, dear j don't look at me so, 
love—pray don't! Oh, my God! what 
sliall Ido eried the widow, clasping 
licr liands in agony—my dear boy I 
he is dying r’ 

The boy raised lumself by a violoat 
effort, and folded his hands together— 
** Mother ! deox^ dear mother, bury 
me in tlxe open fields—anywhere but 
in these dreadful streets. 1 should 
like to be where you can sec my grave, 
but not in thuso close crowded streets ; 
they liavc killed me ; kiss tne again, 
mother ; put your arm round my 
neck^'^ 

He fell back, and a straiige expres- 
iiion stole upon his features ; not of 
pain or suffering, but an iiideacribabla 
hKing of every line aud muscle. 

Tho boy was dead. 
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SCENES. 

CHAPTER L 

TiiE Honyicfat 


The appparance presentpd hy the 
Btreets of London an hour l>efor« eun- 
riftC) on A aummer’s mornings is most 
fltril^ing eren to the few whose unfor* 
tunate pnrsiiitaef pleasure^ orscareelj 
less uofortanato pursuits of buainessi 
cause them to be well aeiij^uaiDted with 
the scene. There is nn air of cold, 
solitary tleaolalinn about the noiseless 
streets whid^ we are accustomed to 
see thronged at other timea hy a busy, 
eager crowd,and over the quiet,elosciy- 
ehut huildinga, which throughout the 
day are ewarming witli life and buatk, 
tliat ia very impresaivc:* 

The last drunken man, who shall 
6nd his way home before sun-light, 
lias just staggered Jicavily along, roar¬ 
ing Out the bui'den of the drinking 
song of the previous night: the lost 
houseless vagi'ant whom penury and 
police liave Left in the sti^-ets, hna 
coiled Up jiiy chilly liniba in some 
paved comer, to dream of food »iid 
wamitlu The drunken, tho dissipated, 
nnd the wretched liave disappeared ; 
the more sober and Orderly part of the 
population have not yet aw^akened to 
the labours of tlic day. and the still¬ 
ness of death is over the streets; its 
very Jixie seems to be imparted to 
thorn, cold anil lifeless as they look in 
tho gray, eombre light of daybreak. 
The ofmeh-standH in the tapger tho¬ 
rough farea are deserted ; the night- 
houacs are closed; and the ejmsen 
promenadea of profligate miacty are 
empty. 

An occasional polscciDEin may alone 
he seen at the street-comers, listlessly 
gazing on the deserted prospect before 


1 him ; and now and then a rakish-look- 
ing cat ruita atealtliily aci'oss the read 
and descends hia ofin area with aa 
much caution and alynes^a—hounding 
first on the water-butt, then on the 
dust-hole, and then alighting on the 
flag-stones—as if he were eonsciouji 
that his charnoter depended on his gal* 
Untry of tlie preceding night cecajdng 
public observatioiu A psrtlally opened 
bedrooiu-w'indow here and thei'C, be* 
speaks the heat of the weatlier, and 
the uneasy slumbers of its occupant; 
and the dim scanty flicker of the rueh- 
liglii, through the window-blind, de¬ 
notes the cliAmber of W'atching or 
sickness. Tyith these few exceptions^ 
the sti'cets present no signs of life,nen 
the houaes of habitation. 

An hour wears away; the spires of 
the churches and roofs of the principal 
buildings arc faintly tinged with tim 
light of the rising sun; and tlie streets^ 
by almost imperceptible degrees, begin 
to resume their bustle and animation. 
Market-carts roll slowly along ; the 
sleepy waggoner Impi^tiently urging on 
his tired horses, or vainly endeavour¬ 
ing to awaken tho boy, who, luxuriouuly 
stretched on the top of the fruit-boa- 
keto, forgets, in happy oblivion, his 
long-cherislied curiosity to behold the 
Wonders of London, 

Rough, Bleepydooking animaU of 
strange appearance, sometbiug between 
ostlers and hackney-coachmen, begin 
to take down the shutters of early 
publtc-houees; and little deal tables, 
with the onilnary preparations for a 
street breakfast, make their apfjcarance 
at the customary statioiisL NumberB 
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of mea and women (pvincl pally the 
latter), corryiii^ upon Iheir lieaTy 
baaUeta of Iniltp toil down the park aide 
of Piccndilly^ on their way to Covent 
Garden, nnd, following eaeh other in 
rapid aueceaslon, form a long Ptrag- 
gling line from tlienec to tlie turn of 
5ie road at Kniglilabridge, 

Here and tliere, a bncklayer*a la^ 
hourer, with the day^s dinner tied up 
in a Isaiidkerchief, walks brjakly to his 
work, and occasionally a little knot of 
three or four echoolboys on a stolen 
batlilng expeditLon rattJe merrily over 
the pavement, tlielr boiaterous niii'tli 
contrasting forcibly with the deincan- 
our of the little sweep, who, having 
knocked and rung till hie arm aches^ 
and being interdteted by a merciful 
legislature from endangering his lungs 
by calling out, sits patiently down on 
tlie doov'Step until tlie housemaid may 
happen toawake^ 

Cerent Garden market, and tlie ave^ 
nues leading to it, are thronged with 
carts of all sorts, sizes, and descrip¬ 
tions, from the heavy lumbering wag¬ 
gon, with ita four stout horses, to the 
jingling costermonger's cart with its 
consumptive donkey. The pavement 
is already strewed with decayed cab- 
bage-l ea ves, broken hay bauds, an d all 
the indescrihahlc litter of a vogctible 
market t men are shouting, carta back¬ 
ing, horaca neigbiiig, boy a fightiug, 
baaket-women talking, piensen expa- 
tiatiiig ou the excellence of their pastry, 
and donkeye braying. These and a hun¬ 
dred other sounds form & compound 
discordant enough to a Londoner's ears, 
and remarkably dtaagreeablc to those 
of country gentlemen who a.re sleeping 
at the lliunmufufi for the ^j'at time. 

AnotJier hour passes away, and the 
day Lpcgina in good earnest. The ser¬ 
vant ol' all work, wbo, under the plea 
of slei^ping very soundly, has utterly 
disregard^ "* MiscisV’ ringing lur half 
an hour previously, is warned by Mas¬ 
ter {whom Mi&sJe haa aent up in Lis 
di'apery to th% landing-place for that 
purp*:^), that it '’s half-past six, where- 
npon she awakes all of a sudden, with 
welt-feigned astonishment, and goes 
do]yn st/urB very sulkily^ wishiDg, while 


she airikes a ^l^bt, tliat the principle 
of spontaneous coinbuBtion would ex¬ 
tend itself to coals and kitchen range. 
When the Are la lighted, she opens the 
street-door to take in the milk, wheu, 
by the most singular coincidence in 
ihe world, she dijsoovers that the ser¬ 
vant next door has just taken in her 
milk too, and that Mr< Todd^s young 
man over the way, is, by an equally 
extraurdinary chance, taking down bis 
mastez^B utters. The inevitable con- 
I sequence is, lliat slic just steps, milk- 
j jug in hand, os fur as next door, just 
to say ** good morning/' to Bctey Clark, 
and that Mr. Todd^s young man just 
Steps over the way to say ** good mom- 
ijigto both of ^em ; and as the afore¬ 
said Mr. Todd^ii young man is almofli 
as good-looking and fascinating as the 
baker himself, tlie conversation quickly 
becomes very interesting, and pi^bably 
would become more so, if Betsy Clarkes 
Missis, who always will be a iollowiii^ 
her about, didn't give au angry tap at 
her bedroom window, on which Mr.. 
Todd’s yomig tuau tries to whistle 
coolly, us he goes back to his shop 
much faster tliau he came Irom it * 
aud the two girls run back Co their 
I'espective places, and bhut their etreet- 
doors wilJi surprising softness, each of 
them poking their Ticflde out of the 
front parlour^window, a minute after- 
I wards, however, ostenfilbly with the 
view of looking at the nuaiJ wliich just 
then paa$e$ by, hut really for the pur- 
[>Go of catching an other gluapse of 
Ir. Todd’s young man, who btiug fond 
of mails, but more of females, takes a 
short look at the malls, and a long look 
at the girUj.much to tlie aatisfactioB of 
all parties concecn^J, 

The moil itself goes on to the coaob'^ 
office in due course, and the pabwngerg 
who ai'c going out by the CEtidy coach, 
Btaio witli astonlehment at the pasfien-^ 
gcra wLo nre coming in by tha early 
coach, who look blue and dismal, and 
are evidently under the iiiflueaco of 
thatodJ feeling produced by tmveiling, 
which makes the cvemta of yesterday 
morning seem os if they had Viappeued 
at least six months ago, and inducea 
people to wondtr w^ith consldemble 
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gravity whether the f^ieo^3B and relv 
liou$ tJiey took leave of a fnrtnight 
before, I'lave altered cnucli ainee they 
left them. The coach-ofiice ia all alivei 
aud the eoaehea whidi are just goiuE 
out, ai'e aurrounded by the usual crowd 
of Jews and nondescripts, who seem to 
Consider, Heaven knows why, that it is 
quite Imposfllble any man can cDouat a 
coach without rcquiriDg at least dr- 
pennyworth of oranges, a penknife, a 
pockci>book, a last-year's annual, a 
pencil-case, a piece of apouge, and a 
small series of caricatures. 

Half an hoiLr tnore> and tlie sun 
darts hia bright rays cheerfully down 
the Etill! half-empty streets, and Bitinea 
widi sufficient force to rouse the dism&l 
lazineos of tlie apprentice, who pauses 
every otlicr mmutc from his task of 
sweeping out the shop and watering 
the pavement in front of it, te tell 
anotlier apprentice bimilorly employed, 
how hot It will be to-day, or to stand 
with his right hand shading hia eyes, 
and his left resting on tlie broom, 
gazing at the “ Wonder,” or the 
Tally-ho," or the ** Nimrod/' or some 
other fast coach, till it is out of eight, 
when he re-enters the shop, envying 
the passengers on the outside of the 
fast coach, and thinking of the old red 
brick house « down in the country,” 
where he wont to whool; the miseries 
of the milk and water, and tliiek bread 
and scrapings, fading into nothing be- | 
fore tile pLcaaojit recollection of tlie 
green field tlie boya used to play in, 
and the green poud he was caned for 
preeumiDg to fall into, and other 
schoolboy asaociationg. 

Cabs, with trunks and band-boxes 
between the drivers^ lege and outside 
the apron, rattle briskly up :iud doiiiii 
the streets on their way to the coacb^ 
offices or steam-packet wliarfs ; and 
the cab-drivers and hackney-coachmen 
who sre on the aUind polish up die ' 
omameutaJ part of their dingy vehteJes 
—the fomaer wondering how people 
can prefer ** them wild l^agt caffwang 
of houmlbuaeg, to a riglar cab with a 
fast trotter/^ and the latter admiring 
how people can trust their necks into 
one of ^ them crazy cabs, when tliey 


can have n 'spectable ^iLekiicy cotchc 
with a pair of ^oraes as von^t run. away 
with no vun a consolation unques¬ 
tionably founded on fact, seeing that a 
hackney cuach-horse never was known 
to run at all, except,” as the smart 
cabman in front of the rank observes, 
** except one, and he run backward 
The shops are now completely 
opened, and apprenUceg and shop- 
men are bueily engaged in deoiling 
and decking tlie windows for the day« 
The bakers^ shops in towu are 
with servants and children waiting for 
the drawing of the first batch of rolls 
—an operation which was performed 
, a full hour ago in the suburbs; for the 
early clerk population of Somers and 
Caiudcn towns, Islington, aiid Peiiton- 
viiie, aro fust pouring into the city, or 
directing their steps towards Ciumcery* 
lane and tlie Inns of Court. IVJiJdle^ 
aged men, whose salai'ieu have by no 
Dieous increised in tlie same propoo 
tinn au tlieir faztiilics, plod ^^teadi Ly 
along, apparently with no object! iu 
view but the ceutiting-house ; know- 
3 mg by sight almost everybody tlicy 
j meet or overtake, for they have seen 
tiicm every mom In g (Sundays ex¬ 
cepted) during the last twenty years, 
but speaking to no one. If tiiey do 
happen to overtake a personal ac- 
qu&lutance, they just exchange a 
burned ealutatitm, and keep walking 
oh either by his side, or in front of 
him, as liis rate of walking may chance 
to be. Ah to fttopping to inhake iiauds, 
or to take the friend^s arm, they acem 
to think that as it is not included id 
their salary, they have no riglit to do 
it. Small office liida in large bats, 
who are made men before tliey are 
boys, huny along in paii^s, witJi their 
first coat carefully bimlied, und fJie 
white trousers of last Sunday plenti¬ 
fully besmeai'cd with duit aud ink. 
It evidently requli-es a considerable 
mental struggle to avoid investing 
part of i-he day*fl dinner-money in the 
purchase of the stale tarts so tempt¬ 
ingly exposed in dusty tica at the 
pastiy-cook'a doors; but a consclous- 
uese of their own importajice and the 
receipt of seven ehiliinga a-week, with 
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the pft>ApQct en eairlv iiae to eight, | 
cornea to their aid, and they aecord- 
is^ly put their liata a little more on 
cne eide, and look under the bonnets 
of all the milliners' and staymakers* 
apprentices they meet—poor girls J— 
tlio hardest worked^ the worst paid,' 
and too often, the worst used class of 
the community. 

Eleven o'clock, and a new set of i 
people hll the etfeebi. The goods in 
the 8hop*windows arc invitingly ar¬ 
ranged ; the shopmen in their white 
neckcrchiefa and spruce coatS] look as ' 


if tliey couldn't clean a window if 
their lives depended on it; the carta 
havo disappeared from Coveut Garden; 
the waggoners have returned, and tlie 
costermongers Tcpairedto their ordi¬ 
nary beats *' in the suburbs j clerks 
are at tlieir offices, and gigs, cabs, 
omnibuses, and saddie^horsefl, are 
conveying their masters to the same 
deatinatioii. The streets are thronged 
with a vast eoneourse of people, gay 
and shabby, rich and poor, idle and 
induetrions ; and we rome to the heat, 
1 bustle, and activity of Jioo.v, 
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But tiic Atreets of London, to be : 
beheld in the very height of their | 
glory, should be seen on a dark, duU, 
murky winter's night, when there is 
just enough dump gently stealing 
down to make the pavement greasy, 
without clcauMTig it of any of its 
impurities ; and wlieu the heavy lazy 
mist, w^hich liaiigs over every object, 

3ual:GS the gaa-luTups look brighter, 
and the brill intitly-lightcd sliops mure 
splendid, from the contrast tltey piie- 
sent to the darkness around. All tJio 
people who ai-o at home on micli a 
night as this, seem disposed to mate 
them solves as snug and comfoi'table as 
possible I and ilie passengers in Uie 
atrocts have excellent reason to envy 
the fortunate individuals who are 

seated by tlieii' own firesides 

In the larger and better kind of 
streebt, dining-parlour curtfujig are 
eloflaly drawn, kitclLcn tires blaze 
brightly up, mid savoury steams of 
hot di tin era salute the nostrils of the 
hungry wayfarer, aa ho plods wearily 
by the area I'ailings. In the suburbs, 
the mul!lia-b(^ liuga his way down 
the little street, mudi more slowly 
than he la wont to do ; for Mi’S. 
Mackiin, of No. 4, bos no sooner 
opened her little stref^t-door, and 


screamed out ^ Muffins twith all 
her might, limn Mrs. Walker, at No*.% 
puts her head out of the parlour- 
window, Slid scronma “Muffins ! ” too ; 
and Mtul Walker hna scarcely got tlie 
words out of her lips, than Mrs Pep- 
low, over the way, lets loose Master 
Peplow, who darts down the street, 
w'Jtii a velocity which nothing but 
buttered nmflina in perspective could 
pOHsibly inapire, uid drags the boy 
bnck by main force, whereupon Ml'S. 
Macklin and Mrs. Wnlker, juet to 
save the boy trouble, and to say a few 
neighbourly words to Mrs Peplow at 
the same time, run over tlie way and 
buy dieir muffins at Mrs^ Feplow'a 
door, when it appears from the volun¬ 
tary statement of Mrs. Walter, that 
her kittli; jifit a bJUng, and the 
cups and soi-scrs ready laid," and that, 
as it was such a wretched night out V 
doors, she'd made up her mind to 
have n nice hot comfortable cup o' 
tea—a determination at which, by ttw 
most singular coiucideneo, the other 
two ladJea had simultaueoualy arrived. 

AfLir a little conversatioa about 
tlie w retchedneas of the weather and 
tlie mocits of tea, with a digreBaion 
relative to the vlciousneas of boys as 
a rule, and the amiabibty of Master 
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Pe|j .ption, Mrs. Wallier 

pees id coming down tlie 

street he must want hii tea, 

poor dfter his dirty walk from 

the I -S) she jiisLandy rung acro^s^ 
nmfiiij >0 hand, and Mr«. Maekliii 
does t Rame, sti d after a few 'words 
to Mrs. iVuLker^ tliey all pop into their 
little houses, and slam their little 
Bti‘eet-doors, vhich are not opened 
ag&ia for the reinainder of the even- 
in^, except to the nine o'clock " heer,^’ 
'H'hocoiiieg round with a lantern in front 
of hib tray, and savb» as he lends Mrs. 
Walker ** Yesu»rdoy’'fl 'Tiscr,^' chat 
he^a blessed if he ean hardly liold the 
]»Dt, much Jesa feel Che pa^r, for it^g 
one of tlie bitterest iilgluo he everfdt, 
*cept the ni^ht when the man was 
fiozeii to death in the Brick-held. 

After a.^ittle prophetic cooversa- 
tioti with the |ruliceman at the stt'cet- 
eorner, toiieUiii[^ a probable change in 
the weatJicr^ and the sottitig'in of a 
hanl iroatj the nine oVtuck beer 
1 * 010 ms ti> his )na£iler’'s house, and 
employe himgelf for the reniaiiiiJRr of 
tlie evening, in asBlduoiisly stirring 
tlie lop-iTtoiu fire, and deforentiailiy 
taking; part in the coiiver'iAtion of the 
Worthies nsKeniljled round ih 

The flli-eots in the vkiiiity of the 
Marsli-gatc and Victoria Theatre pre> 
sent an appearance of dirt and dis¬ 
comfort on Hiieh a night, w'hicJi the 
groups who lounge about tliem in no 
degree tend to dimiuieli. Even the 
littlo block-tin temple sacred to baked 
potatoes, iiunjiouiiled by a splendid 
design ill variegated lamps, looks loss 
gu}' than Usual ; and bs to the kidney- 
pie stand, itfi glory has quite departeds' 
The candle iu the transparent lamp, 
manufactured of oil-paper, cmbelliahed 
With **cbaracters,’* haa been blown' 
out fifty times, ao tlie kidney^pie' 
iiiercbaTiC, tired with running back- 
war<]s and f-orwArds Co the UeXt wino- 
VAults, to get a light, has given up the 
ideaot illuminatioa in despair,and tlie 
only sign*! of bis w^bereobout/^ are i 
the bright uparks, of which a long irt^ 
gular tram is whirled down the stiTeot, 
every time he opens his portable oven 
to hand a hot kiduey-pie to a customer. 

17 o. 


Flat fish, oyster, and fruit Tsnden 
linger hopelessly Ln the kennel, in vain 
endeavouring to attract cufitoineru; 
and the ragged boys who usually dia* 
port themselves about the atreetii, 
stand crouched in Utile knots m bouie 
projecting doorway, or under tlie can¬ 
vas blind of tlie cheuscmongcr’s, where 
great flaring gas lights, unshaded by 
any glass, dispby huge piles of bright 
red, and pale yellow cheeses, mingled 
with little five-penny dabs of dingy' 
bacon, various tubs of weekly Dorset, 
and cloudy lulls of best fiTwh.^^ 

Here iliey lunnao theiuselvcg with 
theatrical converse, ai'isiiig out of 
their last hall-price visit to the Vie-^ 
toria gallery, admire tlie terrific com¬ 
bat, which is nightly encored, and 
expatiate on the mimitable nianrer in 
which Bill Thdinpson can come the 
double monkey,’- or go through the 
niysteriouB in volutions of a sailorly 
hornpipe. 

It is nearliy eleven o^'lock, and the 
cold thin ram which has been drizding 
so long, is beginning to pour down in 
good eurneat; the baked-potato man 
has departed—the kiduey-pie man ha.^ 
just walked away with hia warehciu^a 
on his arm—the eheoEcmonger boa 
drawn m hj» bhnd, and tlie boya have 
dispersed. The constant clicking of 
pattens on the ali[>py and niievcii 
pavement, and the rustling of unibvel- 
lasj as the wind blows agaiiiat the 
^hop-wiiidow'A, bear testimony to the 
inclemency of tlie night ; and the 
polieemaii, ivith his oilskin cape Lut^ 
toned closely rotind him, eeenis as lie 
hobls lus hat on his head, and turns 
rovtid to avoid the gust uf vvind and 
rain which drives against him at the 
htreet Corner, to be very far from con¬ 
gratulating himself ou tile prospect 
before him. 

I’lie littie chandlor^B shop with the 
cncked bell behind the door^ 'who^e 
rtielaiicholy tlzialmg has been regulated 
by the demand for quarterns of sugar 
and hair-ounces of coffee, is shutting 
np« Tlie crowd g wdiich have been 
paesing to and fro during the whole 
day, SI'S rapidly dwindling away i aiid 
tlie noise of shouting and quan-eiliug 
H 3 
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which laBues from the puhlic-^houseB. 
V almn&t the only touiTd that breaks 
the melancholy etiilocHs of ths 

TJiere waa anoilior, but it has ceuAeih 
That wfettheJ woman with the infant 
in her anna, round whose mcaj^re 
form tfie reiunant of her own scanty 
shawl is Corel oily wrap|.)ed, haa been 
attemptm^ tn eing some popular hiilJadf 
in tlic hope of wringii))^ a few penetr 
from the cornpasadonate passer-by. A 
brutal laugh at her weak voice is nil! 
she has gamed. The tears fall thick 
and fa^^t down her own pale rsce, the 
ehiild is cold and hungry, and its low 
half-stifled wailing adds to the misery 
of its wretched mother^ as she moEuis 
abud, and sinks despairingly down, 
on a cold damp door^step. 

Singing ! How few gf tVi03« who 
pass such a miserable creature tins, 
tliiiklt of the angukh of heart the 
sinking of soul and spirit, which the 
very efliirt of singing pivduce& Bitter 
mockery t Di&ease, neglect, and 
stai-vation, faintly articulatiiUg the 
worda of the joyous ditty, that has 
enlivened your hours of feasting and 
merriment, God knows how often I 
It is no subject of jeering* The weak 
tremulous voice tells a tearful tale of 
want and famishing ; and the feeble 
singer of tins roaring song may turn 
away, only to die of cold aud hunger* 
One o'ch>ck I Parties returning 
from the different tlieatres foot it 
through the muddy streets; cabs, 
hackney-coaches, carriHges, and the¬ 
atre omnibuses, roll swiftly by ; water¬ 
men wiEh dim dirty lanterns in tlieir 
hands, and large brass plates upon 
their breasts, who have b^n shouting 
and rushing about for the lost two 
hnurci, retire to their watering-houses, 
to solace themselves with the creature 
COml[>rta of pipes and purl ; the half- 
price pit and box frequenters of tJie 
the&trciS throng to the different houses 
of refreshment ; and chops, kidneys, 
rabbits, qysters, stout^ cigars, and 
“ goes inmimenble, ore serv^ up 
amidst a noise and confusion of 
smoking, running, kuife-clattering, 
mixt waiter-chattering, perfectly U3- 
describable* 


The more musical po ,ay- 

going fomm«inity bet* elves 

to some harmonic nit. 4s a 

matter of cunosity let us . them 

HiiLher for a few moments. 


In a lofty roam of spaciou»» imen- 
sions, arc seated sfime eighty &hua- 
died guests knocking tittle pewter 
meoRureaon the tables,and hammering 
away, with tlie handled of their kuivea, 
os if they were so many trunk-inakei's. 
They ore applauding a glee, which has 
just been executed by the three “ pro- 
feesional gentlemen " at tbe top of the 
centre table, one of whom ia in the 
chftir—tlie little poitipous man with 
the bald head just emerging from tlie 
collar of his green coat, The otliers 
are seated on either side of htm—the 
stout man with the email voice, and 
the tfI in-faced dark mar iu black. 
Tlie little man in the chaib is a most 
amusing portfonage,^ruc^ Goodeaceiid- 
ing grandeur, atul tuck a voice I 
** Bass I ** as the young gentleman 
near us with the blue stock forcibly 
remarks to hjs compaiiion, “ base ] 1 
brieve you ; he can go down lower 
than any man ; so low sometimes that 
you can't bear him.” And a<i he does* 
To hear him growling away^gi-adually 
lower and lower down, tiU he caii^t 
get bock again, is the m^et delightful 
thing 111 the world, and it is quite Im- 
posaible to witnei^ unmoved the im- 
presaive solemnity wirli which he 
pours forth his soul in “ My 'art's in 
the 'igh lands,” or ^*T’he bt^ve old 
Hoak,” The stout man is also ad¬ 
dicted to scntiinentality, and warbles 
Fly, fly from the world, my Besay, 
with me,^' or some such song, with 
lody-likc eweetnesa, and in the moet 
seductive tonea imaginable* 

** Pray give your oi'iiers, genH'm'n 
—pi'ay give your orders,'^^—Hays the 
palc-tac^ man with the red head ; 
and demands for *^goes^* of gin and 
** goes” of brandy^ and pints of stout, 
and cigars of peculiar mildnees, ore 
vocifemiLsIy made from all parts of 
the room. The “ professional gen¬ 
tlemen” are in the very height of their 
glory, and bestow conJeseeiidingnods, 
or oven a word or two of recoguitiou 
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on the better knfiflm frequenter^ of 
the room, in the moit blvici And 
pfttroni^in^ meaner pnuiblo^ 

That liitle rennd-feeed man, with 
the Bmell brown surteut, white stock¬ 
ing and sheca, ia in the comic line } 
the iDiKcd airofseir-denUlj and Tncntel 
conaciouaucBC of hie owa powere, with 
which he acknowledgec tba ceU of 
the chair, is pariicglarJy gratifying. 
*^G«n’'iVncn/* B&ya the little pompous 
man I accom panning the word with a 
knock of Uie president's hammer on 
the table—■^ GenTmen^ allow me to 
claim your attention—our friend, Mr, 
Smuggins will oblige.”—Bravo I *’ 
flhout Ciic company; and Smuggina^ 
after a considerable quantity of cougii^ 
inp by way of flymphony, and a most 
facetious sniff or two, which afford 
general delight, sings a comic song, 
with a tftl de-ral—tol-de-roJ chorus at 
the end of every veise^ much longer 
than the verse itself. It is received 
with unbounded applause, and after 


some aspiring geniua has Toluntccrod 
a recitation,and failed dismally therein, 
the little pompous nian gives another 
knock, ud iiays, ^<Gen'1Wn, we will 
attempt a glee, if you plea*e/' This 
announcoment calls fi»rth tumuUuous 
applause, and the more energetic 
spirits exprp«s the uaqiiulified appro¬ 
bation Jt affensis them, by knocking 
one or two etout glajiscs off their legs 
—a humorous device ; but one whi^ 
frequently ocdU^ioOB same slight alter¬ 
cation when tli4 form of paying the 
damage is proposed to le gone through 
by the waiter. 

Scenes hke these ere continued 
until three or four o'clock in the 
morning; and even whun they close, 
fnewh ones o|>cn to the inquisitive 
novice. But as a description of all of 
tliem, however flight, would require a 
volume, the coj»teuta of wliich, how¬ 
ever insti^uctive, woulil be by no 
moans pleasing, we make euT bow, 
aud drop tlie curtain. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

SJlOra APTD THEIR tenants^ 


What mexhauatihle fnod for epecu^ 
do the atretls of London afford! 
We BtTcr were able to agree Tvith 
Sterne in pitjitig \b& maa who could 
travel frojo J>4Ui to Beeraheba,and say 
tlmt all wa^ Laim^u i we Tiave not the 
etighteBt eon^nif^mtion for the mao 
who can take op hia hat and «tick, and 
walk from Coven t-ganien to St. Paul'e 
churchyard, and buck into the bargain, f 
without deriving e^^me anDU&emeut— 
we had almoat Haiti instruction—froin 
his p eram bulati on. A od yet th ere are 
ftud^ beirig&: we meet tliem every day. 
Large bliiuk atocka and Light waist- 
cOate, jetcaiiCEf uod diseolitentcd cOuO- 
teTianceH^arc tlie chai acteritjtics of the 
race ; other people brush quickly b)' 
you, steadily plodding on to business, 
or chdcrfulty j'uniiing after jdcasui'e. 
These men linger lislLctsly jmat, look¬ 
ing SB happy and animated as a police- ; 
man on duty. Nothing aeems to make 
an imprOBHlon on tlieir ni icicle: nothing 
short of being kiirwked down by a 
porter, or iiin oi'or by n cab, wdll dis¬ 
turb dteir eipiaFlintity. You will meet 
them on n fine dui in niiyof the leading 
thoroughfares: p(?ep thivmgh the win¬ 
dow of a wpfit-end cigar-shop in the 
evening, if you can uiauagc to get a 
glimpse bet ween the blue curtains 
which intei'c^'f^t the vulgar gaze, and 
you flee ihein in their only enjoyment 
of tJti&tcKcc, The™ they uro lounging 
about, on round tuba and pipe-boxes, 
in all the dignity of whiskei's^ nnd 
gilt watrh-guarrTtt j whift[icring soft 
nothings to tlie young lady iu amber, 
witli the lai'go ear-rings, who, as she 
aits behind the counter in a blaze of 
adoration and ga^-hght, is the admi¬ 
ration of all the female i^ervauts in Liie 
neigh bonrhoful, and the envy of every 
milJiuer's Af^prentiue williia two miles 
round. 

One of our principal amuseTnents is 
to watch the gradual ypivigrcBS—the 
rise or fall—of particular sliopa "We 


bavo tormed an iutimato acquiuntsuco 
with several, iu diCferent parts of town, 
and are perfectly acqurtinted with their 
whole hUtoiy, We could name off* 
hand, twenty at Icoat, which wc are 
quite sure have paid no taxes for 
the last six years. They are never 
inhabited for more tlian two months 
coDsecotively, ttnd, we verily believe, 
have witnessed every retail trade in 
the directory. 

There is one, whose history ig a 
aainple of the revt, m whose fate wo 
have taken especkil mtomt, having 
had the pleasure of knowing it ever 
&ince it has been a shop. It is oq the 
iSutrey aide of the water—a little dis¬ 
tance beyond the Muiijli g^itc. It wm* 
originally a Qubatautial, good-looking 
private houHe enough; tk* landlord 
got into didiciiliies, the house got into 
Dhancefy, the tcuant 'Fveiit away, and 
the bouse went to miu. At thia 
period uur acquaiutnncu with it COM- 

tuencoil: the pmot vFSt;4 all worn off; 
tlie windows wore b^keu, the area 
wiiA gr^en with uegiucb qud the Qver- 
Uow'iugA of the waLcr-buLt; the butt 
]t™lf Well witbouta hd.aud the street- 
titior was tho very picture of misery. 
The chief pastime of the children in 
the viemity had bseu to Assemble m a 
body on lie Steps^ und take it in turn 
Ui knock loud double knocks at the 
door, to the gr^at faction of the 
iieighbouT^ generally, and especially 
of the uoPFons old Udy next door 
but one* N^amerous eciHiplaiiitB were 
uiudcp. and ijev'eral bijulII bofilns of 
water di-'Chaiged over the offenders, 
but without effect in this state of 
things, the mariucH^tore dtroler at the 
comer of tlie street, in the moat 
ublining manner took the knocker off. 
nud^ldit: and the unfortunate house 
looked mnre wretched thau ever* 

We deserted our friend for a few 
weeks. What wne our surprise, on 
our return, to find no trace of its 
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existence! la ita placo wu a hbad- 
flOiine ahopp f^E Approaching to a state 
<i{ canipletioii, and on the shutters 
were large biUa, informing the public 
that it would $^]orl]y he opened with 
*^aii extensive stock of liiiea-drapei^ 
aud hal>evdiishevj%" It opened in due 
course; there was the name of the 
proprietor ** and Co.“ in gilt letters^ 
almost too dajiizUng to look at^ Such 
ribbons aud ehawls ! Aiid two each 
elegant young men behind the counter, 
each in a clean collar and white neck* 
clothf liJ^e the lover in a farce. As 
tn the propriemr^ he did nothing but 
walk Up and down the shop, and hand 
Scats to the ladies^ and hold importaut 
conversations widt the handaomeet of 
the young meti, who was shrewdly 
auepected by the neighhoui-s to be the 
“ Co/* Wo saw all this with sorrow; 
wo felt a fatal presotitiment that the 
ahop was doumed—and so it was. Its 
decay was slow^ hut sure. Tickets 
gradiiaUy appeared in ttie windows; 
then rolls of Haniiel, with labels on 
them, were stuck outside the door; 
t)>en a bi^l ]iiasteJ on the street- 
door, iatimating that the first floor 
was to let tcniurnished; then ono of 
Che young men dtsappeared altogether, 
and the olher took to a black necker¬ 
chief, and tlie proprietor took to drink¬ 
ing. The shop became dirty, broken 
panes of glass remained unmended, 
and the stock disa|tpeared picccmcAl. 
At la^t the company's man came to 
cut off the water, and tlien tilie linen- 
draper cut off himself, leaving the 
landlord his compliments and tlie key. 

The next occupant was a faucy 
ticner. The shop was more modestly 
palatod than befurc, still it was neat ; 
but somehow we always thought, as 
we passed, that it looked like a poor 
and struggling concern. We wished 
tlie man well, hut wc tretnhled for his 
aucceaa. He was a widower evidently, 
and had employment elsewhere, for lie 
passed ufl every morning on his.road 
to the city. The business was carried 
on by his eldest daughter. Poor girl! 
she needed no assiatauce. Wc occa^ 
sionaJEy ctiiight a glimpse of two or 
tliree childrea, in niuiiruing like hoc- 


self, as they sat ia the little parlour 
behind the shop; and wo ne ver passed 
at night without Seeing the ehlest ^1 
at work,either for them,or in making 
some ele^'ant little triflt; for sale. We 
often thought, as her pale face looked 
TDoro sod and pensive in the dim 
candle-1iglit, that if tlioee thought- 
leaa females who interfere witli Dm 
miserable market of poor creatures 
such as these, knew but one half of the 
misery they suffer, and the bitter pri- 
vatiuns they endure, in their honour¬ 
able attempts to earn a scanty stibsist- 
ence, they would, perhapn, resign even 
opporlunities for the gratification of 
vanity, and an immodest love of self- 
diaplay, ratlier than drive tliem to a 
Last dreadful resource, which it wO'Uld 
ahock the delicate feelings nf Dicao 
charitable ladies to hear named. 

But we are foi^uttin;? the shop* 
’Well, we contiiuied to watch it, and 
every day showed bw clearly the in¬ 
creasing poverty of ih inmates. The 
children were clean, it ia truej. but 
their dothea were threadbare and 
shabby; no tenant ha^l been pnicurcd 
for the upper pai-t of the house, from 
the IcUing of which, a portion of the 
meatm of paying the rent was to Jiave 
been derived, and a alow, waiting con¬ 
sumption prevunted theeMi>«t girl from 
continuingherexprLions. Quarter-day 
arrived. The landlord had suffered 
from Die extravagance of liia last 
tenant, aiid he had no compassion for 
the strujgglea of bis successor ; he put 
in on execution. As we passed one 
morning, the broker^a men were re¬ 
moving the Li tile furniuire there was 
In the house, and a newly-poatod bill 
iElfortnedi UB it waq again ** To LeL** 
What became of the last tenant we 
never could Icam; we believe the girl 
it past all suffering, and beyond ali 
nrrow. God help her! We hope 
■he is. 

We were somewhat eurione to a^oeis 
tain what would be the next stage—for 
(hat the place had no chance of sue- 
Cefiding now, was pei'fecDy clear. The 
bill was soon taken down, and eome 
alterations were being made to the 
interior of the shop. We were ia a 
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great variety af << cliancters,^’ and ter- 
nfic combata. The bon iiet^sliape maker 
gave place to a green-groLerf and the 
bi&trionic biifber wae eucceedod^m hia 
turn, by a tailor. So uumcroua have 
beeti the changefl, that we Liave of late 
done little more than mark the pecu¬ 
liar but eertaiu indications of a house 
being poorly inhabited. It has been 
converted into two; one was a bonnet- progrea^mg by almost iuiperceptible 
abape niakf'r’fl^ the other was opened degreea. The occupiers of the ahopa 
hy a tohaeeouiai^ who hIbo dealt in have gradually given up room after 
walking-sti^'^kfi and Sunday newspapers; room, until Biey have only reserved 
the two were aepni'Htcd by a tliih par- the little parlour for themselvea. First 
tition, covered with tawdry etripcd there appeared a brans plate on the 
paper^ private door, with ** Ladies^ School ” 

TJje tobacconist remained in pos- legibly engraved thereon j shortly 
Besaion longer than any tenant within afterwards we obaerred a eeqond brass 
our Tecolleetion^ Hu was a red-faced^ plate, tbeu a bell, and then aoo'ther 
impudent, gnnd-f*>r'noLliing dog, evi- hell 

dently accuRinmed to mLe thnigH as When we pauned in front of our otd 
they came, jind to make tlie best of a fHendj and observed tlieae eigiia of 
bad job. Ho bold as luany cigars as' poverty, which are not to be mistaken, 
he could, and smoked tlie rest. He we tlmught as we turned away, that 
occupied the shop us long as he could the house bad attained its lowest pitch 
make peace wiUi the land lord, and of degradatioiL We wei'e wroiig. 
when ho conld nil Iniiger live ill quiet, When we bist passed it, a dairy-^ 
he very Ccinlly locked the door, and way establislied m the area, and a 
bolted hiinsclt. From this period, the party of mehiiichoiy-looking fowls 
two little deiiA have undei'gonc inmi- were amusing themselves by runuing 
jnerable chaTiges. Tim tohacconist was in at the front door, and out at tlio 
sucrevd^'d by ii tlie;i Eru'a] hiur-dresscr, back ene» 
who uniomented the window with a 


fever of expectation ; wo exhauated 
conjecture—we imagined all possible 
trades, none of which were perfectly 
ireeoTicilable with our idea of tlio 
gradual decay of the tenement It 
opened, and we wondered why we had 
Uot guessed at the real state of the 
case before. The shop—not a large 
one At. the best of times—had been 
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Soot tiNU^Y ARB is a small—a very 
ftmali—tract i^]f land, homided nti i»ne 
aide by the river Tlianies^nn tlie nther 
by tlic garden^ of Nortlminberland 
Houae : abutting at ouo tiid on tlie 
bottoTTi of Nor[huniberlaiid-nti‘eet, at 
the other on tlia back of WLiitehall- 
placu. When tliis territory '^aas first 
accident'illy disk-overed by a c<3iiiitry 
gentleman wlio lout Ids way in the 
Strand, aome ;^ears ago, tfic ori;i;iiia] 
settlers were fniiiid to be a tailor^ a 
jmblican, two eating-houso koc]>erH, 
and a fruit-pie maker ; and it was 
alHO funtid to eiintain a rare of strong 
and hulliv men, wdio repaired to the 
wliiiHn ill Sect!and-yard regularly 
every Tncimingi about five or aiK 
o^clockt to fill hoavy waggona with 
coal, with wliieh tliey proceeded tn 
distant places up the omintry^ And 
aiipplied the mhEihitants with fuel. 
When they had emptied their waggonR, 
they iigaiii returned fora freah hupph ; 
and tfiiij ti'ade was continued tfu'ougb- 
out tlie year^ 

Ati the Hctllei-s derived tlieir eub- 
sistence from minislering to ttie wauls 
of tlieee primitive traders, tlie artktes 
exposed for stale, and the places whei^ 
they were sold, bore strong outwai^d 
timrliS of being expL-essly adapted to 
their taaU's atid wishes. The tailor 
displayed in his window a Lilliputian 
]iair of leather gailcrK, and a diinimi- 
live round froelt, wbilo oneU dooiijost 
w^aa approprifttoly garni&iied with a 
model of a coaL-sa^^k. The two eating- 
house keepers exhibited joints of a 
magnitude, and puddings of a enhdity, 
which eoaJlieavei'S alone could appre¬ 
ciate \ and tiie fruit-pie maker dis¬ 
played on hiB well-scrubbed window- 
board large white com positions of 
flour and dripping, onianieiitcd^-iLh 
pink HCainn, giving rich promise of the 
fruit wULiiu, wbieh itLitde their huge 
mouths water, as they lingered paaL 

But the choicest spot in all Scot- 


knd-yard was the old public house Lii 
the comer. Here, iri a dark wain- 
sofitte(J*rnom of ancient appearance, 
rlieered by the glow of a mighty fire, 
and decorated with an enormous clock, 
whereof the face waa white, and the 
hgurex black, sat the lusty coalheavers, 
{[uaftiiig large draughts of Bat'cJay’s 
beat, and jjufhng forth volumes of 
emoke, width wreathed heavily above 
their licads, and involved the room Jd 
a thick dark cloud. From this apart¬ 
ment might their voices be heard on a 
winter's n^ght, pencti^atiiig to the very 
bank of the river, fi$ they fihuutsd out 
BOine sturdy choruH, nr rrared forth 
the burden of a popular song ; HweJI- 
ii]g upon the lost few word^ with a 
stmiigth and length of en:iphASts 
which made tlie very roof tremble 
above flicin. 

Hene^ ti>o,would they tell old legends 
of what the TIiAiiite wss m ancient 
tiincEi, when die Patent bhot Manuluc- 
tnry wdsii't built, and Waterloo- 
bridge had never been ilionglit of; 
and then they would shako thetr heads 
with portentous luuko, to the deep 
edificatuiini of the rising generation of 
henvei'a, who crowded round them, 
and Wfiiidcred where all this wotild 
end ; whereat the tailor wnuld take 
Ilia pipe sofemidy fiviTn Ins mouth, and 
say, how that lie liiOj.ied it UMglit end 
well, but he very much dfiubicd 
whether it would or not, and couldu’t 
rightly t(dl what to make of it—a mye- 
lenousexpressic .111 oi opinion, delivered, 
witli a Sf^mi-prophetic air,which never 
failed to elicit tlie lullest coiicurreucs 
tif tlie afisembled company ; and eo 
they w^nihl go on drinkiug and won- 
denng till ten o'clock came, and with 
it the tadur^s wide to fetch him home, 
when tlie little party broke up, to 
meet again in the same room, and 
4ay and do precisely the esrne tilings 
on the following evening &t the some 
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About ihia time the barges that 
came tip the river began to briiii; 
vague rumours to Seotland^jaixi oi 

somebody iu the cJty having been 
heard to that tli« Lord Mayor 
had threatened in so many words to 
pull down ihe old London^bridge^ and 
build up a new one. At first these 
rumours were disregarded as idle 
taleSf. wholly dei^tituie of foundation, 
for nobody m Scotland-yard doubted 
tltat if tlio Lord Mayor contemplated 
any such dark design, ho would just be 
clapped up in the Tower for a week or 
two, and then killedofT for high treason. 
By degrees, however, tlio reports 
grew stronger, and more frequent, 
and at last a barge, laden with nume¬ 
rous chaldrons of tlie best Wallaend, 
brought up the positive iiiteliigcnce 
tliat several of the arches of the old 
bridge were stoppsil, and that prepa¬ 
ration a Were actually in progi'oaa for 
constructing the new one. What an 
e^ccitoment was visible in the old tap¬ 
room on that meiKKirable night! Each 
man looked into his neighbour's face, 
pale with alarm and aatonisiinient, and 
read tiierein an echo of the eeutimenta 
wlilch filled his own breasL The 
oldest heaver present proved to de¬ 
monstration, that the moment the 
piers were I'emoved, all the water in 
tlie Tliauies would run clean oJf, and 
leave a dry gully In its place. SVbat 
wa 0 to become of the coal-baizes—^of 
the trade of Scotian d-yard—of the 
very existence of its population 1 The 
tailor aliook his head more sagely 
than usual, and grimly pointing to a 
knife on the table, bid tliem wait and 
see wliat happened. He said nothing 
—not he j but if the Lord Mayor 
didn^t ffdl a viotim to popular indig¬ 
nation, why he would be rather 
aetonished ; that wasalK 

Tliey did wait; barge after barge 
arrived, and still no tidings of the 
assasAinatioa of the Lord Mayor. The 
first fitouowos laid : it was done by a 
Duke—tha King’s brother. Tears 
passed away, and the bridge was 
opened by the King himself. In 
couTBO of time, the pier? were re¬ 
moved ; Mid when the people in Scot¬ 


land-vord got up next morning in the 
confident expectation of being able to 
atop over to Eedlar'a Acj^e without 
wetting tlie self? of their shoes, they 
found to their nnspCAkablo aatoiiish- 
Tnent that the water was Just where It 
used to be. 

A result so different from that 
which they bad anticipaled fiom this 
first improvemcMt, produced its full 
effect upon the inhabitants of Scot¬ 
ian d-yord. One of tlie eeting-house 
keepers began to court public opinionj 
and to look for customers among a 
new class of people. He covered hia 
little dining-tabled witli white cloths, 
and got a painter^s apprentice to in¬ 
scribe something about hot jnmts from 
twelve to two, ill one of the littio panes 
of his shop-window. Improvement 
began to march with rapid strides to 
the very threshold of feotlHJicUyard. 
A new market sprung up at Hunger- 
ford, and tlie Folico Comminiiiouers 
established their office in Whitehall- 
place. The traffic in Scotiand-yard 
mcrcaaed; fresh M cm hoi's were added 
to the House 0f QunmenE, tlie Metro¬ 
politan Uepresentativos found it a 
near cut, and many otlier foot passcu- 
gera followed their exampie. 

Wc marked the advance of civiHsa- 
tion, and beheld it witli a sigh. The 
eating-house keeper who uiaii fully 
i‘esi^ted tlio innovation of toblc-clotbs, 
was losing ground every day, as his 
opponent gained it, and a deadly feud 
sprung up between them. The gen¬ 
teel one no longer took Ills evening’s 
pint in Scotland-yord, but drank gin 
and water at a parlour*' in Farlia- 
mentrstreet.^ The truit-pic iraker itdl 
continued to visit the old room, but he 
took to smoking cigars, and began to 
caU himself & postrycooli, and to read 
the papers. The old lies vers still 
assembled round the anciCDt fireplace, 
but their talk was mournful ; and tine 
loud song aud the joyous shout were 
heal'd no more., 

Aud what ia Scntluid-yard now t 
How have its old customs changed ; 
and how has the ancient simplicity of 
its iuhabitonta faded away I The old 
tottering puhlie-houae hi cuavertod 
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into ft epacioos and lofty " wine- 
Taulfs gold Jeftf has been used in 
tbo oonatniction of tlio letters which 
embUzcji its cxteriorr and the poet^a 
Art lias bt^cn called into requisition, to 
intimate that it you drink a certain 
description of ale, you must hold fast 
by the rail The tailor exhibiia in bia 
^‘in<iow the pattern of a fureign-look- 
iug brown aurtout, with eilt butttmsj 
A fur coiiar and tur cufTa. He wears a 
stripe down tJie outside of each leg of 
bis trouseiB ; and we liave detected 
hb AsaJstEuita (for he has aseistanta 
now) in the act of sitting on die shop- 
board in the same onifpjrtn. 

At the other end of the little row of 
houses a boot^maker has eaUbli^^hed 
himeeif in a brick box, with tlie ad¬ 
ditional innovation of & first floor; 
Mid here he exposes for sale, boots— 
veal Wellington boots— an article 
which a few jcAifs ago, none of the 
original: inhabitants liD^fl ever seen or 
licard of. U wan but the other day^ 
that a drcss^niaker opened another 
little box ill the mid tile of the row ; 
and, when we tliouglit that the Rpirit 
of change could proiluce no alteration i 
beyond that, a jeweller appeared, and 
not content with exposing gilt rings and 
copper bracelots out of number, put 
up an aniiouncemctit, which still sticks 
in bis window, tbat ladies^ ears ^^y 
be pierced within/' The dress-maker 
employs a young lady who weal's 
pockets in her apron ; and tho tailor 
inform^ tlie public that cenllomon may 
have their own mate vials mode up. 


Amidst alt this change, and rest¬ 
lessness, and mnovation, there remarns 
but One old man, who seimis to mourn 
tha downfall of tlna aiieiuut place. He 
holds no converse with huimvn kind, 
but, seated on a wooden bench at the 
angle of the wall which fronts the 
. crosaing from Whitehall-place, watches 
I in silence the ganibcis of Ilia sleek and 
' well-fed dog A He is the presidipg 
genius of ^otland-yard. Years and 
years have rolled over hif^ head ; out, 
tn fine weather O'V in foul, hot or cold. 
Wet Or dry, hail, rain^ or snow, he Ja 
Bbll in hU accuatomed spot. Ml^ry 
and w'ant are depicted in bis counte¬ 
nance ; his form is bent by age, bis 
head is gray with length of trial, but 
there he sits from day to day, brood¬ 
ing over tlie past; and tliiilu-r he will 
continue to drag his feeble Umbs, until 
his eyes have dused u|ion Scotland- 
yard, and upon the worhl together, 

A few yeaiA hence, am] tlio anti¬ 
quary of anotlier generation looking 
into Home mouldy record of the strife 
and passions that agitated the world in. 
tliese times, may glance his eye over 
the pagcH we luive just filled : anti not 
all his knowledge of the hihitory of the 
past, not all his black-letter lore, or 
his skill in book-collecting, not all tho 
dry Btudien of a long life, the dusty 
volumes that have liim a f^^rtune, 
mtiy help him to the whereabouts, 
either of $cotlind-yard, or of any ono 
of the landmarks we have mcutioued 
in describing lt> 
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CHAPTER V. 

SRVFJI DfALS. 


Wfi haTff always been of opininn 
that if 1'urn Kht;; and tlie Fren<.-hina.i]; 
had nnt irnntrirUb^d Seven HlhIS} 
Seven DiaU wonl^l have iinmnrtuHaerl 
itself. Seven Dials I tlio reginii ol 
and prwtry—Hi'st efTnsiouBj aad 
last dyin^ »?]ieeelieH : liallowotL by the 
names ^1 C'atnarli and of Pitts ^nmncs 
th&t will entwine tltem'^elvea with 
costernioiJ';ers, and bat rel ergmis, 
when penny tnngasinefi idiaU liave 
finpet'sediid penny yai'da of Eiing, DJid 
capitnL pnnisliniejit be unknown ] 

Look at the eonRtnji;tioti of the 
place. I'he g’onliixtL knot wus nil very 
well in it^ wny : so vas the maze of 
Hampton Court: so is tlie maze at 
the BeuUli Spa : no were the ties of 
stiff white nsehoioths, when the diffi^ 
€uUy of e'«ttnijT nue on, was only 
to be equalled by the appai'ent iniprjs- 
fiibihty itf ever gertmg it off a^^arn 
But what involutions can cimipare 
with tho!he of Seven Dials I Wjiere 
is there hucU another maze of Mreets^ 
courts, lanes^ mid alleys t Wheie 
sunh a piii-e miKlure of En^ln-limen 
And Irishmen^ aa in thia Cfiiti plicated 
part of Li^ndoti ? Wb bnlJly aver 
that we doiiht the veracity of the 
lejvend to which we have adverted. 
We (fff.n nnpjKiflo a lunn i^li euniij|;h 
to inquire at randoLu-^t a hoiiiie 
with lo^ljTcrs too-for a Mr. Thoinp- 
eon, with all hut the certahity before 
Ins ey<ii of hndinE; at leaut tyo or 
three Thompsons in any Unnse of 
moderate dimensioned but a French- 
man^a Frenchman in Seven Dials !! 
Pooh! H« was an Irish mmu Tom 
Kind’s education had been nefjleoted 
In Ilia iiilancy, and as he eoulihPt 
understand half tile man said) he tuek 
U for grantt^ he was talking FreiicEi. 

The Rtraiiger who finds himself in 
^ The Dials” for tlie brat time, and 
Btanda BeizonidUe, at the enti'ance of 
seven obsimre }ia»ages, uneerUiu 
wliich to take^ will see euoagb aroiind 


him to keep biacnrinpity and attention 
awake fur no iiiconhiderable time. 
Fmm tlie irregular square'inlo which 
he has plunged, the streets and courts 
dart iu all diivctioii!*, until thvy ore 
lost m tJie uiiwhuleaimie vnpimr which 
hangs over tbe li«U9e-ti>jis, and 
renders the dirty prra^motive, uncer¬ 
tain and confined \ and lipuiigirig at 
every corner, as If iiiey came ihere to 
Lake a few gufipn of tuvh frchli air as 
has found its wny so Inr, but is too 
nmch OKhauated ali^eaily, to be 
enabled to force itself into the nan'ow 
altcyfi around, are groups of people, 
whose ApfN'aranceand dwellings would 
fill any i!:imL but a regular Lundooer'a 
with astonmlimeLit. 

On one slilc, a little crowd has 
collected round a couple of ladl^, 
who liaviug imbibed the contents of 
variims ihrce^r^uta” itf gin and bitters 
iri the course of tlie morning, have at 
lengih dih'ei'cd on aome pi>ii.t of 
ilouibstk amuigement^ ami are on the 
eve itf setdijsg tlie quarrel satisfac- 
tyrlly, by art appeal to blowii, greatly 
tf» tile interest of other ladles who 
live in the wime Liousc, and teiiementa 
adjoining, and who atie ail purLisaofi 
Oil one side or other* 

Vy don't you pitch into her, 
Sarah V* eKclaims one half-dreescd 
matron, by way of encnuragcimeDt. 
*'Vy don't you f if my ’usband had 
treated her with a drain last cigllt, 
uEibckiiown to me, I'd tear her pra* 
clous eyes oiit—a wixen I” 

“What^a til* matter, ma’anai" 
inquire? another old wamiui, who liiaa 
just l/u?ded up to the spiJt - 

“ Matter!” replied the first Bpeaker, 
talking at the abnuxiuUB combatuit, 

*'matter I Here's poor dear MriL 
Stihiirin, as has five blessed children 
□f her own, canH go out a chuiog for 
one artemoon, but wbat buudes must 
be a comlii’, aiid "ucitig avay her odd*^ 
’uabaadj am oho’a been saarried to 
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twelve Euter Mnn-1 

day^ for 1 eee t^.e certificate ven I vu 
a drtnkin’ & cup a* tea vuh het, onty 
the werry lanit blegaed Ven^sday sa 
ever waa eeiiL 1 ’'pppeiiM to Say 
romigcuoubly * Airs. SullLwinj says 

n 

Wliat do you mean by husates 1 
interi'iiptg a diaiupion of tlie ether: 
party* w!in has evinced a Htrong iiicU- 
nstiuu Uirouji^liout to get up a branch 
light on her own account 
roar/* ejaculatea a pf>t boy tn paren¬ 
thesis, put the kye bd$k ou her| 
Mary I What do you mean by 

hussies T*’ reiterates the cbanipiE»ri. 

**Nlver mind,’* replies the opposi- 
tioU e?cpi>^S3ively, iiiver mind i j/ou 
go hemcj and, ven you're quite sober, 
mend your stnckings.” 

Tills Bonii'what personal allusion, 
net only to the lady^s hiih^bi of iritem-' 
pemnee* Liut also tu the btate dI her 
wardrobe^ rou^iCS her utiuest ire, and 
she accorEluiiily complies witli the 
urgent requeat of tlie bystandera to 
pitcli in," wUh CEUii^i Jerable alacrity^ 
Tlie gf^udle Ix'CAiTic gci^erul, and 
terminates, in miruif play^bdi phras^o* 
logy, with “aiTLvui of the pot ice¬ 
men, inU^rior of the station-house, 
and imfiressive 

]n addition to the iiuTnerous groupa 
who are idling abouE the gm-shopa and 
squabbling in the centre of the roail, 
every post in tlie opvn space has its 
occupant, who Lriitia against it for 
hours, with listless perseverance. It 
is odd enough that one class of men 
m London appear to Liavc no enjoy¬ 
ment beyond leaning? agairu^t ptjsts. 
We never aiw a regular bncklayer^B 
labourer take any other recreation, 
fighting excepted, Phbs through St. 
Gileses in the evening of a week-day* 
there tlicy arc In their fustian dru-fiscs, 
spotted with brick-iliist and whitewash. 
Leaning ai^aiiiet posts Walk tlmmgh 
Seven Dials on Sunday [Horning; 
there they ore agait), drab or light 
cordkuftiy trowsers, Blucher dx^ots, 
blue coats, and great yellow wuiAt. 
coata, leaning against pists. The idea 
of a man di^sing hiniself la hia best 
dotlleb, to Leui against m pest all day I 


The peculinr character of these 
streets, and the close resemblance each 
une beura to its neighbour, by no 
means teuds to decrease tlie bewilder¬ 
ment in which the unexperienced 
wayfarer tbrough the Dials’* Huda 
hliiiuelr inrol vedi He traversee etrecta 
of dirty, straggling houisea, with now 
andtlien an unexpected courtconriipoaed 
of buildingfi as ill-proportioned and 
defonned os the half-naked children 
eliftt walLow in the kennels. Here and 
there, a little dark cliandler’s shop, 
witli a cracked bell hung up behind 
the door to announce the entrance of 
a customer, or betray the prcEience of 
some young gentleriuiu tt[ whom a 
passion fur shop tills has developed 
itself at on early age : others, as if 
for Bupp'»rt, against adiue liaiidsome 
lofty building^ which u^^urfis the place 
of a bnv dingy public-huuse j lotig 
row,8 cif broken mid patched windows 
expose pliuita that may lukVe flourislied 
when ‘"The Dials" were built, in 
vesHcla as dirty os “ ’The Dials “ them¬ 
selves i and shups for the purchase of 
rags, bones, ohl iron, and kindien-Rituff, 
vie in clcoiiliiic^ss with the bii'd*fan- 
ciers and rabbit-dcalers, which one 
might fancy so many arks* but for the 
irresistible coiivictinn that no bird in 
I its proper Senses, who was permitted 
' to leave one of Lhen^ would ever come 
' back again* Brokers* ahopa, which 
would HecEti to have been C'^tablished 
by humane iudividuals* as rclugea fur 
destitute hugs, interspersed witli an¬ 
nouncements of day-scluxjISj }>enny 
I thcatrea, petition-writers, mangles, 
and music hir balls or routs* complete 
tJie ^ still life of the subject; and 
dirty men, filthy women, squalid 
children, flutLenng shuttlecocks, noiay 
hauledoreft, reeking pif>es, bod fruit, 
Riore than doubtful iiyjitera.attenuated 
cats, depreeaed dngEt, and anatomical 
fowls, ore its cheerful acenm^jaiiiments. 

If the external appearance of tlie 
houseSj Ora gDneoat their Inhabitants, 
preaent but few attmetiona, a closer 
a^'qtiaintauoa with either is little cal¬ 
culated alter one's Hrst irnpresaiom 
Every room has its oefAmte tenant, 

, and every teuaut is, by the same mya* 
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terioua diepensstlon which cauKS a \ 
country curate to “ jncrewe and mul¬ 
tiply ” most marvellauflyf generally 
the head of a numerous family« 

The man in the eliop, perliapa^ ie ia 
the baked ** jemmy ” line, or tJie fire¬ 
wood and hearth‘eti>ne lioej or any 
other line wliiuli requires a Aoatiiig 
capital of eighLeen pence or there* 
abouta : and he and his family lire in ' 
the fihop^ and the small back parlour 
bcJiind it. Then tliere is an Irish 
labourer and Atj family in the back 
kitchenj nnd a jobbing-man—e«rpet- 
bcater and so fbrtli—with his fajiiily 
in the front oii«h Id the frost one^ 
pair^ there's another man with atiother 
wife and family, Mid in the back one- 
pair, there*8 a young ^oman as takes 
in tambour-work, and dresses quite 
genteel" who talks a good deal about 
** Qiy friend,^* and can^'t abear any¬ 
thing low/‘ TJie second floor front, 
and the rest of the lodgers, are just a 
second edition of the people I^Low, 
except a shabby-genteel mau in the 
nack attic, who has Ins half-pint of 
coifee every mprnirg from the coffee- 
shop next door but one, which boasts 
a little front den called a coffee-room, 
with a fire-place, over which is un 
inscription, politely requesting that, 
" to prevent niistokest*’ customers will 
“please to pay^n deli veryThe 
shabby-genteel man is an object of 
BOine mystery, but as lie leads a life of 
seclusion, and never was known to 
buy anything beyond an oecaelonal 


pen, except half-pints of coffee, pentiy 
loaves, aud ha'portlis of ink, hie fellow- 
]odgei% very naturally suppose him to 
be an author ; and mnrifiura are cur¬ 
rent in tlip Disls^ that he writes poems 
for Mr, Warren. 

Now ajiy bndy who pflsaed through 
the Dials on a hot sununer'fl evening, 
and saw tlie diflei'oiit wunicn of the 
house go^ipiiig on tiie steps, would bo 
Apt to think that All was harmony 
Among them, and that a more primitive 
set of people than the na.tive Diallers 
could not be iu]a;:itied. Ala-s ! the 
moil in the aiinp illtroats bis family; 
the cur(>et-beater cxirnds his pro¬ 
fessional pursuits to Ills wife; the oue- 
pair front has an undyuig fend with 
the Iwo^pair frimt, lu consequence of 
the two-pair front pereisting in dancing 
over hiB (the one-pair front^t) heatl, 
when ho and hio imnily have retired 
for tile jilght; tlir two-pair biick v?tU 
interfere with tlie fitiiit kitchen's chil¬ 
dren ; the Ins] I man comes home 
drunk every other and attacks 

every body ; and the one p&ir back 
screams at every thing. AnimoqitieB 
apjiug up between H<Kjr atid floor ; 
the very cellar his equality, 

Mrs. A. Mrs. cbild^ 

for “making Ibcw" Mrei. B. forth¬ 
with throws cold water over Mrs. A/s 
child for “ calling numee/^ The hus¬ 
bands are eiiibmiled — tlic quarre]i 
beconiea general—an assault le thu 
consequence, aud a poJiuooflicet tho 
result. 
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CHAPTER TL 

MKDTTA^rONA IN KON HDVtH ^TA EEt. 

We have a^ivaya entertflined a par- mouth-street. Tlitough everjr AJtera- 
lacular attachment towatdaMotimouih- tion and every change^ Moonioath- 
street, as tlie only true and real eia- street haa etill remained the buri&]- 
porium for 6et:oiid-hand wearing place of the* fashions; and auch, to 
apparel, Monmouth-street is vodch jEudge from all present appearances, 
Table from ita antiquity, and respectable it will remain until there ai'e no more 
from its useful liens, HulywelL-street faBhions to bury, 
wo deepiae t tlie red-heailed and red- We love to walk among these ex- 
whiskered Jews who forcibly haul yaa tensive groves of the illustnous dead, 
into their squalid houses, and thrust nsd to indulge in the speculatioua 
you into a suit of clothes, whether you to which they give rise ; now biting 
will or not, we detest. a deceased coat, then a dead pair 

The inhabitunis of Menmouth-street of trousers, and anon the moi tal 
Are a distinct class ; a peaceable and reEruuns of a gaudy waistcoat, upon 
retiring race, who inimuro themselrcs some being of our own conjuring up, 
for the most pi^rt in deep cellars, or an^ endeavouring, fi'nm the sjiape and 
smAll back paidourE, and who seldom fAekioa of the garment itself, to bring 
come forth iiiui the world, except in its former owner before our miod^e 
the dusk and coolnefts of eveninj^, eye. We have gone on speculating ia 
when they may b“ wen seated, in chairs thia ’way, until whole rows of coats 
OA the pavement, snusking their pi[jos, have started from their jwgs, and but- 
(ir watching the gainhols of their en- toned up, of their owq accord, round, 
gaging children as they revel in tho the waists of imsginary wearers ^ lines 
gutter, a happy troop uf infantine eca- of tmusei's have Jum|;^ down to rawt 
vengei's. Their coimtenances bear a them; wai^itcoatfi have almost burat 
thoughtful and a dirty coat, certain in- with anxiety to put tliemscWoa on; 
dications of their Lavo of tratlic ; And and Lialf an acre of ehoea have aud- 
their habiiationSL are distinguished by deniy found feet to fit tiiem, and gono 
that di&re-ard of outward appearance, stumping down tlie fitrcet with a noise 
and iioLrleet of peiwnnal comfort, so windi has fairly aw^akcTieil us from our 
common among jieople who are con- plea«jant reverie, and driven us slowly 
stantly imutersed in profound specu- aw^ay, with a bewildered stare, an 
h ticiis,and deeply engaged in sedeutary object of aatonisliincut to the good 
pursuits. people of Mautniouth-stroct, and of no 

We have hintetl at the antiquity of' slight suApieion to the policemen at 
our favourite spot ^ A hfonmouth- the opposite street corner, 
street laced coat ” was a by-wr>rd a, We were occupied iu this manner 
century ago ; and still we find Mon- the other day, endeavouring to bt a 
mouth-street the same. Pilot great- pair of lace up half-bools on an ideal 
coats with w^Hsdeu buttons^ have personage, for whom, to say the truth, 
usurped tlie place of the ponderoua they were full a couple of bIbcb too 
laced coats with full shirts; embroi- small, when our eyes happened to 
dered waistcoats with large flaps, have alighi on a few suits of clothes ranged 
yielded to double-brcaated checks with auteidc a shop-window, which it imnte- 
roll-col!arg; and three-cornered* hats diately struck us, must at difTerent 
of quaint appearance, have given place perjode have all behmged to, and boen 
to l^c low crowns and bro^ brims of worn by, the same mdivjdual, and had 
the coachman school; but it is the now, by one of tliose strange eonjuDis 
tiinca that have changed, not Moa- tiona of ciroumataDOce wliich will oecor 
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BoiDctimeS} come to ha to^o- 

tlier for sale in the same shop. The 
idea seemed a fantastic one, and we 
lookel at the clothes again, with a 
firm determination not to be easily led 
away. No, we were right; the more 
we looked, the more wc were convinced 
of aoeui'aey of our previous im- 
presfdoa. Tliejne was the man’s whole 
Ihe written ae Je^bly on^htKse clotlieSj 
as if we had hie aukthiography en¬ 
grossed on par?iiment before as. 

The fir-'t was a patched and much* 
soiled slceleton suit \ one of those 
straight Idue clotli cases in which smsII 
boys need Ui be confined^ before belts 
and tunics had come Jn, aiid old no¬ 
tions had gone out: an ingenious cim- 
trivance for displaying tlie full sym¬ 
metry of a boy's Agure, by fiuitenlng 
him into a very tiglit jacket, with an 
oman^enta] row of buttons over each 
shoulder, and than buttoning Ida trou¬ 
sers over it, So as to give his legs the 
appearance of being hooked on, just 
under the armpits. This was the boy’s 
dress, it had belonged to a town boy, 
we could see ; there wan a shortness 
about the lega and arms of the suit; 
and a bagging at the knees, peculiar to 
the rising youth of London streets. 
A small day-school he had been at, 
evidently^ If it had been a regular 
boys’ eehool tliey wouldn’t have Let 
him play on tlie floor so much, and 
mb his knees so white« He had an 
indulgent mother too, and plent}^ of 
hah]>ejice, aa the numerous amears 
of some eticky substance about the 
pockets,and just helow tlie chin., which 
even the eaiesman’a skill could not 
succeed in disguising, sufticiently beto¬ 
kened. They were decent people, but 
not overbuHened with riches, or he 
would not liave so far outgrown the 
suit when he passed into tliuae cordu¬ 
roys widi the round jacket ; ju which 
he went to a boys* aohool, however, 
learnt to write—and in ink of pretty 
tolerahle bl>n?kueR9, too, if tlie place 
where he used to ^p« hie pen might 
be taken as evidence. 

A black suit and the jacket chani^ed 
into a dimiuntive coat. His father 
had died, and the mother had got the 


boy a m esaage-lad’s place in some office* 
A long-worn suit that one; rusty and 
threadbare bclore it was laid aside, 
but clean and free from Bull to the last. 
Poor woman ! We could imagine her 
assumed cheerfulness over the scanty 
meal, and the refusal of her own amall 
portion, tliat her hungry boy might 
hnve enough. Her constant anxiety 
for Ills welfare^ her pride in Ida growth 
mingled aometimes witlt tJic thought, 
almost too acute to hear, that as ha 
grew to be a man liis old affection 
might cool, old kindnesses fade fi'om his 
mind, and old promises be forgotten— 
tlie sharp pain that even then a care¬ 
less word or a cold look would give 
her—all crowded pti our thoughts as 
vividly as if the very scene were pass¬ 
ing before us. 

These things happen every hour, 
and We all know it; and yet felt 
as much sorrow when we saw, or fan¬ 
cied we saw—it makes no difference 
which—the cliange that began to take 
place novy, as if M e had just conceived 
the bare possibility of aucU a thing for 
the fii'st time. The next suit, eniart 
but slovenly ; meant to be gay, and 
yet not half so decent as tlie thread- 
bare apparel j redolent of tJie idle 
lounge, and the blackguard compa- 
nicuA, told us, wo diought, that the 
widow’s comfort had rapidly faded 
away* We could inia;^dne that coat— 
imagine t we could sec it } we 
seen it a hundi-cd times--^sa«Dteriiig 
in compHuy with three or foue other 
Coats of tlie same cut, about aomo 
place of profligate resort iMt night 

We dress«<I, frotn tiio same shop- 
window in an instant, half a do^n 
boy a of from fif'ecn to twenty ; and 
putting cigai'a into tlieir mouths, and 
their hands into their pockets, watched 
them aa they sauntei'cd down the 
Btreet, aiid hugei-ed at the comer, with 
the obscene jest, and the oft-repeated 
oath. We never lost sight of them, 
till they had cocked their hats a little 
mor^ on one side, and swaggered into 
the public-ho-uae ; and then we entered 
tlie dcaolate home, where the mother 
sat Late in the night, alone; we watched 
her, as she paced the room in feverish 
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anxiet^ii&iid eTeryflfiw uid then opened 
the doi>rj Iwtked wistMly into the dark 
and empty eirvei, and Bgain returned, 
to be agaiiL and again diaappointed. 
We beheld tlie look of patience with 
wUicl^ie bore the brutitth thi-eAt* nay, 
even me drunken blow and we heard 
tliea^'ooy of tears the t gushed from lier 
very heart, as she sank upon lier knees 
in her solitary and wretched apartment. 

A long period Jiad elspeed, and a 
greater change had taken place, by tlie 
time of casting off ilie suit that hung 
above, It was that of a stout, hrgad- 
shouhlcrcd, fiturdy-cJiosted man ; and 
we knew at once, aa any bi>dy wcnitdj 
who g1 ai I ced at that broad-akirted green 
coat, with the large inetal buttona, that 
its wearer seldom walked forth witliout 
a dog at hia heels, and some idle 
niFhan, tlie very counterpart of him¬ 
self. at his sole. The vieea of the hoy 
had grown with tlie man.and wc fancied ^ 
his hcmie then—if such a place deserve 
the name, 

We saw the bare and miserable room, 
destitute of fumitupCt crowded with 
his wile and children, pale, hungry, 
and emaeiated ; the man cursing their 
lamentations, staggering to the tap- 
roiitn, from whence he had just re¬ 
turned, followed by his wife and a 
sickly infant, clnmduring for bread ; 
and licard the street wrangle and daisy 
recriminatiuu that his striking her 
occasioned. And then imaginatioti led 
us to Bottie miitropolitmi workliouse, 
situated in the midst of crowded streets 
Tt'\d alleys, filled with noxious vapours, 
and ringing with boisterous cries, 
where an old and feeble woman, im¬ 
ploring pardon for heraon, lay dying 
in a cloee dark room, with no child to 
clasp her hand, and no pure air from 
heaven to fan her brow* A fllrangcr 
closed the eyes that settled into a cold 
linttieaniug glare, and Strange ears 
received the worda that murmured 
from the while and’half»closed lips. 

A coarse round frock, with a worn 
cotton neckerchief, and other abides 
of clothiitg of tli6 commoneat descrip¬ 
tion, eonijdeted the history. A prisitn. 
and the sentence—banisliment or the 
gallows, What would tbe moa have 


given then, to be once again the con¬ 
tented liunible drudge ol his boyish 
jetii'B , to have restored to Ilk,but for 
a week, a dny, oii hour, a minute, only 
fur so lung a time as would enable him 
bo say <ine word of paseionnte regret 
to. and hear one sound of heartfelt for¬ 
giveness from, the cold and ghastly 
form that lay rotting in the pauper’s 
gi^ve! The children wild in the 
strceEH. the mother a destitute widow; 
both deeply tainted with the deep dis¬ 
grace of the Imsbaud and father^a 
name, and impelled by aheer iiecesaity, 
down the pTecipice that had kd him to 
a lingering death, possihly of many 
ypiu^' dui^ation, thousands of mi lea 
away. We bad no cine to the end 
of the tale ; Lut it was easy to guess 
Its teivuination* 

We took a step or two further on, 
and by way of reetonng the naturally 
I cheeitul tone of our thoughts, began 
filling viaioiiary feel and legs into a 
cellar-hoard full of boots and slioes. 
ivith a speed and accuracy that would 
have aabouished the moot expert artist 
in leather^ living.. There was one 
pair of boots in particular—a joDy^ 
good-tempered, hearty-lookings pair of 
tops, tliai excited our wannest regard; 
and we had got a fine, red-faced, jovial 
fellow of a market-gnrdcncr mto them, 
before wo had made tlieir acquaintance 
half a minute^ They were just the 
very thing for him. There were bis 
Imgc fat lege bulging over the tops, 
Hid lilting them too tight to admit of 
his lucking in tlie loops he bad pulled 
them on by ; and his knee-cords with 
an interval of stocking ; and hia blue 
apron tucked up round hie waiet i and 
hia red neckerchief and blue coat, and 
a white hat stuck ou one side of lua 
bead ; aud there be stood with a broad 
grin on bid great red face, whistling 
away, as if any other idea hut that of 
being happy and comfortable had never 
euiered jna brain. 

This was the very man after our 
own heart ; we knew all about him ; 
we had seen him coming up to Covent^ 
garden in liis green chaise-cart, with 
the fat tubby little horse, halt a thofu* 
■and times; and even while we cast 
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Ki afectioD&te look upon hia boot«f at 
that instant, tlio form of a coquettish 
aervatit-tnaid auddcnLy sprung into a 
pair of Denniark aattii fikoca that stood 
bwide them, and we at once recog¬ 
nised the very giH who accepted his 
offer of a ride^ just on tins aido the 
Hammersmith bus pension-bridge, the 
very Jiist Tuesday moniing we rode 
into town from Richmond, 

A very smart female^ in a ahowy 
bonnet) stepped into a pair of gray 
clofli boots, with black fringe and 
binding, tliat were etudipusly pointing 
out tiieir toes on the otlier sidle of tlie 
top-boots, and seemed very anxious to 
engage liis attention, but wo didn^C 
observe tliat our friend tire market- 
gardener a]>peared at all captivated 
whh thfrRo blandishments j for beyond 
giving a knowing wink when iJiey 
Jii^st began, as if to imply tliat he quite 
understood their end and object, he 
took no further notice of thein« Hia 
hidiffereiice, however, ws^ ajn]dy re« 
COnipenseii by the excessive gallantry 
of a very old getitlemail with a silvcr- 
lieaded stick, who tottered into a pair 
of large list shocR, that were standing 
in one corner of the board,and indulged 
in a variety of gcslures expressive of 
his ad III nation of the lady in the cloth 
boQiaj to the immoHsurabie amusement 
of a young feJlow we jmt into a pBir 
of Jong-qiial'tf?recl punips, who we 
thought would have split the coat that 
ulid down to meet liini, with laughing. 

We had been looking on at thia 
little pantominie with great satisfac- 
factiou for aoine time, when, to Our 
uiiupeakAblc astonishment, we per¬ 
ceived that the whole of the chsiw;- 
ters, Jneiuding a numerous cofjii de 
ballet of bciotft and ahoos in the back¬ 
ground, into which we had been 
hastily thrusting as many feet as we 
could press into the service, were 
arranging themselvea in order for 
dancing ] and some music striking up 
at tile moments to it they went widi- 
out delay. It wae jHjrfectly delightful 
to witness the agility of the murket- 
gnrdeacT. Out went the boots, first 
on one aide, tlien on the otlier, tlien 
egtUDg^ tlieii ehudling) then aettijig to 


the Deamark aallna, then adviuicing) 
then retreating, then going round, and 
then repeating the whole of the evolu¬ 
tions again, without appearing to suffer 
in the least from the violcucc of the 
exercise^ A 

Nor were the Denmark satifis a bit 
behindhand, Jor tlicy jumped and 
: bounded about, in all directioos; and 
i though tliey were neither so regular, 
nor so true in> the time am tho cloth 
boot*, etili, as they (teemed to do it 
from tho heart, and to eujoy it more, 
we candidly confess that w’fi preferred 
their style of dancing to tlie o(lier» 
I But the old gentlsman in the list 
slioea was the most amusing object in 
the whole party ; for, besidcfl his gro¬ 
tesque attempts to appear youthful, 
snd amorous, which were sufficiently 
entertaitung in themaelves, the young 
fellow in tlie pumps managed so arU 
fully thjdpt every time the old [gentleman 
advanced tu salute the lady ill tile 
clotli boots, he trod with his whole 
weight on the old fellow’s which 
made him rorir with anguish, and 
rendered all tiic others like to die 
of laughings 

Wo were lU the ftiU enjoyment of 
thqao festivities when we iit'ard a 
shril], and by no means mnsitol voice, 
exclaim, ** Hope you ^11 me agip, 

imperetice !'* and on looking iutcntly 
forward to see from whence the sound 
came, we found that it proceeded!, not 
from tlie young lady in the cloth boots, 
as we had at first heen inclined to sup¬ 
pose, hut from a bulky Imly of elderly 
appearance who was^catudiii a chair at 
the head of the cdlar-stcp?,apparently 
for the purpose of supenn(ending the 
sale of the articles arrant;ed thei^e. 

A barrel organ, which bad been in 
full force close behind us, ceased 
; playing; tlie people we liad been 
[fitting into the shoes and bbota took 
! to flight at the interroption ] and as 

I we were conscious, that in the depth 
I of our meditatioiia we might have 
I beoD i^udely staring at tho old lady for 
Jhalf an hour without knowing it, we 
I took to flight too', and were ^ofin 
immersed in the deepest ob^urity of 
tlie adjacent ** Dials,” 
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CHAPTER VIL 

HACKPfEV-COiCH ST ANUS. 


We TnniotiiLiri that hftct'rtey-coQche^A, 
properly no called^ helon^ Bi>lely to 
the metropolii We may be totd^tliat 
there are haekney-ooaah stAiida in 
Edinburgh ; and not to go quile ao 
far for a cortradictJoii to otir position^ 
wfl mny be reminded that Liver^xxd^ 
Mauehestor^ and other large to was 
(as tlie I"arliamentai-y pJirase goes)^ 
have their hacl^ney‘C^^>a^'h stands. We 
readdy concede to these places, the 
poaaesaion of ocrtuhi vohideS} u'ldelii 
may look almo-^t as dirty* and even go 
almost as slowly* as Loti don liackney- 
eoadies i but that xhey have the 
hlightcfit claim to compete ivilU the 
metropoli.^p eiitier in point of SitaiidH, 
din verb* or cuttle* we indignsntiy detay. 

Tako ft regular, pondai-ynH, rickety* 
London hackney-coach of iJie old 
Bchool*and lot any man have the hold- 
ncRS to Hswi'tj if lie can, that lio ever 
beheld any object on the face of the 
earth which at all i^sciiiblea it, unless, 
indeed, it w^,Te anoilicr hackney-coach 
of the saijic date. We liave recently 
■observed on eertaiti standK* ami wo 
say it with deep regret, rather dufiper 
green chariots, and coaohes of poh^ilicd 
yellow, with four wheels of the same 
colour as the cojicb, whcineaa it is ])er- 
fecily notorious to every utie who Inis 
studied the subject, that every wLieel 
ought be of a dilfurent colour* and 
a different size. Theac are iiinova- 
tiona, and* like other mia^callud im- , 
provemerLta, awful signs of tJie rest-1 
icssness of tlic public iiiiud, aiid the I 
little respect paid to rmr ttina-iionotirecl 
institutions^ Why ahould liAcknry- 
coaches be clean T Qiir ancestors 
found them dirty, and left tJiein so., 
Why fihould wc, with a feverish wish 
to “ keep uiovlrtg/’ desire to roll along 
at the rale of six milea an hour* *bi]e 
they were content to rumble over the 
atones at f<iur t Theae are eulemii: 
coaBiderationa. Hackney-Coarhea are 
pait Binl parcel of the law of tlie laud ; 
No, 27 (i, 


they were settled by the Legialftiure; 
plated and numbei-ed by the wJadortt 
of FarJiament 

Then why have they been Bwamped 
by Cabs and cmnibubea 1 Or why 
ahouJd people be allowed to ride 
tjuickiy fur eightpence a mile, after 
Farlianient had come to the soleTnn 
decision that they !$]iou1d pay a eh tiling 
a mile for riding slowly I We pause 
for a reply ;—and, having no chance 
of getting one, begin a fre&li paragraph. 

Our Acc[uftiiitance with hackney- 
coach stands is of inng standing. We 
are a walking book of fares* feeling 
out'llvea half-bound, as it were, tu be 
alwayfj in the right un mntested puiztfa, 
Ws know all the regular watenneii 
witiiin three milrs of Covent-gardon 
hy tv1j7hi,iuul should be almost tempted 
to behevo that all the hackney-coadi 
liorsea in that district knew na by 
sight too, if unc-lrdf of them were nut 
hlind. Wo mke groat intorrst in 
]iackiiey-c^>achcs, but wc seldom drive, 
having a knock of turning ourselves 
over, when wu attempt tu du so- Wc 
are as grc^it friends tu horses, hack- 
iiey-ctkach and otJierwiue, as the re- 
no wjieil Mr. Marlin, oi rofetermonger 
jriotoriety, and yet we never ride^ We 
keep no horse, but a clotlieii-horse ; 
enjoy uu S4iddlc mueJj as a saddle 
of mutton ; and, following our owu 
iacltnatluiiB, have never luUnwed the 
hounds. Leaving these fleeter means 
of geltiug over the ground* or of 
depositing oneself npoit it, to those 
who like them, by hackuey-CD&ch 
stands we take our stand. 

There la a Jiackney-coach stand 
Under the very window at which wu 
we writing [ there ia only one coach 
on It now, but it is a fair epecimen of 
tJie class of rehtclea to which we liave 
alluJud^a lumbering, square 

concern of a dingy yellow colour (like 
a bilious brunette)* with very small 
glasses* but very large franiea ; iho 
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psnelB flje orDajn&nted wUli & faded 
coat of arma, in ahape Bometiiing like 
a directed bat^ the axletree l& red, 
and the majority of the wheelB are 
green. The boa is partiidiy cohered 
by an old great-coat, ivith a mnltiph- 
city of capes^aud some extraordinary- 
looking clotbes; aod the straw, with 
which the canvas cushion is stuffed 
ia sticking up in several places, as if 
in rivalry of the hay, which ia peeping 
through the chinks in the boot. The 
horses, with drooping heads, and each 
with a mane and tail as scanty and 
straggling as those of a wocn-ont rock¬ 
ing-horse, are standing patiently on 
Bome damp straw,occoaionally wtneing, 
and rattling the harness ; and, now 
and then, one of them lifts his inoutJi 
to the ear of hia companion, as if he 
were Baying, in a winsper, tliat he 
should hko to assassinate the coach- 
man. The coachman himself is in tlm 
watering-house; and tho waterman, 
with hia Imuds forced into Liis pockets 
aa far as they can possibly go, is 
dancing the “ dotibl* shuffle,^* in fi'out 
of the pmnp, to keep his feet warm. 

The servant-girl, witli the pink rib¬ 
bons, »t No, .i, opposite, suddenly 
opens the st^ee^^loor, and four smaii 
children forthwith rush out, and scream 
Coach !with all their might and 
main. The wateimaa darts from the 
pump, seizes the horses by their re- 
apective brjdiea, and draga them, and 
the coAch too, round to tlie house, 
shouting all the time for the coachman 
at tlie very top, or rather very bottom 
of hia voice, for it is a deep boss growl. 
A response is heard from the tap¬ 
room ] the coachman, in hin wooden- 
aolcd shoes, makes the street echo again 
6s he runs across k ; and then there is 
such A struggling^ and backing, and 
grating of the kennel, to got the coach- 
door opposite tlie houfio-door, iliat the 
children am in perfect ecstasies of 
delight. Wbat a commotion I The 
old lady, who has been stopping thei'e 
for the last mandi, is going back to 
the coiiaCry. Out comes box after box, 
and one aide of tlie vehicle is hlled 
with lugg^e ill no time ; tbe children 
gei into everybody's way, and tbe 


youngest, who bos upset himself in hia 
attempts to carry an umbrella, is boroo 
off wounded and kicking. The young¬ 
sters disappear, and a ^ort pause en¬ 
sues, during which the old l^y is, no 
doubt, kissing them all round in the 
back parlour, fshe appears at lost, fol¬ 
lowed by her married daughter, all the 
children, sod both the servants, whoj 
with the joint assistance of the coach^ 
man and waterman, manage to get her 
safely into the coach. A cloak is 
handed in. and a littlo basket, which 
we could almost swear contains a small 
block bottle, and a paper of amid wJcLies. 
Up go the stops, bang goes the door, 
“ Golden'crnss, Charing-cross, Tom,” 
say$ the watorman s “ Good bye, grand¬ 
ma,” cry the children, off jingles the 
coach at the rate of three miles an 
hour, and the mamma and children 
retire into the hou^^e, with the excep¬ 
tion of oiiu littlo vitifun, ^vlio tuoh up 
the sti-eet at tiie top of liia speed, pur¬ 
sued by tlie servant; not til pIcosM to 
have such ati oppnrtunity of displaying 
her attractions. She brings him back, 
and, after casting two or Uiree gracious 
glances across the way, which are 
either intotided for ua or tlie petboy 
{we are not quite certain which) ehuta 
the door, and the liockncy-coach stand 
ia aj^^in at a stand still. 

We have been frequently sruuaed 
with the intense delight with which a 
servant of all work,” who k sent for a 
coAcli, dofiosits herself inside; ojid the 
unspeakable gratification which boys, 
who have been despatched on a siiniliwr 
errand, appear to derive from motmt- 
ing Uie box But we never recollect 
to hftvo been more amuflei with a 
backney-coacli party, than one we Saw 
early the otiicr morning in Tottejiliam- 
court-road, It was a wedding-party, 
and emerged from one of the inferior 
Btreets near Fitzroy-Bqimre. Thera 
were the bride, with a thin white diesa,^ 
and A great red face \ and tho brides¬ 
maid, a little, dumpy, good-humoured 
young woman, dressed, of course, ta 
th« same appropriate costome ; and 
the bridegroom and his chosen friend, 
m blue cfiats, yellow waistcoats, white 
trotisersj and Berlin glovea to match. 
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They stopped at the comer of the many melancholy tales of the eamo 
atreet, and cabled a coadi with an air people aidilTereat peiiods ! The ceoii^ 
of indeecTibable dignity. The moment try-girl—the ehowy^ over-dressed vra- 
they were in, the bridesmaid threw a man—the dmttken prostitute I The 
red ahawb which abe had, no doubt, raw apprentice-—the dieei[iated spend- 
brought on purpofle, negligently over thrift^tho thief I 
the number on the door, evidently to Talk of cabs I Cabs are all Teiy well 
delude pedestrians into the belief that in coses of expedition, when a 
the haekuey coach was a private car- matter of nook or notlting, life or 
riage ; aad awiLy they went, perfectly death, your temporary home or your 
satisHed that tlic imposition was sue- long one. But, beaidc a cab 'a lacking 
oessful, and quite unconscious that that gravity of deporUnent which so 
there WAS a great staring number stuck peculiarly distinguiehea a hackney- 
up behind, on a plate aa large as a coach, let it never bo forgotten that a 
sdiooilKryS elate. A eliilling a mile i cab is 4 tldng of yesterday, and that 
—the ride was worth five, at least, to he never was anyUiing better, A hack- 
them,. uey-cab baa always been a liackney- 

What an intorcating book a hackney- cab, from his first entry into pubhe 
ooadi might produce, [f it could cati'y life; whereas a hackney-coach ia a 
06 much in its head as it does ia its remnant of past gentility, a victim to 
body I The autohtography of a broken- fashion, a hanger^ou of uu old EiigliaH 
down liockiicy-coach, would surely be family, wearing their arms, and, iu 
as amusing as the autobiograi>hy of a days of yore, escorted by men weariiig 
lu'ciken-duwn liackneyeddran.atlst; and their livery, stripped of !i!s finery, and 
it might tell as much of its travels thrown upon the worli^ like a oiico- 
the pule, as others have of tlieir expe- siuatl: footman when lie is no longer 
ditinuR t 0 it How many stories might sufficienlly juvenile for his office, pro¬ 
be related of tho di Her cut people it hod gL'essirg lower and lower in the scale 
convoyed on matters of business or of four-wheeled degmdatioa, mitiZ at 
profit—pleasure or pain ! And how last it comes to —a stand/ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

DOCTOna" C0U»07i3^ 


Walkino^ without nny dufimt« objectj 
thrfiuj^h St Paura Church vaH, a little 
while ago, we hnp^iened to turn dewu 
n street eutitled Patil^sM^hain^^^ and 
keeping atral^lU forwaj^ for a few 
hundred vards, f^tmd ourself, as a 
natural eonBcquence^ in Doctora” Coiri' 
mona. Now Doctors' Cetninojn being 
familiar by name to every body, as ti^e 
place where they grant Jnarriage- 
licences to love-sick cooplesj and di- 
voi-cea to unfaithful ones ; regiaterthe 
wills of people who have any property 
to leave, and punish hasty gentlemen 
who cull ladies by unpleasant namesj 
we no Roritier ih&covervd that we were 
really within its precincts, than we fcU 
a laudable de^^ire to bcconic better 
aequo i I lied thei'ewith ; and as the first 
object of our curiosity was the Court, 
whose decrees can oven unloose the 
bonds of Tiiatniiaony, we procured a 
direction to it ; and bent our steps 
thither w'ithout delay. 

Crossing a quiet ftnd sliady court- 
yaird, pavctl with stone, and frowned 
upon by old red brick houses, on the 
dooiw of which were }iaihtcd Um names 
of sundry Icnmed civilians, we paused 
before a small, green-baized, bmssh j 
beaded-nailed door, which yielding to 
our gentle push, at once admitted us 
into an old quaintdoolcing apArtment, 
with sunken w iudowa, and black curved 
wainscotiing, at the upper end of 
which, seated on a raised platform, of 
Bcinicimilnr shape, were about a dozen 
■oiemu-kinking geutJemen, iu erimsoii 
gowns and wigs. 

At a more elevated desk in the 
centi-e, sat a very fat and red-fated 
gcntleinan, in tortoise-shell spectacles, 
whose dignified appearance annonneed 
th« judge; and round a long ^een- 
bailed table below, somethiug like a 
billtaixl-table without the cuf^hions and 
pockets, wera a uumher of very self- 
unportatic-looking |personages, in stiff 
iiock<;lotbs,and black gowns with white 


fur collars, whom w e at once set down 
ag proctors. At tlie lower end o^f the 
billiard-table wag an individual in an 
arm-chair, and a. wig, whom W'C after¬ 
wards discovered to be tlie i^egistrar \ 
and seated behind a little dusk* near 
the dour, were a respeq table-looking 
mail in black, of about twenty stone 
weight or thereabouts,and a fat-faced, 
smirking, civildooking body, in a black 
gown, black kid gloves, knee shorts, 
and silks, wdtil ashirt'friJI in his bosom, 
curls on bis head, and a silver staff in 
hia hand, whom we had no dllficulty in 
rccognibing as the oftiter of the Court, 
The latter, indeed, speedily set our 
mind at rest upon this point, for, ad- 
, vancing to our elbow, and opening a 
conversation forthwith, he had com¬ 
municated to Ub, Jn less than five 
minutes, that hu wus the nppaHtor, 
and the other riie court-keeper ; that 
this w‘as the A relies Court, and there¬ 
fore the ruunscL wore ml gowns, and 
the proctors for cohaiii * and that when 
the other Coui-ts ^at tlicre, they didn't 
Wear red gowns or fur eollai'g either j 
with miuiy other scrafig of intelligence 
equally interesting, BesidoH these two 
nf^cevSj thei'c was ft little thin old man, 
with Jong grizs^ly hair, crouched in a 
remote corner, whow duty, our com- 
niiuncfttive fiienti infonTitd ns, was to 
ring a large hand^bell when the Court 
opened in the Tnoi'ning, and who, fur 
aught his appeai’ftju e betokened to the 
conmry, might have Wen Gimilarly 
employed for the last two couturies at 
Leae<t. 

The red-faced gentleman in the 
tortoise-shell spectacles hfid got all the 
talk to himself just tlien, and very 
well he was doing it, too, only he 
spoke very fast, but tliat was habit ; 
Btid vTather thick, but that was good 
living. So we had plenty of time to 
look about us. There was one indi¬ 
vidual who amused ua mightily. This 
was one of the bewjgged gentlefncii in 
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tbe red robes, who was straddling 
before tlie fire in the centre of the 
Court, in the attitude of the brazen 
Colossus, to tile complete exclusion of 
every body elw. He had gathei'ed up 
his I'obc behind, in much the same 
manner aa a slovenly woman would 
iier petticoats on a very diity day, in 
order that he ttii^lu feel the full 
waiTKith of the fire. His wig was 
put on all awry,, with tlie tad stiag. 

ahont his neck, his scanty gray 
trousers and short black gaiters, made 
iu the worst poH^lble style, imparted an 
additional inelegant ap[»earance to ins 
imcouth person ; imd Ins limp, badly- 
slarehed shirt-collar altruist obsieured 
his eyes. We ethall never be able to 
claim any credit as a pliysiogiioitiist 
again, for, after a rui'eful scrutiny of 
this gentleman^s countenance, wc bad 
eotiig to the ctiiiclii'^ion that it bespoke 
nothuig but c^atceit and siIIhiohs, udieii 
our fnciid witli the silver start' whis¬ 
pered in our ear that he was no other 
tiian a doctor of civil law^ and lien von 
knows what besides. So of course we 
were mistakcti, and Lie must ben very 
talented man, He conceals it so well 
thougli—perhaps witli tlic niercilul 
view' of not ustumsliing ordinary peofde 
too much—that you ivtnild sn]i]H]seh;m 
Co one i>f the i&tiipidest dogK alive. 

The gentlcniaii in ilie ^[lectaides 
having con chided Liis jtidgiiient, and a 
few minutes liiwing been alloweil to 
elapse, to afford liTiic tor the bn^a in 
the Court to snh^ide, the registrar 
c'dled on the next cause, w hieli was 
“ the office fjf tlic Judge jiroiJioteJ by 
Humplo against Sludbcrry.’' A gene¬ 
ral niovGTucnt w aw vlhible in the 
Coiirtf at this annoiincomout, and the 
obliging functionary with silver staff 
iviiispeiTc^l us til Lit *^lf^^'re wonhl lie 
Home fuu now, for tins was a bi’a.wlijig 
CBSC/^ 

We wcTO not rendered irnich the 
wiaer by tills piece of information, till 
we found by the opening fipcech of 
the counsel for the promoter, ^th at, 
under a holf-obarileta statute of one ot 
tlie Edwards, tbe ccuirt was cm- 
jjovvered to vieit with the penalty ol 
excommunication^ suy per sun vvho 


ffhould be proved guilty of the erimo 
of '** brawling,*' or ** siiiithig,*^ in nny 
church, or vestry adjoining tlirreto ; 
and it appeared, by some eigkt-atid- 
twenty affidarita, whicli wei-e duly 
referred to, tliat on a certain night, at 
a certain vestry-raeetiiig, iii a ctidain 
parisLi particularly set forth, Thomsa 
Slad berry, the party appeared agiUnst 
in that suit, hftd made use of, and 
applied to Michael Bum pie, the pro¬ 
moter, tlie w'ords “ You be bJowm 
and that, on the eaid Michael Bumple 
and Olliers rcTnonetraling VIIth the said 
Thom Of; 51uil berry on tlie impropriety 
of Ilia conduct, the said Tl lorn as Slud- 
berry repeated the aff^resaid ex pres- 
ftion, ^ You be blowed and lurthcr^ 
nioro desired and r(.‘qtn^ted to know, 
vvhetlicr tho said Bumple 

ilkintcdnnythingforhmifielfj" adding, 
that if the said Mhdincl Bum [do did 
want any thing for hiniJielf, he, tlin said 
Thomas Sludiiorry, was tlie man to 
give it hmi at tlie same time 
making use of other htdnous and 
^iTlfnl cxprcsHiqiiS, all of winch, 
Bumple EubmitLed, came witliln ttie 
intent and tneaiiing of the Act [ mid 
tlicreforc he, for the sou!’a health and 
chasteuiiig of SlmllKUTy, prayod for 
wnttiico of oxcomniniiication againet 
liim accord tjigly* 

Upon thene facta a long argument 
vi'u^ entered into, on both bides, to tlie 
great edificatiuii of a niiiiiber of peiv 
sons jntcrrtttcd in tlie parocrliiai 
sqiiabhlcsj wlio crowded the court; 
and when aomo very long and grave 
speeches Jiad been made pra and con, 
the red-faced gentleman in the tor- 
toiBesiiell H|ieetarlcR took a rcvioiv of 
die case, w Loci I occupied half an hour 
more, and then ]ironounced ufion 
Siiidbeny (lie awful eoiitelioe of ex- 
comiiiiinicatinii for a fni'lnight, and 
payment of tho costs of tbo suit. 
Upon this, Sludlierry, who was a little, 
Tccl-faccdi sly-looking, ginger-beer- 
teller, oddresBed tlie court, and a:nd, 
if they M bo gcod enough to take off 
the costs, and cxeqmrnmiicatc him for 
the term ol his tiiitural life iiiioKod, it 
would be much nmro convenient to 
liim, for ho Dover wont to dmreh at 
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all. To tliie apped th« gontleman in 
tbe spoctacLes made no other reply 
thaa A look of vixtuouB indignation ; 
and Sludberiy and hi a frlenda retired^ 
Aa Hie man with the silver staff in* 
formed tie that the court was on the 
point of rieiug, wo retired too— pon- 
deiiogi as we walked away, upon the 
beautiful spirit of these ancient ecele- 
eiAaticsl laws, tlio kind and neighbonrly 
feelings tliey arc calculated to awakeu^ 
and tJiie strong attachmeut to religious 
inedtiitioDS which they cauuot fail to 
engender. 

We were so lost in these meditations, 
that wo had turned into tlie sti-ect, 
aud run up agaiust a door-post, before 
wo rcooUccted where we w^ei^e walking. 
On looking upwards tn see what 
house wc had etuDihled upon, the 
words ** Prcrogative-Odicc,*' wrifleii 
iu large characters^ met our eye ] and 
aa we were in a sight-seeiug humour 
and tJio place waa a publle oue, we 
walked in. 

The room into which we walked, 
was a long, busydooking place, par¬ 
titioned ulf, ou either side, into a 
variety of little hoKos, iu which a few 
clerks were eiiguged iu copying or 
examiuiiig deeds. Down the centre 
of ihe room wem several desks nearly 
breast high, at ennh of which, three or 
four people were etauding, poriug over 
large volumes. A& we knew that 
tliey were uearchiiig for willSj they 
attracted our attention at once, 

J t was curious to contrast tJie lazy 
indifference of the attorneys^ clei'ks 
w])o were making a search for 
fiOmo legal purpose, with the air of 
earnestness and interest which distin¬ 
guished tlie atnmgex'a to the place, 
who were looking up tlie will of eouie 
deceased relative ; die former pausing 
every now and th*?a with an impatient 
yawn, or raising their heads to look at 
the people who passed up and down 
the room; tho latter stooping over the 
book, and ihitmiug down column after 
column of names in the deepest 
ahstiaction. 

There was one little dirty-facod 
man in a blue apron, who after & 
whole moming^s seareb, extending 


Bome fifty yeatD back, had just found 
the will to which lie wished to refer, 
which one of the uncials was reading 
to him in a low hurried voice from a 
thick vellum book viih large clasps. 
It was perfectly evideut that the more 
the clerk read, tlie less tho man with 
the blue apron understood about the 
matter. When the volume was first 
brought dovvUj he took off hia hat, 
smoothed down hia hair, smiled with 
givat 3olf s&tif>faction, and looked up 
iu the I'oader^a face with the air of a 
.man who bad made up hia mind to 
recollect every word he heard. The 
firat two or three liuea w^cro in¬ 
telligible enough ; but then the tccli^ 
nicahties began, and the little man 
began to look rather dubious. Then 
came a whole string of complicated 
trusts^ and bo was regulai'ly at aea. 
As the reader proceeded, It was quite 
nppax'viic that it was a hopelees case, 
and the little man, with liia mouth 
open and hie eyes fixed upon Lils face, 
looked ou witli an expi'esiuon of bc< 
wiLdenneut aud perplexity irresistibly 
ludicrous. 

A little further ou, a hard-featured 
old man with a dee[ily wrinkled face, 
was intently pcmBiii^ a lengthy will 
with the aid of a ]^air of liuru spec¬ 
tacles : occasionally pausing from his 
tas]£, and silly noting dovm some brief 
ineniDraitdum of tlie bequests con¬ 
tained iu it. Every wTiiikle about 
hia toothless moutli, and sliarp keen 
eyes, told of avai-ice and cunning. 
His clothes were ucai'^ly threadbaiv^ 
htit it was easy to see that he wore 
them from clioice and not fraoi nsces^ 
sity ; aLL his ItKiks aud gestures down 
to Hie very muali pinches of anulF 
which he every now and tlien took 
from a little tin canister, told of 
weal til, and penury, and avarice. 

As he leisurely closed the register, 
put up his spectacles, and folded hia 
scraps of paper in a large leathern 
pocket-book, we thought what a nice 
hordi bargain he was driving with 
some poverty-strickeu legatee, who, 
tired of waitn:g year after yeor^ unlit 
some life-intefHSt should faU in, was 
selling hU chance, just as it began to 
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grow moit TaWljle, for a twelfth 
part of ita worth. It was a good spe¬ 
culation—a very safe one» The old 
mAJi stowed Ilia poctet-book carefully 
in tlie breast of liLs great-ooatj uid 
hobbled away with a leer of inumph. 
Tliat will had made him ton years 
younger at the low^t computation. 

Having commenced our observa¬ 
tions, we should certainly have 
extended them to another dozen of 
^leople at least, had not a sudden 
ahuttiug up and putting away of the 
worm-eaten old hooks, warned ua that 
the time for closing the hud 

an'ived ; and tlius deprived us of a 
pleasure, and spai'cd our iieadeia an 
iufiictioii. 

We naturally fell into a train of 


reiection as we walked homewards, 
upon the curions old records of likings 
and ditdikings ; of jealousies and re¬ 
venges I of affection defying the 
power of deatli, and hatred pursued 
beyond the grave, wdiicb these de¬ 
positories contain ; silent but etrikiug 
tokena, some of tliem, of excellence of 
heai'tj and uoblcneBs of soul ; melan¬ 
choly examples, othens, of the worst 
paasious of human nature. How many 
men as they lay speech less and help¬ 
less on the bed of dcatli, would have 
given worlds but for llie strength and 
power to hlot out the sileut evidence 
of animosity and bitterneBS, which 
now Rtatida i^gistcrcd agahist them m 
Doctors^ CoiniuoiiH I 


4 


CIIAPTIiR IX. 

LOBUCEf ^^LCaitATJOMS, 


The wish of porsouR in the humbler 
classes of lEtc, to ajic tlie manners and 
cubtoma of tliusc whom fortune has 
placed above them, is otteii tlie buhject 
of remark, ami nttt uiilrequently of 
com plaint. The inclination may, and 
uo doubt does, exist to a gi'cnt extent, 
aiuojig the ainall gentility—the would- 
lie aristocrats—of the middle clasbee. 
Tradciimcu and cletrka, witti fashion A- 
hie novel reading families, and circu- 
' tting*hbrary-sul)BCi*jbing daughters^ 
get up amall asBeuiblicH iu Luiiiblu 
imitation m Alniaek's, and promenade 
the dingy largo room^' of some 
second-AuCo hotel with as mueii com- 
placeiiey ivi the enviable few who are 
privileged hi u.\hib3t tlieir magniii- 
cenceiu that exeluaivc haunt of fasl nun 
and foolery. Aspiring young ladies, 
who read flaming accounts of iiome 
“fancy fair in high lift,'’ suddenly 
grow desperately charitable ; visions 
of admiradon and matriraotiy*ti(jat 
before tlieir eyes j some woiideifuLly 
meritorious Institution, wfaich, by tl]e 
Htrangest Accident in the world, Jiiia 
never been heard of before, is dis¬ 


covered to be in a languishing con¬ 
dition: Thnm$4>n's great room, or* 
Joliuson'a mirscry-groimd is forthwidi 
engaged, and the aforesaid young 
laches, from mere eliarity, exhiViit 
themselves for tlji-ee diivn, from tw'clvc 
to four, for the small ohai'gc of one 
Bhilliiig per head ! With the excep¬ 
tion of thusE;! clofujcs of society, however, 
and A few w'oak and insignificant 
persons, we do not tliink the alttMiipt 
at iniitation to which we have alluded, 
prevails in any great dtgi'cc. Tiie 
diifei^L'nt duiraetcr of the recreations 
of different classes, has often afforded 
us nnm^-ineiit; and we have chosen 
it fur the subject of oui‘ present 
sketch, in the hope that it may pusseBs 
scjmc amusement for our readers. 

If the regular City nioji^ who Jeavea 
Lloyd^s At live o^clock, and drives 
home to Hackney, Clapton^ Stain fold- 
hill, or elsewhere, can be said to Jiavo 
any daily reereatiou beyond hia dinner, 
it is hia gar den. Hu never doea an j tiling 
to it with liis own hands ; but he takes 
great pride in it notwithatauding ; and 
if you are desirous of p&yiog your 
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addresses to the youn;;e«t daughter, be —say iu the Hiutipbtead-road, or Uio 
sure to be in raptures wjtli every KLibum-road, or sjiy other road where 
flower end shrub it eoutAiua. IT your the houses oi'u Email and neat, and 
poverty of eKpreosioa compel you to have little elips of back gairdeti, lie 
make any cliatinctloa between the two* and hia wife—^who is as clean and cotn- 
we would certainly recommeud your pact n little body aa himself-—liaro 
bestowing more admiration on his occupied the same house ever since he 
garden than his winc^ lie always retired from business twenty years 
takes a walk round it, before he starts ago. They have no fainily* They 
for town in tlie morning, and is par- once liad a son, who died at about flve 
ticuLarly anxious that the flab-pund yeai'S old. The diUd’'a portrait hange 
should be kept specially neat. If you over tJie mantelpiece in the best sittitig- 
c&Uoii liim on Sunday in aiiTnmcr-time, roonij anti a little cart be used to draw 
about lui hour before dinner, you wjU about, is carefully preserved as a relic. 
And him sitting in on arm-choir* on Iu flue weather the old gentleman 
tlie lawn behind the house, witli a is almo^^t constantly rn the garden ; 
»traw hat on* reading a Sunday paper, and wlu^n it is too wet to go into it, 
A Ehort distance fi»m him you uilJ Jic wjtt look out of the window at it, 
most likely observe a handsome paro- by the hour together. He has always 
i]uct in a loige biuas wIve- eage ; ten something to do there* ai:d you will 
to one but the two eldt^st girls ai-e see hnii digging, and sweeping* and 
loitering in one of the side walks cutting* and planting, with muni Test 
accnmpsiiicd by & couple +of young delight. In fi[»riiig tunc* there ia no 
gentlemen* wlio urc hoMiug parasols end to the sowing of seeds, and stick- 
over tiicm-—of course only to keep the ing little bits of wood over them, with 
flun off—while tlie younger chiLdreu* labels* which Itxjk like epitaphs to tlicir 
witli the under imrsury-maidj are memory ; and in theevuuieg* when the 
Strolling listlessly about* In the .sbedoK sun has gone down, the perseverance 
Beyond theae occasions, his delight in , wdth which he lugs a great w^atering- 
his garden Ap[>eara to arise tutu'e fivnii • pot about is perfectly oslumshing. 
the con!^cioul>ue3a of posi^ssinn than j The only other recreation he lias^ is 
actual enjoyment of it^ When he j the new’s^Tapi r* which he poru&Oievery 
drives you down to diimcr on ft week - j day, irgui bcgiiiniiJig to end* generally 
day^ lie is ratlier fatigued with the ^ reading the inoEt intcm<Lmg pieces of 
occupations of the morning* and tolera-' iJitolligeiice to hi» wife, duruig broak- 
bly cross into the bai'gain * but when j fiiht. The old lady is very food of 
the cLotb removed, and Lie iLoa drank j flowcrs^j a$ the JiyHciuih-glussea in the 
three or lour glasisen of his favourite | poiOour-window, aiidi gerunium-pow in 
port* he ordcra the French windows of L tlie little front euurt, testify. She 
liis (Ijuing-rtHmi (which of course look | takes great pride in the garden too : 
into tlio garden) to he opened, and | and when oliO of the four fruit-troi^a 
throwing a silk handkoT'chief over hia ? produce.'^ rather a larger gnoseberry 
head; and leaning back in Ins ann- tliaii usual, it ie care fully preserved 
chair, descants at cousidel'sble lenglb under a winc-glaea on the Eiileboord, 
upon its beauty* and the cost of main- fur the cdihoition of vlsitora, who are 
tftining it This la to impress you— duly infuimed tliat Mr.. So-and-so 
who nre a young friend uf the family 
—with ft due sense of the cxceUence 
of the garden, and the wcaltli of its 
owner ; aud when he hoa uxliaustod 
the subject, he goes, to ^leep. 

There is another and a very different 
closa of men, whorw reci'catifiii is their 
gordeu^ An individual ol tins class, 
neaideB eome short distance fruiu towu 


planted the Ires which produced it, 
with hiB ow'n bands. On a summer’s 
eveniJig* when the large watering-pot 
hsft been bILed and emptied some fuur- 
tet in times* and the old couple have 
quite oxliousted theniselvoB by trotting 
about, you will see them sitting hap¬ 
pily together in the lUtle summer¬ 
house, enjoying the calm and peace of 
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the twilight,and watching the filnuiows 
they fall upon the gai'den, and gra- 
dually growing thicker and ttnsre 
6oiDbre» obacure the tints of tlieir 
gayest flovi'era—no bad eniblem of the 
yeare that have silently rolled over 
their headsj deadening in their courai] 
the brightest hues of early hopes and 
feelings iviiieh have long since faded 
away. These are their on ly i^creations, 
and they require no more. They have 
within themselves, the materials of 
comfort and contenit i and the only 
auxiety of each, is to diC before the 
otlier* 

Thifl is no ideal aketch. Thcro v$cd 
to be niany old jKopLu of this de 3 cri[M 
tion ; tlieir iiuiiihei'S may have dinii- 
nislied^ and may deerease still move. 
Whether ti^c course female education 
has taken of late days—whether the 
pursuit of giddy Irivobtieft, and empty 
nothings^ hiis tended to UJiiit women 
for that quiet doiuestic lilo, in wlncii 
tiiey show fai* more beautiluhy tlian 
in tlie moat cvoivdcd assembly, is a 
question we shciuld feci Uttle gratifica¬ 
tion iu diseusbing : wc hope nou 

Let us turn now^ to anotiier portion 
of the London pr>puLatiO]i, whoso 
recreations present about as strong a 
CDiitr.iht as rati welt be conceived—we 
mean tile Sunday pleasured ; and let 
us beg our rciulers to imagine theiii' 
selvef^ stacloned by our eido in some 
w'ell-ktiowii iiiral ** Tea-gardcna.^^ 

The beat is Inleiiae thjo aftm'noou, 
and the people, of whom tliere are 
additional parties arriving every 
moment] look as warm as the biblen 
which have been recently |kaiuteii,and 
have the ap]>earance uf icing retldiot 
What a dust and noise! Men and 
women—buys and girl^;—swetdlicaru, 
and married people—babies in arnts, 
and cliildreu in chaisca—pipes and | 
shrimjis—cigars and periwinkles—tea 
aud tobacco. Gent]emeu, in alarm]ng 
waiatcuafA, and steel watcli-guai’dG, 
promenading nboui, tlirec abi-east, 
with etirpribing dignity {or as the 
gentleman in the next box facotinusly 
observes] "cutting it uncommon fat !*') 
—ladif^] with great, long, white 
pocket-handkerchiefs likestn^ table- 


I clotlis, ilk tlieir hands, chasing one 
anotlier on the gi-ass iu the moat 
playful and interesting man tier, with 
Die view of atti-rvcting the attention of 
the aforc^id gentlemcn^lmsbajjde in 
perspective ordering brattles ot 
beer for tlie objects of tlieir afTectionSj 
witJi a lavish disregard of expense ; 
i and tho said objects washing down 
huge quantities of "flhrimpa’'* and 
i" winkles,’* with an equal dii^regard of 
their own bodily health and subsequent 
comfort—boys, witli great silk hata 
just balanced on the top of their 
heads, smoking cigars, and trying to 
look 03 if they liked tliem—gentlemen 
iu pink slnrts and blue waletceatc, 
occosionaJly upsetting either tliem- 
selves, or somebody else, with their 
own canea 

Some of tlie finery of these people 
proYokoA a amiJe, but they ore all 
clean, and }]ap]}y, oiid diapoGod to be 
goixl-tiatui’ed and sociable. Those two 
niotJieriy-tooking women in the smart 
peliSHca, who arc chottingjjn coiifidcu- 
tiully, bserting a "ma’j«u** at every 
fourth word, scraped an acquaintance 
alnivit a quarter of an hour ago : it 
originated in admiration of the little boy 
who belongs to one of tliem—that 
diruinutive apecimen of Tuorulity in 
the thteD-Corntired pink naUu hat with 
black featliers. The two men in the 
blue coats and drab trousers, who are 
walking up and down, stnoking their 
pipes, ai-e tlieir boabauds. The party 
ill tiie opposite box arc a pretty fair 
specimen of tho generality of tlie 
viaLtui:^* Tiiciie arc the father and 
moLher, and old gi’aiidmotlier; a 
young man and woman, and an indi¬ 
vidual addressed by the eupiieuioos 
titlo of ** Uncle Bill,** who is evi* 
dently the vifit of the party» They 
iaavo sumo half-doscn children wiih 
them, but it is scarcely necessary to 
notice tlie fact, for that is a matter of 
course here. Every woman iu " tho 
gardens,** who ha# been roamed for 
any length of time, must have had 
twins on two or three eccaalons; It 
is impossible to account for the 
extent of juvcnUs population in any 
other way. 
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Observe tlie mexprcESible delight of 
the old grandmotlier^ at: Unde Biirs 
Hpleodiid joke of tea for four : bread 
and butter for forty f luid the loud 
explosion of mirth which follows his 
waferiug a paper “ pigtaiP ou the 
waltei'^s collar^ The young man is 
evidently “ keeping company” with. 
Uodd Bill's niece : wid Unde Biirs 
hitite—such as “ Don’t forget me at 
the dinner, you know,’’ 1 shall look 
out for the cake, Sally,” “ I ’ll he god¬ 
father to your fii'st—wftger it’s a boy/' 
and so fortli, are equally embarraBsiiig 
to tlte young people, and delightful to 
tlie elder ones. Ah to the old gmnd- 
mother, she is in perfect etata^iefl, 
and docs nothing hut laugh herself 
into fits tif coughing, until they have 
hoished the giii-and'^water warm 
witli/* of which Uncle Bill ordered 
" glasses round'* after tea, “ just to 
keep the uiglit air out, and du it up 


comfortable and riglar arter sitcb an 
as-toiiishing hot day I 

It is getting dark, and the people 
begin to move. The field leading to 
town U quite full of them ; the little 
haJid-chaises are dragged wearily 
along, the children ai^e tired, and 
amuse fhemEclvcH and tlic company 
generally by crying, or I'csort to the 
nmeh more pleasant cjcpedlept of 
going to filcep—tlie moth errs begin to 
wish they w^re at home again—sweet¬ 
hearts grow more scutiiuental than 
ever, as tlic time for parting arrives 
—tlic gsrtlens look mouniful enough, 
by the light of tlio two lautema which 
hang Against the trees for the con¬ 
venience of smokers—and the waiterSj 
who have been running about inces- 
aaiitly for the hours, think they 

feel a little tired, as they count their 
glas&es 'lud their gaiua. 
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CHAPTER X 

TUE RlYElL 

** Are you fond of the tvaler 1” b a ] the “flittena'* in the boat^ In a Yery liu- 
qneslioii very frequently a^keJ^ in niiJiatiD^ manner, 
hoi fiUDimer weatherj^ by amphibiouii- We grant tliaC the banka of die 
looking young men, " Very,*’ is the Thanics nre very beautiful at Rich- 
general reply, “Ati't you Hardly mond and Twickenham^ and other 
ever off ia die response^ accom- dbtaut liavena;^ olten eought thouirh 
p&nied by auudry adjeetivcaj ex- icldom reached ; but from the Red- 
■ pressivo of dio speaker's heartfelt ua*' back to Blaekfriai'^6-bridge, tlie 
ad mil'stion of that element scene is wonderfully changed. The 

with all respect for tiie opinion of Petiitcntiary is a noble building^ no 
Bociety in genetal, and cutter dubs in doubC^ and tiie sportive youths who 
pa *ticLlar, we liutnbly auggeet tluit ** go in^' at that particular part of the 
soiae of the most painful remiDiscences river, on a summer’s evening, tuaj^ bo 
in ho mind of every individual who all very well itj perspective j but when 
has occasionally disported himself on you arc obliged to keep in shore com- 
tlie Tlianies, must be comicntcd with ing hotncj siid tho young ladies will 
hi a aquatic reciientioDs. Who ever Colour up, and look pcr^ereringly the 
hea d of a succcssiul water-poi'ty 1— otlier way, while the married dittoes 
or to put the quesitiou iti a still more cough slightly, and stare very bard at 
intelligible fonn, who ever saw one \ \ tho water, you feel awkward—espe- 
We have been oii water cxcursioiis dally if you happen to Liave been 
out of number, but we solemuly > attempting the most distant approach 
declare that we cannot call to mind to seutijnentulity, for an hour or two 
one ainglc occabioii of tlie Jdnd, whidi previously. 

xvus Dot in.-trl^od by moro miseries Although experience and suffering 
tlian niiy one would supfioco could have produced in our mmda the 
reasonably be crowded Into the space result we havo just stated, we are by 
of some eight or nine hours. Some- no means blind to a proper sense of 
tiling has always goue xviMug. Either tlie iuu vi'hich a looker-on may extract 
tlie cork of tlio salad-ditssbg has from the amaieui':} of boating, What 
come out, or the most anxiously cx- can be more amusing than Searle^6 
pect^.'d member of the party has not yanl on a fine Sunday mel'lliug T It’i# 
come out] or the most disagrt'cable a Richmond tide, and some dozen 
man in company would come out, ora boats are pi'eparing for the rccoptiou 
child or two havo fallen into the of the parties who have engaged tliem^ 
water, or tlie geutlemun who tiruler- Txvo are three fellows in gi-eat rough 
took to steer has cndEUigered every troueers and Guernsey sliirts, are 
body ^6 life all the way, or tlio gentle- getting tliem ready by ea^y stages; 
men who volunteered to row havo now ooruing down tlm yard with a 
been "^out of practice/^ aud per- pair of eculls and a cushion—then 
formed very a] arm ing evolutions, having a ctiat with the “jack,” who, 
putting their oars dow'n into tlie water like ad his tribe, seems to be wholly 
and not being able to get tiiem up incapable of doing anything but luung- 
again, or taking terrific pulls \wthout ing about—tlien going back again, 
putting them iu at all ; in cither ci^se, and returning with a rudder-line and 
pitching over on tJie backs of tlieir a stretcher—then solacing thcmselvefl 
heads with startling violence, and with another chat—and njeu wonder- 
exhibiting the Bolca of their pumps to mg, with their hands in their capa< 
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clous pocltets, where them gentle- 
meu's got to as onlereO the eix."' 
One of these, the head man, with the 
legs of his trousers carefully tucked 
up at the hottoiHjto adniit the watei^ we 
presume—for it is an element in wliich 
he Is infinitely more at home than on 
land—b quite & character^ and eljores 
with the defunct oyster-swal lower 
the celebrated name of Dan do.” 
Watch him, as taking a few minutes^ 
I'cspits fi-oin his t<ids, lie negligently 
seats himself on the edge of a boat, 
and foils his broad bushy eliost with 
& cap scarcely half so lurry* Look at 
hia magnificent^ though reddish 
whiakei-Sj and mark tlie somewhat 
native liuinqur witli wliiuli lie “ elioffs'^ 
the boys and prentices^ or cunuuigly 
gammons thegtijn'lni^n into tlie gilt of a 
glass of gin, ot wliich we verily believe 
he swallows in one day as much os any 
six oi^linary men^ wiiiuiut ever being 
oneatuiu the WlF^^c lor it. 

But tile ]iarty arrivi^s, and Dan do 
relivv'ed fi'nin liia state of uncertainty, 
stalls up into ticlivUy. Tliey approaeli 
in full aquatic costume, witJi round 
blue jnckeis, striped shirts, and ca]>s 
nf all iiiies lUiJ jHitterns, fi-om the 
velvet skidbcap of French manufac¬ 
ture, to the easy heaihdross familiar 
to the students of tlie old Bpelling- 
books, as having, ou the authority 
of the porii'mt, formed part of 
the costmno of tho llevercud Mr, 
Dilworlh* 

This is the most funusing timo to 
observe a regular Sunday water-party. 
There lias evideiilly hoen up to this 
period no iiiconhiUcmble degi^ee of 
boasting on c\ei'ybody*8 part relative 
to his knowledge of navigation ; the 
sight of the water i:aiiidly cool a their 
courage, and tSic air of &.lt-deiiial with 
which eaeli of them insists on smne- 
body clicks hiking nn oar, is perfectly 
deliglufuL At length, after a great 
do&l of changing and fidgeting, conse¬ 
quent upon election of a stroke- 
oar: til# inabihty of one gentleman to 
pull on this sidcj of another to pull 
on that, and of a thiid to pull nt ah, 
the boat^s crew are seated,^ “Shove 
* her off j criea tlia cockawAiUj who 


looks OA cosy and comfortable as if h« 
wore steering in tlie Bay of Biscay. 
The onler is obeyed ; the boat is im- 
mediately turned compWlely round, 

I and proceeils towards Wcetminater- 
bridge, amidst euch a splashing and 
I struggling os never was seen before^ 
except when the Royal George went 
down* “ Back wa'ater, sir/* shouts 
Dando, Back wa^ater, you sir, aft 
upon which everybody thinking ho 
must bo the individual referred tD> 
they all back WH%ter, and Lock comes 
the boat, stern first, to the spotwlienco 
it started. “ Bark water, you sir, aft; 
pull Toiindj you sir, fur od, can't you 1" 
sliuu[s Daudo, in a frenzy of excite¬ 
ment, “ I'lili i-giindj Toiiri, can'^t you I” 
re-echoes one of the iiarty. “ Tom 
anT fnr'ad/' replies another, *^Yes, 
lie is/'cries a third ; and the uiifortu- 
nate young man, at the imminent risk 
I of breaking a blood-vc^Kc1, pul!a and 
pulls, until the head of tiie boat fairly 
lies in the direction of Vauxha!Abridge. 
“ That's right—now poll all on you !” 
siiouU Dando again, adding, in an 
under tone, to somebody by him, 
“ Bloived if lievcT 1 see sich a set of 
muffa 1” and away jogs the boat in a 
Ki;r;!'ag direction, every one of the six 
outs liippliig into the water at a dilferw 
ent time ; and the yard is once mure 
clear, until tlie arrival of tiie next 
party. 

A well-contested rowing-match on 
tlie Tliamcs, Is a very lively and inte¬ 
resting scene* The water is studdiii 
with boats of all acirts, kinds, and de- 
BCi'i[3tjuu9 ; pluous m tiie coaUbargea 
at tlie different wharfs are let to 01 * 0 wda 
of S|>cctatorfii, beer lond tobacco flow 
freely about; men, women, and chil¬ 
dren wait for the start iti bi^thless 
I expectation, cutters of six and eight 
oars glide gently up and down, waiting 
to accompany tlieir proierfis durJug the 
race ; bands of music add to the aui* 
mation, if not to the harmony of the 
scene, groups of watermen ore oosem- 
blcd *'X the difleronc stairs, discussing 
the merits of the respective candi¬ 
dates I and the prize wherry which is 
, Tiiwed idowly about by a pair of skulls, 
I Is an object of general lutercsU 
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Two o’clock Blrjke% and eTerjbody 
I00I14 anxiously Ln the diroctioo of tlie 
brid^ through wliich tlie candidates 
for the pnze wfill come—half-p^t two, 
ajad the general attention which has 
been preserved so long begins to flag, 
when suddenly a guti is hearand the 
noise of distant hurm’ing along each 
bank of the river—every head is Lent 
forward—the noise draws nearer and 
nearer—the boars which have been 
waiting at the bridge start bristly up 
die river, and a well-Tnanned galley 


Agca-at once oa a matter of course, and 
run away with tlrem, lieavon knows 
V here, is laughable in the exti’eme, A 
Margate boat lies alongside the wharf, 
the Gravesend boat (winch starts first) 
lies alongside that again and as » 
tempomry communication is furmed 
between the two, by meuRS of a plank 
and hand- rail, the natural confusion of 
the Scene is by no means diminished. 

** Gravesend E '* inquires a stout 
father of a stout family, who follow 
him, uTider the guidance of their mo- 


shoots through the arch, the sitters 
cheering on tlie boats bohlud lliein, 
which are not yet visiblOr 

Here they ore,” is the general cry 
—and through darts the first boat^tlio 
men in her, stripped to tlie skin, and 
exerting every ruusde to preserve the 
advantage they havegatnctl—lour other 
boats follow el OHO a^Eern ^ there are 
not two boats' length between them— 
the shouting is tretneiidous, and the 
interest intense. “Go on, Piiik’^— 
^^^Give it her, Red”—Sulliwin for 
ever Bravo ’ George “ Now, 


tlier, and a servant, nt the no stnall 
risk of two or three of them being left 
behind in tlie confusion. “Grave^ndP 

" Pass on, if you pleaiw, sir," I'eplies 
the attendant—** other boat, sir." 

Hereupon the stout fatlier, being 
ratlicr mystified, and the stout mother 
mther distracted by niakirnul anxiety^ 
the whole poi'ty deposit tliomsolvea in 
tlic Margate boat, aud alter having 
congratulated himseH' on having se¬ 
cured Very comfur table seats, tile stout 
fattier sallies to the cliiiiiuey to look 
for his luggage, which he has a faiDt 


Tom, now—now—now—why don't 
your partner stretcii out!"'—"Two 
pots to a pint on Yellow," Ac- &c. 
Every little pnbllc-hoube fires its gim, 
and hoists its Hag; and the men 
who wnn the heat, come in, amidst a 
s[iliisliij]g and Bhouting, and banging 
and conlusioiij wlntih no one can iina- 
gino w‘ho has not witnessed it, and of 
whicli any dcaoription would convey a 
very faint idea. 

One of the moat nnuiaing places w'o 
knowj ia the stenm^wliiirf of the Lou* 
don-bridge, or St* Katliorine's Duck. 
Company, on a Saturday morning in 
suiiimer, when the Gravesend and 
Margate Bteauiers ftK' u&aaliy crowded 
to excess; and as we have jn»t taken 
a glance at tlie river above bridge, wc 
hope our readers will not object to 
accompany ua on board a Gi'avcBcnd 
packet* 

Coaches are every moment setting 
down at tlie entrance to the whai?, and 
the stare of bewildered aBtonlshment 
with which th* “fares” resign them¬ 
selves and their luggage into the hands 
of tlie porters, who seize all the pack* 


recollection oi having given iioine uino, 
enmetliiug, to take smiiewherf;* No 
luggage, however, bearing Ehe most re¬ 
mote rusenibkiLco to Ids own, in shape 
or form, is to be discovered ; on which 
the styut father colls very loudly for 
an officer, to wlioni he ststee tJic co^, 
Lt the pre^iDtice of anutiler father of 
anodier family--a little thin niim-^ 
who entirely concurs witli him (the 
stout father) hi tldnking that it high 
time something wsa done with tUcBe 
steam companies, and that as the Cur- 
pomticn Bill failed to do it, i^omething 
else must, for really peoplo*B property 
is not to be sseriliced 111 tins way; and 
that if the liiggage isn't restored with¬ 
out delay, be will take care it shall be 
put ui the papers, for the public la not 
to be the victim of these great mono^ 
polies* To this, tlie ofticer, in his turn, 
replies, that that company, ever slnco 
it has been St. Kat'rine's Dock Com¬ 
pany. baa protected life and property; 
that if it had been the Laudon Bridge 
Whaj-f Ciunpauy, indeed, lie alioulduH 
have wondered, seeing that tlie moi'ality 
of that company (they being tlie oppo 
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sition) be answered forj no 
one ; but as it is^ be convinced there 
muat bo eome mieUke^ and Jio woiilduH 
mud making a solemn oath afore a 
ma^Utrate that the gentleman ’ll find 
luB luggage afore he gets to Margate. 

Here tiie stout fatherf tliinking he 
ia making a capital pointy replies, that 
as it happens he is not going to 
Margate at all^ eJid that ** Passenger 
to Gravesend” was on the luggage^ in 
letters of full ta-o inches long; on 
which tlie officer rapidly explains the 
mistake, and the stout mother^ and 
the stout children) and the servon:, are 
]lurried with aU possible despatch on 
board the Gravesend boat, wliich they 
i^ach juflt in time to discover tliat 
their Luggage is tlici'e, and that tlieir 
comfoitable seats are imt^ Then tlie 
bellj wliich is the sigtiol fortlie Graves¬ 
end boat starting) begins to ring most 
furiously: and people keep time to 
the bell) by running in and out of out 
boat at a double-it*^*^^ pace, Tlie bell 
stops; iJie boat starts: people who 
havo Wa taking leave of their friends 
on board, are carjned away against 
their will ; and people w ho have been 
taking leave of their friends on sliorO) 
find lliat they have performed a very 
needless ceremony, in consequence of 
their not being carried away at all. 
The regular paAseiigere, who have sea- 
BOQ-ticketS) go hebw to breakfajiit; 
peojde who have purchased Tnorning 
{lapeiw, compose theniRcives to read 
them ; and people wlio have not been , 
down the river before) tldnk that both I 
the shipping and the water, look a 
great de^ better at a distance. 

When we get down about as far as 
Blockwall, and begin to move at a 
quicker rate, the spirits of tJie passen¬ 
gers appear to rise in proportion. Old 
w'omen who have brought largo wicker 
hand-bosketa with them, set seriously 
to work at the demolition of heavy 
sandwiches, and pass round a wine^ 
glaea, which is frequently repienislied 
from a flat Ixd tie likea stomach-warmer, 
witli considerable glee: handiiu; it first 
to the gentleman in the fora^ing-cap, 
Vliu plays the harp — partly as an 


expression of Eatisfactlon with hia pre* 
vious exertionsj and partly to induce 
him to play Dumbledumb-deary,” 
for ** A-liek ” to daneo to ; wliich being 
done, Alick, who is a damp earthy 
child in red worsted socks, takes cer¬ 
tain small jumps upon the deck, to the 
unspeakable Batlefactiun of his family 
circle. Girls who have brought the 
first volume of some new novel in their 
reticule, become extremely plaiativ«, 
and expatiate to Mr« Brown, or young 
Mr. O'Brien, who has been luoking 
over them, on the blueness of tlie sky, 
and brightness of the water; on which 
Mr. Brown or Mr. O’Biien, as the 
case may be, remarks in a low voice 
that be has been quite insensible of 
lato to the beauties of nature—that hla 
w'hole thoughts and wishes have centred 
in one object aJone—wdieroupon the 
young lady looks up, and failing in her 
attempt to appear uiiconscious, looks 
down again \ and turns over the next 
leaf with great difficulty, in order to 
afford opportunity for a lengthened 
pressure of the hand. 

Ti:le^ope 9 ) sandwiches, and glasses 
of brandy-aiid*M'ater cold wJthoat, 
begin to be in great requisition; and 
bab^hful men who have been looking 
down the hatchway At the engine, find, 
to their great relief, a subject on which 
they can converse with one another— 
and a copious one too—Steam. 

“ Won derful tlnng steam, sir.’’ " Ah! 
(a deep-drawn sigh) it is indeed, sir.” 
“ G rcat power, sir.” Immense:—i m- 
Tnenoe I ” “ Great deal done by s^team, 
sir*” "Ah! (another sigh at the 
immensity of the subject^ and a 
knowing shake of the head) you may 
say that, sir.” “Still in its infancy, 
tliey siLy, sir.” Novel remarks of 
this kind) are gcncr.illy tlie com¬ 
mencement of a conversation wlilch ia 
jtrolonged until tlie con elusion of the 
trip, and, perhaps, lays the foundation 
of a epeaking acquaiutanco between 
half a dozeu gentlemen, who, liaTuig 
their ^’!Lmi]ies at Gravesend, take sea- 
aondickete for the boat, and dine on 
board I'Cgularly every afternoon^ 
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CHAPTER XL 

astlky’s. 


Ws. never see any very large, starsog, 
black Roman (■□piiala, in a book^ or 
shop-wiudow, or placated on a wall^ 
widioiit their imm^iately recaihng to 
our mind an indistinot und confuei^ 
recollection of the time when we were 
first mitiatccl in the myetenes of tlie 
alphabet. We almoEt fancy we nee 
the pin's point following the letter, to 
ini press its foi'm more strongly on our 
bewildered imagination] and wince 
involuntarily, as we remember tbe bard 
knuckles witli wliich the reverend old 
lady who instilled into oor tnind tlie 
first principles of education for nine- 
pence per week, or ten and sixpence 
per <jiiarter, was wont to poke oar 
juvenile Lead occasionally, by way of 
adjusting the confuaion of ideas in 
which wfr were generally involved. 
The aamc kind of feeling puraucs us 
iQ many other iiistancefl, but there is 
no place which recula so strongly our 
recollections of cLiildboijd as Astley^s. 
It was not a “Royal Amphitheatre” 
in those days, nor had Ducrow arisen 
to shed tlie light of classic tabte and 
portable gas over tlie sawdust of tJic 
circus; but the whole character of tlie 
place was the same^ the pieces were 
the same, tbe clown's jokes were tlie 
same, the ricHng^masters were equally 
grand, the comic performers equally 
witty, the tragedians equally hoarse, 
and the “Ingbly-traiacd cJiarj[:crs” 
equally spirited, Astley^i has altered 
for the better—we liavo chuogod for 
the woree^ Our histrionic taste is 
gone, and with shame we confess, that 
we are far more delighted and amused 
with tbe audience, than /vith tlie 
pageautry we once so highly appre¬ 
ciated. 

W e like to watch a regular Astley*fi 
party in the blaster or Midsui]i;incr 
holidays—pa and ma, and nine or ten 
children, varying from five foot six to 
two foot eleven : from fourteen years 
of age to four. We had just taken 


our seat In one of the boxes, in the 
centre of tlie house, the otiier night, 
when tlio next was occupied by Just 
such a party iia we should have at¬ 
tempted to describe, had we depicted 
our beau ideal of a group of Astley's 
visitors. 

Firet of all, there came three little 
hoys and a little girl, who, in pur* 
suonce of pa^a directjona, issued in a 
very audible volco from the box-door, 
occupied the front row ; tlien two 
more little girls were ushered in by a 
young lady, evidently the governess. 
Then came tliree more little boys^ 
dressed like the first, in blue jackets 
and ti'ousera, with lay-down ehirt-col- 
lars ; then a child iu a braided frock 
and high state of ostonisliuicnt, 'aith 
very large round ej^e, opened to their 
utmost width, was lifted over the seats 
—a process winch occusloncd a con¬ 
siderable display of little pink legs— 
thiAi came ma and pa, and tlicu tbe 
eldest eon, a boy of fourteen years old, 
who Vrua evidently trying to look ss if 
ho did not belong to the family. 

The first five mliiutes were occupied 
in taking the shawls off the little girls; 
and adjusting the bows which orno- 
men ted tlieir hair ; tJien it woa provi¬ 
dentially discovert that one of tlie 
little boys was seated behind a pillar 
and could not see, so the govemesa 
was stuck behiud the piUor, and the 
boy lifted into her place. Then pa 
drilled the boys, and dii^ected the stow¬ 
ing away of ilieir pocket-handker^ 
chiefs; and ma having first nodded 
and winked to the governoas to pull 
tbe girla’ frocks a littic more off their 
shouldcra, stood up to review the little 
troop—an inapcction which appeared 
to terminate much to her own safia- 
faction, for she looked with a comply 
cent air at pa, who wag standing up at 
the further ead of the seat. Pa re* 
turned the glance, and blew his nose 
very emphatically; and the poor 
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goremeafl oat from behind the | 

pillar, and timidly tried to catch ma^B 
eye, With a In^tk expretaive of her high 
admir&tjon of the whole fAmily^ Then I 
two of the little boys who had been 
diBcuBsing the point whelher Astley^s 
was more tlian twice n.^ large na Dmry- 
lane, agreed to refer it to “George" 
for his decision ; at winch “ George,** 
who was no other than the young gen- 
tlomoji before noticed, waxed indig¬ 
nant, and remonstrate in no very 
gentle terms on the gross impropriety 
of liaving hie name repeated in so loud . 
a voice at a public place, oti which all 
tlie children laughed very heartily, 
and one of the little bnys wound up by 
expressing his opinion, that “ George 
began to think himself quite a man 
now,** whereupon both pa and ma 
laughed too ; and George (who carried 
a dress caiio and was cuUivatirig 
whiskers) muttered that “ Willinm al¬ 
ways was encouraged in his imperti¬ 
nence and assumed a look of pro¬ 
found contempt, which lasted the whole 
evenings 

The plsy began, and the interest of 
the little hoys knew no bounds. Pa 
was clearly interested too, although he 
very unsuccessfully endeavoured to look 
aa if he wa^n’^t* Aa for ma, she w'as 
perfectly overcome by the dix^ljery of 
the priiici]>al cotuedian, and lauglied 
till every one of tJie immense bows on 
her ample cap trembled, at whidi the 
goverties^i ]>eeped out from behind the 
pillar and whenever e»tie could 

catch ma*s eye, put her haudkerehief 
to her mouth,and Apgieai-ed, as in duty 
bound, to be in convulsions of laughter 
also. Then when the man in the 
splendid armour vowed to rescue the 
l^y or perisli in the attempt, the little 
boys applaiided vehemently, especially 
one little fellow who was appai'eiitly 
on a vlbit to the family, and bad bL'en 
carrying on a child's fiirtEUion, the 
whole evening, with a small coquette 
of twelve yeat^old, who Looked like a 
model of her on a reduced 

Bcair ; and who in common with the 
otlier little girls (who generally epeak^ 
ing have even more ecquettishness 
labout them than much older one a) 


looked very properly shocked, wbcQ 
the knight^s squire kissed tlie prJncea&'a 
DonHdentiAl chambermaid. 

When the scenes in tlie circle com¬ 
menced, the children were more de¬ 
lighted than ever j and the wish to see 
what was going forward, completely 
cojiquering pa's dignity, ho stood up 
in the box, and applauded as loudly as 
any of tliem. Between each feat of 
hoi-seniaubhip, the governess leant 
across to ma, and retailed the clever 
remarks of the children on that which 
had preceded: and in a, is the open¬ 
ness of her heart, offered the governess 
ail acidulated di^>p, and the gotcruees, 
gratified to be taken iiotiee of, retired 
behind her pillar again with a brighter 
countenance: and the whrde party 
Seemed quite happy, except the exqiii* 
fiitc in the hack of die box, who, being 
too grand to take any interest in the 
child 1^, and too insignificant to be 
taken notice of by any body cIkc, occu¬ 
pied himself, from time to time, hi 
tubbing the place where the wlnakcrs 
ought to bo, and was complottly alone 
in bifl glory. 

We defy any one w ho Ins been to 
Astlcy^B two or tliroe times, and is 
consequently capable uf ap]>rcctating 
the perseveraiice with which procificly 
tlie jukcti repeated night alter 
uiglit, and season after socLson, not to 
be nmused with one part of tlie per- 
fommueos at least we mean tlio 
I seencB in the circle, I^ur oin-self, wc 
: know thut wlien the hoop, coinpoged of 
jcti of gns, is let dowMj tbo curtain 
(Imwii up fur thg couvcnicueu of tho 
half-price oti their ejcetinciit Tivim the 
rttig, the orange-peel fduari'd aw'ay, and 
the sawdust shaken, with niatlicmatical 
precision, into a complete circle, we 
feel as much enlivened the youugeet 
child present ; nud actually join iq the 
laugh which fid Iowa the tlowu*i «ibrilL 
shout of “ Here wc ai'e ' ” just for old 
acquaintance* sake* Nor can we quite 
divest oui'self of our old feeling of reve- 
renc- for th e ci ding- mastoi', w lio foJ low* 
tlie clown willi A long whip in hie hand, 
and bows to the audience wlih graceful 
dignity* He is none of yt'nr second- 
rate riding-mofiterB in nankeen dresa- 
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iDg-gownQ, with brt>wn finogSj hut the gaHerj, until ha ia interrupted by h 
tre^Lu' gentlemnJi-attendBJit on the second cut from the lung wliip^ and a 
principal riders, who always wears a request to see « what Misa Woolford** 
military uniform with a table-cloth Stopping for T" On whieb, to the intL- 
itiaide tlie breast of the coat^ in whldi presslble mirth of the £Bl!ery, he ea- 
cofltume he fnrcihiy reminds one of a claims, Now, Miss Wool ford, what 
fowl tniased for rotating. He is—but can J coma for to go, fur to fetch, for 
why should we attempt to describe to bring, for to carry, for to do, for 
chat of which no description can convey you, 1 " On tile laily's anuouno- 

an adequate Idea 1 Everybody knows ing with a sweet smile ttiat she wants 
the maa, and everybody remembers the two flags, they are with sundry 
his polished boots, his graceful de^ grimaces^ procuredr and handed up; 
meanour, stiff, as some misjudging the down faeetiuusly observing after 
persons have in their jealousy consi-^ the performance of the latter cers^ 
dered it, and the splendid head of^mony—^He, he, uhf 1 say, sir, Mias 
black hair, painted high on tlie fore- Woolford knows me ] she smiled at 
head, to impart to the countenance an Another cut from the whip, a 

appearance of deep thought and poetic burst from the orchestra, a etart from 
lutilaucholy* His soft and pleasing ^ tlie horse, and round goes Miss Wooh 
voice, too, Is in perfect unison witli his i ford again on her graceful peilonnancc, 
noble bearing, as he humours the clown - to the delight of every member of the 
by indulging in a little badinage i and j audience, young or old. The DeK.t 
the striking recoUection of hie own dig* ! pausealTorasaJi oppimunity for similar 
nity, with which he exclaims, “ Now, | witticism a, the only add jtiuuai fun being 
sir, if you please, inquire for Miss ' that of the clown making ludicroma 
Woolfo^, sir/* can never he forgotten, grimaces at the riding-masier every' 
The gracetui air, too, with fthiidi he i time hie back ie tuni^ \ and flnahy 
iiitroducca Miss Woolford into the j quitting the circle hy jumping over hi a 
arena, and, after assisting her to the head, having previously directed liia 
saddle, follows her fairy courser round attention another way, 
the circle, can never fail to create a Hid any of otir readerfl over notice 
deep impression in tile bosom of every the cLuia of people, who bang about 
fumale servant present. the etafjo-doora of ovir minor theatres 

When Mius Woolford, and the horse, in the daytime. You will rarely pass 
and the orchestra, all atop together to one of these entrances without seeing 
take breath, he urbanely takes part in a group of three or four men con- 
some such dialogue as the following versing on the i^avement, with an Jnde- 
(oommenerd by the clown) l ** 1 say, Bcribahlepublic-housoparlnursw'agger^ 
sir Well, sir 1” (it^s always con- and a kind of coimciDUu air, peculiar to 

ducted in the politest manner.)—'' Did people of this deaeription. They nlwayB 
you ever happen to hear 1 was in the seem to think they are exhibiting; the 
army, sir!**—Nu, sir,”—''Oh, yes, lamps are ever helore tiiem* 1'hat 
sir—1 can go through my exercise, young fellow in the faded brown coat, 
sir."—'‘Indeed, sir ['*—“^lialL I do it and very lull li^ht given ti'ousers, pulls 
DOW,, sir ^ " If you plcaac, sir; come, down the wristhaiids ol his check Aiirt, 

sir—make haste(a cut with the Jong as osteutatioubly aa if it were of tlie 
whip, and tia^ ^ne now—^1 douT fluest linen, aiid cocks the white hat of 
like it,” from the dawn). Here the! the summer-before-last as knowingly 
clown tiirows himself ou the ground, over hie right eye, as if it were a pur- 
and goes through a variety of gym- chaeo of yesterday^ Look at the dirty 
nastic convulsions, doubling hinjaelf white Berlin gloves^ and the cheap 
up, and untying himself i^ain, and silk-hacdkerchief stuck in tlie boaf^m 
making hiniseif look very liks a man i of bis tlireadlrare coat. Is it possible 
In the most liopelesa extreme of human to see him for an iusteiit,Hiid not come 
agony, to the vociferous delight of die to the conclufflon that ho ia theyfalking 

No* 177. F 
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gentleman vhn wears a blue eurtout, 
cle-hu cullriT, atid white troiLserSt for 
half an hour, atid then shrinke mtohia 
worn-out scanty cLuthea : wbo haa to 
boaat night alt or night of hia aptendid 
fortune, whh tlie pamful conaeiouanefis 
of a pHiuud a-wook and his boots to 
find ; to talk of his futhcr’'d marreion 
in the country, with a dreajry recoU 
Jeetjon of his own two-pair back, in 
the New Cut; and to bo envied and 
flaUercd as the favoured lover of 
a rich heirtits, remembering aJi the 
while that the oK-dancer at home is 
in the famiiy way, and out cf an 
engagement T 

Neict to him, perhaps, you will see a 
thin pale limn, with a very long face* 
in a suit of Hliiiiliig biackji thoughtfully 
knocking that pai^ of his boot which 
once had a Jieel, with an ash stick. He 
is the nmri whu does the heavy busi- 
nes.", eucli proty fathers, virtuous 
servaiiLH, curates, laud lords, and so 
forth, 

By the way, tollsing of fathers, we 
should veiv nmch like to ece some 
pieoe in winch all tlie dramatis per- 
Aohm were urpliiuis, Fatiiers aro inva¬ 
riably great nuisances on the atago, 
and always liave to give Che hero or 
her^une a long explanation of what was 
done bebijie t)io curUin rose,A$vahy 
commencing with ^It is now nineteen 
yearn, my dear child, since yovr blessed 
m [idler {^here the old villain’s voice 
fal lei's) conhded you to my chai'ge. 
You were then an infant,^' dtc. Ac, 
Or eJae they have to discover, all of a 
sudden, diat somebudy whem they 
have been hi constant commaolcation 
with, during three long acts, witliout 
tlie slightest suspicion, is their own 
cliild ; h] which case they eaeiaim, 

“ Ah ! what do £ tioe 1 This bracelet J 
That smile I These doouments 1 Those 
eyes 1 Can 1 believe my sensea I—ft 
must be! — Vos—it is, it is my obild 1 ” 
—** My father !" exclaims die child ; 
and tliey lali ^ito each other^s arena, 
and look over each other’s shouldenSf 


and the audience give three rounda of 
appliLLLse, 

To return from this digressiot), wo 
were about to say, that these are the 
sort of people whom you see talking, 
and attltudiiiisiiig, outside the stage- 
doora of our luiuor theatres. At Astley’a 
they are always more numerous than 
at any other place. Tliere is generally 
a groom or two, sitting on the window¬ 
sill, and two or three dirty shabby- 
genteel men in cheeke^l neckerchiefs, 
and sallow linen, louiiging about, and 
carrying, peHiaps, under one arm, a 
pair of stage shoea badly wrapped up 
in a piece of old newspaperi Some 
years ago wo used to stand looking, 
open-mouthed, at these men, with a 
feeling of mysterious curioBity, the 
very recollection of whicli provokes a 
smile at the moment we are writing* 
We could not LcLIeve, that the beings 
of light and elegance, in milk-white 
tunica, salmon-coloured legs, and blue 
scarfs,, who flitted on sleek ci'cain- 
coloured ^horses before our eyes at 
night, will I all aid of hgi^ts, music, 
and artifieial tiowei^, could be tlie 
pnJe, dij^^sipateddooking creatures Wo 
beheld by day* 

We can hardly believe it now. Of 
the lower class of actors we have seen 
eometliing, And it rc^uiree no groat 
eKjerciso of imagination to identify the 
walking gentleman with the ** dirty 
swell,’’ the comic singer with the 
publiohouae cliairman^ or the leading 
tragedian with ditin ken ness and dis¬ 
tress j but the&e other men are myste¬ 
rious beiiigs, never seen out of the 
ring, never beheld but iu the costuino 
of godB and sylphs* With the excep* 
tion of Ducrow, who can scsrcely bo 
classed among them, who ever knew a 
rider at Asdey't, or saw him but on 
horseback I our friend iu the mi¬ 
litary uniform, ever appesar in^ thread¬ 
bare attire, or descend to the compara¬ 
tively limwadded costume of every-day 
life 1 Itnpoflsible 1 We caimot—we 
wlil^Fiot^ljelieve it. 
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If tlic PftfliB he the Umgs of Luti' 
don/' we wonder wlia-t Greenwich Fuir 
is—a periodical breaking out, we sup¬ 
pose, a Burt of aprlnju^-i'ash : a three 
da}rB^ fever, which coole the blood for 
six montlis afterwards, and at tJto 
expiration of which London is restored 
to ita old habits of plodding industry, 
as suddenly and completely as if no^ 
thing liad ever happened to disturb 
tlienu 

111 our earlier days, we were a con¬ 
stant frequenter of Greenwich Fair, for 
years. We have proceeded to, and 
returned from it, in almost every de¬ 
scription of vehicle. W'e cannot eon^ 
acieutioualy deny the charge of having 
once made the possagu in aispriog-vab, 
accompanied by thirteen gentiemen, 
jourteen ladiea, an unlimited nuniber 
of children, and a barrel of beer ; and ' 
we have a vague rccuLlection of having, 
in later days, found ourself the etghUi 
outside, on the top of a hackney-coach, 
at Bomething past four o^clock in the 
morning, with a rather confused idea 
of our owQ name, or place of residence. 
W'e have grown older since then, and 
quiet, and steady i liking notliiug bet¬ 
ter than to spend our Easter, and all 
our other holidays, in some quiet nook, 
wtTih pec^pie of whom we sliall never 
tire I but we think we still remember i 
something of Greenwich Fair, and of 
those who resort to it. At all events j 
we will try> 

The road to Greenwich during the 
whole of Easter Monday, is iu a state 
of perpetual bustle and noise. Cuba, 
hackney-cooehee, ** shay"' carte, coal- 
waggons, stages, omnibuBes, soclabli^, 
gigs, donkey-chaises — all ci'ammed 
with people (for the question never is, 
what the horse can draw, but wbyt the 
vehicle will hold), roll along at tljeit 
utmost speed ; the dost flies m clouds, 
ginger-b«r corks go off iu voileys, 
the balcony of every public-houBU is 


crowded! wttli people, smoking and 
drinking, balf the private bouses are 
turned into tea-shops, fiddles are in 
great request, every little fruit-shop 
displays its stall: of gilt gingerbread 
and penny toys; turnpike men are in 
despair; liorsea won^t go on, and 
wheela will come off j ladies in ** cara- 
waiia ” scream with fright at every 
fresh concussion, and their admirers 
hud it necesasiy to ait I'cmarkably 
close to thein, by way of encourage* 
meiit; servants of all-work, who are 
not allowed to have followers, and have 
got a holiday for the day, make the 
most of their time wiUi the fiuthful 
admirer who waits for a stolen inters 
view at the corner of the street every 
night, when they go to fctcli the beer 
—apprentices grow KcntimentaJ, and 
sti'Hw-bonuot makera kind* Everybody 
is anxious to get on, and actuated by 
the common wifih to be at the fair, or 
in tha park, os soon os possible. 

Pedestrians linger hi groups at the 
roadside, uimble to resist the bIIutc- 
ir.ents of the stout proprietress of the 
*^Jack-ia-the-box, three shies a penny 
or tlie more splendid offers of man 
with tlirue Uitinbiee and a pea on a 
littlu round board, who astonishes the 
bewildeivd crowd wltli some such ad¬ 


dress as, “ Here's the sort o^ game to 
make you laugh seven years otter 
you re dead, and tuin evVy air on 
your ed gray viUi delight I Three 
thimbles and vuu little pea—with a 
Tun, two, three, and o two, three, vun: 
catch him who can. Look on, keep your 
eyes open, and niver say die 1 uiver 
mind tho change,and the expense; all 
fair and above board ; thejn as don't 
play canH vin, and luck attend tbu 
ryal aportainan I Bet any geu'lm^a 
any auin of money, from harf-a-Crowa 
up to a suverin, as he doeon^ name 
the thimble aa kivers the pea 1 ** Hn? 
some grefinhom whispers hia &iend 
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thmt h« saw ibe roll 

uader the middW thimble—an inipjes- 
Biau which ia immediately cenflrnied 
hy a gentleman in top-boots^ who ie 
standing by, and who, in a low tone, 
regreta hie own inability to bet in eon- 
eeqiience of having unfortunately left 
hia pune at liomej but atroiigly uigea 
the stranger not to neglect such a 
golden opportunity. The ** plant” la 
auoeesafulj the bet la made, the atranger 
of eom^ loAM: and tlie gentleman 
with tlie thiuihles conaolea hinij aa he 
pockiuta tlie money, with an aaaurance 
that it^Ej ^ all the fortin of war ! this 
time T vin, next time you vin i niver 
mind the loss of two bob and a bender! 
Do it up iit li small parcel, and break 
out ill a fresh place. Here *b tlie sort 
o' game,” — and the eloquent 
harangue, with such variations as the 
epoaker's exubeiaut fancy suggests, is 
again repeated id the gaping crowd, 
rein forced by the accession of sev'eral 
new comers. 

The chief place of resort in the day¬ 
time, after tiie publio-houscs, is tlie 
park, in which the principal amuse¬ 
ment is to drag young ladies up the 
steep hill which leads to the obseiwa- 
tory, and then drag them down again, 
at the very top of their speed, greatly 
to the derHDgement of their curls and 
bonnet-caps, and much to the edihea- 
tioD of lookei'3H>n from below. Kisa 
in the King,” and ^ Threading my 
GrandmotherNeedle/' too, are sports 
which receive their full share of pa^ 
irouage. Love-aick swaioa, Under the 
influence of gin-and'^water, and the 
tender passion, become violently affec¬ 
tionate ^ and the fair objects of their 
regard enliance fJie value of stolen 
kis>i«s, by a vast deal of struggling, 
and holding dowu of heads, and eries 
of Oh I Ha* done, then, George—Oh, 
dfj tickle him for me, Mary—Well, I 
never !’* and similar Lucretian ejacu^ 
lationa. Little old men and women, 
with a small basket under one arm, 
and a wine-glass, without a foot, in 
the other hand, tender drop o^ the 
right sort” to the different groups ; 

^ and young ladies, who are pcitiuaded 
to indulge itt a drop of the aforesaid, 


right sort, display a pleasing degree of 
reluctance to taste it, and cough after^ 
wards with great propriety. 

The old pensionei'S, who, for the 
moderate charge of a penny, exhibit 
the mast-house, the Thames and ship¬ 
ping, the place where the men used to 
hang in chains, and other interesting 
sights, through a telescope, are asked 
questions about ohjeetfi within the 
range of the gla^ns, which it would 
puzzle a Solomon to answer ' and re¬ 
quested to And out particular houoes 
in particular streets, which it would 
have beeu a task of some difficulty for 
Mr, Homer {not the young gentleman 
who ate tnince-pies with his thumb, hut 
the man of Cglosseum notoriety) to 
discover^ Here and there, where some 
three or four couple are sitting on Che 
grass together, you will see a sun«bumt 
woman In a red cloal- «telling for¬ 
tunes” and propheeying husbands, 
which it requires no extraordinary 
observation to describe, for the ongi- 
nale are before her. Thereupon, the 
lady ontieemed laughs and blushes, 
and ultimately buries her face in an 
imitation cambric handkerchief, and 
Che gentleman described louts ex¬ 
tremely fooiish, and nquoeacs her hand, 
and feea the gipsy liberally; and the 
gipsy goes away, perfectly satisfied 
herself, and leaving those behind her 
perfectly satisAed also ; and the pro¬ 
phecy, like many otlier prophecies of 
greater imporuuce, fuitils itaclf in 
time. 

But it grows dark : the crowd haa 
gradually dispei^d, and only a few 
strttggJsi? are left behind. The light 
in the direction of tlie church shows 
that the fair is illuminated ; and the 
distant noise prm^es it to be fitlingfoat. 
The spot, which half an hour ago wag 
ringing with the shouta of boisterouB 
mirth, is as calm and quiet oa if nothing 
could ever disturb its serenity \ the 
fine old trees, the majestic building at 
their feet, with the noble river beyond, 
glista^Lirig in the moonlight, appear ill 
all their beauty, and under thcir moat 
favourable aspect; the voices of the 
bo)'&, Binging tlieir evening hymn, are 
home geutly on the air ; and the hum- 
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bleet mechanic who hna b^n lingering 
on the grase eo pleuant to the feet that 
beat die Bonie dull round frotti week to 


week in the paved etreeta of London, 
feeta prmid to chink aa he aurveya the 
acene before him, that he belongs to 
the country which hAB selected eucii a 
epot os 4 retreat for it« oideet and best 
defendera in the decline of their Jivea, 
Five minutcfl^ walking brings you to 
the fair ; a ecene caleulated to awaken 
very different feeiinga. The entrance 
is occupied on either aide by the ven¬ 
dors of gingerbread and toys: the stalls 
are gaily lighted up, the moat attrac¬ 
tive gooda profusely disposed, and un- 
bonticted young l^iea, in their zeal 
for the interest of their employers, 
seize you by the coat, and use all the 
blandish meats of ** Do, dear” — 
“ There *a a love —** Don*! be erosa, 


now,*^ &:c., to induce you to purchase 
bolt a pound of the spice nuto, of 
which the majority of the regular fair- 
goera carry a pound or two as a pre¬ 
sent supply, tied up in a cotton pockot- 
houdkcrcliicfi Occasionally you pass 
a deal table, on which ore cxpoi^d 
psn’orths of pickled salmon (fennel 
induded), in little white saucers: oys¬ 
ters, with shelb aa larg:e a9 cheese- 
plates, and divers specimens of a spe- 
cLea of snail (wUkSf we think they are 
called), floating in a somewhat bilious^ 
looking green li<|uid. Cij;^ra, too, are 
in great demand , gentlemen must 
smoke, of course, and here they are, 
two & penny, in a regulat' authentic 
ci^ar-boa, with a lighted tallow candle 
LD the centre. 

Imagine yourself m an extremely 
dense crowd, which swings you to aud 
fro, and in and out, and every way but 
the right one ; add to this the screams 
of women, the shouts of boya, the 
clanging of gongs, the firing of pistols, 
the ringing of bells, tlie be)lowings of 
speaking-trumpets, the squeaking of 
penny dittos, tlie noise of a dozen 
bands, with drums in each, All 

playing different tunes at the '^atne 
time, the hallooing of showmen, and 
on occasional roar from the wild-beast 
allows ; and you are in the veiy centre 
and heart of the fair* 


This immense booth, with the targe 
stage in front, so brightly illiuninated 
with Variegated lamps, and pota of 
burning fat, is ** Richardsonwhere 
you have a melo-drama (with three 
murders and a ghost), a pantomime, a 
comic song, an overture, and same 
incidental music, all done in Ave-and'- 
twenty minutes^ 

The eompany ore now pFomenading 
outside cu all the dignity of wigs,. 
Bpatiglss, red-ochre, and whitening. 

with what a ferocious air the gen¬ 
tleman who personates the Mexican 
chief, paces up and down, and with 
what on eye of calm dignity the prin¬ 
cipal tragedian ga^es on the crowd 
below, or converses coiifideiitially with 
the bortequia I The four down*!, who 
are engaged in a mock broadsword 
combat, may be all very well for the 
low-minded holiday-makers; hut these 
are the people for the inflective por¬ 
tion of the community. They look so 
noble in those Roman dresacs, with 
their yellow legs and arms, long block 
curly heads, bushy eyebrows, and scowl 
expressive of assassination, and ven¬ 
geance, and everything else that is 
grand and solemn. Then, the Ladies*— 
were there ever sucli innocent and 
awful-looking beings ; as they walk up 
and down the platforms in twos and 
tlirees, with their arms round each 
other's waists, or kaning for support 
on one of those majestic men I Their 
spORgled musUn dresses and blue satin 
shoes and soadals (a leetU the worse 
for wear) arc tlie admiration of ail 
beholdeia ; and the playful monaer 
in which they check the advances of 
the clown, is perfectly enchanting. 

JuBt a-going to begin J Pray eome 
for’erd, cogie Sir'erd,” exdaima the 
man in the countrymao^s dress, for the 
servejitisth time: and people force their 
way up the steps in crowda The band 
suddenly strikes up, the harlequin and 
columbine set the example, reels are 
formed la kss than no time, the Roman 
heroes place their amns o-kimbo, and 
dance with considctabla agility ; and 
the leading tragic actress, and the gen¬ 
tleman who enacts the ^*ewe]r^ in the 
pantomimej foot it to perfectloTL ** All 
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in to begmj” shontA the iDHiaf^er^ ’when wm hired in conjimctirm 'rith the hnd 
no more people can be induced to BAsa^in, by the wrongfut heir;, to kill 
*®«me for'erd/* and away rush the the rightful heir; and he*B killed a 
leading members of the company to good many people in hie ttme, but he ’b 
do the dreadful in the tirst piece. ' very sorry for it, and ’won^ do ao any 
A change nf poiformance takes place more—a premise 'which he imme- 
every day during tlie fair^ but the diateiy redeema by dying off baud, 
Story of the tragedy is always jjretty without any nDn^ense about iL Then 
much the same* There is a nghtful the rightful heir tlirows down hh 
heir^ who loves a young lady, and ja cliain ; and then turn men, a sailor, and 
beloved by her ; and a wrongful heir,! a young woman (the tenantry of the 
who loves her too, and isn't beloved rightful heir) come in, and the ghost 
by her ; and the wrorgful heir gets makes dumb motions to them, which 
hold of the rightful heir, and tiirowg they, by supernatural interference, 
him into a dungeon, just to k.ll him understand—^forno one else can ; and 
off when convenient, for which pur- the ghost (who can't do any thing with- 
pose he hires a couple of assaasiiis—a i out blue Are) blesses the riglitful heir 
good one and a had one—who, the and the young lady,by half suffocating 
moment they are left alone, get up a them with smoke t and then a mufliu- 
Uttle Riunder on tbeir own aecountf bell rings, and the ctirtam drops, 
the good one killing the bad one, and The exhibitions next in popularity 
the bad one wounding the good one. to these itinerant theatres are the 
Then the rightful heir is discovered ia travelling menageries, or, to speak 
prison, carefully holding a long chain more intelligibly, the ^lYild-beast 
in his hands, and seated despondmgly shows," where a military band in 
in a large arm-chair ; and the young beef-eatcr'e costume, with leopard-skin 
lady comes in to two bars of soft caps, play inceEsantJy ; and where 
murie, and embraces the rightful heir; large highly-coloured repreBentatious 
and then the wrongful heir comes in of tigers tearing men's heads epen, 
to two bars of quick music, (techni- and a lion being burnt ’wiUi red-hot 
cally called ** a hurry") and goes on irons to induce him to drop his victim, 
in the moat shocking manner, throwing are hung up outside, by 'way of attract- 
the young lady about, as if ehe waa iug vieitore^ 

nobf^y, and calling the rightful heir The principal officer at these places 
“ Ar-rccreant—ar-wretch I " in a very is generally a very tall, hoarse man, in 
loud voice, which answers the double a scarlet coat, witli a ciue in his hand, 
purpose of displaying his paosioii, and with which he occasionally raps the 
preventing the sound being deadened pictures we have just noticed, by way 
by the sawdust. The interest becomes of jllustrftting his dcacription—some- 
intense ; the wrongful heir draws hia thing in this way. “ Here, here, here j 
sword, and rushes on the rightful heir; the lion, the lion (tap), exactly as he is 
a blue imoke is aeen, a gong is heard^ reprseented ou the ean^-ai outside 
and a tall white figure (who boa been (three taps) : Ho waiting, remember ; 
all thiA time, behind the ^jm-Gliair, ! no deception. The fe-ro-oioua lion (tap, 
covered over with a table-cloth), tap) who bit off the gentleman's head 
slowly rioes to the tone of " Oft in the last Cambervel vos a twelvemonth, 
stilly night" This is no other than and hoa killed on the awerage three 
the ghost of the rightful heir's father, keepers a-year ever since he arrived 
who was kilLet^by the wrongful heir's at matoority. No extra eharge on 
father, at sight of which the uTongful this account recollect; the price of 
beirbecomea apoplectic, and 15 litomlJy admifeion is only lixpence." Thia 
“ struek all of a heap,” the stage not address never fails to produce a conei- 
being large enough to admit of his derable sensation, and sixpences flow 
falling down full length. Then the into the trcfiisury with wonderful 
good BasaMln 'staggers and says he rapidity. 
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Tbp dfrArfa Are aJeo ot^jecta of 
oturioflityj tuiA A dwArf^a j^lAntcsa, a 
livlnj^ fikdeton^ 4 wild Indian^ a 
youn^ lady of aingular beauty^ with 
perfiwtly white hair and pink eyes,” 
and two or three other natural curiofu- 
tiea,aro ufiuuHy exhibited together for 
the snialL chaise of a penny^ they 

attitiet very iiiiTtioroue audieiioes. The 
beat thing about a dwarf is, that he 
has always a little box^ about two feet 
aix inches high, into which, by long 
practice, he can Just manage to gct^by 
doubling himself up like a boot-jaek ; 
thia box is painted outside Like a six- 
rfiomed house, and as the crowd see 
him ring a bell, or fire a pistol out of 
the first-floor ivindow* they verily 
believe tliat it ia his ordinary town 
residence, divided like other matieioiis 
into di'awing-roomaj dining-parlour, 
and bcdchamhei's. Slmt up in tliis 
case, tlie nntortunnte little object is 
brought nut to delight the throng by 
holding a facetious dialogue with the 
proprietor: in the course of which, 
the dwarf (who is always particularly 
drunk) pledges himself to sing a comic 
flong inside, and pays various compli¬ 
ments to the ladies, which induce 
them to “come foi'’erd” with great 
alacrity. As a giitnt is not so easily 
moved, a pair of iiidescHbablcs of 
most capacious dimenaions,and a huge 
shoe, arc usually btouglit ou(^ into 
which two or tJiree stout men get all 
at once, to the cnthu^^iastic delight uf 
the crowd, who are quite satjAfied with 
the solemn a^^unmee that these habili¬ 
ments form part of the giant's every¬ 
day costume. 

The grandest and rrioat numerously- 
frequented bo^ith in tlic wLioLe fair, 
however, is TLic Cmwp and Anchor” 
—a temporary balL-ronm—we foi^t 
bow many hundred feet long, the price 
of admission to which is one shiliing. 
Immediately on your right hand a& 
you enter, after paying your money, is 
a refreshment place, at wLiich cold 
beef, roast and boiled, French rolls. 


stout, wine, tongue, ham, even fowln, 
if we recollect right, are di^iplayed in 
tempting array. There is a raised 
orchestra, and the place Is boarded all 
tlio way down, in patclieg, just wide 
enough for a country dance. 

There is no moater of the ceremo¬ 
nies in this artiflcLal Ede^n^—all js 
primitive, unreserved, and unstudied. 
The dust ia blinding, the heat insup¬ 
portable, the company somewhat noisy, 
and in the Lughcatspiritaposatblo i Uie 
ladies, in the height of tlieir innocent 
animation, dancing in tlie gentlemen's 
hats, and tlie gentlemen promenading 
*^the gay and festive scene” in the 
Ladies' bonnets, or with the more 
expensive ornaments of false tiofwa, 
and low-crownedj tinder-box looking 
hats: playing children's drums, and 
Accompanied by ladies on die penny 
trumpet 

The noise of these various instru¬ 
ments, the orchestra, the ehoutirig, the 
“ scratehera,” and the dancing, is 
perfectly bewildering. The dancing, 
Itself, beggars description — every 
figure lasts about an hour, and tlie 
Ij^ics l>Dunce up and down the middle, 
with a degree of spirit which is quite 
indescribable. As the gcntlehicn, 
they etanap their feet against the 
ground, every time “ lioiids four 
round" begins, go down, tlie middle 
and up again, with cigara in iheir 
moutlia, and silk handkerchiefs in their 
hands, aud whirl their pariners round, 
nothing loth, scrambling and falling, 
and embracing, and knocking up 
against the otiier ecu plea, until they 
are fairly tired out, and can move no 
longer^ The same scene is repeated 
again and again (slightly vaned by an 
occaeicDal “row”) until a late hour at 
night: and a great many clerks and 
'prentices find themselves next morn¬ 
ing with aching heads, empty pockets, 
damaged hats, and a very iinpeiH^ect 
recollection of how it wiu^ they did 
got home. 
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“ Ric»a&i> TilK THlBTi,—D uke op 
Glo’ster, 2 t ; Earl up Rich word, IL ; 
Duke dp HucKLvGNiiK, Citissay^ 
12^H j Trkssellj 1 Ojf- 6(ip; Lord Stam- 
LKt, 5 r . i Loiid Matok or LondoNj 
2f. «rf.” 

Such are t}ie writtea placards 
wafered up in the gcntl^men^a druasing- 
T<Km^ or ttie gteen-rootti (where there 
la aii^)^at a private theatre; and aueh 
are the RUmb extracted from the shop 
till, or OTercliar^red in the office ex-^ 
pecditurei hy tlie donkeys who are 
prevailed upon to pay for permissioa 
to exhibit their lamentable igtiqraneo 
and boobyifmi on the stage of a pHvate 
theatre. Tliia they do^ in proportinu 
to tile scope afforded by the diaracter 
for the display of their imbecility» 
For instance, the Duke of Glo^ater le 
well worth two pounds, because he 
has it all to hiTuself; he mmc wear a 
real sword, and what is better still, he 
must draw it, several times in the 
course of the piece. The soiilnquica 
alone are wcU worth fifteen Ghilliiiga; 
then there ic the stabbing King Henry 
—decidedly cheap at tliree-and-six- 
pence, tliat 'a ei}^htei^-and'«ixpeuce ; 
bullying tlie coHih-bearers—fiay eigh- 
teeu-pence, tlmngli it's worth [niieb 
more—tliat's a pound* Then the love 
scene with Lady Aim, and (lie bustle 
of the fourth act, can’t bo dear at ten 
sbiUiiigA more—tliat’s only one pound 
ten^ ineliiding the off with his headE** 
—which is sure to bring dowm the 
applause, and it is very easy to do— 
^“^Orf with his ed^* (very quick and 
loud ;—tlicn slow and sneeringly)—■ 
^^So much for Bu-u-u-uc king bam E 
Lay tlie emphojtia oil the *^uck;'" get 
yourself gradually into a comer, and 
work with yourright hand, while you ’re 
saying it, as if you were feolmg your 
way, and it"s sure to do. The tent 
scene is confessedly a'orth half-a^ 
.sovereign, and so you have the fight 
in, gratia, and every body knows what; 


an effect may he produced, by a good 
combat. One-—two—three—four'-— 
over ; then, one—two—tlvroe-— 
under ; then thrust; then dodge and 
elide about; then fall down on nne 
knee ; then fight upon it, and then get 
up again and stagger. You ttiay keep 
on doing this, as long as it seems to 
take—say ten mmuUg^—and tlien fall 
down (Li^k wards, if you can manage 
it without hurting joiin^elOi srid die 
game: nothing like it for pri^ucing au 
effect Tlioy always do it at Astley’s 
and Sadler's Wells, and if tlisy don’t 
know how to do this sort of thing, who 
ill the world does! A small child, or 
a female in white, increases the interest 
of a combat materially—in deed^ we 
are not awaiv tliat a regular legitimate 
terrihG broadsword combat could be 
done without;; but it would be rather 
difhcuU, and eotnewhat unusual, to 
introduce this effect in the last scene 
of Richard tlie Third, so tlie only thing 
to be done, is, just to make the best 
of a bad bargain, and be as long u 
possible fighting it ouL 

The principal patrons of privata 
Uieatrrs are dirty boys, low ef,»pyiQg- 
clerks in attoriieyEi’ offices, cxpacioas^ 
headed youths from city c^mntiug^ 
houses, Jews w hose business, as lenders 
of fancy drcgsMis, is a sure pas^poH to 
the amateur stage, &hop-b(iys who now 
and then mistake their maater’s money 
for their own ; and a choice miscellany 
of idle vagaboiuJa. The proprietor of 
a private theatre may be all ex-seen 
painter, a low cofFee-Uouse^keeper, a 
disappfdnted eighth-ratc actor,a retired 
smuggler, or an uncertificat^ bank¬ 
rupt The theatre itself may be in 
CatherinO'Street, Strand, the pui'lJeus 
of the city, the neighbourhood of 
Gray'^if-inn^lane, or the vicinity of 
Sadlcr^s Welle ; or it may, perhaps, 
form the chief nuisance of anme shabby 
street, on die Surrey side of Waterloo 
bridge* 
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The ladj performeni pay nothitij; 
foi* their charaetera^ aod it is uecdleaH 
to add, are usually selected from ooe 
cUw of eocioty the audiences are 
necesiarily of much the same character 
as the perfoiTuere, who receive, iu 
return for their contributions to the 
manaj^ment, tickets to the amauat of 
the money they pay. 

All the miuor theatres in Londoii, 
especially the lowest^ eonatitute tlie 
centra of a little BtAge-atruck neigh* 
bourhood. Each of them lias an 
audience eiccluaively ite own; and at 
any you will see dropping into the pit 
at half-price^ or swa^ering into tite 
back of a box, if the price of admission 
be a reduced one, divers boys of from 
fifteen to twenty-one years of age, who 
throw back tlicir cost and turn up 
their wristbands, after the portraits of 
CkiuDi D^Oieay,hum tunes and whistle 
when the curtain is down, by way of 
persuading the people near them, that 
they are not at all anxious to have it 
up again, and speak familiarly of tlic 
inferior performers as Bill Such-a^one, 
nnd Ned So-and-so, or tell eaoii other 
how a new piece called Tin Unknoum 
Bandit of tin InvUihit Cavern^ is in 
rehearsal ; how Mister Palmer is to 
play Tin fAitnowu ^aWt£; how i 
Charley Scarton is to take the part of 
an English salior, and fight a broad¬ 
sword combat with aix unknown 
banditB, at one and the same time (one 
theatrical sailor is always equal to half 
a dozen men at least) ; how Mister 
P.hlmor and Charley Scarton are to go 
through a double hornpipe tu fetters 
in the Accond act; how the interior of 
the invisible lavcm is to occupy the 
whole eatent of the stage j and other 
town-surprising theatrical lumounce- 
Tnents. These gertlemezi are the 
amateurs — the Jikhardit, ShylnehE, 
BeverUySf and Othdlta — the Yfmng 
BomtonSf RoverSf Captain 
and Charia Sitifactt —of a private 
theatre. 

See them at the neighbouring public* 
house or the theatrical coffee-ehop i 
They are the kings of the place, sup* | 
posing no real [lerformerB to be; 
present * and roil about, hats on one j 


side, Mid amts S'kimho, as if they 
had actually come into pcasession ^ 
eighteen shiihngs a-week, and a share 
of a ticket night If one of them d«s 
but know an Aatley's supernumerary 
he is a happy fellow* The mingled air 
of envy and admiration with which 
bis companions win regard him, as he 
conversee familiarly with ^me mouldy* 
looking mail in a fflmey neckerchief, 
whose partially corked eyebrows, and 
haJf-rouged face, testify to the fact of 
his having juat left tlie stage or the 
circle, Bulficiently shows in what high 
admiration these public characters are 
held. 

With the double view of guarding 
sgaiDBi the discovery of friende or 
employera, and enhancing the interest 
of an assumed character, by attaching 
a high«flounding name to Its repre- 
f^utatire, theae geniuses aseunic ficti- 
tioiia names, which ai^ not the least 
amusing part of the play-bill of a 
private theatre. Belvilie, Melville, 
Treville, Berkeley, Randolph, Byron, 
St. Clair, and so forth, are among the 
humblest ; and the Irea imposing titles 
of Jenkins, Walker, Thomson, Barker, 
Solomons, Ac., are completely laid 
aside. There is something imposing 
in this, and it is an excellent apology 
for shabbiness into the bargain. A 
sJirunken, faded coat, a decayed hat, 
a patched and soiled pair of trousers^ 
Day even a very dirty shirt (and none 
of these appearances are very un¬ 
common among tlie members of th« 
eorpit dtamatiqm}, may be worn for 
the purpose of disguise, and to prevent 
the remotest eliarjco of recugnitloo. 
Then it preventa any tmublesotne 
: inquiries or cKplauatbns about em* 
ploymenL and pursuits ; every body is 
A gentleman at large, for the occaaion, 
! and there are none of those unpleasant 
and unneoeseory distinctiuna to which 
, oven genius must occasionally succumb 
elsewhere. As to the ladies (God 
bless them), they are quite above any 
formal absurdities ^ the mere circum* 
stance of your being behind ihw scenes 
is a suSicient introduction to their 
j society—for of course they know tliat 
{none but strictly respectable perMoa 
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would be ibdm^eted into cloeo 
fdlowsliip witli tliertii vhich acting 
engenders. They pUce implicit re- 
liance on the manager^ no doubt ^ and 
09 to the manager, he ia all affability 
when he knowB you well,—or, in other 
W'Ordn, when he haa pficketed your 
money once, and entert&ina confident 
hopes of doing no again 

A quarter before eight—there will 
be a fill I liouite to-niglit—six parties 
in the boxes, already ; four Little buys 
and a woman in tlio pit i and two 
fiddles and a flute in the orchesti'a, 
who have got through five overtures i 
since aeven o’clock {the hour fixed for 
the commeiicernent of the perform- 
ancea), and have just begun the sixth. 
There will be plenty of it, though, 
when it dites begin, for there is enough 
in the bill ta Inst six hours at least. 

That gentleman in the white hat 
and checked ehirt, brown coat and 
brass buttons, lounging behind the 
stage-box on tlie O. F^ aide, is Mr. Ho¬ 
ratio St. Julien, alias Jem Larkins. 
His line isgenteel comedy—hisfather's, 
coal and potato. He dfjcs Alfred 
Highflier in the last piece, and very I 
well he*U do it—at the price. The 
party of gentlemen in the opposite j 
box, to whom he has just nodded, are | 
friends and suppnrtere of Mr. Beverley | 
(otherwise Loggina), the jVacfietA of 
the night You observe their attempts 
to appear easy and gentlemanly, each 
meuiber of the party, with Jiis feet 
cocked u|inn the cushion in front 
of the box ! They let them do these 
tilings here, upon the same humane' 
principle which permits poor people’s 
children to knock double knocks at 
the door of an empty house—because 
they caii‘t do it any where else. The 
two filont men in ^e centre box, with 
an opera-glass ostentatiouEly placed 
before them, are friends of the pro* 
prietor—opulent country manageris, 
W9 he confirl^ntially ioforms every 
individual sinong tlie crew behind tlie 
curtain —0]m1ent country managers 
looking out ff^r recruits j a representa^ 
tion which Mr. JJathan, the dresser, 
who ia in the manager's interest, and 
baa just arrived with the costumcB,. 


oflera to confirm upon oath if required 
—eoiTobnrative evidence, however, is 
quite uimeceasary, for the gulls believe 
It at once. 

The stout Jewess, who haa just 
entered, is the mother of the pale Iway 
little girl, with the necklace of blue 
glass beads, sitting by her; she is 
being brought up to ** the profession.” 
Pantomime is to be her line, and she 
is coming out to-night, in a hornpipe 
after the tragedy. The abort thin man 
beside Mr. St. Julien, whoae white 
face ia so deeply seared with the small¬ 
pox, and whose dirty shirt-front is 
inlaid with open-work, and embossed 
with coral elude like ladybirds, is the 
low comedian and comic singer of the 
oetahlishment. The remainder of tho 
audience —o tolerably numerous one 
by tliis time—are a motley group of 
dupes and blackgtiaiila 

'tlie foouligltUi have just made their 
appearance i the wicks of the six little 
olJ lamps round tho only tier of boxes, 
are being turned up, and the additional 
light thus afforded serves to ehow the 
pref^ence of dirt, and aliaence of paint, 
which forms a prominent feature in 
the audience part of the bouse. As 
tliese preparation A, however, announce 
the speedy commencenient of the play, 
iH tis take a peep “ behind " previous 
to the ringing-up. 

The little narrow pas^sages beneath 
the stage are neitlier especially clean 
nor too brilliantly lighted i and the 
absence of any flooring, together with 
the dump mildewy amell which per¬ 
vades the place, does not conduce m 
any great degree to their comfortable 
appearance. Don^t fall over this plate- 
basket—it*s one of the properticfi” 
—the caldron for the witches" cave ; 
and the three uneontb-loiiking figures, 
with broken dothes-propa in their 
hands, who are dHoking giu^and* 
water out of a pint pot, are the weird 
sisters. Ttiis miserable room^ lighted 
by candles ip sconces placed atJength* 
eiied intervals round tlie wall, is the 
di^ssing-mom, eOmmon to tho geutle- 
raen performers, and tlie square hole 
in the ceiling is tlie trap^door of the 
stage above. Y^u will observe that 
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tlie ceiling ia nrnamented with the 
beams that support the boarde, bid 
tutefull^ hung with eobwelj** 

The charadten in the tragedy are 
a1) dressed^ and thetr own cioChes are 
ecattered in hurHed eonfusion over 
the wooden dresser which surrouada 
the room^ That anuff-ahop-Iooking 
figure^ in front of the glaas, is J?o:n^vo : 
and die young lady with the liberal 
display of lege, who ia kindly painting 
his face with a hare's foet, is dressed 
for The large woman, who 

is eonsnltiiig the stage directions in 
Cumberland's edition of Macbe^f is 
the Lad^ Mtxcbtth of the night i she 
ia alwayA selected Co play the p&rt, 
because she is tall and stout, and tookt 
a little like Mrs. Siddons^at a conai' 
durable distauce. That stupid-looking 
milksop, with light hair and bow legs 
—a kind of man whom you can war- I 
rant town-made—is fresh caught ; he 
plays Medcolfa to-night, just to accus- ’ 
tom himself to an audience. He will 
get on better by degreea ; he will play 
OtJtflio in a monili, and in a month 
more, will very probably be appre^ 
bended on a charge of embezzlement. 
The black-eyed female with whom he 
is talking so eamestly, is dressed for 
the ** gentlswoman,” It is her first 
appearance. Coo—in that character. 
The boy of fourteen, who is having his 
eyebrows smeared with soap and 
whitening, is Dancatt^ King of Scot¬ 
land I and the two dirty men with the 
enrked countenaneefl,tn very old green 
tunics, and dirty drab boots, are the 
“ army.” 

** Look sharp below there, gents,'' 
exclaims the dre^iaer, a red headed 
and red-w}llske^l^d Jew, calling through 
the trap, ** they Ve a-going to ring up. 
The fiute says he*U be blowed if he 
plays any more, aud they 're getting 


! precious noisy in front.'' A general 
j rush immediately takes place to the 
baif-dozeii Little steep stepH leading to 
the Btage^ and tlie hetero^eneotis group 
are soon usf^embled at the aide scenes, 
in breathlcBS anxiety aud motley con¬ 
fusion. 

"Kow,^' cries the manager, con- 
SuiCrng the written list which hangs 
behind the first P. S. wing, ** Scene t, 
open country—'lamps down—thunder 
and lightning — all ready. White ?” 
[This ifl addresiied to one of the army.] 
** All ready.'*— Very well. Scene 2, 
front chamber. Is the front chamber 
down r*^** Yea."— "Very well." — 
"Jones” [to the other army who is 
up in the fiiea]. Hallo 1”—"Wind 
up the open country when we ring up,*' 
—" I *11 take care.**—" Scene 3, hack 
perspective with practical bridge. 
BHdge ready. White J Got the tres- 
sets there T*—" All right** 

" Very well. Clear the Btnge,” 
cries the manager, hastily packing 
erery member of the company into 
the little space there is between the 
wings and tbs wall, and one wing and 
another, " Places, plftcea. Now then. 
Witches*^ Duncan— Malcolm—bleed¬ 
ing officer — where *h the bleeding 
officer?'*—Here ! ** replies tiie 
officer, who has been rose^pinking 
for the character. " Get ready, then ; 
now, White, ring the Mcond music- 
bell.** The actors who are to be dis¬ 
covered, are haatily arranged, and the 
actors who are not to be diftcovered 
place themselves, in their anxiety to 
peep at the house, just where tJie 
whole audience can see them. The 
bell rings, and the orchestra, in acknow¬ 
ledgment of the call, play tlirce dis¬ 
tinct chords. The bell rings^^—tlia 
tragedy (1) opeos—aad our descrip¬ 
tion doses. 
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CHAPTER XI 

TAVXQ4LJ>«A£DE!ia BT I>AT, 


Tse:aR & time when if a man Ten- 
lured to wonder how Vaiixliall-gardene 
would look by day* he woe hailed with 
& about of derision at the abaurdity of 
the idea, Vauxliall by daylight! A 
porter-pot without porter^ the Houae 
of Commona without the Speaker, a 
gae-tamp without the gao—pooh, non¬ 
sense. the thing was nut to be thought 
of. It was rumoured, too, in those 
times, that Vauxhalhgardens by day, 
were the aoene of secret and hidden 
experiments; that there, carrers were 
exercised in the mystic art of cutting 
a moderate-sized ham into slices thin 
enough to pavie the wiiole of the 
grounds ; tliat beneath the nhade of 
il)e tall trees, studious men were con^ 
Stanley engaged in chemical experi- 
meutfl, with the view of dtBcorering 
how much water a bowl of negus could 
possibly bear; and that in some re^ 
tired nooks, appropriated to the study 
of omitbolojgy, other sage and leai'ued 
men were, by a process known only to 
themselves, incessantly employed in 
reducing fowls to a mere combination 
of skin and bone. 

Vague rumours of this kind, toge¬ 
ther with many ntlicrs of a similar 
nature, cast over Vauxhall-gardens an 
air of deep mystery; and as there is 
a great deal in the mysterious, there 
ih no doubt that to a good many people, 
at all events, the pleasure they afforded 
was not a little enhanced by this very 
circnnistance* 

Of this class of people we eonfoJSS 
to having mode ore. We loved to 
wander among these illuminated 
groves, tluiikiiig of tlie patient and 
laborious re.«iearrhes which had been 
carried on tliere during tlie day, and 
witnessing their^results in the suppers 
which were served up bcneatli the light 
of lamps and to tlie sound of mueic, 
at night. The temples and saloons 
^nd cosmoramsA atid fountains glit^ 
tered and sparkled before our eyes; 


the beauty of the lady aingera and tha 
elegant deportment of the gentlemeo, 
captivated cur hearts; a few hundred 
thousand of addidunal lamps dazxted 
our Bensee ; a bow] or two of recking 
punch bewildered our brains ; and wa 
were happy. 

In an evil hour, the proprietors of 
Vauahalbgardens took to opening 
them by day. We regretted tJiie, aa 
rudely and harshly disturbing tliat 
veil of mystery which had hung about 
the property for many years^ and 
which none but the noDiiday eun, and 
Uie late Mr. Simpson, had ever pene¬ 
trated. We aliruitk from going ; at 
thia moment we scarcely know why. 
Perhaps a morbid conadousness of 
approaching disappointment—perhaps 
a fatal presenti incut — perhaps the 
weather ; whatever it woa, we did 
mt go until ti>e secoud or third au- 
nouuceDicnt of a race between two 
balloons tempted us, and w« went. 

We paid our shilling at the gate, 
and then we saw for the fir^i time, 
that the entrance, if there hail ever 
been any magic about it at ail, was 
now decidedly disendumted, being, m 
fact, nothing more nor dees than a 
combination of very roughly-painted 
boards and sawdust. AVe glanced at 
the orchestra and supper-room as we 
hurried past—we just recognised them, 
and Uiat was all. We bent our steps 
to tlie firework-gruund ; there, at 
leaat, we bliould not be dieuppointed. 
We reach isd it, and stood rnoted to 
the Spot with mof'tiflcation and aato* 
nishiDent. Th^ thn MooriEh tpwer— 
that wooden shed with a door in the' 
centre, and daubs of crimson and 
yellow all round, like a gigantie watch^ 
case I That the place where night 
after jiight we had beheld the un- 
daunt^ Mr. Blackmore make hla 
terrific ascent, eurroimded by flames 
of fire, and peals of artillery, and where 
the white garmenta of Madame Some* 
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body (we foi^t eyfiQ Ker name dow)^ 
who nobly devoted her life to tLie 
majiufftoture of fireworks, had ao often 
been ee«n fluttering in th« wind, u 
Blie tolled up a red, blue, or party-^ 
coloured light to illumine her temple ! 

Thtii the-but at this moment the 

bed rung ; the people ecampered 
away, peil-mellj. to ihe spot from 
whence the aound proceeded; and 
we, from the mere force of habit, 
found ourself running among the first, 
as if for very life^ 

It was for the concert in the orches¬ 
tra. A fimall party of diamal men in 
cocked hats were “executingthe 
overture to Tajicredt, and a numeroua 
aBsemblage of ladies and gentlemen, 
with their families^ hud rushed from 
their lutlf-empticd atont mngs in the 
supper boxi'^, and crowded to the 
spot. Intense was the low murmur 
of admiration when a particularly 
small gentleman, in a dreae coat, led 
on a particularly tali lady in a blue 
sarcenet poLiase and bonnet of the 
same, ornainented with large white 
feathers, and forthwitli commeuoed a 
plaintive duet. 

We knew the smali gentleman well ; 
we had seen a lithographed semblance 
of him^ on many a piece of music, 
witli his mouth wide open no If in the 
act of singing i a wine-glass in his 
liand ; and a table with two decanters 
and four pine-'appica on it in the back^ i 
ground. Tile tall lady, loo, we liad ^ 
gared on, lo^it In raptures of admira^ 
tion, mtuiy and many a time—how 
different people do took by daylight, 
and without punch, to be aure I It 
was a beautiful duet i first the small 
gentleman salted a quefition, and then 
the tall huly answered it; then the 
small gentieman and the tall lady sang 
together most meloditui&ly \ then the 
small gentleman went through a little 
piece of veliemence by himself, and 
got Very tenor indeed, in the excite^ 
ment of his feelings, to which the tall 
lady responded in a similar mamer j 
then (he small gentleman had a shake ' 
or two, after which the tall lady had 
the same, and then they both merged 
Imperce^itibly into the original air: 


and the band wound tbemeelvcfl up to 
a pitch of fury, and tho small gentle- 
man handed the tali lady out, and the 
applause was npturous. 

The comic singer, however, was the 
especial favourite; we really thought 
that a gentleman, with hie dinner in 
a pockcVbaudkerchief, who stood near 
Us, would have fainted with excess of 
joy. A maryellously facetious gentle¬ 
man that comic singer is | liis dis¬ 
tinguishing characteristics are, a wig 
approaching to the flaxen^ and an aged 
countenance, and he bears the name 
of one of the English counties, if we 
recollect right. He sang a very good 
song about the soven ages, the Hist 
halt hour of wliich afford*^ the assem' 
bly the purest delight; of the rest we 
can make no report, as we did not 
stay to hear any more. 

We walked about, and mot with a 
difla]>i} 0 'inuiic]rit at every turn ; our 
favourite views were mere patches of 
paint; tlie fountain that had sparkled 
so showily by lamp-light, presejitcd 
very much tlie appearance of a water- 
pipe that had burst; all tlie orna¬ 
ments were dingy, and aU tlie walks 
gloomy. There was a spectral attempt 
at rope-dancing in iJie little open 
theatre, Tlie sun shone upon the 
spangled dresses of the performers, 
and llieir evotutions were about as 
inspiriting aud apprepnate as a 
country-dance in a iamily'^vauiL £a 
we retraced our steps to iJie firework- 
ground, and mingled with tlie iicde 
crowd of people who were contem- 
plathig Mr. Green. 

Some h&lf-dozen men were restrain¬ 
ing the impetuosity of one of the 
balloons, which woe completely filled, 
and had the car already attached ; 
aod as rumours had gone abroad that 
a Lord was going up,the crowd 
were more than usually anxicus and 
talkative, 'Phere was one little man 
in faded black, with a dirty fseo and 
a rusty black neckerchief with a red 
border, tied in a narrow wisp round 
He ncekp who entered into cun versa- 
tion with every body, and had some¬ 
thing to say upon every remark that 
was made within his bearing, Ha 
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was Ktuwling with hia anna folded^ 
Et&rmg up at the balloon, and «rery 
DOW and then vented hie feelingo of 
reverence for tlie aeronaut^ by saying, 
aa bojooktid round to catch aome- 
body^a eye, H e 'a a runj *un is Green ; 
think o' this here being upwards of hia 
two liuiidredlh aaceut* ecod the tnan 
as is ekal to Green never had ti:te 
toothaclie yet, nor won't bam within 
tliia hundred year, and that ^9 all 
about Ll When you meeta with real 
taJent, and native, too, encourage it, 
tliat ^8 what I Buy ; ’* and when he 
had delivered himself to this effect, 
he would fold his arms with more 
determinatiou than ever, and atnre at 
the baJloon with & sort of admiring 
defiance of any otlier man alive, 
beyond himself and Green, that im¬ 
pressed the crowd with the opinion 
that he wa^ au oracle. 

Ah, you're very right, sir,*’ said 
another geDtlcmaii, with his wife, and 
children, and mother, and wife's 
eiater, and a host of female friends, 
in all tlte gentility of white pocket^ 
handkerchiefs, frUls, and ej^ucers, 
“Mr. Green is a steady hand, sir, 
and there's no fear about him." 

" Fear I" said the little ^ man ; 
" isn't it a lovely thing to see him and 
hia wife a going up in one balloon, 
and his own son and wife a jostling 
up against them in another, and all 
of them going twenty or thirty mile 
in three hour» or so, and then coming 
back in pochayses 1 1 don't know 

where thie here scieuco is to stop, 
mind you; tliac 'a wbat bothers mcn" 

Hers there was a considerable 
talking among the fenuUcs in the 
spencers. 

" Wfaat*a the ladies a laughing at, 
■rr 1" inquired the Litdo man, condo- 
Hcendingly, 

“ It 'a only my sister Mary," said 
one of the girls, **• as says she hopes 
hie lordaliip^von't be frightened when 
he *s in tlic car, and want to com« 
out BkgaJtL" 

“ Make yourself easy about that 
there, mjtfdear," replied the Uttle 
man, ^£r he was so modi as to 
movo a men without leave, Qroen 


would jist fetch him m crack over the 
head with the teieecope, as would 
send him into the bottom of the basket 
in DO time, aud stun him till they 
come down mgaiii** 

** Would he, though 1" inquired 
the other man. 

Yes, would he,” replied the Uttla 
one, “ and think nothing of it, neitlier, 
if he was the king himself^ Greeu's 
preaejicc of mind ie wonderful.” 

Just at tlilB moment all eyes were 
direoted to the prepEtratioua which 
were being made for ataiiiug. The 
car was attached to the second bal¬ 
loon, the two were brought pretty 
close together, and a luiLitaj'y haiiil 
commenced playing, with a zeaJ and 
fervour which would render the meet 
timid majj in existence but too happy 
to accept any mcaus of quitting thnt 
particular spot of earth on wJiicli they 
were stationed. Then Mr. Green, 
sen., and his noble compamou entered 
one ear, and Mr, Green, juii., and hu 
companion tbo other ; and then the 
boJicioRa went up, and tlie ali'riaL 
travdlcra stood up, and tlie crowd 
outside roared with delight, and the 
two gentlemen who had never aacciided 
before, tried to wave their flags, as 
if tliey were not nervous, hut held on 
very fa&t all the while ; and the bal¬ 
loons were wafted gently sway, our 
little friend solemnly protesting, long 
after they were j^uced to mere 
specks in the air, that he could still 
distiuguish the white hat of Mr^ Green. 
The gatdeuB disgorged their multi¬ 
tudes, boys ran up and down scrieam- 
ing ** baldoon; ” and in all the 
crowded thoroughfares people rushed 
out of their shops into the middle of 
the road, and having stared up in the 
air at two little black objects till they 
almcMt dislocated their necks, walked 
slowly in again, perfectly satisfied. 

The next day there was a grand 
account of the ascent in the morning 
papers, and the public were informed 
how. it was the ^nest day but four in 
Mr. Green's retnembrar.^^o ; how they 
retained sight of the canti till they 
lost it b^tkind the CiOuds; and bow 
tbe reflection uir the balloon oa the 
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undatating mABsed of Tapour was 
gorgoouBly picturetique ; tog^i^eF wuli 
A littto science abuut tho refra/Ction 
of tJio BuD^B ntyi, wtd eomo rnyfiteHoiia 

hiotfi respaotiiig atmospherio lieat auU 
oddyiDg currenta of air. 

There waa also an interesting ac- 
GOuot how A man in a boat i^aa dis¬ 
tinctly heard by Mr. Green^ to 
exclaittir ** My eye I wluGh Mr. 
Groen, jnn., attributed to his ’/gico 
rbiog to the bailuun, aud the euuud 


being thrown back from its enrface 
into the car; and tbe v^hoW concluded 
with a alight ailusion to aiiuiher aacout 
next Wednesday, all of which was 
very inatructivt and very am^ng, as 
our readers will see if they look to 
the papers. If we have forgotten to 
mendoa die dace* they have only to 
wait til] next aumnier, and take this 
account of the dust ascent, and it will 
answer the purpoee equally well. 


CHAPTER XV, 

EARLY CDACKES. 


We have often wondered how many 
months* incessant travelling in a post- 
cliaitte, it would take to kili a man ; 
and wondering by analogy, we should 
very much like to know how many 
months of constant tiAveiling in a 
succei^ion of early coaches, an unfor¬ 
tunate mortal could endure. Breaking 
a man alive upon the wheel, would be 
nothing to breaking hb rest, his pcaee, 
hia heart—everything but Uis fast— 
upon four; and the punisliment of 
Ixion {the only practical person, by 
the by, who haa discovei'ed the secret 
of the perpetual motion) would sink 
into utter insigniiicibnce before the 
OTO wo have suggested. If we had 
been a powerful churchman in those 
good times when blood was filled 
as freely as water and men. were 
mowed down like grass, in the sacred 
cause of religiou, wc would have lain 
by very quietly till we got hold of 
soroo esperially obstinate miscreant, 
who positively refused to be convertt^d 
to our faith, and tlien we would have 
booked him for an inside place in a 
small coach, which travelled day and 
night t And securing the remainder of 
the places for stout men with a slight 
tendency to coughing and spitting, we 
would have stai'ted him forth on hie 
laat travels: leaving him mercilessly 
to all tbe terturm which the waiter^ 


landlords, coachmen, guardp, boots, 
chambennaidsi and other famjlian on 
his line of road, might think proper to 
iuhiet. 

Who baa not experienced the mise¬ 
ries inevitably conaequent upon a 
fiummonfi to undertake a hasty jour¬ 
ney ! You receive au intimation from 
your place of busineas—wherever that 
may be,, or whatever you may be— 
that it will bo noceasiAry to leave town 
without delay. You and your family 
are forthwith thrown into a state of 
tremendous excitement; an exprees is 
immediately dispatched to the washer* 
wonian*a ; every body is in a bustle; 
and you, yourself, with a feeling of 
dignity which you <^noi altogether 
cuncfal, sally forth to tlio booking- 
u&ice to secure your place. Here a 
painful consciousness of your own Un¬ 
importance first rushciii on your mind 
—the people are as cool and collected 
aa if nobody were going out of town, 
or S3 if A journey of a hundred odd 
miles were a mere nothing. You 
enter a mouldy-looking room, oma* 
mented with large posting-bills; the 
greater p^rt of the place enclosed 
behind a huge lumbering rough couu* 
ter, And fitted up with rcccaacE that 
look like the deua of tlio smaller 
auimslB in a trarcilrng mena^rie, 
[ without, toe bars. Some halt-do^en 
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peflpl« (iro ** booting browD-pupor 
parcela, >vhlch one of the derkts 
fliDga into the aforesaid receosea with 
an air oi reckteBenew which you, re- 
taecabering the new car pet-you 
bought iu the momiug, feel couaioer' 
abJy annoyed at; porters looking like 
aa many Atlaaee, keep rvshing in 
aud outt large packaged on their 
ahoulders; and wjiile you are wuting 
to make the neoesaary inquirieA, you 
wonder what on eat th tlie booking- 
office clerka can have been before they 
were booking-office clerka; one of 
them with his pen behind bis ear, and 
his hands behind him, is standing in 
front of the fire, like a full-length 
portrait of ^^apoleon ; the other with 
Ilia hat half off his head, enters the 
paasengem' names in the books with a 
oo<dnei» whicli is inexpressiVily pro¬ 
voking; and the villaiu whiatilcs — 
actually whistles—while a mnn oaks 
him what the fare is outside, all the 
way to Holyhe-ad !—in frosty weather 
too 1 They am clearly an isolated 
race, evidently possea^iing no sympOr 
thies or feelings in common with the 
rest of mankind. Your tom comes at 
last, and having paid the fare, you 
tremblingly inijuire —“ Wliat time 
will it be necessary for me to be here 
in the morning 1 “ Six o*clock,’ 

replies the wliistler, carelessly pitching 
tile sovereign you have just parted 
w'itbj into a wooden Iwwl on the desk* 
Ilather before than artcr,'* adds the 
man wiili the semi-roosi^ unmen- 
tionables, with just as much ease and 
complacency as if the whole world 
got out of bod at five. You turn into 
the street, ruminadng os you bend 
your steps homewards ou the extent 
to which men become hardened in 
cruelty, by custom. 

If thero hu one thing in existence 
more misirrable thou auothcr, it most 
unquestionably is the being compelled 
to ri^ by cs^idle-light. If you ever 
doubted the fact, you are pamfully 
convinced of your error, on the 
mornUig of your departure. You left 
Sti'ict nrder^ overnight, to be cqlled 
at half^past four, and you have done 
uotbing all night but d0£o for five 


] minutes at a timo, and start up snd-^ 
] deiily from a terrific dream of a large 
churclt-clock with the small bond 
\ running round, with ostouiBhing 
I rapidity, to every figure on the dial- 
j plate. At last, completely exhausted, 
; yoq fall gradually into a refreshing 
' iileep—your thoughts ^ow confbeed 
I —the stage-cQAchea, which have been 
‘Agoing off*^ before your eyes nil 
j night, become less and less distinct, 
= until they go off altogether; one 
moment you ore driving with all the 
skill and smartness of an experienced 
whip—the next you are exhibiting, 
fl Iti Ducrow, on the off-leader; anon 
you ore closely muffied up, inside, and 
have just recognised in the person of 
the guard an old schoolfellow, whoee 
funeral, even in your dream, yau re¬ 
member to have attended eighteen 
years agOn At last you fall into a 
state of complete oblivion, from which 
you are aroused, as if into a new state 
of existence, by a singular Illusion. 
You are apprenticed to a trunk-maAer; 
how, or why, or when, or wherefore, 
you don't take tlie trouble to inquire ; 
but there you are, pasting the iining 
iu tlic lid of a portnionteau. Confound 
that other appi'entice in the back 
shop, how he is hammering!—r.'^p, 
rap, rap—.what an bdusirioiis fellow 
he must be! you hare heard huQ at 
work for half on hour post, and he has 
been hammering inecsoantly the wliolo 
time, Rap, rap, raji, again—he's 
tiUking now—what’s that he said I 
Five o'clock j You make a violent 
exertioD, and stai't up in bed. The 
vision is at once dispelled ; the trtitik-^ 
maker's shop is your own bed-room, 
and the other apprentice your shiver¬ 
ing servuit, wlio has been vainly en¬ 
deavouring to wake you for the lost 
quarter of an hour, at the immineat 
nek of breaking either bisown knuckles, 
or the panels of tlie dnor. 

You proceed to dress yourself, with 
nil poesible despatch. The fioritag fiat 
candle with the long snuff, givea light 
enough to ehow that the things you 
want, arc not where tlicy ought to be, 
and you undergo a trifling delay in 
GouBcquence ^ having carefully 
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pAcIfod Bp on* of your boots ia jgur 
over Anxiety of the pregetling niglit. 
You Boon complete yotu* toilet, how- 
ever, for you itro not particular on 
such an vcCASiORj and you sliaved 
yesterday evening; so mounting your 
[^etersiiam great'Ctmt^ and green 
travebing-sbawlj and grasping your 
cAt‘j>et-bfl^ in your rigiH iiand, you 
walk lightly down Etairs, lest you 
vliDiild awftbeii any of the family^ and 
alter pausing in the common sitting- 
room for one moment, just to have a 
eup of coffee (the said common sittings 
room looking remarkably comforiabJe* 
with every thing out of its place^ and 
^trew'ed with the crumbs of last 
night^s Bupper),. you undo the chain 
and bolts of tlie atrect'door, and find 
yourself fairly in tlie street 

A tliaw^ by nJi that is miGCrablo ! 
The fi-oat is completely brolccn up, 
You look down the long perspective of 
Oxlord-strcetj the gas-lights mourn* 
fully reflected on tiie wet pavernent, 
and can discern no speck in the road! 
to encourage the belief that there is 
A cob or a coach to he liad'—the very 
coachmen bnve gone home in despair, 
'riie cold sleet is dnziiling down with 
that gentle regular!ty* w hich betokens 
A duration of ibuv*aiid‘twenly Jiours at 
least; tliedamp hangs upon the houses 
tops, and lamp-posts, atid clings to you 
like an invisihlo cloak. The wafer is 
coming in” m every area^ the pipeM 
have burst, the water-butts are running 
over ‘ the l^enncls aeem to he doing 
matches Against tirncj pump-handles 
descend of tLeir own accord, iiorses in 
market-carts fall down, and there^s no 
one to hdp them up again, policemen 
look as i! they had hfecni carefully 
sprinkled with powdered glass; here 
and there aniilk^woman trudgesslow'ly 
along, with a bit of list round each foot 
to keep her from slipping ; hoys who 
“ don’t sleep In the house,” and are 
not allowed much sleep out of it, can't 
wake their ma«jtei‘S by thundering at 
the shop-door, and cry with the coif*— 
the compound of ice, enow, and water 
on the pavement, is a couple of inches 
tlnck—nobody ventures to walk fast to 
keep himself warm,, and nobody could 
No. 17ft, 0 


Hiiceecd lu keeping lumaelf wnim if he 
did. 

It strikee a quarter past five as you 
trudge down Waterloo- place on y^nir 
way to tiie Golden-crosaj, and 3 on dis¬ 
cover, for the first time, tliat yon were 
called about an hour too early. You 
have not time Co go back ; there is ito 
place open to go into, and you have, 
tlierefore, no resource but to go for¬ 
ward, which you do, feeling remark¬ 
ably satiiified with yourself, and every¬ 
thing about you. You Arrive at the 

office, and look wistfully up the j'ard 
for the niriiiiiighani High-flier, whleli, 
for aught you can see, may have flown 
away a! together, for no [kreparations 
Hjipear to be on fof>t for tlie departure 
of auy vehicle in the shape of a coach. 
You wander into tlie booking-office, 
which with the gas-lights and blazing 
fire, looks quite coin fur table by con¬ 
trast^—tlmt is to say, if tiny place oetti 
look comhirtubLc at half-past five on a. 
winterns morning. Tlicre atnuds the 
identical book-keeper in the»iirLe posi¬ 
tion as if be bid not moved since you 
saw him yesterday'. As he informs 
you, til At the coach Ia up the yArd,aiid 
will be biviuglit round in about a 
quarter of an hour, you leave your 
bog, and repair to ^^The Tap”—not 
with any absurd itlea of wanning your¬ 
self, bccaiiae ytm feel such a result to 
bo utterly hopeless, but for the pur¬ 
pose of procuring some hot brainly- 
anJ-water, which you do,—when the 
kettle boils ! an event which occurs 
exactly two minutes and a half befoi^ 
the time fixed for the starEing of tlm 
coach. 

The first stroke of six, peal a from 
St. Mai'tin’fi church steeple, just as 
yon take the fii'st sip of the boiling 
liquid. You find yourself at tin? 
bookiDg-oflice hi two seconds, and tJie 
tap-waiter finds himself much com¬ 
forted by your brandy-and-watcr, iu 
about the same period. The coach is 
out; the hotaes are in, and the guard 
and two or thre« porters, ore stowing 
die luggage away, and running up tlio 
Steps of the booking-office, and down 
the steps of the booking-office, with 
breath leas rapidity. The place, whicli 

C 



83 


SKETCHES BY BOZ. 


a fe« minute ago waa so BtiU and 
quiat, ia now all ; the early 

venders of the TDoming papers have 
arrived^ and you are assailed on all 
aides with shouts of " 

TimeSf* “Here^s Chron — Chrfm — 
Chron** ** /hraldf ma’am,” " Highly 
interesting murder, gen^lm^n,” Curi¬ 
ous ease o* breach o’ proiDise, ladiee^’*^ 
The inside passengers are already in 
their dens> end tlie outsides^ with the 
exception of yoursolf, are pacing up 
and down the pavement to keep them¬ 
selves w'arm ; they consist of two 
young men with very long hair, fo 
which the sleet lias conimuuicnted the 
appearance of erystAlliged rats’ tails ; 
one tliin young woman coid and 
peevish, one old gentleman ditto ditto, 
and Bometliiiig in a cloak and cap, 
intended to iTcpresenta military officer; 
every- member of the party, with a 
large stiff shawl over hia chin, looking 
exactly aa if he were playing a set of 
Pan's pipcH, 

“Take off the cloths, Bob,” says 
the coachman, who now appears for 
the hrat time, in a rough blue great¬ 


coat, of which the button h behind are 
so far apart, that you can’t see them 
both at the same time. “ Now,gen3- 
m*n,” cries the guard, with the way¬ 
bill in bis hand. “Five minutes 
behind time already ! ” Up jump the 
pAa^engers—the two young men smok- 
iog like lime-kiluB, and the old gentle^ 
man grumbling audibly. The thin 
young woman is got upon the roof, by 
dint of a great deal of pulling, and 
pushings and helping and trouble, and 
ilje repays it by expl^asLiig her solemiv 
conviction that she will never bo able 
to get down again. 

“ All right,*’ sings out the guard at 
last, jumping up as the coach starts, 
and blowing his horn directly after¬ 
wards, in proof of the soundness of hia 
wind, “ Let ’em go, Harry, give ^cm 
their heads,** cries the coachman— 
and off wo start as briskly m if the 
morning were ^ all right,** as well as 
the coach t and looking forward as 
anxiously to the termination of our 
journey, as we fear our readeni will 
have done, long since, to the con elusion 
of our psjjcr* 
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It is vory genaf ^ly allowed that public 
conveyances afford an extcnaive field 
for ainuAement and ob^vation- Of 
all the public convoyanow that have 
been coustmeted mi&i the days of the 
Ark—we think tlmt is tJie earliest on 
TCcord—to tile present tune, commend 
tia to an omnibus. A long stage is not 
to be despised) but there you have only 
six inside^,, and tlie chances are, titat 
the aame people go all the way with 
you^—tliei*e ia no change, no variety* 
Jlesidee, after the first twelve Jimira or 
BO, people get cross and sleepy^ and 
^^'hon you have seen a man in iiis 
nightcap, you lose all 1‘espect for him; 
at least, that is tile case witli us. Then 
on amooLh roads people frefjuently get 
prosyj and tell long stories, and even 
those who don’t talk, may Imve very 
unplcasaiit predilections* We once 
travelled four hundred miles, infiide a 
stage-eoachj with a stout nuui, who 
had a glass of rum-and'watt^r, warm, 
liaudcd in at tlie window at every place 
where we changed horses. This waa 
decidedly unpleasant We have also 
travelled occasionally, with a small boy 
of A pale aspect, with light hair, and 
no perceptible neck, coming up to 
tow'i from school under the protection , 
of the guard, and directed to be left at 
the Cross Keys till called for* This is, 
perhaps, even worse than rum-and- 
%vatcr in a close atmosphere. TIjou , 
there is the wlioic (ruin of evils con- 
eequent on a change of tiie eoat^hman; 
and the miacry of the discovery— 
which the guard is sure to make the 
moment you begin to doze—that he 
wants a brown^paper parcel, which he 
distinctly remembers to have depo¬ 
sited under the seat on which you bi'S 
reposing, A groat deal of bustle ■ Jid 
groping takes place, and when you are 
thoroughly awakened, and severely 
cramped, by holding your legs up by 
on almost supematur^ exertion, while 


he Is looking behind them, it suddenly 
occurB to him that he put it in the 
fore-boot. Bang goea the door i the 
parcel is immediately found ; off 
starts the coach again; and the giiard 
plays the key-buglu as loud aa he 
can play it, as If in mockery of your 
wrotchednesfl. 

Now, you meet with none of these 
afflictions in an omnibus ; sameuess 
there can never be* The passengers 
cliauge aa often, lu the coun^ uf one 
journey as the figures in a kaleido¬ 
scope, and though not so glittering, 
arc far more amuBiiig, Wc boHevo 

thei-e is no instance on record, of a 
man's having gone to sleep in one of 
these vehicles* As to long stories, 
would any man venture to teil a long 
story in an omnibus^ and eveu if he 
did, whefe would be the harm X nobody^ 
ootild posvhly hear what he was talk- 
lag about* Again; children, thou^^i 
occasionally, are not often to be fouud 
in an omnibus ; and even ivhen they 
are, if the vehicle be full, os is gene¬ 
rally the case, somebody sits upon 
them, and we arc unconscious of tbeir 
presence. Yes, after mature refioc- 
tioa, and considerable expcHcnoe, wo 
ore decidedly of o|iiuip]i, tliat of all 
known vehicles, from tlie glafiS-coach 
in which we were taken to be chris¬ 
tened, to that sombre carav^i in 
which we must one day moke our last 
cartlily journey, there U nothing like 
ajL omnibus. 

W c will back the machine in which 
wa make our daily peregniiation from 
tlie top of Oxford-street to die city, 
against any “buss^^ on the road, 
whether it be for the gaudbess of its 
exterior, the perfect simplicity of Its 
interior, or the native coolness of its 
cad. This young gentleman is a ela- 
guJar Instance of scH-devotian; bis 
somewhat intemperate zenl on behalf 
of his employersj Is cousUntly getting 

0 ^ 
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Lim into trauble^ and ocqafiinntilly 
into tile hoo^ of correctinn. He Ir 
no sooni^r cinBncip4Wd, however^ than 
lie reeumea ihcduiieB of hi a profession 
with unabated ardour. His principal 
distinctioii is liis autivity. tlis 
boast IS, ^that ho can chuck aa old 
gftn’lm’n into the bndS, flhflt him in, 
and rattle oifj afore lie knows H-hcre 
it's a-goin^ to ^—a feat which he 
fi*cqucntly porfoimg, to the infinite 
amusemeTit of every one but the old 
gentleman concerned, who, somehow 
Or other^ never can see die joke of the 
tliiiiF;, 

We are not aware that it has ever 
been precisely ascertained, how many 
passengers our omnlhus will contain. 
The Iniprcaslon on tlie c.id'e mind, 
evidetiUy is, tliat it is amply sufficli^nt 
for the Bcconnn odation of any numher 
of persona tliat can be enticed iuto it. 
'•* Auy rooni I ** epita a very hot pedes¬ 
trian, ** plenty room, sir,” replies 
the conductor, gradually opening the 
dt><>r, and not dinelosiog the real state 
of tlic coiiCj until the wretched man is 
on the steps. "Where?" inquires 
the entrapped individual, with an 
attempt to back put a|^aiii " Eilhei^ 
side, sir," rejoins the ead, Ehoving 
him in, and slamming tJie d^ior. "All 
right. Dill.'’ lieU'oat is impossible 
the ncwvconier rolls about, ti]] he falls 
dowm bimewhere, and there he stops. 

As we gi.'t into tho city a little hoforu 
ten, four or five of our pjirty are 
regular passengei9. We always late 
them up at the same places, aad they 
goucraliy occupy the Eame sentfi ; they 
arc always dressed in the same man¬ 
ner, add iuvariably discuss tlie same 
topics—the incTcainng rapidity of cabs, 
and the disregard of moiiU obligations 
evinced hy omnihue men. There is a 
little testy old man, wIlIi a powdered 
head, who always aits on the rights 
hand side of the door as you enter, 
with his hands folded on the top of 
his muLreilA. He is entreniely JmpB^ 
tieiit, and siis there far the purpose of 
keeping a sharp eye on the cad, with 
whom ho generally holds a running 
dialogue. He is very ofiiciouo in 
helping people in and out, and always 


volunfccrs to give the cad a pokewidi 
his umbrella, wliPTi any ono wants to 
alight He uRiially reconimciicU ladies 
to have sixpence ready, to prevent 
delay i and if any btnly puts a window 
down, that he Can reach, he immedU 
ately puts it up a^raiu^ 

“ Now, what RFC ynu stopping for?” 
eays the little old man every morning, 
the moment there is tlie slighteat indi¬ 
cation of “ pnlliiig np " at the enraer 
of lleirent-tti'cet, when snnia mch 
dialogue as the followEng takes place 
between hini and the rad r 

“ What are you stopping for ? ” 
Her* the cad wbisdes, and aifects 
not to bear the qurstion. 

" 1 say [a poke], what are you 
stopping for ?'* 

" For passengers, sir, Ba—nk.— 

Ty» 

“ f know you 're stopping for pas- 
sengci's ’f but ytsu^ve no biisincea to do 
so. Why are jim stop|>mg I 

“ Vy, sir, a diffienU question. 

I think it is hoi2aust> wo perfer stopping 
here to going nn ” 

“Now mind," exclaims the little 
old mati, with great vciicmt^ijee, 1 *\] 
pull you up to^Truirrow ; I ^ve often 
thrcntencd to do it j now T will.” 

Thaukce, air/' repllos the cad, 
to-achiiig hj$ hat with a mock expres¬ 
sion of gratitude j“ werry mnah 
obliged to you indeed, air/' Here the 
young men in the omnibiia laugh very 
heartily, mnl the old gentleman gets 
very red in the face, and seems highly 
exasperated. 

TJie stout gentleman m the white 
neckcloth, At the other end of the 
vehicle, looks very (•ophelic, and says 
that snineLliliig must shortly be done 
with these fellow^j, or there'fl no say¬ 
ing where all thia will ciid ] and the 
shabby-genteel man with the green 
bag, oxprestsea his entire concurrence 
in theopinion, Bs ho has done regularly 
every morning for the last si* mautha. 

A Second ommibny now cckinea up, 
and slops immediately behind iis. 
Another old gciith.:jnan elevates hia 
cane in the air, and run4 with all hie 
might toH'ards our omnibus; wa watch 
his progress wnth great interest; the 
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d<M)r is oiH?n€<l to rt‘ccive liiin, Jic ciud- 
deiil^'disuciEtears—U« bus 
a,vay bv tbt opjiositif»n* IlcreUisoil 
CUii drivl'i'ut tlie ujijjosition taunts our 
pcupk With liw liLtvin;' regularly 
done ’em out of tliat old swell/’ and 
Uie voke of ibe “ cdd swell " is lirai'd, 
vainly protcf^tiug against this unlawful 
(lotuiitioii. Hk i-attifi off, the other 
omnibus I'Attlcs Jift*!r ns, and every 
time vv'e sto]) to up a pashcnger, 
they stop to take him j sometliiies 
we gCE liiin ^ seuttitrjucs tliey get luiii; 
but whoever don't j;ct iiitil, suy they 
ought to have hail liiiu, aud the eads 
of the respective vcluclcs abuse etio 
another aeer>rdiiigl3\ 

As wc arrive in the vicinity of 
LincuLnVintii'lieids, Bc^d for throw, and 
other legal haunt'i^ ne drop a givat 
niELiiy of oiir original fiasseiigei'Sj tiiid 
take np frvAli oues,j w ho meet witli a 
very sidky ^■<‘cept^otl. It is rather 
remarkable, that the jieople alrfjady 
in an umnihns, ah^a^s }(Mk at new- 
i:omer3, m Jf thev eutertidued some 
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: undeliued Idea that they have no busi¬ 
ness to come in at all. We are quite 
persuaded tlie htUe old man has SDine 
notion of this kind and that ho cou- 
aiders their entry as a sort of negative 
impertinonco. 

HJoiiversntioii is now entirely drop¬ 
ped ; eadi person gazes vacainly 
through tlio w-indow in ji^int of him, 
and everybody tliinke that his opposite 
neighhuur is staring at hi in. if one 
man gets out at £lioe-bne, and another 
at tliG eurner of Faningd on‘Street, tlie 
little old gentleman gi'umbies, and 
suggests to tlie bttcr, that if lie had 
got out at Slioe-iane tou, he would 
have ^ved them tlie delay of anotUei 
»toiq>age ; whereupon the young incii 
laugh ngjiin, and the old gentleman 
leipks very solemn,^ and says notiiing 
more till he gets to the B:mk, wlien 
he trots olf as fust ns he cuiij leaving 
us to do the flame, and to ivish, OS we 
walk away, tliat wo could iinpart fo 
nthciii any purl inn of the anrisemedt 
w'e liave gained for ourselves. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

THE LA.^T CATt-DUlTERi KTiB THE FIRST OMIffBUS CAD. 

Of b]1 the cabriolrt’tlrivers whom \i'e liidiim chiefa^ knights, Swiss p^as&utSj 
ever hatl the tionnur aud gratificatiflD ami all. 

ofknowiii|'byf«ight—andour acijuamt- Some people object to the ejsertjon 

ance tn this way haa been most ex ten- of getting into eabs, and others object 
eive—there is one who made an im- to the difficulty of geUmg ont of them j 
press! on on our mind which can never we think b(>th these are objection a 
be effacedt and who awakened in oor which take their rise in perverse ruid 
bosom a feeling of admiration and ill-conditioned minds. The getting into 
respect, whicli we entertain a fatal fl cab is a very pretty and graceful 
presentiment will never be calleil ferth procesfl, w'hlelij wlien W'tll performed, 
again by any human being- He was a is essentially melodratnatie. First, 
man of most siin[de and [(repossessing there is the expressive pantomime of 
appearance. He was a brown-'^his- every one of the eighteen cabmen on 
kcred, white-hatted, tio-coatod cub- the stand, the moment yon mbic your 
man j hia nose was generally red, and eyej fror., tlie ground. Tlien there is 
hia bright blue eye not unfmiueiitly your own pfuitomintein rcplj'—tiulfe a 
?tood out in hold relief against n block Kttic ballet. Four cabs immediately 
border of artificial workmanship ; his leave the stand, for your es|>eidal ac- 
bootB WQTG of the Wellington form, conimoiiation : m*\ the evolutions of 
pulled up to nioet his corduroy knee- tha Euiliuais who draw thrm, are beau- 
smalls, or at least to approach as near tiful in the fcxti'Cmc, as they gnite the 
them as their ilimcnaions would admit wheels of tlie cabs against the ciii'b- 
of i nod Ilia neck w'os usually garnished stmea^mid si^nrC jda}'fully in the kennel, 
wiili a bright yellow handkerchief. In You aliigle out a [tiirticular enh, and 
suminer he carried In his mouth ft dart bwiftly towards ib One bounri, 
flower; in winter, a straw—^elight, hut and yon are on the first step ; turn 
to a contcinplative mind, eei'tain iiidi- your body lightly i^tjund to the right, 
cations of a love of nature, and a taste j and you art? on the second ; hendgi'ace- 
for botany. fully beneath the reins, working round 

His cabriolet was gorgeously painted to the left at tJic sniiic time, and you 
bright red; and wherever we went, are in the cab. There is no difficulty 
City or West End, Padilington or Hnl- in findings scat: the apron knocks you 
loway, North, East, West, nr South, comfortably into it at once, and off 
there w'aa the red cab, bumping up you go. 

against the posts at the street coiTicr^i, Tho getting out of a dkb, la, perhaps, 
and turning in and out, among liack- ratiler more complicated In its theory, 
uey-coaches, and drays, and coi'ts, and and a shade more difficult in its execu- 
waggons, and omnibuses, and contriv- tion. We have studie^l the subject a 
ing by Bome strange means or other, to great deal, and tvc think tlie beat way 
get out of places winch no other vehicle is, to throw yooTEolf out, and trust to 
but the red cab could ever by any pos- chance for alighting on your feet. If 
sibility have contrived to get into at you make the driver alight first, aud 
all. Our fondncfis for that red cab was then throw yourself upon him, you will 
unbounded. How we f^houlil h ave liked fi nd that he break s your fa! 1 materi ally, 
to see it in the circle at Astley'^s ! Our In the event of yonr contemplating an 
life upon it, tliat it should have per- offer of eightpeiicc, on no account mako 
formed adch evolutions as would have the tender, or show the money, until 
put the whole company to shame^— you ore safely on the pavement. It is 
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very bad polic;y aHempllng to the mu^lc# of juntLce itaelf, was perfeetly 
fourpenco* You sj^e vc^ry much in the astonishing. You walked into the jus- 
power of a cabman, and he eonsiders tioe^rDom of the Mansiondiouse t the 
it a kind of fee not to do you any wilful wholo court resounded witli tnerrimeut 
damage. Any instruction, however, in The Lord Mayor threw liimself bock 
the ait of getting out of a cab, Is wholly in his chair, in a state of frantic delight 
uimcccsaary if you are going any dis- at his own joke ; every vein in Sir* 
t;uice, because the probability 3Sj that Hob1er*a countenaDce was swollen with 
you will be Bhot lightly out before you laughter, partly at the Lord Mayor's 
have completed the tliind mile. facet!ousneas, but mors at liis own; the 

We are not aware of any instance constables and police-ofticers weiN; (aa 
on reco^l in which a cab-Iiorse has in duty bouod) in ecstasies at Mr. 
performed three consecutive miles HobJerand the Lord Alajw roJiibined; 
without going doMTi once^ What of^ and the very paupers,glancing respect- 
that i It is all excitement* And in fully uttlic beadJc*s countenance, U‘ied 
thoi^ days of dera^igeineiit of the ner- to smile, aa even he relaxed* A tall, 
Vr>u3 system and univerfiai laasitudr, weazcii-faced imui, with an impedimeut 
people are content pay liondsomely in l)is speech, would be endenveuring 
for excitement; where can it be pro- to state a cose of imposhion against 
cured at a chejtper rate I the red cab^s driverj and the reJeaL’s 

But to return to the red cab; it was driver, and the Lord Mayor, and Mr, 
OTnntpi'O’^nt, You had but to walk | Hobler, would be having a little fun 
dow'ii flolbom, or FJect-fitreet, or any ' among themselvtfl, to the mordinatc 
of tlie principal tborougbfares hi which ^ delight of everybtiJy but tJie cuniplain- 
tlicro i« a great deal of traffic, and i ant In the end, justico would bo so 
judge for jourHclf* You bad hardlj'j tickled with the red-cab-driver^MiRtive 
turned into the fltrect^ wdiea you saw | humour, that the fine wtmld he miti- 
a trunk or two, lying on the ground : ' gated, and he would go away full 
an upi'ootod a hat-box, a port- j gallop, in the red cab, to impose on 

nmntcaii, and a coi'^iiet-biig^ strewed somebody else wllheut loss of time, 
about in & very picturesijue manner : The driver of the ivd cab, confident 

a horse in a cub sumding by, looking m the strength of his own moral piin- 
ahout him with gix'at unconcern; aiii:l ciplos, like many other philoRophera, 
a crowd, shouting and screaming with wont to set the feelings and opi- 
delight, cooling their Hashed fncea nions of society at complete defiance, 
against the glass window's of a die- Gonei'ally apuakitig, iKTliaps^ he w'cmld 
mist’s shop .—** What "a the matter as souu caiTy a fare safely to liis dea- 
herCj can you tdlmol’*—“O’liyacab, tanatlon, as he would upset him— 
air.”—Anybody hurt, do you know r* sooner, perhaiie, because m that caac 
—O’ny the fare, air, 1 see him a he not only got the money,but had the 
turnin’the corner, aiid I ses to another additional amusement of nttiDlng a 
gen'lm'n, * that’s a reg'lar little oes longer heat against some siiuirt rival, 
tliatj sud he's a cornin' along ray then But society made war upon him in the 
sweet, an’t he I*—* He just is,' see tile shape of penalties, and he must mcLke 
other gea'lm'n, ven bump they cuma war upon society in bis own \vay. 
agin the post, and out (lies the fare like This w'os the reason Log of the red-cab* 
bricks.” Need we say it was the red driver. So, he bestowed a Hearcbing 
cab; or tliat the gentlemau witli the look upon the fore, as he put his hand 
straw in his mouth, who emerged so in his ivaistcoat jiocket, when lie had 
coolly from the chemist'a shop and gone half tlie mile, to get the money 
phikisophically climbing into the little ready; and if he brought fortli eight- 
dickey, started off at full gallop, waa pence, out he wenl 
the red cab's liceused driver 1 The last time we saw our friend was 

The ubiquity of this red cab, and the one wet evening iu Totteuiism-coutt- 
influence it exercised over the rieible road, when ho was engng(^d in a very 
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warm anil somc^wliat pcraonal alterca¬ 
tion whLi & loquacious lIttJc goiulemaii 
in a green coat. Poor fellow ' tJiere 
were great excuses to be made for him: 
he liad not received abuye eiglitcen* 
pence more than Ins fare, and coiiae* 
quently iabonred under a great deal oi 
very natural indignation. The dispute 
had attained a pretty considerable 
height, w]n?n at lost the loquaiious 
little gcuth-n]aii^ nmkiug a meiitai coJ- 
eulation of the disEance, and tijiding 
tiint lie had already paUl more than he 
ought, avowed hiu unwltcrablu deter- 
mmation to “ puH up^* the oabmaii in 
the momiTig, 

Niovj juftt mark this, yomig man,*' 
said the little gcnticinaii, I ^11 pull 
you lip to-moiTow nmniing." 

“No! will you though f'' eaid (mr 
friend, with a sneer* 

“1 wiSI,'^ replied the little gcntic- 
maUj ^^marl: my words, tliat ’w all. If 
I live till to-niorrow' morning, you ahall 
repent this,” 

There was a steadiness of purpose, 
and indigimtioii of si>eech, about tlie 
little gentleman, as lie took au angry 
pinch of enuff, after this last declara¬ 
tion, which made a visible imprcsbioii 
on the mind of the red-cab-driver, He 
appi^ared to heeilute for an instant. It 
was onlv for an iustaut: iiis resolve 

w f 

W'As Soon taken, 

“You’ll ]mll me np, will you?** 
aaid our frienti* 

“ 1 will,” rcjjnjiitd the little gentle¬ 
man, with even greater vehemence 
than befure. 

Very well,’* said our ftdeud, tuck¬ 
ing up liitj shirt-sleeves very cairnly* 
“ Thera 11 be three veeks for that* 
Wcry good ; that 11 bring me up to 
the middle o' next month. Three 
veeks more would carry me on to my 
btrtliday, and then 1 've got ten pound 
to draw* 1 may as weli get buai'd, 
lodgin', and washin', till then, out of 
the county, as ^[tay for it mysfilf j con¬ 
sequently here goes ! ” 

iSo, Wiiliout more ado, the red^cab- 
driver knocked the little gentleman 
down, ami then called the police to 
take himsalf into cuEtody^ with all tlie 
civility in the world. 


A story ia nothing without the ae- 
quel j and therefore, we may state, 
that to our certain knowUdge, the 
board, lodging, aud washing, were all 
provided in due course, W"e happen 
to know the fact, for it came to uur 
knowledge thus ; We wont over the 
House of Gorrectioii f[>r the county of 
Middlesex shortly after, to witness tJie 
operation of the silent systeni ; miJ 
looked on all tlio “ wheels ” with tlic 
greatcHt anxiety, in search of our long- 
JtJst friend* He was noi^'here to lie 
seen, how'cver, and wc bugoii to thiuk 
that the little geuticnian in the green 
coat must have relcutciil, wlieiij as we 
were traversing tlie kitchcii-gAT^len, 
ivliich lies in a sequestered [tart of the 
prison, we were startled by hearing a 
voice, which apf'Ui'eiitly [^rucccdod 
from tlie waU,pr>urhig forth its soul in 
the plaintive air of “all round my 
hat,” winch was then jiisi beginning 
to form a recognised portion of our 
national music. 

We stai'teJ.—Wlidt voice is that?** 
said we* 

The Governor shook his head. 

Sad fellow’^” lie re[tlied, “ very 
sad* He jiosilively refused to worlt 
on the wheel; so, after mnny trials, f 
was compelled to order him into soli¬ 
tary confinement* He Roys ho likes 
it very much though, aud I am afraid 
he does, fur lie lies on his hack on 
the flooTj and sings comic songs all 
day ! ” 

Shall add, that our heart had 
not deceived ua i and that the comic 
singer was no gtliei^ than our eagerly- 
sought friend, tlie rad cab-driver 1 

We have never seen him since, but 
we have sfroiig reason to suspect that 
this noble individual was a distant 
relative uf A ivatevmau of our acquaint¬ 
ance, who, mi one occasion, when we 
were passing the coach^stand over 
which lie pi^sides, after standing very 
quietly to see a tail man struggle into 
a cab, rau up very briskly when it 
waa I over (as liisbretliren invariably 
do), and, touching bis hat^ asked, as a 
matter of course, for “a copper for 
the waterman,” Now, the fare wna 
by no means a h&ndeome man; and, 
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waxing vfli'v indignant At tlic domnnd) toiisid'CmLilc diuubt and obflcnrity. A 
hn repliod—3it<nie}f 1 What for ^ want of ap[illc£LLin].i^ a restkasnesn 
CumUig up and luol^ing at me, I sup-: of ptirpo^, a tlnr^tmg alLor porter, m 
pob« \ **—** Veil, sir,” rejoined the love of all that roving and cadger- 
watoimaiif with a smilti of iiiiitiove-1 like in imtui'e^filtaved in cojiimorL with 
able com place Jicy, “ TTnaTs woi’tli two- 'many otlier great geniuses, apprar tf* 
pence.*' imve been ills lea^ling charaeteriBtiefl, 

Tills identical vi atcrraan afterwards Who busy bum of a ]>arocliial free- 
attained a very proininent station in | school, and the shady repose of a 
society ; and as we know soTnctlling of j coutity gaoli were alike inefHcaeinuB in 
hh life, and hnvo often tliought of | producing the slighlest alteration in 
telling uhat we ffo know, perhapB we | Mr, Barker's disposition. Ilia fever- 
shall never have a better opportunity isli attachment to change and variety, 
tliaii the presunt. iiotliing cotild rc'pivsd \ his uativo 

MTh William Barker, tlien, for that daring no punislinient could subdue. 
wa.>thegcntk'm:ui^siiame, Mr William | If Mr* Barker can be lairly said to 

Barker uas h<ini -but wby need ; have had any weakness in hia earlier 

wo relate here Mr. William BEirkcr ' years, it was an amiable ont—love j 
wns bom, or when t Vi'hy scrutinise love in its niO‘-t compreheiiiive form 
the eiiU'jes in parcK'hial ledgers, or j —a love of Indies, li^|iiid&, and pocket- 
t;eek peneti-Me the Lueiiiiaii mys- handkerchiefs. It was no Selfi!^h feel- 
teiies of lying-in hospiUlsj I Mr,' ing j it vvas jiot conHn^d to bis own 
William Barker utiS bui'n^ or lie had praiscssinoB^ whieh but too niiuiy mon 
never been* There is a son—ihcrt regard with cselusive complacency* 
w'as a father. There is an effect—| No; it was a nobler love—a general 
tliere w:u» a cause. Surely tliis is principle* It e\tended itself wltli 
sufficient iiifijrimitian for the most:c<]ual force to the property of oilier 
Fatims-like curiosity ; and, if it be | people, 

notj ’W'U regret our inability to supply \ There is eometliing very fiffeetlng 
any further evidence on the point, in this. It is stiU more affecting to 
Can there be a ntore satisfactory, or ^ know, that such philanthropy is but 
more strictly pavlfameutary course 1 impeHectly rcwarilcd. Bow-street, 


Impossible, 

We at once avow a similar inability 
to record at v,hiit precise periodj or by 
what particular jirocrss^ tins gcntlc- 
tuAu's pa irony in iCj of William Barker, 
1 1 'came corrupted into “ Bill Boorker.'* 
Mr, Barker ac<)uired a high statiding, 
and no incomddemhic reputation, 
among the incmbers of that pmtession 
to winch lie more peculiarly devoted 
his eiicrglcB; and to tlicm he was 
generally known, either by the familiar 
appellation of ** Bill Boorkcr," or the 
flattering designation of ** Aggerawatin 
Bill," the latter being a playful and 
expressive eobriqtt^tf illustrative of 
Mr, Barkcr*s great talent in “ai^gcra- 
watiii ” and rendering wild such sub¬ 
jects of lier ^^lajcsty as are conveyed 
from place to place, tbrougli thcuistru- 
mentality of omnibuses* Of tlie early 
life of Mr, Barker little is known, 
and even that little li mvolveu in 


Newgate, and Millbaiik, are a poor 
retui'a for general benevolence, 
evincing itself in an iiTepressible love 
for all created objects. Mr* Barker 
felt it so. After a lengthened inter¬ 
view with the highest Icjipil authorities, 
he 'Quitted hia ungrateful country^ with 
tJie conaeiil, and at the expense, of its 
Goveriitncnt i proceeded to a distant 
shore ; and there employed himself, 
like another Ciucinnaius, in clearing 
and cultivating the soil—a peaceful 
pursuit, in which a term of seven 
years glided almost imperceptibly 
away. 

Whether, at the expiration of the 
period we have just mentioned,, the 
British Government required Mr* 
Barker's presence here, or did not 
require hiR rcHidence abreAd, we have 
no distinct tncaiie of ascertaining* 
We should be inclined, however, to 
favour the latter position, inasmuch as 



90 


SKETCHES BY BOZ. 


vfe do not find tbftt he wue advanced 
to any other public post on liis return^ 
than the post at the corner of the Ha/- 
tnarktitf where he officiated A3 A!)3iaUnt- 
waterman to the Itackney-eoAcLi-stand. 
Seated, in this capacity, on a couple of 
tuba near the ciirb-atone, with a brass 
plate and number f^tispcndcd round his 
beck by a rnaf^^jive chain, and his 
anklee cunously enveloped in Jiay* 
baniU, he is supposed to have tnado 
those obsei'vatioiiB on huniaa nature 
tvlucli. CKercised bo niateriai an influ¬ 
ence over all liis proceediags in later 
life. 

51r* Darker had tiot offieiated for 
many ruontha in tliia ca]iacit;y^ when 
the appearance of the first omnihus 
caused the public mind to go in a new 
direction, and prevented a great many 
liackney-cffiiclles from going in any 
direction at alL The geniua of Mn 
Darker at oncts pcreeivLid the wliole 
citteiit of the injury that would be 
evejitually inflicted on cab and coach 
Stands, and, hy Consequence,on watei^ 
men also, by the pivjgrcsa of tJie 
tem of which tlic first omnibus was a 
])art. He saw, too, the neccbsity of 
adopting some more profitable profes¬ 
sion ; and his active mind at oiicc 
pei'cidveJ how mneh might be done in 
lliG way of enticing the youthful and 
unwary, and shoving the old and 
k ss, into tile wrong buss, and curi'yiiig 
them off, until, reduced to despair, 
they nmsonicd tliemstdvcis by the pay¬ 
ment of sixpence a-hesid, or, to adopt 
Ilia own figurative cKpression in all its 
native beauty, tlicy was rigNoidy 
(lone over, and forked out the 
stumpy*” 

An opportuuity for Tcaliaing hla 
fondest aiiticL|>aiions, soon presented 
itself. Rumours w'ero rife on the 
hacknoy-coach-stands, tliat a buss was 
building, to inn from Lieson-grove to 
the Bank, down Oxford'Street and 
Holbom ; and ''the rapid increase of 
busses on the Paddingtofi-rCMid, en¬ 
couraged the idea. Mr* Barker 
secretly and caufioosly inquired in the 
proper quarters. The report was cor¬ 
rect ; the lioyal William ” was to 
make its first journey on the icUowing 


Monday* It was a crack aJfiiir alto¬ 
gether. An enterprising young cab¬ 
man, of established reputation os a 
dnehing wdiip—for he had compro* 
mised with the parents of three 
scrunched children, and just " worked 
out^‘ his fine, for knocking down an 
old lady—was the driver ; and the 
spirited proprietor, knoi^ing Mr* 
Barkcr^s qualifications, appointed him 
hi the vacant office of cad on the very 
first application. The buss began to 
run, and Mr* Barker entered into a 
new suit of clothes, and on a new 
sphere of action* 

To recapitulate all the improvements 
iiiti-aduccd hy this extraordinary man^ 
into the omnibus system—gradually, 
iudeod, but surely—would occupy a 
far greater Kpaco than wc arc enabled 
to devote to this imperfect memoir. 
To him is universally asslgiied the 
oidginal suggestion of the practice 
which afterWEirds became so general 
—of the driver of a second huas keep¬ 
ing constantly behind tlie first one, and 
liiriviiig the pole of his vehicle either 
Into the door of the ot.litT, everr fimo 
it was opened, or through the body of 
any lady or gent1cniii.n who might 
make an attempt to get into it \ a 
hnmorau!^ and pleasant invention, 
exhibiting all that originality of idea^ 
and fine l>old flfjw of sjniits, so erm- 
spicuon& in (jvery action of this great 
man. 

Mr. Barker had opponents of course; 
^vliat man hi public life has not ? But 
even his w'orfit etiemies cannot dtuy 
that he has taken more old ladies and 
guiitlcmca to Paddingtou irim wanted 
to go to the Bank,anil more old ladles 
and gentlemen to the Bank wlio wanted 
to gtJ to Paddington, tliari any mx men 
(jn the road ; and however much male¬ 
volent ftpirita m.ay pretend to' doubt 
the accuracy of the statement, they 
well know it Co bo an establiehed fact, 
that he has forcibly conveyed a variety 
of one'cut persons of either aex, fo 
both idoceSj who had not the alighteet 
or mo&t distant intention of going any 
where at all, 

Mr* Burkor th« identical cad 
who nobly dlitiiigdielicd himself, some- 
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time gjnce, by keeping a. trEdesnma 
on the $top—the omnibus gomg at fiiU 
speed olL the time—till he had ihraahed 
him to his entire eatigfaetion, and 
iinaUy throwing him away, when he 
Jiod quite done with him. Mr. Barker 
it might to Imve been, who honestly 
in diguiuit at being ignemini ously ejected 
from a house of public entertainment, 
kicked the landlord in the knee, and 
thereby caused his death. We gay it 
oughi to have been Mr- Barker, because 
the action was not a common one, and 
could liave emanated from no ordltiary 
mind. 

It hae sow become matter of history; 
it is recorded in tlie Newgate Colcmlar; 
and we wish we could attribute tine 
piece of daring heroism to Mr. Barker, 
We regret beuig compelled to slate 
that it was not performed by him. 
Would, for the ffimily credit w* could 
addj tiiat it was a^dneved by his 
brother! 

It was in the eitereise of the nicer 
details of Ins profotibion, tJjut Mr, Bar¬ 
ker's knowledge of hvman nature was 
beautifully displayed. He couJd tell 
at a glance where a passenger wanted 
to go to, and would shout the 
name of the place accordingly, without 
the slightest roforcncc to the real 
destination of the vehicle. He knew 
exactly t)ie kind of old kuly that w'otdd 
he too much flurried by the process of 
pushing in, and puliing out of the 
eoi'avan, to discover where she liod 
been put down, until too late ; had an 


intuitive perception of wha,! waa pass- 
ing ill a passengers mind x^hen he 
inwardly resolved to ** pull that cad 
up to-morrow morning and never 
failed to make himself agreeable to 
femaJe servants, whom lie would place 
next the door, and talk to all the 
way. 

Human judgment is never infallible^ 
and it would occasionally happen tliat 
Mr, Barker experimentalised with tho 
timidity or forbearance of the wrong 
person, in which case a aummons to a 
Police-officGi was, on more thari one 
occasion, foUowed by a committal to 
prison. It waa not in the power of 
trifles such as these, however, to sub¬ 
due the freedom of hia spirit. As 
soon as they passed awa)', he resumed 
the duties of his profession with un-^ 
abated ardour. 

Wc liftve spoken of Mr. Barker and 
of the red-cah-driver, in the post tense, 
Alits! Mr, Bai'kcr has again become 
an absentee ; and tJie class of men to 
which they both belonged are fast dis^ 
appearing, Improvement has peered 
beneath the aprons of our cabs, and 
penetrated to the very innermoat 
recesses of our omnibuscB, Dirt and 
fustian will vanish before deanlineas 
and livery. Sliwig will be forgotten 
when civility becomes general i and 
tliat calightcnod, eloquent, sagC;, and 
profoiiud body, the Magistracy of 
London, will be deprived of half 
their amuaenient, auU half tliur 
occupation. 
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CHAPTER XVlir, 

A PaULIaMENTART SUrnTFI. 

We ftur Tt'aJers will not be i jrou do, sif!’* Mr. Smith stops: 

alarmed at this rather omiuous title, | turns round, with an air of eucliantiEg^ 
We assure them that we are not about urbanity (for the rumour of an intended 
to become political, neitlier have we diasohition has been very extensively 
the sLlj^Utosit intention of bem^ more circulated this mornm^); se[:!ea both 
jirosj than tisnal-—if we Can help ih the hands of hia gratiii^ constiUient, 
It has occiirj'ed to iis that a ^bglit and, after greeting inin uith t]ie most 
sketch of the general aspect of “ tlie ^ enthusiastic Tiannth, darts into the 
House," and the crow'ds that resort | lobby with an extraordinary display of 
to it on tiio night of nn important: ardour rn the public caunc, leaving an 
debate, would be productive of some j immense im[>Tessioii in his favour oti 
anmsenient : hnd as we have made j the mind of ins “ fellow-towngman.^' 
Some few calls at the aforesaid house | The arrivals increase ill number, 
in our time—liave visited it quite often i and the heiLtjuid noise inci'case in very 
enough for onr ]iurposep and a groat | utipJea^iant propoiiion. The livery ser- 
deal too often for our own persona] vants form h complete lane on either 
peace and comfort—we have dder^ side of the passage, and you reduce 
mined to attempt the description, yourself into the smallest possible 
Dismissing from our minds, ihertffore, space to avoid being turned out^. You 
ail tJiat feeling of awe, which vague see that stout man witli the Jioai'se 
ideas of brenrhes of privilege, Serjeant- voice, in tlie bine coal, queer crowned, 
aUAmis, heavy denunciations, and biviad^brirnmed Jiat, wjiite corduroy 
atilJ iicavier Ices, are calculated to , breeches, and great booh, wbn has 
awaken, we enter at once into the: been tallking meessautly for half an 
biiildingj and upon our subject hour past, and whtwe importance has 

Ilall-pafit four o^clock—and at five I occasioued no small quantity of mirth 
the mover of llic Address will be on among the atrangers. That is the 
his legs," as the iiewsj}apei‘jj announce great conservator of tiie peace of 
sometimes by w-ay of novelty, as if Westminster. You cannot fail to 
speakers were occasionally in the : have remarked the p‘ace with which 
habit of standing on tlieir heads, Tlie I he saluted the noble Lord who passed 
members are pouring in, one after I just now, or the excessive dignity of 
the other, in shoals. The few spec- : his air, as he expostulates %vith the 
tators wlio can obtain standing-room crowds He is rather out of temper 
in the passages, scrutinise them as now, in eonsequoiice of the very 
tiiey pass, with the utmost interest, irreverent lichaviour of tho^e two 
and the mail who can identify ainem- young fellows behind him, who have 
her occasionally, becomes a person done nothing but laugh all the time 
of great iuiportauce. Every now they liavo bceu here» 
and tlicii you hear earnest whispers “ Will they divide to-night, do you 

of '^That’s l^ir John Thomsom*' think, Mr.n-timidly in quires 

^ Wliich ? him with the gilt order a little thin man in the crowd, hoping 
round Ins tieck I ** ?fo, ao ; that to conciliate the man of office, 
one of the mes&engerB-^that other How ca» you ask such questiems^ 
with the yellow gloves^ is Sir John sir 1" replies the functionary, in an 
Thomson." Here'a Mr* Smith.*'^ incredibly loud key, and pettishly 
“Lori” "Ye^ how d*ye do,'air 1— grasping the tliick stick he carries in 
(He is our new member)—How do |hia rigjit baud, ^Pray do not, sir. 
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I of you ; J* wot, Tlie 

little maji looks remarkably out of his 
elomerit, and the uninitiated part of 
tlie throng are in positive con^aioos 
of laughter^ 

Juat at this moment some unfor¬ 
tunate individual appearg, with a very 
smirking air, at the boLtom of tlie 
long passage. He has managed to 
elude the vigilance of the gpedd con- 
Btabie down stairs^ and is evidently 
eongratulating himself on baving made 
his way ao far« 

"Go back, eir—you must not come 
hero," shouts the hoarse one, with 
tremendous emphaiiia of voice and 
gesture, the moment the offender 
catches his eye, 

The stranger pauses^ 

"Do you hear, sir—will you gO' 
back V* continues tlie ofnciaf digni¬ 
tary, gently pushing the intruder aome 
half-dozen yards, 

** Come, don't push me,” readies the 
stranger, turning angrily rounds 

« I will, air” 

"You won’t, fiir" 

" Go out, sir." 

“ Take your hands off me, air.** 

Go out off the paasHge, 

“ You're a Jack-in-oflice, sir.” 

" A what 1 *' ejaculates he of the 
boots. 

’*A Jack-in-office, sir, and a very 
ineolent fellow,” reiterates tlie stranger, 
now completely in a passion. 

" Pray do not force me to put you 
out, sir,” retorts the other—" pray 
do not—my instiuctlonB are to keep 
tills passage clear—it’s the Speakor'a 
orders, sir,** 

"D—n the Speaker^ air I” slioutB 
the intruder. 

"Here, Wilson 1—Collins!** gasps 
the officer, actually parulyeed at this 
iDauliing expresaion, which in his 
mind ie all hut high treanon ; "take 
this man out—take him out, I say I 
How dare you, sir 1” and down goes 
the unfortunate man five stairs at a 
time, turning round at every goppnge, 
to come back again, and detiuuiiclng 
bitter vengeance agaisst the com¬ 
mander^ in-chief, and aJl his auper- 
cameraricfli 
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" Make way, gentlemen,—pray make 
way for the Members, 1 beg (pf you !” 
shouts the zealous officer, turning back, 
and preceding a whole stnug of the 
liberal and Independent. 

You see this ferocioufi-looking gen¬ 
tleman, with a complexion almoat os 
sallow os bis linen, and whose large 
black moustache would give him the 
appearihee of a figure In a. hair- 
drcBser’s window, if his countenance 
pot&sesBed the thought which ia com¬ 
municated to those wasen coiHcaturee 
of the Iminan face divine. He is a 
militia-oSicer, and the most amusing 
person in the House. Can anything 
be more excjuisltely abaurd thiui the 
burlesque gruudciir of his air, as he 
stridee up Co the lobby. Ins eyes roUing 
like thoae of a Turk's head iu a cheap 
Dutch dock I He never appears 
without that bundle of dirly papers 
wdiich he carries under liia left arm, 
and which aie generally supposed to 
be tlia mi&cellaneoua estimates for 
1B04, or Eome equally important docn- 
Dieiita. lie is very punctual in bis 
attendance at the House, and his self- 
antisfied " He-ar-He-ar,” is not un- 
frcquculiy the aigual for a general 
titter. 

Til La ie the gentleman who once 
actually eeut a mestienger up to the 
Strangers' gallery in the old House of 
Commons, to Inquire the name of an 
individual who was using an eye-glas**, 
ill order that he might complain to the 
Speaker that the periFoii in question 
was quizzing him 1 On another occa¬ 
sion, he is reported to have repaired 
to Bellamy's kitchen—a refiTe&hioent- 
room, whei'o persons who arc not 
Mcmb.:rs arc Emitted on sufTcronce, 
as it were—and. perceiving two or 
tliree gentlemen at supper, who 
he was aware were not Members, 
and could not, in that placOj very 
well resent hia behaviour, ho in¬ 
dulged in the pleasantry of silttug 
wiUi his booted leg on the table at 
which they were supping I Ho ie 
generally harmless, though, and al¬ 
ways amusing. 

By dint of patience, and some little 
iaterest with our friend the constable. 
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wfi Qontrived to loal^o o&r way to 
the Lobl/y, and you cui just maiaa^j^e 
to c&tdi &D Dccasional glimpse of the 
Hotiae, as th« door is opened for tlie 
admissioa of Members. It ie tolerably 
full already, aj'hd little groups of Mem¬ 
bers are congregated together here, 
discussing the intercBtiug topics of 
the day, 

Tliat smart-looking fellow in the 
black coat with velvet lacings and 
cuhs, who wears bis D'Orea^ hat so 
rakishly^ is Honest a nteiro' 

puli tan representative ; and the iarge 
man in the cloak with the white lining 
—not the man by the pillar ; the other 
witli the light hair hanging over his 
coat collar behind,—is his colleague. 
The quiet gentlemanly-looking man in 
the blue Burtoutj gray trousers^ white 
neckercliiefj and glovea, whose ciosely- 
buttoued coat displays his manly figure 
and broad cheat to gi^at adranttge^ la 
a very well-known chaiitcter. He has 
fought a great many battles in lus 
time, and conquered like tiie heroes of 
old, with no other arxiiH than thoBe the 
gods gave him. The old hai'd-featured 
Euau who ie standing near him, is 
really a good specimen of a chm of 
men, now nearly extinct. He is a 
county Member, and has been from 
time whereof the memory of man la 
not to the couitiary. Look at his 
loose, widei brown coat, w-Jth capacious 
pockets on each side; the knee- 
breeches and boots, the immeitsely 
long waistcoat, and silver watch-chain 
daugling belqw it, the w'lde-brimmed 
brown hat, and the white handkerchief 
tied in a great bow, witJi straggling 
ends sticking out beyond his shirt-fri ll. 
It is a costume one seldom sees nows- 
daya, and when the few who wear it 
have died off, it will be quite extinct. 
He can tell you lung sturies of Fox, 
Pitt, Sheridan, a^d Caiiuing, and how 
much better th« H<iusc was managed 
in those times, when they uaed to get 
up at eight or nine o'clock, except on 
regular field-days, of which everj' body 
w&fi apprised beforehand. He has a 
great cointenipt for all young Members 
of Pariiament, and Uiiuks it quite im¬ 
possible tliat a man cait say any thiug 


worth hearing, tinlesfi he Hm sat in the 
House for fifteen years at least, with¬ 
out saying uiything at all, Ho is of 
opLULOU tiiat ** tliat young Macaulay'' 
was a regular imptistoi'; he allows, 
tiiat Lord Stanley may do something 
one of thcK days, but “ he's too young, 
sir—too young.*' He is an excellent 
authority on jioints of precedent, and 
when he grows talkative, after hie 
wine, will tell you how Sir Somebody 
SO'motlniig, when he waij wliipper-iii 
for the Government, brought four men 
out of their beds to vote in tiic D^a- 
jority, three of whom died on their 
way home agiiin ^ liqw tbs Houbc 
onco divided nu the qucHtioii, tiiat 
freeh candles bo now brought in ; how 
tlic Speaker w'us once upon a time left 
in the chair by accident, at the cou- 
clusion of busineaei, and was obliged to 
sit in the House by himself for three 
haul's, till some Member could bo 
knocked up and brought back agam, to 
move the adjouriiinciit ; and a gi’Cat 
many other anecdotes of a similar 
de$u?]']ption. 

There he stands, leaning on his 
stick ; looking at the throng of Ex¬ 
quisites ai'ouiid him with mest profound 
contempt ; and con j nr nig up, before 
his mind's eye, the scenes he beheld in 
tin? old House in days gone by, when 
his own feelings were fresher and 
hrigbter, and when, as lie [luagincs, 
wit, talent, and iiatriotisin flourished 
more bnglitiy too. 

V on are curious to know who that 
young man in the rough great-caat is, 
who lias accosted every Member who 
haa entered the House Since we have 
been standing here. He is not a Mem¬ 
ber i he is only an “ hei^ditary bonde- 
m&n," or, m other words, an Irish 
con'cspondent ot au liiali uewspaper, 
who has just procured his foiiy-second 
frank from & Member whom he never 
saw in his life before. There he 
goes again—other ! Bless tlie man, 
he lias his bat and pockets full 
already. 

We will try our foirtune at the 
Stnuigers' gallery, though ttio nature 
of the debate eiMuuragea very little 
hope of success, \^'hat on eaiih are 
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you &boat1 Holding up your order 
aa if it were a uUsman at wIiok com¬ 
mand the wictet would fly open I 
Nonscnao. Just preserve tfie order 
for an autograph, ii it be worth keep 
ing At All, and make your aj^pearanee 
at the door with your thumb and fui^- 
finger cxprcswveJy in&eried in your 
waistcoat-pocket This tall stout man 
in black is the door-keeper, Any 
room " Not an iitcli—two or three 
dozen gentlemen waiting down stairs 
on the chance of somebody’s going 
out/^ Pull out your purse—Are 
you quite sure there ’a no room I 
“ I *11 go and look/’ replica the door¬ 
keeper, with a wistrul glance at your 
purse, “ but 1 'm afraid there *# noL” 
He returns, and with real feeling 
assures you that it is morally imios- 
aibLc to get near the gallery. It is of 
no use wfliting. When yon al^s re¬ 
fused admission into the Strangers* 
gallery at the Hourc of Cominona, 
under socb eiremmstancee, yon nmy 
return liome thamughly satisfied that 
the place must be remarkably ftiU 
indcM.* 

BetTAcing our ateps through the 
long passage, descending the stairs, 
and crossing Palact-yard, w^e halt at a 
small temporary door-way adjoining 
the King’s entrance to the House of 
Lords. The order of the aerjeant-at- 
aiTH5 will admit you into the Re¬ 
porters* gallery, from whence you can 
rbtain a tolerably good view of the 
Hooae. Take care of the stairs, they 
are none of tlio best; through this 
little wicket—there. As soon as your 
eyes heootne a little used to the mist of 
the place, and the glare of the chande^ 
liera below you, you will see that some 
unimportant personage on tlio Minis- 
tenal side of the Houho (to your right 
hand) is speaking, amidst a hum of 
voices and confuaiorL which would rival 
llobol, but for the eircumatauce of its 
being all in one language. 

The ** hear, hear,” which occosiojicd 
that laugh, proceeded from oi# war* 

* Ttii> paiNr wad irritlan before thepmclus# 
of aibJbltinj^ ^leunbEn of l^arhjuiii>iit, hka 
otber cunoi<tti«4, fvx theBuiiUl ehargs ol lisLf- 
Aonwlii wu aboliBliiC^l, 


like friend with tho moustache; he la 
sittiug on tlie back seat agaluat the 
wall, behind the Member who ia speak¬ 
ing, looking 09 ferocioua and intellec- 
tuid as usual. Take one look around 
you, and retire ! The brtdy of the 
House and the sidegalloncfi are full of 
Members ^ some, with tJieirlcga on the 
back of the opposite seat j eome, with 
theirs stretched out to their utmost 
length on tJic floor; some, going 
out, otboTs coming in | all talking, 
laughing, lounging, coughing, o-ing, 
questioning, or groaning ; presenting 
a oougionieration of noise and confii* 
eioii, to he met with in no otJier place 
in existence, not even excepting Smith- 
field on a niarkeUday, or a cockpit m 
its glory* 

Hut let us not emit to notice Bel* 
lamy’s kiteben, or, in odier words, tlse 
I'efreshmeut-room, common to both 
Hcnises of Parlianieiit, where Miniate- 
riali'its and Opposilionjsts, Whigs and 
Tories, Radicals, Peers, and Dcstruc- 
tiros, strangers from tlie gahery, and 
the nioi'c favoured scnuigors from be¬ 
low tlic bar, are alike at liberty to 
reflort, where diver? honourable mem¬ 
bers prove tlieir perfect iiidqieiidcuce 
by reniamiug during the whole of a 
heavy debate, solacing themselves w ith 
the creature comforts ; and whence 
tlicy ai'c summoned by whippers-in, 
when tlie House is on the point of 
dividing ; either to give their consci¬ 
entious vutoa** on questians of wliich 
they arc conscieutjously iiinoeeiit of 
knowing any tiling whatever, er to find 
a vent for the playlo) exuberance of 
their wiivo-iuspired fancies, in bciste* 
mus shouts of “ Divide,” occasionally 
varied viitli a little howling, barking, 
crowing, or other ebullitions of sena- 
torial pleasantry* 

When you have ascended the narrow 
staircase which, in the present te[n]Ma- 
rary House of Commons, leads to the 
place we are desenhing, you will pro¬ 
bably observe a couple of rooms on 
your right hand, with tables spread 
for dining* Neither of these is the 
kitchen, although they are both 
devoted to the eame puri^"^! 
kitchen is further on to our left,uptbeee 
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ti&ir-dd^ea Btairs. Before we Aocend 
tlie fitflrireo^, Liowcver^ we must request 
y<if}i tg pause iu front of tliia littk bar- 
place witLi the aa±ili-wkidowB ; aad beg 
your particular attention to the steady 
hoaei^-looking o^d fellow in black, who 
IG its Sole DCcupniil Nichohia (we do 
not luiiid metuiouing the old fellow'ii 
name, for If Nicholas he not a public 
man, who la and public ineii'a narniii^ 
are public properly)—-Nicliolaa ia liie 
butler of BeJInTiiy^ and Jjus held the 
same place, dresa^ exactly in the 
same mAuiier, and said precisely tlie 
same things, ever since tlie oldest of 
lie present visiters can remember. An 
excellent aervaiit Nicholas is^aii uii~ 
nvidled compounder of ealad-drcst^ing 
—an admii'able ]>reparer of wdn-water 
and lemon—A special mix^r of cold 
grog and punch—and, above all, an 
unequalled judge of If the 

old man have such a thing as vanity 
in his conipositioD, this is certaiuly 
his pride ; and if it bo postalble to 
iiuagine that any thing hi this world 
could disturb hiu impciietrAble calm¬ 
ness, we should say it would be the 
doubting his judgmeut on tliLs impor¬ 
tant poiut. 

We needn’t tell you all this, how¬ 
ever, for if you have (Ui ahnn of ob¬ 
servation, one glance at his sleeky 
knowlngdookiug head and face—Ins 
prim white neckei'chief, with the 
wooden tie into winch it has been 
regularly folded for twenty years past, 
merging by imperceptible degrees into 
a BmAll-plaited bJiirt-fnll — and his 
coiufcrtable-looking form eucased lu a 
well-brushed eiut of black—would give 
you a better idea of ills real character 
than a columa of our poor descriptioD 
could convey. 

NicholAs is rather nut of his clement 
now ; he cspnnt see tile kitchen as ho 
used to iu the old tLuuse ] there, one 
window of Ine glass-ca^ opened into 
the room, aijd then, for the edification 
Aud behoof of more juvenile question¬ 
ers^ he would stand tor an hour toge¬ 
ther, auawanng deferential qucsliciiB 
about Sheridan, and Perceval, and 
CasUeieAgh, nud Heaven knows wlio 
baaide, with mnnifeBt delight^ always 


j inserting a “ Mister before every 
ci>Lninaiier’s name. 

Niciiulas, like all men of his age 
and standing, liAS a great idea of the 
degeneracy of the times. He seldom 
expresses any political opinions, but 
wc managed to ascertain, jiiei before 
the passing of tlio Ilctoriu Bill, that 
Nicholas was a thorough Ileftirnier. 
What wasourastonishmoiit to discover 
shortly after tiie meeting of the fiiSt 
reformed Parliameiit, that he was a 
most inveierate and decided Tory j It 
was very odd ; some nioii cliA^igc their 
opinions from neccsijity, others fixmi 
expedieucy, others from in^pivation ^ 
but tliat Nicholas should undergo any 
change jn any respect, wsa an event 
we liiul never contemplateil, and sliould 
have considered inipo^sihle. Ilia 
strong opiuioii against the clause which 
etupowered the iiietropolitan districta 
to return Members to Parliaiiieut, too, 
was perfectly unaccouiitablop 

We discovered the seci'et at laet; 
tJte metropolitan Alemhei^s Always 
dined at home. The rascals I As 
for giving additiouul Mcntbei'a to Ire* 
land, It waif even woi'se—decidedly 
unconstitutjojuil. Why, air, an Irish 
^Icmber would go up there, and eat 
more dinner than tliree English Mem¬ 
bers put mgetliij*. He took no wine; 
di'aiik table-beer hy the Imif-gallou ; 
aud went home to Manchester'build¬ 
ings, or MIIIbank-street, for liia whis- 
key-aiidwater. And what waa the 
consequence I Why tlie concern lust 
—actually loRt, Kir—hy liis ]iatronage. 

A queer old fellow is Nichnlog, and 
as completely A port of the building as 
tlie houBO itself. We won dvr he eve^ 
left tliC old placo^ and fully expected 
to see ill the ])£L|iera, the moniiug after 
the fire, a pathetic account of an old 
gen tieniAD iu blAck, of decent appear¬ 
ance, who was seen at one of the upper 
windows when the flatiies were at their 
height, and declared his rcuoJiite iuten- 
tlou of falling with the floor. He muAt 
liave keen got nut by force. How'cver, 
he was got on t—her^ h c is Agam, I ook ing 
as he always iloes, aq if he Jiad been id 
a baTidbox ever sibce the last fioasiou. 
There ho is, at liia old post every night. 
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jusL tQ tve hJi.Te dcHcnbod him i rnid* 
char&ct^re are ficaree^ and faitbiul 
servants scarcer^ lon^ tony he be there 
B&y "we I 

Now, when yon have taken your 
seat in the kitehen* aj'id duly noticed 
the large hre and roaating-jaek at one 
end of the room—tiie Little table for 
washing glafisea and draining jags at 
the other—the dock over the window 
oppoaite Margaret^a Church—the 
deal tables and wax candles—the 
damaak table-elotha a^id bare floor— 
the plate and china ou the tables, and i 
tlie gridiron on the fire; and a fow 
otlier anoninliea peculiar to the plaoe 
—we will point out to yonr notice two 
or three of I he ]>eople preeent, whose 
station or absurdities render them the 
worthy of remark. 

It in hali-p^t twelve o’clock, and as 
tlie division is not expected for an hour 
or two, a few Mcnibera are lounging 
away the time here, in preleteuce to 
ntanding at the hur of the Houne, or 
i^leeping in one of the aide galleries. 
Thataingii1aH:y awkward and tmgaitiLy^ 
looking man, in the brownieh^white 
hat, with the straggling blaek trouaera | 
wJiitrh reach about half-way down the 
leg of Ills boots, who is leaning against 
the meabacrcen, apparently deluding 
himaelf into the belief tliat he is think* 
ing about aometliinig, is a splendid 
sample of a Member of the House of 
Commona concentrating in hia own 
person the wisdom of a constituency. 
Observe the wlg^ of a dark hue but 
Jiidescribabie colour, fur if it be natu- 
mlly brown, it li&a acquired a black 
tint by long service, and if it be natu¬ 
rally black, the same cause has im* 
parted to it a tinge of rusty brown ; 
and remark how very niatenally the 
great blinker-like spectacles fijssist the 
expreei$ion of that most intelligent face, i 
Seriously speaking, did you ever see a 
countenance eo expreesive of ihe most 
hopeleu extreme of heavy dulnees, or 
[►ehold a form so strangely put toge¬ 
ther? He is no great speaker ^ but 
when he dmt address thv HousCj tlie 
effect is aliHolutely irresistible^ 

The small gentleman witli the sharp 
nose, who has just saluted him, is a 
No* 179* " 


Member of Parliament, an ex-Aider- 
man, and a uurt of amateur firetuaii. 
He, and the celebrated hn^man’s dog, 
were observed to be rem&i'kahly octiru 
at the conflagration of the two Houses 
of Parliament—tliey botli ran up and 
down, and in and out, getting under 
people's feet, and into every hody^s 
way, fully impressed with the belief, 
that they were doing a great deal of 
good, and barking treniendouftly* The 
dog went quietly back to Ilia kennel 
with the engine, but tlm gentleman 
kept up such an inceRsaiit noiati for 
Eome weeks after the occurrence, 
that he became a positive nuisance* 
A a no more parliamentary fires have 
occurred, however, and as he lias conse¬ 
quently had no more iipporEunities of 
writing to the jiewapa^iors to relate 
how, by way of preserving pictures, he 
cut them out of their frames, and per¬ 
formed other great national aervices, 
he hss gradually relapaed uito hia old 
state of calmness* 

Thai female in black—rut the one 
whom the Lord'a-Day-Bill IJaronet 
has just chucked under tlie chin ; the 
ehorter of the two—is **Jaue:" the 
Hebe of Bellamy’a* Jane is as great a 
chameter as Nicholas, in her way. Her 
leading features are a thorough con¬ 
tempt for the great majority of her 
Tisitera; her predominant quality, love 
of admiratio]), as you cannot fail to 
observe, if you mark the glee with 
which she listens to something the 
yoiiug Member near her mutters 
pomew^hat uuintelligLhly in her ear (for 
hia speech is rather thick from aome 
cause or other), and how playtuily aiie 
diga the handle of a lork into the arm 
with which he detains her, by way of 
reply, 

Jane la no bad hand at repartees, 
and ehowera them about, with a degree 
of liberality and total absence of re¬ 
serve or eonatraint, which occaGicnally 
excites no amall amazement in the 
mind a of sti'angers* She cuts jokes 
with Nicholas, too, but looks up to him 
with a great deal of respect; the im¬ 
moveable solidity with which Nicholas 
receives the afuresaid jokeo, and looka 
on, at certain. paatoi'iiJ frJsInngii and 
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rompmgf {JAne’i only recmtionaj, 
and they are very innocent too) which 
oecaaionally take place in the paasage, 
is not the Least aniusiDg part of his 
character. 

The two persons who are seated at 
the table in the comer, at the farther 
end of llie roouip have been constant 
guests here, for many years past; atid 
One of them has feasted within these 


walls, many a time, witli the most bHI« 
liant cliaracters of a briUiant period. 
He has gone up to tliC i^tlicr House 

since then ; the greater part of his 
boon companions haveahamJ Yorlck's 
fate, and his visits to Beflainy^s are 
comparatively few. 

If he renlly be eating kia supper 
new, at what hour ca:n he possibly have 
dined I A aocond solid sires of ruiiip- 
ateak has disappCEirod, and he cat tlie 
first in four minutes and three quar¬ 
ters, by the cltick over the v^tndow. 
War there ever such a peryoniiicatioii 
of Falsta^T! Mark tlie air with which 
he gUiabi over tiiat Stiluni as he re* 
moves the napkin which has been 
placed beneath his chin to catch the 
superfluoua gravy of the steak, and 
with wlmt gusto lie imbibee the portor 
which has been fetched, expressly for ; 
hiiti, 111 the pewter pot. Listen to the 
hoarse eound of that voice, kept down 
aa it is by layers of solids, and deep 
draughts of rich wine, and tell U 9 if 
you ever saw Ruch a perJect picture of 
a regular ^urmand ; and whether he i 
is not eitactly tlie man whom you w'ould ! 
pitch upon as having been the partner 
of Sheridaii’A parliamencary carouses, 


the volunteer driver of the hackney- 
coach that took him home, and tho 
involuuiaryupsctterof Uie whole party I 

What an amusing contrast between 
hia voice and appearance, and that of 
the spare, squeaking old man, who aitB 
at the same table, and who elevating a, 
Little cracked bautam sort of voice to 
its highest pitch, invokes damnation 
upon his own eyes or someliody e3se*a 
at tlie eommeiicement of every sen- 
teuce he u tiers. “ The Captaiu,” as 
they call him, is a very old Jrequenter 
pf Bellamy’s much addicted to stop¬ 
ping^* after the House is up** (aninex* 
piabb crime in Janets eyw), and a 
complete w'alking reservoir of Spirits 
and water. 

The old Peer—or rather, the old 
man—for his peerage is of compara¬ 
tively recent date—has a huge tumbler 
of hot punch brouj^ht iiim; ami the 
other damns and drinks, and drin ks and 
damns,and smokes, Mtmhers arrive 
every moment in a great hustle to re* 
port that ** The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer *6 up,” and to get glasses of 
brandy-and-water to sustain them 
during the division ; people wlio have 
ordered supper, counteiniiand it, and 
prepare to go down stalls, when burl- 
denly a bell is lieard to ring with t*‘e- 
in end PUS violence, (ind a ci-y of “ DU 
vi-siou !” is heard in the passage. This 
la enough \ away rush tlie nismbera 
peLl-melL. TLie room is cleared in an 
inatant j the noJae rapidly dies away ; 
you hear tllr ei'eaklng of the last b^t 
on the last stair, and are left algno 
with the leviathan of rump-steaks. 
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FVBLlC 

All public dinners in Lctndnn, fmo 
the Lord Ma^or^B annual banquet at 
Guildhall, to the Cliimney'sweepers^ 
anniversary at White Conduit House ; 
from tho GoLdsniitha^ to the ButcherA\ 
from the Sheriffs^ to tlie Licen^ 
Victuallers^ j are amusing Menus. Of 
all entertainments of tins description^ 
however, we diliik the annual djnner 
of some public charity [a the loost 
amusing, At a Company^B dinner, the 
people are newly all slike^regulnr 
old stagers^ who make it a miUter of 
businesa, and a tiling not to bo laughed 
at, At a political dinner, every body 
is disagreeable, and in dined to speech’^ 
ifj'—mueh the same thing, by tile by ; 
but at a charity dinner you see people 
of all aorta, kinds, and deBcriptions. 
The wine may not be remarkably ape- 
eiaJ, to be sure, and we have heard 
some hard-heai ted monsters grumble 
at the collection i but we really tliink 
the amuBoment to be derived from the 
occaeion, sufficient to eamiberbalanee, 
even tlieBe disadvantages. 

Let u9 suppose you are induced to 
attend a dinner ol this diNCriptinp— 

** Indigent Orphans^ Friends' Benevo¬ 
lent Ifistitution," we think it is. The 
name of the charity is a line or two 
lunger, but never mind the rest. You 
have a dlatinct recolltction, however, 
that you purchased a ticket at the eoli- 
citationof some charitable friend: and 
you deposit yourself in a hackney- 
coach, the driver of which—no doubt 
tliat you may do the thing in style— 
turns a deaf ear to your eameat en¬ 
treaties to be Bet down at the corner 
of Great Queen-street, and peraista in 
carrying you to the veiy door of the 
Freemaaons', round which a crowd of 
people are aaaembled to witnees the 
entrance of the indigent orphans* 
friends. You hear great speculations 
as you pay tlie fare, ou the possibility 
of your t^lng tho noble Lord who is 


D[NN£B9. 

announced to fill the ebair on the ocm- 
fiitin, and aie Jiighlv gratified to hear 
it eventually decided tliat you are only 
a “ wocalist,’’ 

The hi'st tiling that strikes yon, on 
your entrance, is the astonishing im¬ 
portance of tJie comnuttee. You ch¬ 
eer ve a door cn the first lauding, 
cai'etuLly guarded by two waJtetB, in 
ajid out of which stout gentlemen with 
very red faces keep ruuiiiiig, with a 
degree of speed highly unbecomiug tJie 
gravity of per&oDs of tlieir years and 
corpulency. You pause,quite alarmed 
at the buBtle, and tliiukiDg, in your 
innocence, that two or three people 
must have been can'ied out of the 
dining-room in fits, at least. You 
ai-e imfoedlately undeceived by the 
waiter—“Up ataire, if you iilease, 
air ; this is tbo committec-rooiu.” Up 
stairs you go, accordingly; wondering, 
SB you mount, what tlie duties of die 
committee can be, and whether they 
ever do anything beyond con fusing 
each otJjcr, and running over the 
waitera. 

Having deposited your hat and cloak, 
and received a remarkably smaU Acrap 
of pasteboard in exchange (which, 19 
a matter of course, you lose, before 
you require it again), you enter the 
h&ll, down which tliem are three Long 
tables for the leas dktinguished guests, 
witli a cross table on a raised plolfomi 
at tile upper eud for the receptiou of 
the very particular fiiende of the indi¬ 
gent orphans. Being fortunate enough 
La find a plate witliout any body card 
ID it, you wisely seat yourself at once, 
and have a little leisure to look about 
you. Waiters, with wine-baskcts in 
their bands, arc placing decanters of 
sherry down the tables, at very re¬ 
spectable dietaticca^ melancholy-Iook- 
ing saltcellars, and decayed vinegar-^ 
cruets, which might have belonged to 
the parents of the indigent orphans m 
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time} Are ecntter^d &t diatant 
intert&U On Uie cloth ; and the kalTea 
arid forks Look as if they had done 
duty at every public dinner in London 
sinoe the accession of Geori^e the First, 
The musicians are scraping and grating 
and Bcrewing trenaetidouidy—playing 
no notes but notes of preparation ; 
and several gentlemen are gliding along 
the Bides of the tables, looking into plate | 
after plate with frantic eagerness, the 
expression of their conntenancoa grow¬ 
ing more and more dismal as they 
meet with everybody's card but their 
own. 

Yon turn round to take a look at 
the table behind you, and—not being 
in tbelialiit of attending public dinners 
—are somcwliftt struck by the appear¬ 
ance of the party on which your eyes 
rest. One of its principal members 
appeare to be a little man, with a 
long and rather inflamed face, and | 
gray bair brufdied bolt upright in front; | 
he wears a wisp of black silk round his | 
neck, without any stitrener» ah an apo¬ 
logy for a neckerchief, and la addremted I 
by hia companions by the familiar | 
appellation of “ Fitz,” or some mich 
monofljUable. Near him is a stout 
man in a white neckerchief and 
bulf waistcoat, with shining dark 
hair, cut very short in front, and a 
great round healthydooking fkce, on 
which he studiously preserves a half- 
ten ti mental simper. Next him, again, 
is a large-headed man, with black hair 
and bushy whiskers; and opposite them 
ane two or three others, one of whom 
in a Little round-faced person, tn a 
dresa-stock and blue under-waistcoat. 
There is something peculiar in their 
air and manner, though you could 
hardly describe what it is ; you 
cannot divest yourself of the idea that' 
they have come for some other purpnea 
than mere eating and drinking. Vou 
have no tm>e to debate the matter, 
how'cver, for tlie waiters (who have 
been arranged in lines down the room, 
placing the dishes on table,) retire to 
the lower end ; the dark man in the 
blue coat and bright buttoiia, who has 
tho direction of the um&ic^ looks up to 
the gallery, and calb out baud" ic a 


very loud voice; outburst the orchestra, 
up rise tlie visiters, in march fonitcen 
steward If each with a long wand in bis 
hand, like the evil genius in a panioH- 
mime ; then the chairman, then the 
titled visiters; they sIL make their 
way up tho room, as fast as they can, 
bowing, and smiling, and smirking, 
and looking remarkably amiable. The 
applause ceases, grace is said, the clat¬ 
ter of plates and dishes begins; and 
every one appears highly gratifled, 
either with tlie presence of the distin* 
gulsbed vlsitera,or the commencement 
of the anxiously-expected dinner. 

As to the dinner itaclf—the mere 
dinner—it goes off much tlir same 
everywhere. Tureens of soup arc 
emptied with awful rapidity-waiters 
take plates of turbot away, to get 
kobster-atuce, and bring back plates of 
lobster-eaiice without turbot; people 
who can carve poultry, are great fools 
if they own it, and ptM>p]e who can^C, 
have no wbh to leanu The knives 
and forks form a pleasing acconipani- 
ment to Auber'a music, and Aul>eT's 
music would form a pleasing accom- 
animent to the dinner, if you could 
car anything besides the cymbals. 
The subsiantials disappear — moulds 
of jelly vanish like Lightning—^hearty 
eaters wipe their forehcoda, and appear 
rather overcome with their recent ex¬ 
ertions—people who have looked very 
cross hitherto, become remarkably 
bland, and ask you to take wine in the 
most friendly manner possible—old 
gentlemen direct your attentinn tn the 
ladies^ gallery, and take great pains to 
impress you wifh the fact that the 
charity ia alw'ays peculiarly favoured 
in thisrespect—every one appears dis¬ 
posed to become talkative—and thshum 
of coiiveraation is bnd and genemU 
“Pray, silence, gentlemen, if you 
please, for Non noAfi /” shouts the 
toast-maater with stentnrian lungs—a 
toBsIvniafiter’s ehirt-front, waUtcoal, 
and neckerchief, by the by, always 
exhibit three distinct shades of cloudy- 
white.^—'* Pray, silence, gentlemen, for 
Non nobis The singers, whom you 
diaeover to be im other than the very 
party that excited youi' curioalty at firai 
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" pjtehing*^ thdt voices immedi¬ 
ately begin t/xhtooing tnoet diemDlly^ 
on which the reguJaf old etagera burst 
Into occaetonal cries of—Sh—Sh— 
waiters!—Silence, waiters—stand 
waiters — keep back, waiters,*^ and 
other CKorcismSi delirered in 4 tone 
of indignant remonsirartce. The grace 

soon concluded, and the company 
resume their seats* The uninitiated 
portion of the guests applaud Nott 
nobis as vehemently as if it were a 
capital comic eong, greatly to the 
st^andaJ and iudignation of the regular 
diners^ who immediately attempt to 
ijnelL this saeriiegioiis approl^atlon, by 
ones of Hush, hush whereupon 
the others, mistaking tliese sounds for 
hisses, applaud more tumultuously 
than before, and, by way of placing 
their ajipns^val beyond the possibility 
of doubt, shout “ i’jicore/” most voci- 
feroufcly. 

The moment the noise ceases, up 
starts the toast-master i—Gentlemen, 
charge your glasses, if you please i” 
Decanters having baun handed about, 
and glasses fiU^, the toast-master 
proceeds, in a regular ascending 
scale ; ^ "Gentlemej;i“atr—^you—ail 
cJjarged * Pray—silence—ccutlemen 
—for—the eha—i—r !” Tlie chair¬ 
man rises, atid, after stating that he 
feels it quite unnecessary to preface 
the toast lie is about to propose, with 
any observations wliatever, wanders 
mto a maze of sentences, and doimders 
aUrdt in tlie most extraordinary man¬ 
ner, preaontiug a lamentable spectacle 
of inystlBed humanity, until lie arrives 
at the words, “ constitutional sovereign 
of these realms,” at which elderly 
gentlemen exclaim, “ Bravo!” anil 
liainmer the table tremendously with 
their ktiife-iiaiidles- ** Under any cir^ 
cumstancea, it would give him the 
greatest pride, it would give him the 
groatest pleasure'—he might almost 
say, it would afford him satisfaction 
fcheers] to propose tliat Uiast. What 
must be his feelings, then, when r he 
has the gratificatioii of announcing, 
that he lias received her Majesty's 
commands to apply to the Treasurer 
of her Majesty’s Household, for her 


Majesty^s annual donation of 113L in 
aid of the funds of this charity 1'^ This 
announcement (which has beeo regu¬ 
larly made by every diairman, since 
the first foundation of tlie charity, 
forty-two years ago) calls forth the 
most vociferous applause; the toast is 
drunk with a great deal of cheering 
and knocking; and ** God save the 
t^ueen” i* snog by the “professional 
gentlemen;” the uoprofesBlonal gentle¬ 
men joining in the chorus, and giving 
the national anthem an eBcct which 
the newspapers, with great justice, 
describe as ** perfectly electrical." 

The other ** loyal axid patriotic” 
toasts having been drunk witli all due 
eutiiusiafim, a comic song having been 
well sung by the gentleman with the 
small Deckerdiicf, and a sentimental 
one by the second of the party, we 
come to the most important toast of 
the evening —■ “ Prouperity to tlie 
charity*” Here again we are qom- 
pclled to adopt newspaper ]iliraseo« 
Logy, and to express uur regret at 
being "precluded from giving even 
the substance of the noble lord’s obser-^ 
vatioiis*” Suifice it to say, tliat the 
Hpeecli, which is somewhat of the 
longest, IS rapturously j^eceived ; and 
the toast having been drunk, the 
stewards (looking more important 
ctian ever) leave the room, and ]irc^ 
Sentiy return, heading a proeesaiuii of 
indigent orphans, hoy a and girls, who 
walk round the room, curtsey in g, and 
bowing, and treading on each other'a 
heels, and looking very mueb oa if 
tliey would like a glass of wine apiece, 
to the high gratification of the company 
generally, and especially of the lady 
palronc]iec4 in llie gallery, 
children, and re-enter stewards, each 
with a blue plate in his hand* The 
band plays a lively air ; the ma¬ 
jority of tlie ram pony put their liauds 
m their pockets and look rather 
serious ; and the noise of sovereigns^ 
rattling on crockery, is Ueai'd froui all 
parts of tlie room. 

After a short interval, occupied in 
singing and toasting, the secretary 
pm# on hie spectacles, and proceeds to 
read the ropuit and list of aubscrip- 
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the l&tter being listened to with 
HTCMt mttention^ “ Mr* Smithy one 
;?u1n«A—Mr* Tompkliis, one ^incA— 
Mr, Wil^D, on e guinea— Mr* Hi ckson, 
one guinea—Mr NiicoHi one gdinea— 
Mr*Charles Nixon, one guinea— [hear^ 
hear!]—-Mr. Jarrtea Nixonsonoguinea 
—Mr, Thomas Nixon, one pound one 
rti'emendous applause]* Lord Fitz 
Binklop the chairman of the day, in 
addition to aa aDunol donation of 
fifteen pounds—thirty guineas [pro¬ 
longed knocking: seyera] gentlemen 
knock tJie stems off their wiiie-glasHeB, 
ill tlie vehemence of their appro- 
badon]* Lwly Fitz Binkle^in addition 
to an annuo] donation of ten pound— 
twenty pound** fprotraeted Itnoching 
and shouts of “ Bravo !'*] The hat 
being at length concluded, the chair- 
nmn rises and propases tin? health of 
the secretory, than whom he knows 
no more zealous or efatiTUable indi¬ 
vidual. The secretary, m returning 
thanks, observes that hf knotvo no 
moi'O excellent mdividual than the 
chairman—except the senior officer of^ 
the charity, whose health Ai begs to 
propose* The senior ofheer, in relum¬ 


ing thanks, observee that he knowa no 
more worthy man than the secretary 
^—except Mr* Walker, the oudlLor, 
whose health he begs to propewe* Mr, 
Walker, in reinmiug thanks, dlscoyent 
some other fi'-timable individual, to 
whO'TQ alone the senior ofBcer ia in- 
fenor—-and so they go on to&eting and 
lauding and thanking % the only other 
CoBsi qf importance being ^ The Lady 
Patronessea row present 1 ** on which 
all the gentfemen turn their faces 
towards the ladies* gallery, shouting 
trsmendouely j and little priggish men^ 
who have imbibed more wine tlion 
vsual, kiss their bands and exhibit 
distressing contortions of visage. 

We have protracted our dinner to 
so givsat a length, that wv have li^ardly 
time to add one word by way of grace* 
Wa can only entreat oiir readers not 
to imagine, because we have attempted 
to extract some atnusemeut frr^^irt a 
charily dinner^ that wc are at all dis- 
po$ed to underrate, either the exesL 
lence of the benevolent institutions 
witli which London abounds, or the 
efltimatde motived of lllose who 3 u^>* 
port them* 
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Trr first of May ! There b A merry 
freehness in the eouiidi calling to 
our minds a tlipu^nd titougbU of 
&I1 thAt \» pleasant ai^d beautiful in 
nature} in her most delightful form. 
Wiiot man is tliere, over whose mind 
a bright spring tnoming does not 
exercise a magic influence—carrying 
liinn back to tlie davs of his cliildiah 
sports^ wid conjuring up before him 
the old green field with its gently- 
waving treeii} where the birds sang aa 
he has never hejurd them ainee“where 
the btitterfly fluttered far more gaily 
than he ever seen him now, in all hia 
ramblings — where the sky seemed 
bluerj and the smn shone more brightly 
^where the air h|ew more freshly 
over greener graas, and sweeter-smell¬ 
ing flowers—where every tiling wore 
a richer and more brilliant hue tiian 
it ia ever dressed in now ! Such are 
the deep feelings of childhood,^ and 
such are the impressions which every 
lovely object stamps upon its heart I 
The hardy traveller waiidera through 
the maze of thick and pathless w^oodS} 
where the sun^a rays never shone, and 
heaven's pure air never played ; he 
staiida on the brink of tlie roaring 
waterfall, and, giddy and bewildered, 
watches the foainiug ma&a aa it kape 
from stone to stone, and from cnig to 
crag; he lingers in the fertile pluins 
of a Land of perpetual Bunahino, and 
revels in the luxury of their balmy 
breath. But what are the deep forcBte, 
or the thunderiiig water a, or the richest 
landscapes that ^unteoiiB nature ever 
spread, to charm tlie eyes, anr' cap* 
tivaie the senses of mmi} compared 
with the recnilection of the old scenes 
of his early youth 1 Magic scenes 
itideed | for the fancies of childhood 


drepged them in colours brighter than 
the rainbow, and almost as fleeting I 
la former times, spring brought 
with it not only such associations as 
these, connected with the past, but 
sports and games fur the present— 
merry dances round rustic piLlars, 
adorned with emblems of the eeasoQ, 
and reared in honour of its comings 
Where are they now I Pillars wb 
have, but they are no longer ruatic 
ones I and as to dancers, they are 
used to rooms, and lights, and would 
Bot ahow well in the open air. Think 
of the immorality, too I What would 
your sabbath endiuaiasts say, tg an 
aristocratio ring encircling tim Duko 
of York’s column in CarUon-terracc-^ 
H grand pomsette of tJic middle classes, 
rouml Alderman, Waithman's monu¬ 
ment in FlceUstrect,—or a gen oral 
hands-four-round of ten-pound house¬ 
holders, at the foot of the Obelisk in 
St. GeorgeVfields! Alas I romaoco 
can make ne head against the riot act; 
and pastoral simplicity Is not uuder- 
stood by the policep 

Well ; majiy years ago we began to 
be a steady and matter-of-fact sort of 
people, and dancing in spring being 
beneath our dignity, we gave it up, 
and in course of time it descended to 
tbs sweeps—a fall certainly, because, 
though sweeps are very go^ fellows 
in their way, and moreover very use¬ 
ful iu a civilised community, they are 
not exactly the sort of people to give 
the tone to the little elegances of 
society. The sweeps^ however, got 
the dancing to themselves, and they 
kept It itp^ aud handed it down. This 
was a severe blow to the romance of 
spliDg-time, but, it did not entirely 
destroy it, either; for a portlou of it 
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dw^ndcd to the iweep* with the j chiTrmey, •* that he believed he been 
daiiclri;,^ mid lendered tliem objeete of b^jrn in the vurki«f but he’d never 


i:rebt mtereet. A mjBtei'y hurij; over 
the swee|>fl in those Legends 

were in eitieteiioe of weiiitliy geiitle- 
uien who had lost children, sod wlio, 
alter many years of sorrow and eufTor- 
iiig, had found tliem in tl^e cliAiHFCter 
of sweeps. Stories weve related of a 
young t^y W'ho, having been stolen 
from bis parcnta in Ilia infancy^ and 
devoted to the oceupalion of elumney' 
sweeping, was seiit^ in the course of 
his profeeeifmal career, to sweep tiie 
chimney of his mother's bedroom ; 
and how, being liot and tired wdien he ' 
came out of the chimney^ he got Into 
llie bed he iiad so often slept in as an 
infantt and wa$ discovered and recog- ' 
nised therein by hia mother, who once : 
every year of her life, thereafter, 
request^ the pleasure of the company i 
of every London sweep, at half-past 
oDeo^cIockjto roast bcef,pJuia'puUdiDg, 
porter, and sixpence. 

Such atoricfi an ttieae, and there j 
Were many ouch, threw an air of 
mystery round tlie sweeps, and pro^ 
duced for them some of those good 
elfects which animats derive from the 
docirino of the transmigration of Sfjuls^ 
No one, (except Uic masterB), ^looght 
of rll-treating a liweep, becauju^ no one i 
kiu'W who he might he, or wliut noble-1 
man’s or gpiukiiian’a son he might | 

- Chiniury. sweeping was, by ' 

many believers in the ii^arvelhius,coii* j 
eidi red as a sort of ju'oLationary term, I 
at an earlier at later period of which,' 
diners young noblemen were to come | 
iiiio pLissest»ioh of their rank and 
tit'es : and tlie profeHaioit was held by 
tlu-m in great respect accordingly^ 

We remember, in our young days, 
a little sweep abnut our own ago, with 
curly hair liiid white teeth, whom we 
devoutly and sihcerely believed to be 
the lust eon a^d heir of oome itluB- 
irioufi peraoiiage— an impreH^iou which 
was re^mlved into an unchangeable 
conviction oti our infant mind, by the 
enhject of our Bpeeulatiuns infomiiug 
us, ODO day, hi reply to oti r question, 
propounds a few' momentfl before hia 
aac^t to the auuimic of tho kitchen 


know’d his father* We fdtcertainp 
frocD tliat time forth, that lie would 
one day b« owned by a lord * aud 
we never heard the churdi-hella ring, 
or saw a flag heiated in the neighbour¬ 
hood, witliout thinking that the happy 
event had at last occurred, and that 
fa la long'hiEt parent lisd arrived in a 
c<iJic1i and six, to take him home to 
Gresvenor-square* He never came, 
however ; and, at the pri^t^nt inoiacnf^ 
the young gentleman lii question is 
settled down as a nniiAter sweep lu the 
neigh bon rhood of Battle-bridge, his 
distinguishing characterirtuca being a 
decided antipathy to waithing himself, 
and tlie pos^tcbsioii of a pair of legs 
very inadequate to tlie support of his 
Unwieldy and corpulent bixly. 

The romance of spniig having gone 
out before our time, wo were fain to 
console ourselves as we best could with 
the uncertainty that enveloped the 
birth and parerLtago of its attendant 
dancers, the sweeps ; and we did 
console ourselves witii it, for many 
years. But, even this wretched! source 
of corufurt received a shock, from 
which it has never recovered — a 
shock, which has been, in reality, its 
death-blow^ We could not disguise 
from ouTBcIves die fact that whole 
families of e woe pc were regularly 
born of sweeps, in the rural dieiricts 
of ±:>[»uiera Town and Camden Tow'n 
—that the oldest son succeeded to the 
father's business, that the other 
braiiches aiiaji^ted him therein, j^ad 
commenced on their own accomit ; 
that their cliildrcu again, were edu¬ 
cated to tlie profee^TDti} and that 
about their identity there could be nn 
mistake whatever, Wt could not he 
blind, we Bay, to this melancholy trutli, 
but we Could uot bring ourselves to 
admit it, Devertheless, and we lived 
on fur eotue years iu a etate of volun¬ 
tary ignoraiico. Wo were rouHed 
from "lur pleasant el umber by oert^ji 
dark insitiuutiona thrown out by a 
friend of ours, to the eHect that children 
in the lower ranks of life were begins 
niug to cfuitM chimucy-Bweepiug oa 
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their particular walk i that appll^tiona 
had ][^n made hy various Iwys to the 
constituted autliorjties^ to allow them 
to pursue the object of their ambition 
with tile full concurrence and eauction 
of the law ; tiiat the aiTair, in short. 
Woe becominjr one pf mere legal con¬ 
tract. We turned a deaf ear to these 
rumours at firsts but slowly and purely 
tiiey stoic upon ua. Month after 
mouthy week after weekj nay, day 
alter Uayf at hist,i did we meet with 
accounts of similar applications. The 
veil was removed^ all mystery was at 
an end, and chimney-sweeping had 
beconio a favourite and chcfseii pursuit. 
There is do longer any occasion to 
steal boys; for boys flock in crowds to 
bind themselves. The ivvmance of tJie 
trade has fled, and tiie chimney¬ 
sweeper of the present day, iano more 
like unto him oL tiilrty years ago, 
tlian iH a Fleet-street piekpoeket to a 
Spanish brigand, uT Paul Fry to Caleb 
Williams. 

This gradual decay and disuae of 
the practice of leading uoble youths 
into captivity, and compelling them 
to aflcend chimneys, wab a severe blow, 
if wc may ao a[ieak, to tJie romance 
of chlumey-awceping^ and to die 
romance of spring at the same time. 
But even thia wab not all, for boiiid 
lew years ago the dancing on May* 
day began to dcciino; amall sweeps 
were observed to cohgi'egate in twea 
or threes, unsupported by a « green,'* 
witli no ^ My Lord ** to act as master 
of the corcmoiiies, and im ^VMy Lady 
to preside over tiia exchequer. Even 
in coinpauieq wlicrc there was a 
^green** it wan an absolute nothing^— 
a mere aproui—and Uie instrumental 
accotnpaidmenU mrely extended be-^ 
youd tiie shovelu and a set cf Pan¬ 
pipe*, better known to the many, as a 
** mouth-organ." 

These were signs of the timesj pot^ 
tentous omens of a coming chan;;e i 
and what was the result wiijcli tlicy 
flhadowed forth f Why, the piaster 
ftweopt, [iifluenccd by a refitlcBB spirit 
of iunovatioii, actually interposed their 
authority, ill opposition to the dan cing, 
and subsuuited a dinner—an auniver* 


aary dinner at Wliite Conduit House 
—where clean faces appeared lu hen 
of blaiik ones smeared with rose piuk ; 
and knee cords and tope. eupei-BedtHi 
nankeen drawers and rosetled shocn, 

Gentlemea who were in tlie hribit 
of lidiiig shy horses; and stcaoj- 
going people, who have no viigiaiicy in 
their souls, lauded this aUeration u> 
tile skies, and the conduct of the 
master sweeps was described as beyoed 
the reach of praise. But how stav^dH: 
the real fact! Let any man deny, if 
he can, that when the cloth had been 
removed, fresh puts and pipes bill 
upon the tuble,. and tlie cue^tomary 
Icyal and putrintic toasts prnposeti, 
tiio celebrated Mr. SIuHen, of Adam- 
and-Eve-court, whose authority not 
the meat maliguant of our opponents 
con call in question, expressed hira- 
eelf in a manner following; “That 
now he M cotcht the clieeriuiin*s hi, hs 
vished he might be jolly veil blessed, 
if he worD*t a goin* to have hie innings, 
vich he vould say tiiese Liere obscrwa- 
shuiiH^— tiiat how some mischeevua 
coves as know'd nuthti about tlie con* 
sani, had tned to ait people agin the 
mas’r swipe, and take the shine out o* 

I their bishies, and the bread out the 
' traps 0* their prcblms kida, by a makin’ 
o' tins here remark, && ckiuiblica 
j could be sa veil svc])! by *shtsencry iis 
by boys; and that the maldn* use o* 
boys lor tiiat there purpujut vos baba* 
reruns ; vcrcus, he 'qd been a chuTPmy 
—lie begged the clieerman*s pai\ling 
for nsui* such a wulgar liexprcesion-- 
more nor thirty year—he ndglit say 
he *d been born in a chimbley—ana 
he know'd uncommon veil as 'sheen- 
cry vos vus nor o' no use : and as to 
kerhewelty to the boys, every body in 
the chimbley line know*d as veil as he 
did, that they Liked the clinihiti' better 
nor utiihji as viva," From this day, wo 
datuthe total fall of the last lingering 
remnant of May-day dancing, among 
the iiite of the profession ; and froiu 
this period we conimcnce a new era 
in that parti an of aur spring osbocu 
albns, which relates to the J at of May. 

We are aware tliat the unthinking 
part of the pupulatiun will meet ua 
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With th« iu;3ertl<ni» tlt&t dancing 
on Ma^’day adlL Gontiuuefl«that 
^greena” are atinually aeen to rdl 
nlong the atteeU^tliat youthu in the 
garb of clowna, precede tfiem^ 
vent to the ebuUitiona of their sportive 
f&nciee ; and tiiat lords and ladies 
follow in their wake 

Granted* We are ready to acknow¬ 
ledge that in outward Bhow^ these pro- 
coBsions have greatiy improved ; we 
do not deny the iJiti'^uctioD of soLoe 
on the drum j we will even go so far 
as to admit an occasional fautLsia on 
the triangle, but here our admissions 
end- We positively deny that tJie 
sweeps have art or part in these pro¬ 
ceedings. We ditftincUy charge the 
duBtmeu with throwing what they 
ought to dear away, into the eyes of 
the public. We accuse ecavengers, 
brick makers, and gentlemen who de¬ 
vote their energies to the Gf>ster- 
mongering line, wUta obtaining mouey 
once a^year, under false pretenceo. 
We cling with peculiar fondness to 
tlie custom of days gone by, and have 
shut out conviction as long as we 
could, but it has iorced itaeU upon ue i 
and we now proclaim to a deluded 
public, that ilie May-day dancers are 
^iot sweepa. The size of them, alone, 
iH aufHcient to repudiate tile idea. Jt 
is a notorious fact tJiac tJie widely- 
spread taste for register-stoves has 
materially increased tlie demand for 
small boys; whereas the uien, who, 
under a lictiliouR cliaracter, dance 
about the streets on tho hrstof May 
nowadays, would be a tight fit in a 
kitchen due, to say nothing of the 
parlour* This is strong presumptive 
evidence, but we hare positive proof 
'—^the evidence of our own senses* 
And here is our tcstittiony* 

iJpod the morning of the second of 
the merry month of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and thirty-Bix, we went out for a 
stroll, with a kind of foriom hope of, 
seeing something or other which, 
might induce ub to believe that it 
woB really spring, and not Thristmaa. 
After wandering as far as Copenhagen 
House, without meeting any tiring 


Calculated to dispel our impreiiflioa 
that there was a mistake in tlie alma* 
uackS) we turned back down Maiden- 
lane, with the intention O'f paosing 
through the extensive colony lying 
between it and Battle-bridge, which is 
inhabited by proprietors of donkey- 
carts, boilers of horseflesh, makeiiB 
of tiles, and sifters of cinders ; 
through which colony we should have 
i passed, without stoppage or interrupt 
tion, if B little crowd gathered round 
a shed bad not attracted our attention, 
and induced us to pause* 

When we say a “ shed,” we do not 
mean the conscn'atoiy sort of build* 
ing, which, according tn the old song, 

I/>ve tenanted when he was a young 
man, but a wooden house with windows 
stufled with rngfh and paper, and a 
small yard at the side, with one dust¬ 
cart, two baskets* a few shovels, and 
little heaps of cinders, and frBgments 
of diina and tilee, scattered about It* 
Before this inviting spot we paused ; 
and the longer we looked, the more 
we wondered wliiat exciting eircum- 
Stance it could be, that itiduoe^l Iho 
foremost members of the crowd to 
flatten tlieir uuees against the parlour 
window, in the vain lujpe of catching 4 
glimpse of what was going on inside. 
After staring vacautly about va for 
some minutes, we appealed, toudiing 
the cause of this assemblage, to a gen¬ 
tleman 111 a suit of tarpauHng, who 
WAS Bmoking liis pipe on our right 
baud; but as the only answer we 
obtained was a pUyful iutjuiiy whether 
our mother bad di^pitsed of livr 
mangle, wc determined to await the 

Lseue in silenc«. 

Judge of our virtuoua indjgriktiou, 
when the Etreetdoor of the ehed 
opened, and a party cmei^ed thcre^ 
from, clad in tlie costume and emu¬ 
lating the appearance, of May-day 
sweeps 1 

The first person who appeared was 

my Lord,” habited hi a blue coat and 
brighk buttons, with gilt paper tacked 
over die eeams, yellow knee-breeches, 
pink cotton stockings, and ehoCB; a 
cocked bat, orn^ented witli shreds 
of vBiiouacoloured paper, on his head. 
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ft houqufi^ tlic Hiz© of ft prize cftuli- 
flower in hia button-hole, ft loo^ Bel¬ 
cher hftndkcrctuof in bin ri^^ht hand, 
and A chin cane in his Left. A murmur 
of applauae ran through the crowd 
(which waa chiefly composed of hie 
loi'dship'ft personal friende)j when this 
graceful figure made his appearance, 
wliich Bwelled into a buret of applause 
&a ilia fair partner in the dftDCe 
bounded forth to join him. Her lady- 
ahip was attired in pinic crape over 
bed-fumiturCj with ft low body and 
short sleeves. The symmetry of her 
anklet was pftrtialLy concealed by a 
very perceptible pair of frilled trou¬ 
sers j Add the incDUveuienee which 
might have resulted from the circum- 
etaoce of her wliite satin shoes being a i 
few sizes too Large, was obviated by 
their boing firmly attached to her legs 
with etrocg taps sandals. 

Her head was ornamented with a 
profusion of artificiaL flowers; and ! 
in her hand she bore a lar^e brass 
ladle, wherein to receive wtiaC she 
flgurativdy denominated “tli« tin.^^ 
The oilier characters were a young 
gentleman in girl'a clothes and a 
widow> cap ; two clowns who walked 
upon their hands In. ths mud, to tLio 
immea&urftble delight of all die speo 


tfttors ; a man with a dntm ; another 
man with a flageolet; ft dirty woman 
in a large shawl, with a boii under her 
arm for the money,—Aud last, though 
not least, the ^ green,RJiimated by 
bo less a personage than our identicfti 
friend iu the tarpauUng suit. 

The man hauimered away at the 
drum, the fiagoolet squeaked, the ahov- 
ela rattled, tlie ** green ” rolled about, 
pitching firat on one eide and then ou 
the other; my lady threw her light 
foot over her left ftnlclo, and her left 
foot over her right BJikle, Alternately ; 
my lord ran a few paces forward, 
and butted ftt the ** green,” and then 
a few paces backward upon the toes 
of the crowd, and then went to the 
right, and then |o the left, and then 
d^ged my lady round the green 
and Anally drew her arm through hi A, 
and called upon the boys to shout, 
which they did lustily—for this was 
the dancirg- 

We piia^ the aamo group, acci-- 
dentally, in the evening. Wo never 
Bftw a “green” so drank, a lord so 
quarrelsome (no: not even in the 
boiifio of pecra alter dinner), a pair 
of clowns so Tnclanclioly, a lady bq 
muddy, or a party so miserikblie. 

How has May-day decayed I 
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CHAPTER XXL 

PAOKKBs' AND MAftlldB-ftTOBE 


WuEif we aflintL thkt bi^kera^ shops 
ftre Strang places^ atid that if an 
anthentiG history of their contenta 
could bo peocur^^ it w<iuld faruiBh 
many a pa^o of amusemeat, and tnany 
a melancholy tale, it is neceseaTy to 
eKplaiu the class of ahops to which we 
allude. Perhaps when we make me of 
the terra “ Brokers* Shop ” the minds 
of our readers will at once picture 
larf^, handsome warehouses^exh i h! ling 
a long perspective of French-poliahed 
ditaiitg-tables, ruse wood chiffoniers, and 
mahogany wash-hand-stands, with an 
occasional vista of afour-po£t bedstead 
and hH'inginga,and an appropriate fore- 
ground of d ining-room chairs* Perhaps 
they will imagine diat we mean an 
bumUle claea of second-himd furniture 
repositories^ Tlieir Imagination will 
then naturally lead them to that street 
at the back of Long-acre, which is 
composed almost entirely of brokers* 
shops; wliere you walk through groves 
of decoitl'ul, Bhowy-loolting furniture, 
and where tiio prospect is occsslonaily 
enlivened by a bright rod, blue, and 
yellow hearth-rug, embelli^ed with 
the pleasing device of a mail-coach at 
full speed, or a strange animal, sup¬ 
posed to have been originally intended 
for a dogi with a mass of worsted-work 
in his mouth, which conjecture has 
likened to a b^ket of dowers* 

This, by the by, is a tempting article 
to young wives in the humbler ranks 
of life, who have a first-floor front 
to furniah—they are lost in admira¬ 
tion, and hardly know which to arlmire 
moat. The dog is very beautiJuL but 
they have a dog already on the best 
tea-tray, and tWit more on the manteJ- 
pieoe. Tlien, there is something so 
genteel about that niaiUcoach; and the 
passengers outside (wha are all hat) 
give It such an air of reality I 

The goods here are adapted to the 
taste, or rather to tha meaoa, of cheap 


purchasers* There ara some of the 
most beautiful loading Pembroke tables 
that were ever beheld : the wckmI as 
green as tiie txeea in the Park, and the 
leaves almost as certain to fall off m 
the course of a yeal^ There is also a 
most extensive atsurtment of lent and 
tum-up bedsteads, made of etaiued 
wood ; and inTiumerable specimens of 
that baae impositlou on sacioty—a sofa 
bedstead. 

A tum-up bedstead is a blunt, 
honest piece of furnitui'e ; it may 
be slightly dii^gutsed with a aham 
drawer ; and sofnetimes a mad at^ 
tempt is eveu made to pass it off for a 
bookcase ^ ornament it as you ivilL 
however, the turn-up bedste^ seems 
tu defy disguise, arid to insist on having 
it distinctly under stood that he is a 
tum-up bedstead, and nothing else— 
that he is indispensably tiecoBaary^nnd 
that being so useful, he dlsdaina tu be 
ornamental* 

How different is the demeauour of a 
Bofa bsdfltcad t Ashamed of its real 
use, it atrives to appear an article of 
luxury and gentility—an attempt in 
wliieli it miserably fails. It hue neither 
the reapeetabillty of a sofa, nor the vir¬ 
tues of a bed ; every man who keeps a 
«ofa bedstead in his house, bacomes a 
party to a wilful and desigiAig fraud 
—we qucBtioD whether you could losult 
him more, than by inRinuatiTig that you 
entertain the least suspicion of its real 
use. 

To return from this digression, we 
beg to Bay, that ueitiiitr of tiieee eiasBCH 
of brokers' shops, forma the euhjeet of 
this eketch. The ehopa tu which we 
advert, are immeasurably inferior to 
those on whose outward appearance 
we hav/) slightly touched. Our readers 
must often have observed in some by¬ 
street, in a poor neighbourhood, a amail 
dirty shop, exposing for sale the moat 
extract dtuory and confiued jomblo of 
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old, wom-out, wretched Article^ that 
can well be imagined. Our wonder at 
their ever having been bought^ La only 
to be equalled by our Mtoiiiahnnent at 
the idea of tbeir ever being sold again^ 
On a board, at the aide of tlie door, are 
placed about twenty boots-—ah odd 
vcdumea ; and a$ many wine-giaase#— 
all different patterns; eeveml Joetta, an 
old earthenware pan, full of rusty keya; 
two or three gaudy chimney-Qmamenta 
—■cracked, ol eouree; the rernama of a 
I ustre, with ou t any drops; a round frame 
|jko a capital Q, which baa once held a 
mirror ; a flute, complete with the ex¬ 
ception of the middle joint; a pair of 
curling-irone ; and a tinder-box. In 
front of the ah op-window, are ranged 
some half-dozen high-backed chairo, 
with npitial complmutBand waited legej 
a corner cupboard ; two or three very 
liark rimhi^gany tables witti flaps like 
matliematical problems ; some pickle- 
jars, some surgeOiia^ ditto, with gilt 
labels and without stoppers ; an un^ 
framed portrait of some lady who 
flourished about the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, by an artist who 
never flourished at all; an incalculable 
host of zniscel lanien of every description, 
in eluding bottle^ and cabinet^, raga and 
bones, fenders nnd street-door knock¬ 
ers, flre-ironSj, weaiHng-apparc) and 
bedding, a bfdl-Jamp^and a room-door. 
Imagine, in addition to this incongruous 
mass, a black doU in a white frock, 
witli two faccfl^“Onc looking up the 
street, and the other looking down, 
Swinging over the door ; a board with 
tlie squeezed-up inFi'riptiou " Dealer ia 
marine stores,^^ in lanky white letters, 
whose height is strangely out of proptir- ! 
lion io their width; and you have before 
you precisely tlie kind of shop lo which 
we wish to direct your attention. 

Although the same helerogcncotis 
mixture of things will be fuund at all 
these placea,it is curious to observe bow 
truly and accurately «ome of (he minor' 
articles wliieh are exposed for sale— 
articles of wearing-apparel, forTnatarice 
—mark the character of the neigh¬ 
bourhood. Take Drury-lane and Co¬ 
ven i-ga^pu for example. 

This is tsaejidally a theatrical neigh- 


bonrhood. There is not a potboy tu 
the vicinity who is not, to a greater 
or less cxtCDt, a dramatic character. 
The errand-boys and diaiidbris-abop- 
kcopere’ sons, are all atagc-struck ; 
they get upplays in back kitchens 
hir^ tor tlic purpose, and will stand 
before a ehop-window for hours^ con¬ 
templating a great staring portrait of 
Mr., somebody or otlier, of the Royal 
Coburg Theatre, ^as he appeared in 
(he character of Tongo the Dojiouucecl.'' 
The consequence is, that there is not a 
mariae-stove shop in the ueighbour- 
hood, which does not exhibic for baIc 
some faded articles of dramatic finely, 
such aa three or four paira of soiled 
buff boots with turn-over red topfl, 
heretofore worn by a ** fourth robber,” 
or “ fifth mob;’^ a parr of rusty broad¬ 
swords, a few gauntlcta, and certain 
resplendent ornamentSt which, if they 
were yellow instead of white^ might he 
taken for insurance plates of tlic Sun 
Fire-office, There are several of these 
riiops in the narrow streets and dirty 
cDurta, of which there are so many 
near the national theatres, and they all 
have tempting goods of thia de^rip- 
tion, with the addition, perhaps, of a 
lady^s pink dress covered with apauglcs; 
wJiite wreaths,fitage^hoes, and a tiara 
like a tin lamp reflector. They have 
been purchas^ of some wretched 
supernumerarieti, or sixth-rate actorri, 
and are now oflered for the benefit of 
the rising genera tion, wlio, on condition 
of making cei’tain weekly payments, 
amounting in the whole to ai^ut ten 
times their value, may avail them^ 

selves of such desirable bargains. 

Let us take a very different quarter, 
and apply it to tlie eamu tci^t. Look at 
a mainne-stoi’e dealer's, ia that reser¬ 
voir of dirt, druitkcnnesfl, and drabs : 
thieves, Oysters, baked pot&toeji^, ajtd 
pickled aalmon — Bateliffdughway, 
Here, the wearing-apparel is all naii- 
ticaL Bough blue jacketa,with mother- 
of-pearl buttons, oil-okia hats, coarse 
checked shirts, and large canvaa 
troui^Ts that look as if tliey were 
made for a pair of bodies lustead of 
a parr of legs, are the staple commo¬ 
dities. Then, tli ure are large bu&cbes uf 
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cotton pockct-hsjndkcirchiefaj in colour 
and pattern unlike any, one cTer eaw 
before, with tbo c Keep ties of those on 
the b^ka of the three young lad leg 
ivithout bouneta ^ho paaa^ jnet 
now, Tlie furniture is much the aame 
aa elgowhere, with the addition of one 
ur two iTiodela of shipe, and Bome old 
prints of naval eiigagemenU in atilt 
older frjimiT*. In the window, are a 
few coinpasHe^H afnntl tray containing 
silver watchcfl in clumsy thick cases; 
and tohacci]-boxes, die lid ofeachorna^ 
merited with a ship, or an anchor, or 
some such trophy, A sailor generally 
pawns or sells all lie has before he has 
been long ashore, and if he does not, 
some favoured compaDion kindly saves 
Liim the trouble, la either case, it is 
an even chance that he afterwards 
uneonsciousLy repurchases the same 
things atn Jiigher price thau he gave 
for them at first 

Again t pay a vieit with a similar 
object, to a part of London, as unlike 
both of these os they are to each other. 
Cross Over to the !5urrcy aide, and look 
at each shops of this description as are 
to be found near the King’s Bench 
prison, and in “ the Kules.^’ How dif¬ 
ferent, and how strikingly illustrative 
of the decay of eome of the unfortunate 
residents in this part of the metropolis J 
Impriaoimiejii and neglect have done 
their work. There is contain Lnatiou in 


' tfie profligate denizens of a debtor's 
I prison! ola friends have fallen off! the 
j recollection of former proeperity has 
: passed away ; and with it all thoughts 
i fur the past, all care for the future^ 
First, watdies and rings, tlien cloaks, 
coate, and all tlie inon;! eX]>uiituve 
articles of dress, have found their way 
i to the pawnbroker'^s* That tniseTaliJe 
resource has failed at last, and the sale 
of some trifling article at one of these 
shops, has beea the only mode left uf 
raising a shilling or two> to meet the 
urgent deruanda of Uie mumeut. 
DreRsing-eascs and writing-desks, too 
old to pawn but too goed to keep ; 
guns, tishiBg-rods^mustcal iustniments, 
all iu the same condition ; have hrst 
beeu sold, and the sacrifice liaa been 
but slightly felt. But, hunger must be 
allayed, aud what has already become 
a habit, is easily resorted to, when an 
emergeiiey arises- Light articles of 
clothing, first of the ruiued man, tlien 
of bis wife, at last of their children, 
even of the youngest, have been parted 
with, pi ecemeal. There tlley are, tb rown 
careleshly together until a purcliascr 
presents himself, old, and patched and 
repaired, it is true ^ but tJiemake and 
tiiaterials tell of better days ; and tho 
older they are^ the greater the misery 
and deatitution of those whom they 
once adorned. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

<}JIV-SHOP9. 


It 10 a remarkable rircumstanee, that 
different trades appear Co partake of 
the disease to which elephauta and 
dogs are eapeciallj Uable^ add to run 
stark^atariiigT raving luad^peiitidicalljr^ 
The great distinction between the 
an! mala and the trades^ that the 
former tun road with a certain degr^ 
of proprietj*^tliej' are very refpilar in 
their irregularities. We ktiuw the 
period at which the eniergeiicy will 
ari^e^ and provide a;;ailist It accord- 
iiigly^ If an eJephatit run mad, we are 
alli^ady for liiui—kill or cuix;—pills or 
bullets-—calomel ia conserve of rooes^ 
or lead in a muaket^ barrel h. If a dog 
happen to look unpkanaiitly warm in 
tlie summer montU»^ and Pi trot about 
the shady side of the streePi with a 
quarter of a yard of tongue hanging 
Out of hie moii1^,a. thick leather mu ;t£ie, 
which has been previously prepared in 
compJiiinoe with the tlioughtful Jujuiie- 
tiods of the Legialature, is instantly 
clapped over Ilia head, by way of making 
UinioouleTjand he either looks remark- 
ably unhappy lor the next six weeks^ or 
becomes legally iiisaue^ and goes mad^ 
as it werSj by oet of Parliament, But 
these trades ai‘eas eccentric as comets; 
nay* worse, for no one can calculate on 
the recurrence of tlie strange appear^ 
onces which betoken the discosci 
Moreover, the contagion is general, 
and the quickness with which it diffuses 
itaelf, almost incredible. 

We will cite two or three caees in 
illustration of onr meaning. Six or 
eight years ago, the epidemic began to 
display itseif among the llneu-drapeia 
and haberdashers. The primary symp¬ 
toms were an inordinate love of plate* 
glow, and a passion for goa-iights aud 
gilding. The diiscaae gradually pro¬ 
gressed, and at last attained a fbarfuL 
height. Quiet dusty old shops m dif¬ 
ferent parts of town, were pulLed duwu; 
spadouB premuiefl with stuccoed fronts 


and gold letters, were erected instead* 
floors, were covered with Turkey car¬ 
pets ; roof^ supported by massive 
pillars ; doors, knocked into windows; 
a dozen squares of glass into one; on« 
shopman into a dosen, and there isuo 
knowing what would have been docie, 
if it had not been fortunately disco* 
vered, jus^t in time, tliat tlie Cammi!^- 
sioners of Bankrupt were as competent 
to decide such cases as the CommiH- 
sioners of Lunacy, and tliat a little 
cunfinemeut and gentle examiDation 
did wonders. Tiic disease abated^ It 
diwl away. A year or two of oom- 
paiati v« ti'an qu il I i ty en sued. Suddeu ly 
it burst out again utnong the clieirusts; 
tire eyroptoms were tlie saniCi with the 
addition of a strong desire to slick the 
royal arms over tUo shop-door, and a 
great rage for mahogany, varnish, and 
expensive floor-cloth. Tlien,the hosiers 
were infected, and began ta pull down 
their shop-fronts with irantic recklcs'^'- 
tic«9> The mania aguiu died away,and 
the public began to congratulate ihem- 
sclvca on its entire disHppearoiicCj 
when it burst fortlt wirh ten-fold vio¬ 
lence among tile publicans, and keepers 
of ** wine-vaulta.^^ Fiviin that momeut 
it has spread among tlicm with unpre¬ 
cedented rapidity, exhibiting a con* 
catenation of ail the previous sym ptoms; 
onward it has rushed to every part 
of town, knocking down all tho old 
publie-houees, and depORiting splendid 
mansions, stone balustrades, rosewood 
fittings, i mmonse iam pe, and il Luminated 
clocks, at the corner of every street 
The exttjj&iiire scale on whidt these 
places ore established, and the ostenta¬ 
tious manner in which the bueiness of 
even the emaUest among them ia 
divided into brandies, is amusing. A 
handsome plate of ground glass fnone 
door directs you “To the Counting* 
house anotlier to tiie “ Bottle Deport- 
meut i a third to the “ Wholesale 
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BepMrtmpnt Afotn'ih^to “The Wine 
IWmeiiAjie and en forth, until we 
are ia daily expectntion of Tneetinj^ 
with a ** BriLDdy Bell,*' ora “ WJiiakey 
Entrance."* Then, ingenuity is ex- 
liausted in devising attractive titles for 
the different descriptions of gin ; and 
the di'ain-driiiking prtrtion of the com¬ 
munity as they gaze upon the gigantic 
biack and white announcements^ which 
are only to be equalled in size by the 
figures beneath them, are left in a state 
of pleasing hesitation betweei ** The 
Cream of the Valley,'* "The Out and 
Out,*’ “ The No Mistake,” “The Good 
for Mixing/* “The real Knock-tne- 
down,” “ The celebrated Butter Gm/* 
" The regular Flare-up,” and a dozen 
other, equally invidng and wholesome ! 

Although places of this 
description are to be met with in every 
second street, they are invariably 
numeroua and splendid in precise pro¬ 
portion to the dirt and poverty of the 
E^uiTounding neighbourhood* The gin- 
hhopfi in and near lJrtiry-laiie,Holbom, 
St, Giles’^s, Covent-garden, and Gare- 
niarket,ai'e the hand^^mest in London* 
There is more of filtli and squalid 

misery near those great tliorDUghfares 
tlia4i in any part of tliis mighty city* 

We will endeavour to sketch the bar 
of 6 large gin shop, and its ordinary 
customers, for the edification of such 
of our readers as may not liave had 
opportuniticB of observing such scenes; 
and on tlio chance of finding one well 
suited to our purpose, we will make 
for Diury-lane, through the narrow 
streets and dirty courts which divide 
it from Oxford-atreet,* and that clas¬ 
sical spot adjoining the brewery at 
the bottom of TottenbaTn-oourt-road!, 
best known to the initiated aa the 
“ Uookeiy,** 

The filthy and miserable appearance 
of this part of London can hardly be 
imagined by those {and there are many 
such) who have not witnessed it. j 
Wretched bouses with broken witidowa 
patched with raga and paper: every; 
room let out to a different family,; 
and in many instances to two or even , 
three—fruit and “ sweet-stuff” manu-i 
facturen in the cellars, barbers and 


red-herring venders ia tbs front por^ 
lours, cobblers in the back: a bird* 
fancier in tlie first floor, thr^ 
famines on the aecond, starvation in 
the attics, Irishmen in tlie passage, a 
“tnuaician ** in the front kiUihen, and 
a charwoman and five hungry children 
in the back one—filth everywhere— 

' a gutter before the houses and a 
drain behind—clothes drying and slops 
emptyings from the wIndoWB; girla of 
fourteeu or fifteen, with matted hair, 
walking about barefoot, and in white 
great-coats, almost tlieir only covering; 
boys of all ages, in coats of all sizes 
and no coats at all ; men and women, 
in every variety of scanty and dirty 
apparel, lounging, acolding, driuklng, 
smoking, squabbling, fighHug, and 
swearing. 

You turn the corner. What a change 1 
All is light and brilliancy. The hum 
of many voices iusues from tliat spleiw 
did gin-shop which fonn* the com- 
mencement of the two streets opposite; 
and the gay building with the tantaa- 
tically ornaTnetited parapet, the itlu- 
mi listed clock, the plate-glass windows 
.^TTOunded by stucco rosettesi, and its 
profusion of gaa-lights in richly-gilt 
buniera, ia perfectly dazzling when 
contracted with the darkne^ and diti 
we have j ust left, Th e interior is even 
^yer than the exterior. A bar of 
French-poliahed mahogany, elegantly 
carved, extends the whole width of the 
place ; and there are two si de-aisles of 
great casks, painted green and gold, 
enclosed within a Light brasa rail, and 
bearing such inecriplions, as “Old 
Tom, 54&i” "Young Tom, 3fi0 
“SamstiOj 1421 **—the figures agree¬ 
ing, we presume, with '* gallons,” 
understand. Beyond the bar is a 
lofty and spaciuos saloon, full of the 
same enticing veasels, witli a gallery 
running round it^ equally well fur¬ 
nished* On the counter/in Addition 
to tiie usual spirit appEUUktns, are two 
or three little bas^keta of cakes and 
biscuBs, which are earefnlly eecored 
at top widi wif^kcr-work, to prevent 
tlicir coiitenis being unlawfully 
ab^iracted. Behind it, are two 
showily'dressed dfimsels with large 
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ne«klac«», dispousing the ep^rite *nd 
" compoundH.” The^ are aeeiAted by 
the OBteii^ible proprietyof the con- 
ccm^ A etnut coarse fellow in a fur 
cap, put on very much on one side to 
give him a knowing air,^ and to dis¬ 
play IkiM eatidy whiskers to the best 
advantage* 

The two old waHherwomen, who are 
seated on the little bench to the left of 
the Ijfijr, are rather overcome by the 
Uead-dreasea and haughty demeanour 
of the young ladies who olhciate* 
They receive their half-<juartern of 
gin and peppermint, with cuuaiderable 
deference, prefacing a request for ** one 
of tliem suit biBcuita,” with a ** Jist 
be good enough, ma'am*” They are 
quite astonished at the impudent air of 
the young fellow in a brown coat and 
bright buttons, who, ushenng in his 
two compamoris, and walking up totl^e 
bar in as carcLcbS a manner aa if he 
liad been used to green and gold orna¬ 
ments all biH life^ winks at one of tiie 
young ladies with singular coolness, 
and calls for a “ kervorten and a 
tlircc^uut-glaEs,” just as if the place 
were his owiu ** Gin for you, sir 1 ” 
says the young lady when slic has 
drawn it: carqtully looking every way 
but the right nue, to hIiuw that the 
wink liad no effect upon Lier, " For 
me, Mary, my dear,'* replies the gen- 
tlcniou m brown* *^My uarne an't 
Maiy as it hap^^ens,” eays the young 
girl, rather relaxing as she delivers 
the change* ^ Well, if it an't^ it 
ought to be/' responds tlie irresist¬ 
ible one; “ all the Maiys as ever 
I see, WAS handsome gsla/^ Here 
tlie young lady, not precinely rerocm- 
beriag how blushea arc managed tu 
,Buch cases, abruptly ends the flirtation 
by addroBi^liig the female in the faded 
feathera wLio has just entered, and 
who, after stating eKpUcitly, to pre¬ 
vent any fiubsequent tnisuuderstand- 
ing, that “ this gentleman pays,” calls 
lor '^a glass of port wine and a bit of 
fltimrj' 

Thoee two old men who CMue in 
“^juat to have a dmin,"^ liniflhod their 
tlilrd quartern a few seconds ago; 
they have made themseLves Cryhig 
Ko. 160 * 


drunk; and the fat comfortable-looking 
elderly women, whn hod ** a glass of 
nun srub” each, having chimed in 
with their complaints on the hardnesn 
of the tlmes^ one of tlie women ha# 
agreed to stand a gloss round, jocularly 
observing that grief never mended 
no broken bones, and as good people's 
wery scarce, what 1 says is, make the 
most on 'em, and tlmt^s all about it!” 
a sentimeut which appears to aflbrd 
tmliniited eatiefactioa to those who 
have nothing to pay* 

It is growing late, and the throng of 
men, women, STid children, wim have 
been constantly going in aiid out, 
dwindles down to two or tliree occa- 
flional stragglers—cold, wretched- 
looking creatures, iu the last stage of 
emaciation and dificase. 'fhe knot of 
Irish lBb<purei*s at the lower end of the 
place, who have been alternately 
shaking hands with, and threatening 
the life of each other, for tlie last UoUTt 
become furious iti their disputes, and 
flndiag it impossible to silence one 
man, who is particularly anxious to 
adjust tile diherence, they resort to 
tlie expedient of knocking him down 
and jumping on him after wards* The 
man in die fur cap, and the potboy 
ruali out f a scene of riot and con¬ 
fusion ensues ; half the Irishmen get 
shut out, and the other half get shut 
in ; the potboy is kucicked among the 
tuba in no time; the Landlord hits 
every body, and every body liita the 
landlord ; the barmaids scream ; the 
police come In ; tlie rc^t is-a coafooed 
mixture of arms, legs, staves, iom 
coats, ehou ti ng, an d atrugglin g, Some 
of the piii'ly are home off to the 
statiou-liuuse, and the remainder sliak 
home to beat their wives for com¬ 
plaining, and kick the clnldren for 
daring to be hungry* 

W# have sketched this subject very 
slightly, not only because our limita 
compel us to du so, but bocaiise, if it 
were pursued farther, it would b« 
paiurul and repulsive W ell-dispaocd 
geDtIeinen, and eharitftble ladies, 
would alike turn with coldness and 
disgiiet from a description of tJio 
druukeu besotted men, and wretched 
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brolten-down miserable women, who 
form no inconsiderable portion of tlie 
frequenters of these haunts; forget¬ 
ting, in the pleasant eonsciousne^a of 
their own rectitude, the poverty of the 
cue, and the temptation of the other. 
Ginidriiiking is a great vice ill England, 
but wretch educes and dir tare a greater ; 
and until you improve tiie homes of 
the poor, or persuade a half.fatnished 
wretch not to seek relief in tile teto- 
porory oblivion of his own migery, | 


with, the pittance wbiebj divined 
among his family^ would furnish a 
Tnorsel of bread for each, gin-ehopa 
will increase in number and epiendour. 
If TemperanceSneicties would suggest 
an antidote against hunger, hlih, and 
foul air, or could eatublihh diapena&ries 
for the gratuitous distribution of 
bottles of Lethe-water, gin-palacee 
would be numbered among tlie things 
that weiie. 


CIIArTER XXIIL 

THE PAWptBIljOltKli’s SUOt»,. 


Dp the numerous recept&eles for 
misery and distress with wbicli the' 
of London unhappily abaund^ 
there arc,, perhaps^ none wUicii, present 
such strikiuig scenes as the pawn¬ 
brokers’ ehops. The very nature and 
deseriptiDii of these places occasions 
their being but little known, except 
to the nufortunate beings whose pro¬ 
fligacy or misfortune drives them to 
seek tire tempr>mry relief tliey offer. 
The subject may appear, at first sight, 
to be any tiling but an inviting one, 
but we venture on it neverthelcsa, lu 
the hope that, as far as the limits of 
OUT present paper ar$ concerned, it 
will present nothing to disgust, even 
the most fastidious reader. 

There are some pawnbixikers* shops 
of a very superior descri]>tlon^ There 
are grades in pawning as in every thing 
ei^t distinclioufl must be oi^rved 
even in poverty. Tile ai^istocratic 
Spanish cleak and tbe plebeian calico 
shirt, the silver fork and the flat iron, 
the muslin cravat md tlio Belcher 
neckerchief, would but ill assort to¬ 
gether ; so, the better sort of pawn¬ 
broker calls himself a silversniit}], and 
decorates his shop with handsome 
trinkets and expensive jewelleiy, while 
the more humble money-lender boldly | 


advertises his calling,and invites obser¬ 
vation. It is with pawltbiMkera’ shojis 
of tbe latter class, that wtj have to do. 
We Imve selected one ftu? our purpose, 
and will endeavour to describe itv 
The pawnbroker’s shop ia situated 
near Drury-lane, at the <y>rnor of a 
court, which affords a side entrance 
for the ftccouimridation of such cua* 
tomers as may be desiroua of avoiding 
the observation of the jiassers-by, or 
the chance of recognition in tbe public 
streeL It is a low, dirty-lookingj dusty 
shop, the door of which stands always 
doubtfully, a little way open : half 
inviting, half repelling the heslltating 
visitei*, who, if he be as yet unlultiated, 
examines one of tlie old garnet brooches 
in the window for a minute or two with 
affected eagerness, as if he contem¬ 
plated making a purchase ; and then < 
looking cautiously round to ascertain 
that no one watcliea him, hastily slinks 
in; the door cloaiag of itseU after him, 
to just ita former width. The shop 
front and the window-frames bear 
evident marks of having been once 
pai«tcd ; but, what the colour was 
originally, or at what date it was pro¬ 
bably laid ouj^are at tills remote period 
questions which may be asked, but 
cannot be answered. Tradition states 
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tliAt tbe truiapnrtnej iiathft front door,' 
whicU dlAplaja at night tlireo red balla 
on a blue ground, once bore al$o, 
inscribed in graceful waves* (the words 
Money advaiiOBd on plate, jewels, 
wearing apparel, and every deecription 
of property,” but a few illegible hiero- 
glyphicfl are all that now remain to 
attest the fact The plate and! jewels 
would seem to have disappeared^ toge- 
tiier with the aiiDOnnoement, for the 
articles of stock, which are displayed 
in some protnsion in the window, do 
not include any very valuable luxuries 
of eltlief kind^ A tew old china cups; 
some modern vases, adorned with paltry 
paintings of three Spanish eai^iers 
playing tliree Spanish guitars ; or a 
party of boors carousing: each boor 
with one leg painfully elevated in the 
air, by way of expree^^ing his perfect 
freedom and gaiety ; aeveraJ sets of 
chessmen, two or three flutes, a few 
fiddles, a round-eyei poi-trait staring ' 
in astonishment from a very dark I 
ground ; some gaudily*bound prayer- | 
biioke and testaments, two rowa ofi 
silver watches quite as clumay and ' 
almost as large as Ferguson’s first ;| 
numerous old'faghioned table and tea | 
spoons, displayed, fau-like, in half- 
dozens; Bti-iiigs of coTwl with great 
broad gilt enap» ; card^ of rings and | 
brooches, fastened and labelled eepap i 
ratc'ly, like the insects in the Ih'itjfih 
Museum ; cheap silver pcj]holdens and | 
sonfT'boxes, with a masonic star, com¬ 
plete the jewellery department; while 
hve or BIX beds in smeary clouded 
ticks, striugs of blankets and sheets^ 
silk and cotton hand kerchiefs, and 
wearing apparel of every description, 
form the more useful, though even legs 
oiniamental] part, of tlio articles ex*' 
posed for sale. An extensive collection 
of phuies, chisels, saws, and oilier car¬ 
penters' tookait^hich have been pledged, 
and never redeemed, form the fore¬ 
ground of the picture ; wiiile the large 
frames full of ticketed bundles, which 
are dimly seen through the dirty-case¬ 
ment up stairs—the squalid neighbour- 
hofid—Hie adjoinlug houses, straggling, 
shrunken, and rotten, with one or 
two filthy, unwholesome-looking beads. 


thrust out of every window, and old 
red pans and stunted pUnts exposed 
on the tottering parapets, to the mani¬ 
fest haftard of the heads of tlie paasers- 
hy—the noisy men loitering under the 
archway at the comer of the court, or 
about the gin-shop next door—and 
their wives jiadently standing on tlie 
curb-stone, with large baskets of cheap 
vegetables slung round them for sale, 
ai'e its inimediate auxiliaries. 

If ihe outside of the pawnbroker's 
shop, be calculated to attract the atten- 
tinn, or exeite the iDberest, of the 
speculative pedestrian, ita interior 
cannot fail to produce the same effect 
in an inqreas^ degree. The front 
door, which we have before noticed, 
opens into the common shop, which is 
tlie resort of all tliose customers whose 
habitual acquam lance with aiich scenes 
renders them indifferent to the obser¬ 
vation of tticir companions in p>verty- 
The Bide door opens into a small 
passage from wliidi some hLilf-duzeu 
dottrs (which may be secured on the 
inside by bolts) open into a corre- 
sponding number of little dens, or 
closets, which face the counter* Here, 
the more timid or respectable portion 
of the crowd ahroud themBcJvea from 
the notice of the remainder, and 
patiently wait until] the gentleman 
behind the counter, witli the curly 
black hair, diamond ring, aud double 
silver watcll^guard, shall feel disposed 
to favour them with his noticc^a con- 
summation whlcJi depends considerably 
OD the temper of tlie aforcBald gentle^ 
man for the time being- 
At the present moment, this olegantl}'- 
attired ijidivldual is in the act ol enter¬ 
ing the duplicate he has just made out, 
in a thick book: a process from which 
he IB diverted DOcasionally, by a con- 
lei'sation he ia carrying on with 
another young man aunjlarly employed 
at a little distance from him, whose 
alhieione to ** that last bottle of soda- 
water last night,’* and ** how I'egularly 
round my hat he felt himself when the 
young ’oomau gave *eni in charge," 
would appear to refer to the conee^ 
queiices of some stolen joviality of the 
preceding evening* Tlie customem 

I 2 
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^nerAlZj'f however, seem unable to par¬ 
ticipate in the amusement derivable 
from this eource, for an old eallaw- 
looking woman, who has been Zeainng 
with both arms on the counter with a 
small bundlo before her, for half an 
hour pfevtousLy, £uddenly interrupts 
the conversation by addressing the 
jewelled shopman—" Now, Mr. Henryj 
do make itaste, there "e a gmd soul, fbr j 
my two grandt-hildrenS locked up at! 
home, and I'm afeer*d of the fire/' 
Tlie shopman slightly raises his liead^ 
with an air of deep abstraction, and 
i¥:juinea his entry with as much deli¬ 
beration as if he were enjgfravlng^ 
You're in a liniry. Mean T^tham, 
this cv'did*, an't you ?” la the only 
notice he deigns to take, after the 
lapse of five minutes or bo. “ Yes, I 
am indeed, Mr. Henry ; now, do serve 
me nejtt^ there's a good creetur, 1 
wouldn't worry you, only it’s all along 
o'them botlierin* children.” "What ! 
liave you got here 1” inquires the j 
shopman, unpinning the bundle —** old j 
coricerUf 1 suppose—pair o’ stays and 
a petticut. You must look up eotne- 
tilin’ else, old *uoman j I can’t lend 
yf)u any Ihuig more upon them, they 're 
completely worn out by lliis time, if 
it'ft only by putting in, and taking out 
again, three timea a week/' ! 

you 're a rum un, you are/' rqjlies the 
old woman, laugfiiog extiemely, aft in , 
duty bound j "1 wish I’d got the gift 
of the gab like you ; see if I’d be up 
the spout 80 often then f No, no i it 
an't the peiticut; it ’a a child's frock 
and a beautiful Hilk-ankecher, as 
belongs to my Imsbaud. He gave four i 
sLiiilin' for it, the worry same blessed 
day as he broke his arm.”—** What j 
do yon want upou these f” inquires 
Mr, Henry, slightly glancing at the 
artic left, which in all probability are 
old AcqnainUuces. ** What dq you 
want these 1”—^Eigliteeupence/' 

—‘*Leiid you ninepence/—**01i, make 
it a sijillii/; there’s a dear—do now !” 
—** Not aiiuttier fardcu/'—“ Well, I 
ftupp^ I milit take it ” The dupli¬ 
cate Ift made out, one ticket pinned on 
the pared, the other given to tlie old 
woioaa ; tbs parcel is flung careleasly 


down Into a comer, and some other 
customer prefers his claim to be served 
without further delayn 

TJie choice falls on an unshaven, 
dirty, sottish-looking fellow, whose 
tarnished pftpeTHmp, stuck negligently 
over one eye, communicates lui addi- 
tionally repulsive expression to his 
very uninviting eountenwiee^ He was 
enjoying a little relaxation from his 
eedeDitary pursuits a quarter of an 
hour ago, in kicking his wife up the 
court. He has come to redeem same 
toolsprobably to complete a job with, 
CD account of wliich he has already 

received some money, if his inAamed 
' countenance aod drunken stag^'^er, may 
be taken as evidence of the fact. 
Having waited aome little time, he 
makes hia presence known by venting 
hie ill-humour on a ragged urchin, who, 
being unable to bring his face on a 
level with the counter by any other 
process, hoo employed hi mseif in climb- 
itig up, and then hooking himself on 
with his elbows—an uneasy perch, 
from which he has fallen at intervals, 
generally alighting on the toes of the 
person in his immediate vicinity. In 
the present case;, the unfortunate little 
wretch has received a cuff which sends 
him reeling to the door ; and the donor 
of the blow ift immediately the object 
of general indignation. 

** Whfit do you strike the boy for, 
you brute t ” exclaims a slip-shod 
wonuiD, with two flat irons in a little 
basket “Do you think he's your 
wife, you willin 1"—^ Go and hang 
yourself ! ” replies the gentlcmaji ad¬ 
dressed, with a 'Irunkeii look of savage 
stupidity, aiming at the same time a 
blow at the woman which fortunately 
misses its object. “Go and hang 
yourself I and wait till 1 come and cut 
you down/’—**Cut yon down,” rejoins 
the woman, ** 1 wikb I had the cutting 
of you up, you wignbond ! (bud.) 
Oh I yuii precious wagabond t (rather 
louder.) Wh firo’s your wife, you 
willia 1 (louder btill j women of tliia 
class are always sympathetic, and 
Work theaiftelves inte a tremendous 
passion on th^shorte«t notice.) Your 
poor dear wife us you usea worser nor 
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& dng—fftrikv 4 vomfcn—yoti a mxti ! 
(very flhriH j) t wish 1 had you-—I'd 
xuurdoryou, 1 would^ if I died for it!*’ 
Now be civil/* retorts the man 
fiercely* “Be cml, you wiperP' 
ejaculates the woman contemptuously, 
“ An’t it ahoclting 1 ” she continues, 
turuing round, and appealing to au 
old woman who is peeping out of one 
of the little closets we have before 
described, and who has not the eUght- 
eet objeetion to join in the attack, 
pORSeasingj as ahe doesi, the comfort¬ 
able conviction Umt she ia bolted in* 
^ An*t it shocking, ma'am I (Dreadful ! 
eaya the old woman in a parenthesis, 
not exactly knowing what tlie question 
refers to.) got a wife, ma’am, 

a$ takes iti mangliog, and is as ’duatri- 
oiisand bard^wiirkmg a young ’ooman 
as can be^ (very fast) as lives in the 
back-parlour of our "ous, wliicli my 
buaband and me lives in the front one 
(with great rapidity)—and we hears 
him a beaten* on her sometimes when 
lie Comes home drunk, tlie whole 
night tlircmgb, and not only a beaten* 
her, but beaten' liia own child too, to 
make her more miserable—ugh, you 
lieaat! and! she, poor creater, won't 
i^wear the peace agin him, nor do 
nothin’, because she likes the wretch 
arter all-worse luck ! ^* Here, as 
the woman has completely run herself 
out of breath, the pawnbroker him¬ 
self, who has just appeared behind 
the coimtcr in a gray dressing-gown, 
embraces the favourable opportunity 
of putting in a w ord i—" Now I ivon't 
have none of this sort of tbing on my 
premises! ** he interposes with an air 
of authority. “Mi-s. Mackin, keep 
yourself to yokirself, or you don t 
get fourpence for a flat iron heiie ; 
and Jin kin a, you leave your ticket 
here till you’re sober, and send your 
wife for them two planes, for 1 won’t 
have you in my ahop at no price ; so 
make ynursclt scarce, before 1 make 
you scarcer**’ 

This eloquent addrrss produces any 
thing but tlie effect desired; tlis w'omen 
rail in concert; the man hits ahuut 
him in all directions, and is in the act 
of establish ing an indisputable daim 


to gratuitous lodgings for the nighty 
when the entrance of bis wife, a 
wretched wom-out woman, apparently 
fn the last stage of con sumptiou, whose 
face bears evident marks of recent 
iJUusage, and whose strength seems 
hardly equal to the burdeu—light 
enough Gud knows!—of the Utin sickly 
child she carries in her arms, turns 
his cowardly rage in a safer direciion* 
“ Come home, dear,** cries the miser¬ 
able creature, in an implonng taiic \ 
“ do come home* tliere's a good fellow, 
and go to bed.”—“Go home your¬ 
self,*' rejoins the furious ruffian* “Do 
come home quietly,** repeats the wife, 
btirsring into tears* "Go home your^ 
self,*’ retorts the husband again, en¬ 
forcing his argument by a blow which 
seuda the poor creature flying out of the 
shop. Hcr“ natural protector ” follows 
her up the court, alternately venting 
his rage jn accelerating her progress, 
and in kniH;ktiig the little scanty blue 
bonnet of the unfortunate child over 
its stiil more scanty and faded-looking 
face. 

In liie last box, which is situated in 
the darbefit aud moat obscure comer 
of ihs shop, considerably removed 
from either of the gas-lighta, are a 
young delicate girl of about twenty, 
ai]d an elderly female, evidently her 
mother From tlie resemblance between 
them, who stand at some distance 
back, as if to avoid the observation 
even of the shopman. It is not their 
first visit to a pawnbroker’s shop, for 
they answer witliout a inoiiieDt*e hesi¬ 
tation the usual queationa, put in a 
rather respectful muiner, and in a 
much lower tone than usual, of “ What 
name afiall I say 1—Your own pro¬ 
perty, of course I—Where do you 
live 1 — Hciusekeeper or lodger 1 ** 
They bargain, too, for a higher loim 
than the shopman is at first inclined 
to offer, which a perfect eti^nger 
would be little disposed to do; and 
the elder feniaie urges her daughter 
on, in scarcely audible whispers, to 
exert her umiost powers of persuasion 
to obtain an advance of tlie suto, and 
expatiate on the value of the articles 
they have brought to raise a present 
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supply upon. They sre sm&ll gold 
ehikia Aud * " Forget cae not ting ; 
the girl's property, for they are both 
too em&lL for the mother; giveo her 
in better times , prized, perli&ps, onee, 
for the giver^e fiake, but parted with 
now without a struggle ; for want has 
hardened the mother,and hereKflmpLe 
has hardened the girl, and the pro¬ 
spect of receiving money, ooopled with 
a recollection of the miKery tliey have 
both endured from tlie want of it— 
tlie coldness of old friends—the stem 
i-efusal of some, and tlie still more 
gallm;; coitipasEion of ot]ier»—Appeura 
to hav'c obhtarAted the eunsciousness 
of self-humiliation, which the idea 
of their present situation would once 
have Ai'UUAcd^ 

in the nc£t box, is a young female, 
whose attire, miserably poor, but 
extremely gaudy, wrotcJiedly c»ld but 
extravagantly fine, too jdmiily be¬ 
speaks iier station. The rich eatiu 
gown with its faded trimmings, the 
worn-out thin shoes, and pink silk 
stockings,the summer hoimetui winter, 
and the anzikm face, where a daub 
of rouge only EOrvca as an mdex 
to the ravages of squandered lifealth 
never to be regaitied, and lost Jiappi- 
nefi® never to be re^stored, and where 
the practined smile is a wretched 
mockery of the misery of the heart, 
cannot be mistaken. 'J'here is some¬ 
thing in tlie glimpse she has just 
caught of tier young neighbour, and 
in the sight of the little trinkets she 
has otfered ia pawn, tliat seems to 
have aw'akened in this woman's mind 
some slumbering recollection, and to 
linve eh Bilged, for an instant, her 
whole demeanour. Her first hasty 


impulse was to bend forward as if to 
aeon more minutely the appearance of 
her half-oouceAled companiona ; her 
neKt on aeeing them involuntarily 
ehrlnk from her, to retreat to tha 
hock of the box, cover her face with 
her hands, and burst into tears. 

There are eti'ange chords in the 
humiin heart, which will lie dormant 
through years of depravity and wicked- 
nese, but which will vibrate at lost to 
Bomc alight circumstance apparently 
trivial in itself, but connected by some 
uiidehned and indisrinct association, 
with pnat days that can never be 
recalled, and with bitter recollections 
from which the most degraded creature 
in existence cannot escape. 

There has been ariotlier spectator, 
in the pei'son of a woman in the com¬ 
mon shop; the lowest of the low; 
dirty, unbonneted, flaunting, and slo¬ 
venly. lier curiu^ly was at first 
attracted by the little she could see of 
the group ; then her attention^ The 
half intoxicated leer changed to an 
expre^on of wimething like interest^ 
and a feeling similar to that we have 
di'seribedi, appt^ared for a motnciit, ajid 
only a nionieiit, to oxtend itself even 
to her bosom^ 

Who shall say how soon these 
women may change places I The last 
hae but two more stages—the hosplial 
and the grave. How many females 
situated as her two compauioiia arc, 
and os ahe may have been once, have 
terminated the oome wretched course, 
in the same wretched manner^ One 
is already tracing her footsteps with 
friglitful rapidity. How soon may the 
other folloiw hrr example 1 How 
many have done the name J 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 

CEIMIN^L COVKTS. 

aba.!! never lorgcl tb« mingled leuiing lyver tbcm, ui ill-looLipg fd- 
feelinga of awe and respect with whLcli Iow» id o brood'bnmmed hat, belcher 
we used to gaze on die exterior of handkerchief and top-boots; with a 
I*(ewgate in our schoolboy days. How brown coat, something betweeci agreat- 
dreadftil its rough heavy walls, and coat and a ** s[>orting ** jacket, od hia 
low mas&ivo doors, appeared Co us— back, and an immense key in hia left 
the latter looking as'if they were hand. Perhaps you are lucky enough 
made for the express purpose of letting to pass, juat as die gate ia being opened; 
}>eople in, and never letting them out then, you see on the other side of the 
ugaib. Then the fetters ovoi^ the lodge, aiiother gate, the image of its 
debtors’ door, which we used to think predecessor, and two or three more 
were &bonajide set of irons, just hung turnkeys, who look Like multiplicatious 
up diero, tor convenience sake, ready of the first one, seated round s fire 
to be taken down at a ninmciit^s notice, which just lights up the whitewaalied 
and riveted on the limbs of some re- apartment sufficiently to enable you to 
fractory felon ! We were never tired catch a hasty glimpse of these different 
of wondering how the liiickney-coacli- ubjectA. We liave a great reaped for 
men on the opposite stand could cut Mrs. Fry, but she certainly ought to 
jokeo ib the presence of such horrors, have written more romances than 
3 iid (U^nk pots uf half-and-Lmlf so neai^ Mra^ Hadcliife. 

tlie last drop. We were walking leisurely down tlie 

Often have we strayed here, in Old Bailey, some time ago, wheut as 
sessians time, to catch a glimpse of we passed this identical gate, it was 
the whipping-jiLace, and diat dark opened by the officiating turnkey, 
building on one side of the yard, in We turned quickly round, as a matter 
which ia kept the gibbet with all its of course, and saw two persona do* 
dreadful ap^mratus, and on the door of sceudiug the steps. We could not 
which we hall expected to see a braes help stopping and ob^rving tiiem. 
plate,with tlie meci'iption^^Mr.Kobch j” They wore an elderly woman, of 

for we never imagined that the diafin^ decent appearance, tlioiigh evidently 
guished functionary could by possibility poor,and a boy of about fourteen or fif^ 
liVD anywhere d&e I The days of these teen. The woman was crying bitterly ; 
childish dreams have passed away, and ahe carried a stnall bundle lU her hand^ 
with thotn many other boyish ideas of aud the b^jy followed short di^ 
a gayer nature, But wc still retain bo taacc behind her. history 

much of Our original feel mg, that to wae obvious. The boy was her son, 
this hour we never jiass the bnildkg to whose early comfort she had ner- 
without something like a shudder* haps sacrifice her own—for who^ 
What Loudon pedestrian ie there sake she had borne misery without 
who haa not, at some time or other, t'opiuing, and poverty without a mur- 
cast a hurried glance through the luur^—looking steadily forward to the 
wicket at which prisopera arc ad- tlme^ when be who bad so long wit^ 
mitted into tins gloomy innnijlop, and nessed her struggles for himself, might 
surveyed the few ohjocts he could be enabled to make some exertions for 
discern, with an indeacribablie ibclipg, their joint support* He had formed 
of curiosity ? The tliick door, plated dissolute connexions; idleness had led 
with iron and mounted with spikes, to crime; and he had been conimitted 
just low enough to enable yon to aee, to take his trial for some petty theft. 
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ll6 h&d bc(?n long in prvuon, and, 
after receiving ^ome trifling additional 
puniahineiit^ liad been ordered to he 
dlacivarged tliat tnarning. It was hia 
first offence, and liis pcjor old niotber, 
etiU hoping to reclaim hinij had been 
waiting at tlie gate to implore liita to 
return home- 

We cannot forget the boyi he de¬ 
scended llie 5leps with a dogged look, 
shaking his head with an air of bra- ; 
Tado and rdij^tinate dctermi nation. 
They walked a few pacec;, and paused. 
The woman put her hand upon hia 
shoulder in an agony ot entreaty, and 
the boy Bnlleiily raised hia head as if 
ill refusal. It waa a hrilliant moraing, 
and every object looked fresli and 
happy in the broad, gay sun-light; he 
gazed nturid liiin * few mornentA, 
bewildered with the brighmesa of ihe 
scene, for it was long since he had 
beheld anyildng save the gloomy walls 
of a priMJU. Perhaps the wreKdied- 
ncss of ins mother made some impres¬ 
sion on the boy^s heai't, jjerhaps some 
undefined rtcolleclion of tlie time wlien 
he was a happy child, and she Ins only 
friend, anti best conipainon, crowded 
on him ^—he burst iuiu tesrs j and 
covering hia lace with one hand, and 
hurriedly placing the other in his 
mother’s, walked away with her. 

Curitjsily hfift oecahionally led us 
into both foil Its at the Old Bailey. 
Nothing ia ao likely to strike the 
person wlio entci-a tlitin for the fii'st 
time, as the calm jndifferenee with 
which the proceedings are conducted ; 
every trial seems a mere maiter of 
busincAH. Ikvre is a great deal of 
form, but Sff compassion ; consider¬ 
able interest, but no sympathy. Take 
the Old Dmrt Idr example. There sit 
the Jtidgcs, wlih who'.e great dignity 
every b^^'ly i^ ac40^111 ted,and of whom 
therefore we need say no more. Then, 
there is the Lord Mai or in tlie centre, 
looking as cocjI as a Lurd Mayor can 
look, with an iiimieiiAe before 

him, and habite'l m all tlie splendour i 
of hi» oflice. Then, there are the 
SberifTn, who arc almost as digni* 
fled as the Lord Mayor himself ■ 
and tlie Barrutorb> who are quite 


dignified enough in their own opinion , 
and tlie speetatorH, who liaving paid 
for their adnnsisioii, look upon the 
whole scene as if it were got up especi¬ 
ally for their amusenienL Luok upon 
the whole group in the body of the 
Court—Gomu wholly engrijesed in the 
morning papers, others cai'clessly con* 
verning in low whij^jiers, and others, 
again, quietly dozing away an hour— 
and you can scai'cely believe tliat tlie 
result of tlie trial is a matter of life or 
death to one wretched liteing present. 
But turn ycurey^esto the dock j watch 
the prisoner attentively for a few 
moments; and the fact is before you, 
in all its painful reality. Mark how 
restlessly he has been engaged for the 
Last ten minutes, in forming all sorts 
of fan tattle figures with the licrbs 
winch arc strewed Ufion the ledge 
before him observe the ashy paleness 
of his luce when a particular witness 
apfiears, and how he changes his 
position and wipes his clammy fore¬ 
head, and leveriGh hands, when the 
case for the prosecution is closed, as if 
it were a relief to him to Jeel that the 
juTV knew tlie wotht. 

The defence is concluded ; the judge 
procei'da to sum up the evidence; and 
the prisoner watches tlie cfiuiitenances 
of the jury, as a dying man, clinging 
to life to tile very last, vainly looks in 
ihe face of hb phy sician for a alight 
ray of hope They turn round to 
consult i you can almost hear the man's 
heart bent, as be bites die staJk of 
rosemary, with a desperate effort to 
appi^r com posed. They resume their 
places—a deaiJ Kilence ]prevails as the 
j'oreman delivei s in the verdict — 
Guilty!’^ A eliriek bursta from a 
female in the gallery ; the prisoner 
casts one look at the quarter from 
whence the noiso pi^iceeHed; and is 
immediately hun'ied Irom ^hc dock by 
the gaoler. The clerk directs one of 
ihe oflicers of dm court to “ take the 
woman out,” and Irctdi buainess is 
piHiceedcd witli, as if nothing had 
ocfurred. 

No imaginary contrast to a case 
like tlii^ could Hie as eoiiqilete as that 
I which is constantly presented in the 
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New Courts tlie gravity of ’whioh isl 
frequently disturbed in bo small de- j 
greejby cunning atid pertmadty of 
juvenile ofTcndcr^. A boy oi thirteen 
19 tried, eay fur picking the pocket of 
[;ome subject her Majesty, and the 
offence is about aa clearly proved as 
an offence can be^ He is caJled upon 
’for his defence, and contents himself 
with a little declamation abiput the 
jurymea and his country — assertB 
tliat all the witnesses h:ive comniitted 
perjuryj and hints ihat tlie police force 
generally, have eniered into a con¬ 
spiracy again ” him. However 
probable this statement may ho,^ it 
fails to convince the Oiurt, and some 
such scene as the following then takes 
place: 

Court * Have you any witnesses to 
speak to youi' thamttcr, bfpy f 

Bo^: Yes, my Lord ; fii teen gen’ 1 - 
m'n is a vateo ouiside,fU]d vos a vaten 
aW day yesterday, vitli they t(jld me 
tlie night afore my trial vosa eomm^ on^ 

Coutir; Inquire for these wjine&beft. 

Here, a stitut headle runs out, and 
voeil'erattsfoiMhe witnefthes at ilit very 
top of his voice ; for you Lieiir his cry 
grow faiiitfT and lam ter as he dc’ 
aeends the steps into the court-yard 
below* After an sbm:Lice of five 
rtiinutcB, ho returns, vt ry warm and 
hoarse, ajid informw the Court of what | 
it knew perfectly well bclore^iuimelyj | 


that there are no such wilnesBflS JU 
attendance* Hereupon, the boy sets 
up a most awful howling ; screwB the 
lower part of the palms of hia hatida 
into the comete of his eyes ■ and en^ 
deavours to leak the pictui^ of injured 
iupocencc. The jury at once find 
him ^guilty,"* and ins endeavours to 
squeeze out a tear or two are re¬ 
doubled. The governor of the gaol 
then atates, in reply to an inquiry 
from the bench, tliat the prisoner ha^ 
been under his care twice before* 
This the urchin rcholmely denies in 
some such terms as —“S'eJp me, 
geu'im’n, I never vos in trouble afore 
^indeed, my Loi'd, I never vos. It 
all a howeu to my having a twin 
brother, vich has wrongfully got into 
trouble, and vieh is so exactly like 
me, that no vun ever knows the differ¬ 
ence at Widen us.’^ 

This representation, like the defence, 
fails in producing the desirsd effect, 
and the boy is sentenced* perhapa, to 
seven years" Iran^purtatiou. Finding 
It impossible to exeite compnEsion,, he 
gives vent to his lee lings iu an impte^ 
caiiun bearing reference to tile eyes 
of ^^oLd big vig !" and as lie declines 
to take the trouble of walking from 
the dock, is forth wiih carried out, eon ^ 
grutulating himseU oti hay mg succeeded 
ID giving everj'bouy as mucli trouble 
as possible* 
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CHAPTER XXV* 

Jl TISIT TO NEWGATE, 


*^The force of habit” laa trite phrase 
in every body's mouth ; and it is not 
a little remarkable that those who use 
it most as applied to others, uqood- 
sciousLy afford iji tlieir own pei'sona 
fiin^lar cKamplefl of the power which 
habit aiuL custom exenciae over thn 
minds of men^ and ol tlie little reflec- 
tioti they are apt to bestow on subjeeta 
with which eYei'y day ^8 experience haa 
rendered them familiar. If Bedlam 
could be suddenly removed like an¬ 
other Aladdin's palace, and set down on 
tJie apace cow occupied by Xewgate^ 
scarcely one man out of a hundred, 
whose n>ad to busineps every morning 
licfi through New^ale-streetj or the 
Old Bailey, would pass the building 
without bestowing a iiasty glance ou 
its stnaH^^grated wludi^wS) and a trans¬ 
ient thought upon the condition of 
the uiiliappy beings immured in it? 
dismal cells ; atid yet these some menj 
day by day, and hour by hour, pass 
and repass this glriomy depository of 
the guilt and misery of London, in one 
|>erpctual stream of life and bustle, 
utterly unmindful of tho throng of 
wretched creatures pent up within it 
—uay, not even knowing, or if they do, 
not heeding, the fact, that as tliey pass 
one particular angle of the mok-ssive 
wall with a light laugh or & merry 
wliIsLlo, they staud within one yard of 
a fellow-creature, bound and helpless, 
whose hours ai^e mmibered, from wlmiu 
the last feeble ray of hope has fted for 
ever, and whose miserable career will 
shortly tenninate in a violent and 
shameful death. Contact with death 
even in its fea.st terrible ehape, is 
solemn aiicl appalling^ How much 
more awful is it to rcAeel on this near 
vicinity to the dying—to men in full 
health aud vigour, ia the flower of 
youth or the piiine of life, with all 
their facultiee and perceptions ae 
acute and peidect ae your own ; but 


dying, nevertheleea—dying as surely 
—with the hand of deatli imprinted 
upon them as inJelibly^—as if mortal 
diaoase had wasted their frames to 
shadows, and corruption liad already 
begun J 

It was with some such thoughts as 
these that we determined, not many 
weeks since, to visit the interior of 
Newgate—^in an amateur capacity, of 
course ; and, having cuiried our inteo- 
lion into effect, we proceed to lay its. 
results before our readers, in the hope 
—founded niore upon the nature of the 
subject, tlian on any pi^suinptuoua coii- 
fidenco in our own dcecdplive powers 
— that tliia pa[icr may uut be fouud 
wholly devoid of iiitei'est We have 
only to premise, that we do not intend 
to fatigue the readier with any statis¬ 
tical accounts of the prison; they will 
be found at length in numerous reports 
of nuiiKTons cuiiimittees, and a variety 
of authorities of efjual weight. We 
took no notes, made no memoranda, 
tneiisiircd none of the yards, ascer- 
taincii the exact number of indies in 
DO partloular room : are u liable even 
to report of how many apartments the 
gad is compOBcd. 

We saw the prison, and eaw the 
prisoners ; aiul whut we did and 
what we til ought, we will tdl at once 
in our own way* 

tlaving dehv'crrd our eredcntiala to 
the servant wlio aiiawcred our knock 
at tlie door of tlie governor's house, we 
were ushered into the ^"oIRce;’' a lit tie 
room, on the right-hand side as you 
enter, with two windows lookiug into 
the Old Bailey : fitted up like an ordi¬ 
nary iitlorney'B oftiee, or merchant's 
counting4iousc, with the usual fixtures 
—a wainscoted partition, a shelf or 
two, a dcak, a couple of stools, a pair 
of derkn, an almanack, a dcK-k, and a 
few maps. After & lltLle delay, occo- 
flloned by sending into the interior of 
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thf;^ prisoD for tlie officer whono dnt^ 
it waA to conduct that functionary 
btrived; a rcopeciablolookin^ mui of 
about two or threa and lifty^ in a 
broad-briitimed hat, and full euit of 
black, who, but for hla keya, would 
have looked quite aa much like a 
clergyman as a turnkey* We were 
diEtappomted j he had not even top^ 
boots on. Following our conductor 
by a door opposite to that at which 
we had en 101 * 0 ( 1 , we arrived at a 
Amah room, without any other fur- 
nituL'o tlian a little desk, with a book 
for visiters’ antographa, and a shelf, 
on whieli were a tew boxes for papers, 
and casta of the heads and faces of the 
two notorious murderers, Bishop and 
Williains; the former, in pEU'ticular, 
exhihttitig a fityle of liead and set of 
featuies, which might have afforded 
Buflieieht moral grounds forhia instant 
execution at any time, oven had there 
been no otlier evidence agaiutst biuin, 
Leaving this room also, by aui opposite 
door, we found ourself in the lodge 
wlijcii o[kjnti on the Old Bailey ; one 
Bide of wiiich 19 plentifully garuished 
with a choice coUeetion of heavy sets 
of irons, induding those wwn by the 
redoubtable Jack Sheppard—genuine ^ 
and those mid to have been graced by 
the fiiunly limbs of the no lecd cele¬ 
brated Dick Turpin—doubifui. From 
thia lodge, a lieavy oaken gate, bound 

withirnii,slu(ldcil w^tii nade oftlieaame 
material, and guarded by auether 
turnkey, opens on a few steps, if we 
remeiiiler right, which terminate in a 
narrow and dismal intone pasaage, 
miming paraUel with the Old Bailey, 
and leading to the different yards, 
liirough a nundicr of tortuous and 
iutricate wiiidiii;:;^, guarded in tlieir 
turn by huge gaUa and gratings, whose 
appearance is sufficient to dispel at 
once the slightest hope of escape that 
any ticw comer may have entertained; 
and the very jecpllection of which, 
on eventually traversing the place 
again, involves one in a ma?e of 
confusion. 

it is necessary to explain here, that 
the buildings in the prison, or in other 
words the different wards—form a 


square, of which the four aides abut 
respectively on the Old Bailey, the old 
College of Physicians (now tormiag a 
part of Newgute-market), th§ SeRsiDua- 
housc, and Ncwgatc-atreel. The inter¬ 
mediate space is divided into several 
paved yards, in which the prisoners 
take such air and exercise as ctm be 
had in such a place. These yards, 
with the oxception of dial in which 
prisoners under seiiteuce of death are 
COD fined (of which we shaJ] presently 
give a more detailed description), ruu 
parallel with Niiwgate-atreet, and con" 
eequcntly from the Old Bailey, as it 
were, to Newgate-markei The wo* 
men's side la iu the right wing of tho 
prison nearest the Sesalous-house, 
As w'C were introduced into this part 
of the building lirst, we wdl adopt 
tlie same order, juid introduce our 
readei's to it also, 

Turning to the right, then, down the 
pa^a^e to which we ju&t now atlverted, 
oinitiiiig any mention of interveuiug 
gates—for if we noticed every gate 
that was unlocked for us to pass 
tlirough, and locked again as 90(^11 as 
we liad passed, we should require a 
gate at every comma—we came to a 
dt>or composed of thick bars of wood, 
tlirough which w'crs discemible, pass¬ 
ing to and fro in a nai'row yard, some 
twenty women ; tlie majority of wliom, 
however, oa soon aa they were aware 
of the presence of strangers, retreated 
to their, wards* One aide of tiiia yard 
is railed off at a wnslderable distance, 
and fortnedi into a kind of iron cage, 
about five feet ten incbea in height, 
roofed at the top, and defended in 
front by iron bars, from which tlie 
friends of the lemale priaooera com* 
mutilcate with tliem. In one comer 
of this singular-looking den, waa a 
yellow, liaggard, decrepit old woman, 
in a tattered gown that had once been 
black, and the remains of an old straw 
bonnet, with faded ribbon of the sanio 
hue, lu earncet conveTuatiou witli a 
young girl—a prisoner, of course—of 
about two-Hiid-tweiity. It is impoe-^ 
sible to imagine a more jwverty- 
siHcken object, or a creature bo boruo 
down in soul and body, by excess uf 



124 


SKETCHES BY BOZ. 


miB«iry and d^itution 64 the old 
woman. Tho girl waa a good-looking 
robust female^ with a profndou of 
hair fltr«Amitig abiiut in (he wind 
— for uhfi had no bonnet nn^—and 
a man’s silk pocket-handkerchief 
ioOBoly thrown over a tnoet ample 
pair of ehouldera. The old woman 
waa talking tn that low, stilled tone of 
voice whici) telk so forcibly of mental 
anguish; and every now ai^d then 
burst into an irrepreaaibLe aharp, ab¬ 
rupt cry of grief, tlie moBt dLetreheing 
sound that ears can heat. The girl 
was perfectly unmoved. Hai'dened 
beyond all hope of redemption, ahe 
listened doggedly to her motber^a 
entreaties, whatever they were ; and, 
beyond enquiiing after and 

eagerly catcJnng at the few Imlfpence 
her miserable parent had hnnight her, 
took no mom apparent interest in die 
conTei-sation than the most uncon¬ 
cerned spectators. Heaven knows there 
were enough of them, in the person b of 
the otlier prisoneta in the yard, who 
were no more concemed by what wna 
pasfiing beinre their eyes, and within 
their hearing, than if they were blind 
and deaf* Why should iliey he I In¬ 
side (lie priptin, and out, such acenea 
were too familiar to them, to excite 
even a parsing thought, uuless ol ridi¬ 
cule or contempt jor feelings which 
they had long aince foi^otien, 

A little tarther on, a squaliddooking 
woman in a slovenly, tljick-bordered 
cap, with her arms muffled in a 
Urge red shawl, tlie fringed ends of 
which straggled nearly to the bottom 
of a dirty white apron, waa coTumnni- 
cating fliOTne inBtruciionft to fier visiter 
—her daughter evidently. The girl 
wa^H thinly clad, and shaking with the 
Cold. Some uniinary word of rcctig- 
nition }i4t9eed between her and her 
mother wheA slie appeared at the 
grating, but neither hope, condolence, 
regret, nor affevtion was expresHed on 
cither side. I he mother whispered 
her instructions* and the girl received 
them with her pinched-up half-starved 
features twisted into an expression of 
carsiul cunning* It was some ficlieme 
for the woman’s defeuce iliat she was 


diacldfling, perhaps ; and a sullen smile 
came over the girl’s face for an inGtant, 
as if she were ptessed : not eo much at 
the probability of her mother^s libera¬ 
tion, as at die chance of her getting 
CifT“ in spite of her prosecutors. The 
dialogue was aoon concluded ; and 
with the earns eareleea indiffeneDCC 
with which they had approached each 
other, the mother tum^ towards the 
inner end of the yard, and die girl to 
the gate at which she had entered. 

The girl beionged to a elflea—unhap¬ 
pily but too extensive—the very exist¬ 
ence of which, should make rnen^B 
beartfi bleeii Barely past Jier cliild^ 
hood, it required but a glance to dis¬ 
cover that she was one of those chil¬ 
dren, bom find bred in re^^lect and 
vice, wlic have never knowiii what 
childhood is i who have never been 
taught to love and court a parent’s 
finiile, or to dread a parent's frown. 
The thousand namekas endearments 
of childhood, its gaiety and its inno¬ 
cence, are alike unknown to thein. 
They have entered at once upon the 
atom realities and miseries of life, and 
to their better nature it is almost hope- 
leEfS to nppeel in attertimes, by any of 
il]e references which wiJI awaken, if it 
be only for a mt.ment, some good feel¬ 
ing in ordinary Loaoms, liuwever cor¬ 
rupt they may have become Talk to 
tAfn^ of [i&renial solicitude, the happy 
days of child hood, and the merry 
games of infancy 1 Tell tliem of hunger 
and tlie streets, beggary and stripes, 
the gin-shop, the etatioti-hrmse, and 
the [lawnbroker’s, and they will under¬ 
stand you. 

Two or three women were standing 
at different part* of the grating, con¬ 
verging with their friends, but a very 
large proportion <4 the prisoners ap¬ 
peared to have no Iriends at nil, beyond 
such of their old companions as might 
happen to be within the waits. So, 
paer<ing hastily down the yard, and 
pausing only for an instant to notice 
the little incidents we have just re¬ 
corded, wc weie conducted up a clean 
and welMiglatrfk flij^lit of stone stairs 
to one of the wards. There are seve¬ 
ral in this part of the building, but a 
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d«8cript;oD of one ie a deecriptioa of 
tlie ^'hole, 

U was a ep&eiouAfbBref white washed 
ap&rtnient^ lighted of course^ wlo' 
do we looking into the interior of eho 
piHeoti, but far more tight and airy 
than one could reueonably expect to 
find ID such a aitu&tion. There was a 
large fire witti a deal table before j.t^ 
round which ten or a dozen women 
were fleatetl un wooden forms at dinner^ 
Along both sides of the room jm a 
shelf * below it^ at regular intervals^ 
a row of large hooks were hited. in 
the wall, on each of which was hung 
the sleep!ng-mat of a prisoner ; her 
rug and blunket being folded up, and 
placed on the bhelf above. At night, 
these mats are placed on the floor, 
each beneath the h^Kih on which it 
hangs during the day \ and the ward 
is thus made to answer the purposes 
botli of a day-rooin and sleeping apart^ 
meut. Over the hreplaeCi, was a large 
sheet of pasteboard, on which werej 
displayed a variety of texts from 
Scripture, wJiich wei'e also scattered 
about the room in scraps about the 
size aud shape of the copy-slips which 
are used in schools. On the table waa a 
suflicieiit provision of a kind of ate wed 
beef and brown bread, in pewter dishes, 
which ore kept perfectly bright,and dis¬ 
played on shelves in great order and 
regularity when they are not in use. 

The women rose hastily, on our en¬ 
trance, and retired in a hurried maimer 
to either side of the fireplace. They 
were all cleanly—many of them de¬ 
cently—attired, and there wae nothing 

peculiar, either in tVieir appearance or 
demeanour. One or two resumed the 
needlework which they lind probably 
laid aside at the commeucement of 
their meal; others gazed at the vieitors 
with hstluts curiosity and a few re¬ 
tired behind their eompaniona to the 
vety end of the room, as if desirouj) to 
avoid even the casual observatioii of tlie 
etrangers. Some old Imh women, 
both ill tins and otlier wards^ to ^hom 
the thing waa no novelty, appeared 
perfectly indlflerent to our presence, 
and remained standing close to tlie! 
scats fi^m which they had just risen ;, 


but the general feeling among the 
femolea seemed to be one of uneasi¬ 
ness during the period of our stay 
among tliem : which woa very brief. 
Not a word was uttered during tlie 
time of our remaining, unless, ludeed, 
by the wardswoman in reply to some 
question which we put to tiie turnkey 
who accom pall led ua. In every ward 
on the female side, a wordswoman is 
appointed to preserve order, and a 
eitniJar regulation is adopted among 
tlic males. The wordsmen and wordo- 
women are all prisoners, selected for 
gpod conduct. They alone are allowed 
the privilege of sleeping onl>edsteada ; 
s amall stump bedstead being placed 
in every ward for that purpose. On 
botli sides of the gaol, je a small re- 
ceivmg-njomj to wliich prisoners are 
cf^nducted on their first reception, and 
whence they cannot be removed until 
tliey Intve been examined by the sur¬ 
geon of the prison.* 

Ketrairing our steps to the dismal 
passage ill which we found ourselves 
at firut (and which, Ly tiie by, contains 
three or tour tiark cells for tlie occom- 
mndation of refracti^ry prisoners), we 
were led through a narrow yard to the 
school —a portion of the prison set 
apart lor boys under fourteen years of 
age. Id a toierable-aized room, in 
which were wt! ting-niatei ials and some 
copy-books, waa the schoolma^iterj with 
a couple of hia pupils ; the remain¬ 
der having been fetclied from on ad¬ 
joining apartmeut, the whole were 
drawn up in line for our inapeetion^ 
There were fourteen of tliem in all, 
some with shoes, some without i some 
in pinatorefl without jackets, others in 
jackets without pinaloree, and one in 
scarce anything at alL The whole 
number, wltiiout an exception wo be¬ 
lieve, bad been committed for trial On 
charges of pocket^picking ; and four* 
teen such terrible little faces we 
never beheld.-—There was not one 


* The rexulatlons of the prison to 

the nnfliiamvtit f}f pntonvn Uunn^ the day^ 
tVir Btoepin^ at night tlieir taking mull, 
and othw utnitera of gnnl eeanOmy, bew 
all altered.—fnt th^ bi^nar-^ucfl tfali 
iketcb wu Ont puhlu-bed. 
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rdeeming feftttire Among them —not 
a. glance of honeaty—not a wink ex- 
prcBSiTe of anything but tho gallowg 
and the hulkfl^ in the whnl« collection, 
Afl to anything Iiko ehame or conin- 
tiou, that WAS entirely out of the q^s- 
tion. They were evidently qinte 
gratified at being thought worth the 
trouble of looking at; tiielr idea ap¬ 
peared to bC} we liad come to aee 
Newgate ne a ^rfind aflULrf and tliat 
they were an indis^pensable part of the 
show ; and every boy as he “ foil in^* 
to the line, actually seemed as [densed 
and important as if he had done somc^ 
thing otcossivoly meritorioua in got* 
ting there at alL We never looked 
upon a more disagreeable eight, because 
we never saw fourteen such hopeless 
Creatures of nt^lect, before., 

On either side of the schtwl-yard is 
a yard for tnen* in one of which—tlmt 
towards Newgate-strect—priapners of 
the more respectable class are con Aned. 
or tlie otlier^ we have little description 
to offer, A* the difTerent wards nccea- ^ 
sftrJIy partake of the same eliaracter. j 
They are provided, like the wards on 
the women^a side, with niAts and rugs, 
uliich are disposed of in the same 
manner during llic day ; tlie only 
very striking difference between their 
appearance and that of the wards m- 
liabltcd by tlie females,, is the uttfT 
ahfiencc of any emplo>7nent Hud¬ 
dled togetlier on two opporsite forms, 
by the fii%iiide, Ait twenty men per- 
hai>$ ; here, a boy in livery ; there, a 
man in a rough great-coat and top- 
boots ; farther on, a desperate-looking 
fellow iu his shirt sleevt^, with an old 
Scolch cap upon his shag^^y head; 
near him again, a tall ruSian, in a 
smock-frock ; next to him, a mise¬ 
rable being of distressed appearance, 
with his head resting on hie hand 
all alike in one respect, all idle and 
listless, Whoft they do leave the fire, 
sauntering tnocidiiy about, lounging in 
the a'indow, or leaning against the 
wall, vacantly p,winging their bodice to 
and fro. With the exception of a 
man reading an old newspaper. In two 
or three inetancea, this was the ease in 
every ward we entered* 


TKe only comnmuieation these men 
liavi; with tlieir frienda, la through twa 
close iron gratinge, with an fiiterme- 
diite space of About a yard in width 
between Uie two, ao that nothing can 
be hauded acrosa, nor can the prisoner 
have any eommunication by touch 
with tlie person who visits him. The 
married men have a sepamte grating, 
at which to sec their wives, but ite 
Construetiofi is the eamo. 

The prison chapel is situated at the 
back of die governor's house; the latter 
having no windows looking into the 
interior of the prison, Wbetlier the 
associatiotiB connected with the place 
—the knowledge that here a portion 
of the burial service is,on some dread¬ 
ful oecasionji, performed over the quick 
and not upon the dcad^ oast over it a 
etill more gloomy and scmhi'e air than 
art has imparted to it, we know not, 
but its uppearanee is very striking* 
There la something in n silent and 
deserted place of worship, solema 
and tmpreShvve at any time and 
tlie very diEiiimilArity ut this one from 
any we have been accustoined to, 
only enhances tlie Impression. The 
mcannew of Jtu nppoiiilmciits—tlie 
bare and scniity pulpit, witii tlie paltry 
painted pillars on cither aide—the 
women's gallery with its great heavy 
curtain—file men*s witli ite tiiipaijited 
bencliea and dinjy front—the lettering 
little table at the altar, wi th the com¬ 
mandments on the wail; above it, 
scarcely legible through lack of paint, 
and dust and damp—so unlike the 
velvet and gilding, tlie marble and 
woodjof a modern church—aiy:; strange 
and etrlkmg* There is one object, 
too, which rivets tiie aitcutlon and 
fascinates the gaite,anii from which we 
may turn hovror-stricken. iu vain, for 
the recollection of it will haunt us, 
waking and sleeping, for a long time 
afterwards. Immediately below the 
read til g-dexk, on tlie floor of the 
chapel, and forming the most con* 
apicuAus object in its liltie area, 
is the N/vtdemned pevtf a iiuge black 
pen, in which the wretched people, 
who are singled out for deafii, are 
placed, on the Sunday preceding tbeir 
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executionj ill sight of all their fdlow* 
prisoEers, from matiy of whom they 
may have been separated but a week 
before^ to hear prayers for their own 
Boulfl, to join in tlie reaponees of their 
own burial aervice^ and to listen to an 
Aildreaa, warning their recent comp** 
uiona to take example by tbclr fate, 
and urging themselves, while there is 
ysi time — tiEarly four-and-twenty 
hours—to ** turn, and flee from the 
wrath to oomo ! Imagine what have 
bnen the feelings of the men whom 
that fearful pew hoa eneloaed, and of 
whom, between the gallows and the 
knife, no mortal remnant may now 
remain ! Think of the hopeless dinging 
to life to the last, and the wild despair, 
tar exweding in anguish tlie felow*a 
death by which they have liewd 

the certainty of their speedy transmis¬ 
sion to another world, with all their 
crimes upon thoir heads, rung into 
thoir ears by (Jio officiating clergyman J 

At one time—and at no distant 
period either—the coffitia of the men 
al>out to be executed, wore placed in 
that pew, upon the seat by their side, 
during the whole service^ It may 
seem incredible, but it is true^, Let 
us hope that the increased spirit of 
civiimtioii and humanity which abo¬ 
lished this frightful and degrading cus¬ 
tom, may extend itself to other usages 
equally barbarous; usages which Jiave 
not even the pica of utility in thoir 
defence, as every yearns experienee lias 
aliown them to be more and mors 
iuefh caeioui’. 

Leaving the chapel, deaeending to 
the passage so fre<iuetjtly alluded to, 
and crossing the yard before noticed 
as being allotted to prisoners of a more 
respectable description than the gene¬ 
rality of men confined here, the visiter 
airivca at a thick iron gate oF great 
size and strength. Having been ad¬ 
mitted through it by the turnkey on 
duty, he turns sharp round to the left, 
and pauses before another gate ; and, 
having passed tliia last barriOir, he 
Btands in tlie moat terrible part of 
this gloomy building—the condenioed 
ward. 

The pre^yard, well known by 


name to newspaper renders, from 
its frequent mention in accounts of 
exeentione, is at the corner of tho 
building, and next to the ordinary’s 
bouse, in Newgate-etreet: running 
from Kewgate-street, towards the 
centre of prison, parallel with 
Newgatc-market. It is a long, narrow 
court, of which a portion of the wall in 
Newgate^street forms one end, and the 
gate the other» At the npper end, on 
tlie left-hand—that is, adjoining the 
wall id Newgate-stroet—is a cistern of 
water, and at the bottom a double 
grating {of which the gate itself forms 
A part) similar to that l^fore described. 

Through tJiese grates the prison ere are 
Allowed to see tbeir friends ; a turnkey 
I always remaining in the vacant space 
between, duriug the whole interview. 
Immediately on the right aa you enter, 
is a building containing the press-room, 
j day-room, and cells \ tlie yard ia on 
I every side surrounded by lofty walls 
1 guai^ed by chemvx de frUe; and the 
I whole 13 under tlie constant inspecdon 
of vigilant and experienced tui^keya. 

In the fii'at apartment into which we 
were conducted—which was at the top 
of a staircase, and immediately over 
the preea-rooin—^were five-and-twen»y 
or thirty prisoners, all under sentence 
of death, awaiting tho result of the 
recorder's report—men of all ages and 
appearfinccs, from a hardened old of¬ 
fender with Ewarthy face mid grizzly 
beard of three days^ growth, to a hand¬ 
some boy, not fourteen years old, and 
of aingoloj-ly youthful apjiearance even 
for that age, who had been condemned 
for burglary* There was nothing re¬ 
markable in the appearance of tllcso 
prifioners. One or two decen tly-drensed 
men were brooding with & dejected air 
over the fire j several little groups of 
two or three had been engaged in con- 
veirsation at the upper end of the room, 
or in tho windows; and the remainder 
were crowded round a young mani 
seated at a table, who appeared to 
be engaged in teaching tlie younger 
ones to write. The roi>m was large, 
airy, and dean. There was very little 
anxiety or mental suflering depicted id 
the countouance of any of the men* 
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they hod all been Bcntenced to death, 
it b tnie^ and tb« recturder^a report 
had not yet been made * but, we que«- 
tion whether tliere waa a man among 
them, notwithstanding, who did not, 
l^oto that although he had undergone I 
tim oeremony, tt nerer was intended | 
that his life should he eacrificeil On 
tl^e table lay a Testamoot, but there 
were no tokena of its having been in 
recent nse^ 

In the presfr-room below, were three 
meu, the nature of whose offeni^ rea* | 
dered it tieccawry to separate them, j 
even from their compantons in guilt. 
It is a long, sombre room, with two 
windows sunk into tho atone wall, and 
liere the wretched men are pinioned 
on tlie moniiug of their executiou, be* 
fore moving towards tho scaffold. The 
fate of nne of theae priBonera was un« 
ccrtaui; some mitigatory eircumsbanoes 
having come to light since his trial, 
which had been humanely represented 
in the proper quarter. The other two 
had notliing to expect from the mercy 
of the crown ; their doom waa sealed ; 
no plea could be urged in extenuation 
of their criitte, ajid they well knew that | 
for them there was uo hope in this] 
world, “ Tlie two short ones,” the; 
turnkey whimpered,, “ were dead men/* 

The nian to whom we have alluded 
as entertaining some hopes of escape^ 
was lounging at the greatest disiauce 
he could place between himself and 
hU companions, in the window nearest 
to the door, H e was probably aware of 
our approach, and h^ asaumed an air 
of coui'ageous indifference; hia face 
was purpOBely averted towards tbe 
window, and he stirred not an inch 
while we were pixtont. The other two 
men were at the upper end of the 
room. One of them, who Was imper¬ 
fectly seen in the dim lights had hia 
back towards us, and was stooping 
over tlie firej with his right arm on 
the mantelpiece, and his head sunk 
upon it. The other^ was leaning on 
the Bill. of the fartliest window. The 
liglit felt full upon him, aud communi¬ 
cated to hti.pale, haggard face, and dis¬ 
ordered hair, an appearance which, at 
that distauce^ was ghastly* His cheek 


rested upon his hand; and, with bis 
face a little raised, and his eyes widely 
staring before him, he seemel to be 
UDconsciously intent on counding the 
chinks in the opposite wall. We paaaed 
this room again afterwards* The hrst 
man was pacing up and down the court 
with a firm military atep'—he had been 
a soldier in the foot-guarda—and a 
doth cap jauntily thrown on one side 
of his head. He bowed respectfully to 
our conductor, and the salute was re¬ 
turned, The other two still remaiued 
in the poakians wc have described, aad 
were as motionless as statues.* 

A few paces up the yard, and form¬ 
ing a continuatiun of the building, in 
which arc the two rooms we have just 
quitted, lie the condemned cells. The 
entrance is by a narrow and obscure 
staircase leading to a dark passage, lu 
which a charcoal stove casts a ludd 
tint over tJie objects in its immediate 
vicinity, and diffiisos something like 
warmth aruund. From the left-hand 
side of this passage, tlie ma^ive door 
of every cell on die story opens ; and 
from it alone cau they be approached. 
There are thi'ee of these passages, and 
three of these ranges of cells, one above 
the other ; but lu size, funuture and 
appearance, tliey arc all precisely alike. 
Friar to the recoidcr^s report being 
made, all die prisoners under sentence 
of death are removed from the day- 
rcHj^m at five o*clack in the afternoon, 
and locked up in these cells, where they 
are allowed a candle until ten oVduck; 
mid here they remain until seven next 
morning When the warrant for a 
prisoner's execution arrives, he is 
removed to the colls and confined in 
one of them until he loaves it for the 
scaffold. He is at liberty to walk in 
the yard ; but^ both in his wdka and 
in his cell, he is constantly attended 
by a turnkey who never leaves him on 
any pretencs. 

Wtj entei'ed the firat coll It was a 
stone dungeon, eight feet long by eix 
wide, wiLh a bench at the upper end, 


• Theis two men Fere eiecutrd shortily 
mnerFarda. The Other wu ngpited durlog 
bu DutJefltjr^i pleuun. 
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under which were a common rug, fers htm&elf tq be led tu his ee&tj 
01 bible^ and ptuyer-bdok, An iron mechaiucally take# tlic tiblc which is 
candlestick w^ fixed into the wall al placed in his hand, and trice to read 
the side ; and a Email high window in and listen^ No t his tliuughts will 
tile back admitted as much air and wander. The book is torn and soiled 
Jight SA could struggle in between a ; bj' use—and like the book he read his 
double row of heavy, crossed iron bars, lessons in, at school, just forty years 
It contained no otliev furnittire of any ago ! He has never bestowed a thought 
description. upon it, perhaps, since he lelt it as a 

Conceive the situation of a man, child ; and yet the place, the time, 
spending his last night on earth in. this the room — uay, the very boys he 
ctlh Buoyed up with uome vague and played with, crowd as vividly before 
undefined hope of reprieve, he knew him as if they were scenes of yester- 
not why'^^influlging in some wild and day ; and some forgotten phrase,some 
visionary iilea of escaping, he knew not childish word, rings in hia ears liko 
how—hour after hour of tlie throe the echo of one uttered but a minute 
preceding days allowed bim tor pl^e- since. The voice of the clergyman 
pariLtlon, has fled with a speed wdiicli lecals him to himself. He is reading 
no mau living wouhi deem possible, from the sacred book its solemn 
for none but this dying man can know. ■ promises of pai-don for repentance, and 
Ho has wearied Ins tnerids wdth en- , its awful denunciation of obdurate 
treaties, exhausted the attendants witli ] men. He fallu ujwn his knees and 
importunities neglected in Ilia feverish ' clasjifl Ids hands to pray. Hush I 
restlessness the timely warnings oi his ; what sound was that I He starts upon 
spiritual coi]iS<ilcr ^ and, nuw that the liia tvei. It cannot bo tw(i yet. 
illusion is at Inst disjiclled, now that | Hai‘k ! Two quarters have struck ; 
etciiiity is bofoi,^ him aud guilt behind, I —tlie thli^—the IVnirth. It is I 
now tJiat ins fears of death amount i hours left. Tell him not of repent- 
almost to madiicss^inid an ovei'whelm- | bdco ! Six hours^ repentance for eight 
ing sense of his helpless, hopelesfl state times six years of guiU and sin' He 
rushes u[ionhim,hu ifa lest and stupificd, buries his face in hin hands, and throws 
and has neither thoughts to turn to, hitnueif ou the bench, 
nor power to call upon, the Almighty Worn with watching and excLte- 
Being, from w'hom ahviie he can seek meat, he sleeps, and tbe aatne unsettled 
lucrcy and forgiveness, and before | state of miud pursues him ia his 
whom his repeutitiiue can alone avaiL | di'cams. An insa^jportable load is 
Hours have glided by, and still he ] taken fmm his breast * he is walking 
aits i.pon the same atone bench with with his wife in a ]>lcaa&ut field, witli 
folded anus, heedlcBs alike of the fast the bright sky above them, and a 
decreasing time before him, and tlie fresh and bound less prospect on every 
urgent entreaties of the good man at | si do ^—how diffcreut from the Atone 
hifl side. TJie feeble light is wanting • walls of Ncwpnte 1 She is looking— 
gradually, and the deathlike B[illiic$£j not as she hd wLien he saw her for 
of the street without, broken only by tlie last time in that dreadful place, 
the rumbling of some ]>uAsing vehicle but a» she used when he Loved her— 
which echoca mournfully through the long, long ago, before misery and ill- 
empty yards, warns him that the night treatment bad altered her looks, and 
is waning fa^t away. The deep bell vice had changed his nature, and she 
of St. Paul’bi strikes—'Oiiot Reheard is loaning upon ins arm, and looking 
it; it has roused him. Seven bouth up into his face with tenderness and 
loft! He paces the narrow limits of alfqction—and he doen not slriko her 
hia cell with rapid etridea, cold drops now, nor rudely Ahake her frrim liim, 
of terror starting on his fi>rehcad| and And ch ! how glad he is to (ell her all 
every muscle of hia fr&mo quivering he had forgotten in that last hurried 
with agony. Seven huiu‘a I lie auf- Interview^ and to fall on hia kueea 
Ho. m. A 9 
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beftire her and fervently beseeeh her 
pardon for all the iinkiudneu and 
cruelty that wasted her form and 
broke her heart I The scene suddenly 
changes^ He is <m his trial again ; 
tliere are the judge and jufjt *nd pre- 
eecutors, and witneseea, juat aa they 
Were befi»re« How fpU the court is — 
what a sea of heads—with a gallows, 
too, and a soaffoM—and how all those 
people stare at Afm/ Verdict, “ Gmlly." 
bfo matter ; he willl escape. 

The night is dark and cold, the gates 
have been leli open, and in an instant 
be is in the atneet, flying from the 
scene of his imprisrmment like the 
wmA* The atreeta are cleared, the 
open fields are ^ined and the broad 
wide country lies before him. Onward 
he dashes m the niidat of darkness, 


over hedge and ditch, throngh mud 
and pool, bounding from apot to spot 
with a speed and lightncas, astonishing 
even to himself^ Al length he pauses; 
he must be safe from pursuit now ■ he 
will stretch himself on tliat bunk and 
sleep till sunrise. 

A period of nnconscionsness sue* 
Deeds. He wakes, cold and wretched. 
The dull gr&y light of morning is steaL 
ing into the eeJU and falls tipon the 
form of the attendant turnkey. Con¬ 
fused by hia dreams, be starts from his 
uneasy bed in momentary nncertainiy. 
It is but momentary. Every object 
in the narrow cell is too frightfully 
real to admit of doubt or mistake. 
He is the condemiied felon again, 
guilty and despairing ; aud itl two 
hours more wdJ he dead 
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CHARACTEHa 

CHAPTER L 

Tit OUGHTS ABOUT 


Ir is strange with how little 
{:ondj tfftd, or iiidiffeTent^ a man may 
live and die in London He awakens 
710 sympatiiy m the breast of any 
Ein;;le [>eraon; his existence la a 
matter of interest to no one save 
liiinseir I ho cannot be said ta be 
foT^otten when he dies^ for no one 
remembered him when he was alive. 
There is a numerous clasfi of pei^ple 
in this great nmtropolts wiio eeein 
not to possess a single friend, and 
whom nobody appears to care for, 
Urged by inifterative iieceasity in the 
first instance, they have resorted to 
London in search of employment, and 
the means of subsistence. It in hard, 
we know, to break the ties winch bind 
us to our homes and friends, and 
harder still to efface the thousand 
recollections of happy days and old 
times^ wdiich have l^n elumbering 
in our bosoms for years, and only rush 
upon the mind, uj brin^ before it asso¬ 
ciation 9 conni^cted with the friends we 
have left, the scenes liave beheld 
too proiiably for the last time, and the j 
hopes we once clicrished, but may en- j 
tertaici no more. Theise men, however, 
happily for tbettlselvea^ have long for^ 
gotten Buch thoughts. Old country 
i dends have di ed or emigrated; fonner 
correspondents have become lost, like 
themselvea, ta the crowd and turmoil 
of some busy city;, and they have 
gradually eettled down into mere 
paseive creaturea of habit and« ea- 
durauce. 

We were seated jn. the enclosure of 
Si James^fi Park the other day, when 
our attention was attracted by a man 


whom we immediately put down in 
ottr own mind ss one of this class. He 
was a tall, thinj pale person, in a 
black coat, Scanty gray trousers, 
little pinched-up gaiters, and brown 
beaver gloves. He bad an umbrella 
ill his hand—not for use, for the day 
was hiie^but, evidently, because he 
always carried one to tlie office iu the 
moruiiig. He walked Up sad down 
before the little patch of grsas on whidi 
the chairs ai^ placed for hire, not as 
if he were doing it for pleaHiire or 
recreation, but aa if it wtre a matter 
of com pulsion,, just as he would walk 
to the office every morning from the 
back settUments of Islington, U was 
Monday i be bad escaped for four- 
oud'-tvi'enty hours from the thraldom 
of the desk; and was walking here for 
piterciBe and amusemeiit—^perhaps for 
the first time in liis life. Wc were 
inclineil to think he bad never had 
a holiday before, and that be did not 
know what to do with JjitnselL Children 
were playing on the grass ; groups of 
people w'ere loitering about, chatting 
and laughing J but tlie man walked 
Steadily up and down, unlieeding and 
unheeded, his spare pale face looking 
os if it were incapable of bearing the 
exj^s&ion of curiosity or interest. 

There was snmetlniig in the man’s 
Rianner and appearance which Cold us, 
we fancied, his whole life, or rather 
Ilia whole day, for a man of tJiia sort 
hue DO variety of days. We thought 
we almost saw the dingy little back 
office into which he walks every morn* 
ing, hanging his hat on the same peg, 
oad placing his legs beneath the same 
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de^Ak i firsts taking off tliht black conti fiolving problems in simpls AddiUom 
^vJiich lasts th<; year tlirouglb Sonietimea^ tbere ia a letter or two to 
putting on tho one wliicli diil duty take up to his emplnyer'e, in RuAsell- 
last j'cii'j and whieli he kerpa in his square j and then, the wealthy niati of 
desk to save the other. Tlitre he sits bnaiitwa, heaniig Ins voice, t!alla out 
tiil five o’clock, working on*all dny, as from the dhiing-pnrlour,—“ Come m, 
1‘egalarly as the dial over the mantel- Mr. Smith i" and Mr* Smith, putting his 
piece, whose loud ticking is as mono- hat at tlie feet of one of the hail chairs, 
tonoua as his whole existence : only w alk$ timidly in, and being condescend- 
raiijing his head when some one enters ingly desired to sit down, carefully 
the cuunting-houAe, or when, in the tucks his legs under his cliair* and 
midst of some difficult calculatiou, he wts at a considerable distance from 
looks np to the coiling as if there were the table wdiile he drinks the of 
in^piration in the dusty skylight with sherry which is poured nut for liitn by 
a gi'ecn knot io the centre of every the eldest boy, and after drinking 
pane of glaF^* About five, or half- i which, he hacks and slides out of the 
pasf, he sbwdy dismounts from his room, in a slate of nervous ngitation 
accustomed stool, and again changing f™m which he does not perfectly 
li]!^ coat* proceeds to his usual diiting*^ recover* imcil lie finds himself once 
place, Mmewhtre near Bucklersbury* more in the Islingtou-road. l^oor, 
The waiter recites the bill of fare in a | harmless crcivtures such men ai-e ; 
rather confidential manner—for lie is | con tented but not happy ; broken- 
a regular customer—and after inqiilr- i spirited and humbled, they may feel no 
iiig ** Whai ’6 in tho best cut 1 and pain, but they never know pleasure- 
** What was up last lie orders a ] Compare these men with another 
small pblc of roast beef, with greenfl, class of beings who, like them, have 
atiil half-a-pint of porter* He has a neither friend nor eompniiioiij but 
fiTiiill plate to-day* because greens ai^e who&c position in society is the result 
a ihcimy moi^ than potatocfi* and he ' of their own choice. These are getic- 
ha-i infcada” yesterday, with rally old fellows witli wliitc heads and 

iJiq aOditiona] cnoniiity of theeso” I red faces, addicted to port wine and 
the day before* This important point I Hessian boots, who from some cause* . 
settled, be hangs up liU liat—ho j real or imaginary — generally the 
took it off the moment he sat down-— ’ former, the excellent reason being that 
and bcfipcaks the paper alter the next' they ai‘c rich, and their relations 
gentlctnau* If he can get lE while ho | poor—grow ?iuspicinus of overy body, 
is at dinner, he eats with much : and do the misanthropical in chambers, 
greater zest; balancing it againat the I taking great delight in thinking ihem- 
water-bottle, and eating a bit of beef*' selvcB unhappy, and making eveiy 
and reading a line or two* alter- body they come near* tniserablo. You 
aately. Exactly at five minutes be- may ^ee such men iliese, any where; 
fore tho hour is up, he produces a | you W'dl know them at coffee-houses 
shilling* pays the reckoning, carefully j by their discon touted exclamations and 
deposits the change in his waistcoat- the luxury of their dinners ; at 
pocket (first deducting » penny for theatres* by their always sitting in the 
the waiter), and returns to the office, same ]>lace and looking with a jiun- 
from which* if it is not foreign post diced eye on all the young people near 
night, he agiflii sallies forth, in a^ut tliem; at church, by the pomposity 
half an liour. He then walks home, with which they enter* lujd the loud 
ac his usual pace, to his little back tone in which they repeat the 
room at Islington, where he has his responses ; at parties* by their getting 
tea; perMWpa Kolaciiig himself during cross at whist and hating music. An 
tlio meal with the conversation of hia old fellow of this kind will liave his 
landlady's little boy, whom he occa- chambers splendidly funnyhed* and 
fiionally rewards with a peuDy, for j collect books^ plate, and pictures about 
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him m profutiion; not so murh for hia 
owQ gi'^tific^viion, as to be superior to 
ilLDse who Imvc the desire, but not the 
ineniibj to eejinjiete whli him, lie 
beltmua to two or three elubs, and is 
etivied, and flattered, and hated by 
the members of thcin alb Sometitues 
he v^ilL be appealed to by a poor 
relation—a married nepheur ]jet'ha ]>9 
'—for some little Asaistance ; and 
tiiea he will declaim with huiieat in¬ 
dignation on the impi^jvideneo nf 
joung married people, the worthless¬ 
ness of a wife^ the iiisuieuee of Jiaving 
a family, the atrcieity of getting into 
debt with a hundred and twenty-five 
pounds a-year, and other uiip:^unable 
eriims ^ witidiiig up his exhortations 
witli a coTuplacent review of his own 
conduct, and a delicate allusion to 
parochial relief. He dies, some day 
after dinner, of apoj>lejEy, having be- 
ipieathed his property tn a Public 
Society, and llic huititution erects a 
taljloi to liismemor 3 \ expressive of tVieiv 
admirjitiDn of Ina Chrmtiau conduct m 
this world, am] their cumlortable cou- 
viction of his iiappiiiess in the next 
But, next to our very particular 
friends, hackue^’-coachiucii, c:tbnien 
and cads, whom we admire in propor¬ 
tion to the extent of tlieir cool impu- 
rlencc and perfect .sclf-posseasion, 
tiierc is Jio of people who amuse 
Us nior€ tlisii London apprentices. 
Tiicy arc no longer aa organ iacd body, 
bound dowii by eolciun Compact to 
tciTiiy hismajetiiy^s subjects wdicuever 
it picosea tiieiri fo take olfi:ncc in their 
heads aud staves in their liands. 
They are only bound, now, by inden¬ 
tures ; and, as to their valour, it is 
easily restrained by the wiiulesonic 
dread of the New i*o]iee, and a per¬ 
spective view of a damp btation-hoiise, 
tenniuating in a police-ufiice and a 
reprimands They ai** still, howevet, | 
a peculiar class, and not the less plea- 
eaut for being iiiofTcnsivc- Ciiii nnr . 
one fail to have noticed theni in the 
fltreeta on Sunday I And wei'e tiiere 
ever such hanulesEi efforts at the 
grand and tuaguificent aa tlie young 
felloH's display I We walked down 
the Siraud, a Sunday or two ago, 


behind a little group ^ and they fur- 
Ditihed food for our uinusemeiit die 
whole way. They had come out of 
some part of tlie city ; it was between 
; three and four o'clock in the after- 
noou; and they on their way 

to tile Park* There were four of 
them, all arm-in-arm, with white kjd 
gloves like so juany bridegrooms, light 
trousers of unprecedented patterns, 
and coatA for which the English 
language ha^s yet no name— a kind of 
cre^ between a great-coat and a sm^ 
tout, with the collar of the one, tlie 
aklrta of the other, and pockets pecu¬ 
liar to themselves. 

Each of the gentlcTuen carried a 
fliick stick, with a loi'gc at the 

top, which he occasiorrsdly twirled 
graocfuJIy round and tlie whole four, 
hy way of looking easy and uiieou^r 
oemed, vrere walking witli a paralytic 
swagger irresifiitlhly ludicrous. Guo 
of llic party had a watch about the 
size and shape of a I'casoiiable Ribstone 
pip]hii, jammed into hia waistcoat- 
pocket, which he carefully compared 
with the clocks at St. Clement'e OJid 
the New Chui^h, the illuminated cWk 
at Exeter ’Change, the dock of St. 
Marlin’s Cliureh, and the cluck of tlie 
Horse Guards. When they at last 
andved in Saint Jameses Pork, the 
member of the party who had the best 
made boots on, hir^ a second chair 
expressly for bia feet, and Hung him¬ 
self on Alia two-pennyworth of sylvan 
luxury with an &if wliicli level)cil all 
dintiiictioi'is between Hrookes’y and 
Siiooks's^ Crockford'a fljid Bugnigge 
Wells. 

We may amile at such people, but 
they can never excite our auger. They 
are usually on the beat term^ wdth 
themselveK, and it follows ahuoatas a 
matter of course, in good huuiour wUli 
every one about them. Dealdcs, they 
are always tlie faint reflection of higher 
lights ; and, if they do display a little 
orcaxlujial foolery in tlieir own pi'oper 
persons, it is surely more tolerable 
than precocious puppyism in the 
Quatiraut, whiskered datulyism in 
Regenustreet and Pall-mall, or gal¬ 
lantry in its dotage any wheix;. 
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CHAPTER IL 

A CEIRISTHAS T>INN£R, 


CuftiatHA^ tim^ ! That man muat be | 
a [Lii^iitliii'iJ}K> in bJn;ast 

i!^Tiietliiii^ like a jovial fevling is tiot 
rousL'd—lit vi hoee: tniDtl aotne pleELsant 
assouiatiojis are net awakened—by die 
revuri‘ence of Christnios, There aro 
people wlio will tell you thjiL Cliriat- 
hias is not to them wltat U used to he; 
tliat each succeciliii^ Christmas lias 
lound 50iiie chcriiiJiieJ bope^ or happy 
pfiispect, of Uiu year before, diiumed 
nr poised away; that the present only 
scpvefl to remind thorn of reduced 
cirouniatancoidi and stiuiteaed iucumes 
“’Ol the feasts tliey ouce bestowed on 
hollow friends, and of the cold looks that 
meet them now, m adversity and 
fortune. Never heed Hueh dismal 
reminiscences. There are few men 
who have lived Loii^ enough in the 
world} who cannot call up bucIi 
thoughts any day in the year» Then 
do not select the iuerricst of tJie three 
Imndred and Bixty-hve, for your dole¬ 
ful recolleetione, hut draw your cliair 
nearer the blazing lire^fiJl thu glass 
and send round the song—and if your 
room be smaller tlian it was a doeeii 
yeaj‘3 ago, or if your glass bo filled 
witJi reeking punch, instead of 
sparkling wine, put a good face oa the 
matter, and empty it olf-haml, and 
fill aiiothert and U'oU off the old ditty 
you used to sing, and thank God it’s 
no worae^ Look on the merry faces 
rif yuuc children (If you have any) os 
they sit round the fire. One little 
Beat may be empty ; one slight form 
that gladdened the father’s heart, and 
roused the mother's pride to look upon, 
may not be^icre. Dwell not upon the 
jiast ; think not that one sliort year 
ago, tho fair child now resolving into 
dust, sat before you, with the bloom of 
health upon ita cheek, and the gaiety 
of infancy in its joyous eye. Itedect 
upon your present blcssingu—of which 
every man has many—not on your 


past misfortunes, of which all men 
liave some. Fill yuur gloss again, with 
a merry face ajid conteiitc<l heart. 
Our life uti it, but your Cliristmas 
sliaJl be merry, oud yuur new year a 
hajjpy one! 

Wlio can be insoTisible to tlie dut^ 

pourings of good jcelmg,aiid the hoiicbt 
interchange of affectionate attachment, 
which abound at this eeaat^u ol the 
year I A Christmas family^partyl We 
know nothing in nature more delight¬ 
ful I Tlioro seems a magic in the very 
name of Christmaa I'etty jeEjonsiea 
and disconb are forgotten ; social feel¬ 
ings ore awakened, in bosoms to which 
tliey have lung been t^tiiLugers ; father 
and son, or brother and sister, who 
have met and passed witli averted 
gaze, or a look of cold reeognitiDJi, for 
mouths before, prodbr and return the 
cordial embrace, and bury their past 
HTiimositlea in their present happiness. 
Kiudly hearts tiiat have yearned to¬ 
wards each other, hut have been witli- 
held by false notions cf pride and aeJf- 
digiijty, are again reunited, and all i$ 
kindness and benevolence I Would 
that Christmas lasted the whole ye&r 
thnmgh (as it ought), and that tlie 
prejudiccB and paBsiona which deform 
our better nature, wci'o never called 
into action among Ihoao to whom 
they should ever Ui straugtib 1 

The Christmas family-jjarty that wo 
mean, is not a mere osseiubiage of 
reUtioQs, got up at a week or two^s 
notice, originating this year, haring no 
family precedent in the lost, and not 
likely tu be repeated In die next. No. 
It is an annual gathering of all the ac- 
GossihJs luembora of the family, young 
or old, rich or poor; and all the children 
louk forward to it, for two months 
belorebaud, in a fever of anticipation. 
Formerly, it was held ut giuud{>apa’s ; 
but grandpapa getting old, and grand¬ 
mamma getting old too, and rather 
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mfirm, they have given up houeekeep- 
in;T^ and dommiticuted tliemEtelvcfl with 
unde Ge<>rge \ &o, tlie party always 
takes place at uncle Cverge’s huoae, 
but graiuUimuima seuda in mo^tof the 
gooii tliiiiigf!| and grandpapa always will 
tc^dle diiWTi, aJ] the way to Newgate- 
marketf to buy the turkey^ which he 
engages a porter to bring home behind 
him in triumph, always iosistiiig on 
the man^s beiug rewarded with a glass 
of spiritSf over and above hie hire, to 
drink a moiry Christmas and a happy 
new year*' to aunt George. Ah to 
grauduiuniina, she is very secret and 
mysterious for two or three days be- 
forchandt but not sufficieiitly so, to 
prevent mmours getting afloat tliat she 
has purchased a beautiful new cap with 
pink ribbons for each of the servants^ 
togetlier with sundry books, and peu- 
kuiveSj and pencil-ease^, for the youiiger 
branchi^s ; to notliing of divers 
secret additions to iho order originally 
given by aunt Geoi^e at tlie pasti'y- 
cook’s, such as another dozen of mince^ 
pks for the dinner, and a large plum -1 
cake for the childi-en. i 

On Christmas-eve, grandmaminoa is 
always in excellent spirits, and after 
employing all the children, during the 
daj'i in stoning the plums, and all tJiat, 
insists, regulurly every year, on uncle 
George coining down into die kitchen, 
taking off his coat, and stirring the 
pudding for linlf an hour or so, which 
un^;le Geoi'ge good-liuinouredly dues to 
the vociferous delight of the cldldren 
and servaiite. The evoiang con* 
eludes with a gionuua game of blind- 
id an early stage of which 
gran d pn tn^lces great care to be caught, 
iu order that he may have an oppor¬ 
tunity nf displaying his dextenty. 

On the following morning, the old 
couple, with as many of the children as 
tlie pew Will hold, go to church in great 
btate i leaving aunt Georgo at home 
dusting decanters and filling castors, 
and uncle Geoigo carrying bottles into i 
llie ditnng-parlour, and calling for cork- 
flcrewA, and getting Into everybody’s 
way, 

When the church-party return to 
lunch, grandpapa produces a small, 


sprig of mtsletofl from his pocket, and 
tempts tlie boys to kiss their little 
coiiBins under it—a proocedlug which 
affords both the boys and the old 
gentioman unlimited satisfactAua, but 
which rather outrages gtandmamma’s 
ideas of decorpm, until grandpapa eayfli 
(hat when he was jnst thirteen years 
and three months old, Ae kissed grand 
man^ma under a mieletue too, on which 
the cbildrenclap tltoir hands,and lauglt 
very heartily, as do aunt George mid 
uucle George; and grandmamma looks 
pleased, and says, with a benevolent 
smile, that grandpapa was animpudeut 
young dog, on which the children 
laugh very heartily again, and grand¬ 
papa more heartily than any of them. 

But all these diversions are nothing 
to the Bubsequeut; excitement when 
grandmamma m a high cap, and slate^ 
ooLoui'edsilk gown; and grandpapa with 
a beautifully plaited shirt-frill, and 
white neckerchief; seat themselves on 
one side of the drawing-room dre, with 
uuck George’s children and little cou¬ 
sins innumerable, scaled in the front, 
waiting the arrival of the expected 
visiters. Suddenly a hackney-ccawh 
is heard to stop, and uncle George, 
who has been looking out of tlie 
window, exclaims “ Here’s Janel’* 
on whicli the children ruiih to the door, 
and helter-skelter down stairs ; and 
unde Robert and aunt Jiuie, and tlie 
dear little baby, and the nurse, and the 
whole party, are lujhered up stairs 
amidst tumultuous shouts of ** OJi,myi” 
from tlie children, and ft'equently re¬ 
peated waruiitga not to hurt baby from 
the nurse. Aud grandpapa takes the 
child, and gr^idmantma kisses her 
daughter, and the cotifcsion of this 
Arst entry has acarcely subsided, when 
aome otlier aunts and uncles with more 
coiisiuB arrive, and the grown-up cou¬ 
sins flirt with each other, and so Jo 
tlie little cousins too, for that matter 
and nothing is to be heard but a cou-- 
I fused din of talking, laughing, and 
merriment. 

A hesitating double knock at the 
street-door, h^rd during* momentary 
pause in the conversatJon, excites a 
general inquiry of ** Who that f and 
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two or three children, who have been 
etaudin^ at the window, anuounco in a 
low voice, that it’s *^poor aunt Mar¬ 
garet Upon which, aunt George leaves 
the room to wcJcoine the new comer; 
and grandnianima draws herself up, 
rather stiff and stately; fur Margaitit 
married a pour maji without her con¬ 
sent, and poverty not being a &uHi- 
cientl^ weighty punishment for her 
ofTence, has been discarded by her 
fi-iende, and debarred the society of 
her dearest reiatirea. But Cliristmas 
has come round, and the unkind feel- 
higs that have struggled against better 
dispositions during the year, iiave 
tnelted away befoi'c its geni^ influence, 
like half-formed ice bencatli tlie inorii- 
in;i sun. It is not difficult in a moment 
of angry feeling for a parent to de- 
nonnee a disobedicut child ; but, to 
banish her at & period of general good¬ 
will and JnJanty, f rom the hearth, rumid 
which she has sat tm so many auni- 
veraarics of the same day, expanding by 
slow degrees from infancy to girlhood, 
and then bursting, alm<»st imper^-ep- 
tibly, into a woman, js widely ditfei-eiit. 
The air of conscious rectitude, ami i 
cold forgiveness, which tile old lady 
has assumed, sits ill upuu her; and 
when the pour girl U led in by licr 
sister, jiale in looks and broken in 
hope—not from poverty, for that she 
could bear^ but from the consciousness 
of undeserved neglect, and unmerited 
unkindness—it is easy to see how much 
of it is assumed. A momentary pause 
Eucceeda; the girl breaks suddenly 
from her sUlcr and throws herself, 
sobbing, on her motlier'a neck. The 
father stops ha.^tdy forward, and takes 
her Uusband^fl hand. Friends crowd 
round to offer their hearty congratula¬ 
tions, and happiness and harmony again 
prevail. 

As to the dinner, it’s perfectly de¬ 
lightful— nothhig goes wrong, and 
everybody is in the very best of spirits, 
and disposed to plca&e and be pleased. 
Grandpapa relates a dreumstaELtiai 


account of the purdisse of the turkey, 
with a slight digression relative to the 
purchase of previous turkeys, uiifumier 
Christmas-daya, which grandmamma 
corroborates in the tn mutest particular 
Uncle Geoi:ge tella stones, and carves 
poultry, and takt-a wine, and jukco with 
the children at thcside-talde,and winka 
at the cousins tliat are making love, or 
being made love to, and exhilarates 
everybody with his good liiimour and 
liospita.lity; and when, at leal, a stout 
servant, staggers in with a gigantic 
pudding, wiiJi a sprig of holly in tlie 
top, tliere is eueh a iaiigliing, and 
shouting, and clapping of little chubby 
handfij and kiekmg up of fat dumpy 
legs, as can only be equalled by iho 
applause w'itli which tiie astonisinng 
leat of pouring Lighted brandy into 
mince-pies, is receive^l by the younger 
visitei-s. Then the d.esA!ei't f—and tlie 
wine £—and tiie fun ! Such beautiruL 
speeches, and suek from auuc 

Maiyai'ct^s husband, who turns out to 
be such a nice man, and 90 attentive to 
gTandmatnma! Even grandpapa not 
only sings Ins amiuaJ gong with unpre¬ 
cedented vigour, but on being honoured 
W’itli an unanimous cficorc, according to 
nniniai custom, actiially comes out with 
a new one which nobody but grand¬ 
mamma ever heard before ; and a 
young scape-grace of a eouain, who 
has becu iu aoine disgrace witli the 
old people, for certain hriuous sins of 
omlshloEi and commission—neglecting 
to call, and persisting in drinking 
Burton ale—astonishes everybody into 
con vubiong of laughter by voluuteoring 
the most extraor^linary comic songu 
t|^t ever were ard. And thus die 
evening paases, in a strmn of rational 
good-will and cheerfulness, doing moro 
to nwakon the sympathies of every 
member of the paily ni behalf ot liia 
neighbour, and to |ierpetuate tlieir good 
feeling during the ensuing year, tlian 
half the homilies tliat have ever been 
writU-tij by half the Divinei^ lliat liave 
ever (^ved, 
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CHAPTER III, 

TUE NEW YEAR, 


Next to ChriBtiTmFHiay, ilie nioat 
pit^a^ant amiuaJ epoch in exiateticc is 
the advent of tJie New Yeiir. There 
are a lachrymose set of people who 
usher in the New Year witli watching 
and fasthtg, as if they were bound to 
attend as chief mourners at tlie obse* 
quits of the old one* Now, we caimot 
but think it a great deal more couipU- 
mentary,^ both to the old year that hi^ 
roJJud away, and to tbo New Year tliat 
is just heginnhig to dawn upon ub, to 
see the old iellow^ out, and the new one 
iu, with gaiety and glco, 

TJiere must liave been some few 
occui rem-es in the past year to which 
wo can look hack, with a smile of 
cheerful recollection, if not with a 
foe I iug of heartfelt than kfulupiis. And 
\%-B are bound by every rule of juflticu 
and equity to give the New Year 
credit lor being a good one^ until Jie 
proves illniself unwortliy the ooufi' 
lienee we repose in him. 

Tins i$ our view of the mattery and 
entertaining it, notwitlistanding our 
respect fox‘ tbo old year, one of tlie 
fuiv remaining inon:ients of whose 
existence pasacs away w'ith every 
Word ue write, here we are, seated by 
our fireside on this Last night of the 
old year, one tliousand eight hundred 
and thirty-six, peniiiiig tliis article 
with aii jovial a face as it nothing extras 
ordinary had happened, or was about 
to hspjien, to disturb our good hiiTuour. 

Hackney-coaches and carrbgee keep 
rattling up the street and down the 
street in rapid succession, conveying, 
doubtless, smartly-di'csscd coaclifuta 
to crowded parties ; loud and repeated 
double knocks at the house with gi‘ecn 
blinds, opposite, announce to tlie wJiole 
neigh hour! lood that there "s one large 
party in the street at all eventi and 
we saw through ilie window, and 
through the fog too, till it grew so 
thick that we rung for candlcSi and 


drew our cor tains, pastrycooks^ men 
with green boxes on tlieir heacle, and 
rout-tumiture-warehoui^e-cart!^ with 
cane Beats and French lamps, hurry¬ 
ing to tlie numerous houses where an 
annual festival is held in honour of 
the oecHsioD. 

We can fajicy one of these parties, 
we think, os well as it we were duly 
drcBs-coated and pumped, and had ju&t 
been announced at tile drawiug-ruoiu 
door. 

Take the house with the green blind9 
for instuuce. Wo know it is a qua¬ 
drille party, becauBC we saw gome men 
taking up tlie trout drawing-room 
carpet while we eat at breakfast this 
morning, and jf further evidence bo 
required, and we must tell the truth, 
w'c just now saw one of tlie young 
ladies doing *' another of the young 
ladies' hair, ncai- one of the bed-room 
windows, in an uiiusudI style of splen¬ 
dour, which Dotliiiig el^^ but a qua¬ 
drille party could possibly justify* 

The master of the house w itli tlie 
green blinds ie in a public officie ] wc 
know the fact by the cut of his coat, 
the tie of hb neckcloth, and the selh 
satrBfaetton of Ills gait—tJie very green 
blinds themselves Jmve a Somerset- 
House air about them. 

Hark!—a cab! Tliat'a a junior 
derk in the same ofiice ; a tidy sort 
of young man, wdth a tendency to cold 
and corns, who comes In a pair ol 
boots wiih bUek doth fronts, and 
bringa hia shoes in Ins coat-pocket, 
wLidi shoes he is at tliiE verymnnicut 
putting on in tlie linll. Now', he 10 
announced by the man in the passage 
tu another man in a blue coat, who 
is a dbguised messenger Jrom tJie 
oflice. 

The man on the first landing pre¬ 
cedes him to the drawing-room door. 
** Mr. Tupple! shouts the messenger* 
^‘How ait you, Tupple aayfl the 
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master of the houfie, advaviomg £h>rtl 
the tirej l>ul't>re wliich he has been 
tftlkiing polities and airing hiciiself. 

dcar^ this is Mr« Tupple (a 
courteous ^Inte from tJie lady of the 
house) 'f TuppLe, my eldest daughter } 
Julia, Diy dear, Mr, Tupple ; I'upple, 
my utlier dnugliters; my son, sir ; 
I'upple rubs his hands very ha^, and 
smiles as if it were all capital fan, and 
keeps coiishmtiy bowing and turning 
liimselfruund,ti)l the whole family have 
been intn»di.iced, when he glides into 
& chair ilie corner of the sofa, and 
opens a luiseellaueous oanyeimlioa 
With the youjig ladies upon tJie wea* 
ther, and the theatres, and the old 
year, and the last new murder, and 
tile balluoii, and the ladies* sleeves, 
and tlie tes^tu'ities of the season, and a 
great many utlitr topics of small talk« 

Moxu lioubLe kniHjksI what an est- 
tensive parry ; what an incessant 
Jmm of cotiversatign and general 
sipping of culibe ! We see Tnpple 
now^, in our mind's eye, in the 
height of lua giory» lie has juat 
Jiauded that stout old lafly*B cup to 
tlie servant; ami now, he dives among 
the crowil uf young men by the duor, 
to intcTtiept the otiier servant, and 
secure the muifin-pJate for the cJd 
lady^B daugluer, belore he leaves the 
room ; aud now, as he passes tlie sofa 
on hi9 w'ay back, he bestows a glance of 
recoguition nuJ patronage U[jon the 
yoiuig Jadies, as cuiideseending and 
familiar as il he had known them from 
infancy. 

Charming person Mr.Tupple—per¬ 
fect ladie^' ijiau—such a delightful 
companion, too! Laugh 1^—uuhudy 
ever uuderstcod papa’s Jokes half so 

well as Mr. U'upple, who bughs him-^ 
self into ermvuibioiis at every fresh 
burst of fucetiousnesH.^ Moat delight¬ 
ful partner 1 talks tlirOugh the whole 
set! aud although he does seem at 
hrst rather j^^y and frivolous, eo 
romantic and with so mitc/i feeliug 1 
Q,uite a love, No great favourite with 
the young men, certainly, who sneer 
at, aod effect to despise him; but 
every body knows tliat's only envy, 
aud they needn’t give themselves the 


trouble to depreciate hia merits at 
any rate, for Ma says he sliaJI he asked 
to every future dinner-pariy, if it's 
ouly to talk to ^jcoplc bciwecn the 
courses, and distract tlieir attention 
when there 'a any unexpected dday in 
tlic kitchen. 

At supper, Mr» Tupple shows to 
still greater advantage than he iiaa 
done throughout the evening, and 
wjien Pa requests every oue to fill 
tJieir glasses for Uie purpose of drink¬ 
ing happiness throughout the year, 
Mr. Tupple is no droll: iubiatiiig on all 
tlie young ladies having their gba^ 
filled, notwitlLsUmdiiig their pejjcated 
aHSurauces that tlicy never can, by 
any possubihty, think of emptying 
them : and subeequently begging per¬ 
mission to say a few words on the sen- 
tiuieut which has just been uttered by 
Fa—when he makes uue of the most 
brillisut and poetical speeches tliat 
can jkossibly ba imagined, about the 
old year and new one. Alter the 
toAst lias been drunk, and when the 
ladies have retired, Mr. Tui»p1e re^ 
quests tliat every gciitlcuiau will do 
him tiie favour of hiling hisglaiis, for 
he has U toast tO prcpuiwe ; on which 
all the geutlemen cry ^ ileor ! hoar 1 
and pn^ the decanaoconliiigly ; 
and Mr. Txipple being iiilornicd by the 
master of the house that limy arc all 
charged, mxd waiting lor hi3 toast, 
rises, and bega to renuiid the gentle^ 
uieu praaont, huw much they have 
been delighted by the da^^liug &miy 
of elegance and beauty which the 
drawiug-ruom has exhibited diat nignt, 
and how thetr a*^iise8 have been 
charmed, and thel'^ hcarta captivated, 
by the Iwwitchiug cuiiceutraliuu of 
female loveliueBs which tlmt very 
room has soreceutly dlH]>layed. (Loud 
cries of ** Heart’*) Much as he 
(Tupple) would be disposed to deplore 
die absence of the ladies, on other 
grounds, lie cannot but derive some 
conaolstiuu from the rcliccLion that 
tlie very circumstance of tlieir not 
being^prefletit, enables him to propose 
a tuaat, which he would have other- 
wise been prevented from giving— 
tliat toast be begs to say is—^^The 
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Ladieg t (Grc&t appl&uae.) The h]B repUes to iho inquiriefl of atiun^r 
LadJt^a 1 atnD1l^^ whom the fiuiclnatiiig applicd*iatHiji)eftireixt^liu hia Lelmviuur 
daughters of their exceUeiit hositi are to Ji is suptriors, majeatie in hia cieport- 
alike c<iiispieui>na For their beaotyj meiit to the nienaeugers, (Cheers^) 
their oeroinpliehnieiit^} and their eie^ Wlien he beara tliia nit-rited testimony 
gance, IIq httgu them to drain a Ui tlie excellent qualities of hia frienlj 
bumper to 'TJie Ladica} and a happy Dobble, what can he say in approach- 
new year to theui (lYobnged ap* • iiig such a Eubjeet ae Mrs. Dobblo ^ 
probation ; above wliioh tlie noise of b it r^qaiaite for him to expatiate on 
the Indies dancing the Spanidi dance tlie qualities of ttiat amiable womau { 
among thuiiiaulveii, over head, is dU^ No ; he will spare hia friend Ibbbte'^fl 
tinctly audible.) feelings ; be will spare the feelings of 

The applause consequent on this his friend—if he will allow him to have 
toaatj has scarcely aub^Lded, w'heu a the lionour of calling him go—Mr» 
young geutlainan iii & pink under- i JJobble, junior, (iierc Mn Dobble,^ 
waistcoat, lining towards the botUim | junior, who has been preriouBlyd istend- 
of the table, la observed to grow very mg his nnmtii to a eou&iderable width, 
restless and hdgety, and to evince by thruatiug a particularly line orange 
etrong indications of some latout de- into that feature, au^peoda operaUonB, 
aire to glvo v{;iit lo his foelingB in a and assumes a proper appearance of 
speech, which the wary Tupple at uiteusc melancholy ) He will simply 
once perceiving,determines to lorestal I say—ami he is quite certain it is a 
by Speaking himself. He, therefore, ! sentiment in which all who hear him 
rises again, with an air of solemn im- j will readily concur—that Ids friend 
porhuice, and tenats he may be Dubble is as superior to any man he 

luiLtoJ to pr{>pose anotlier toast ever knew, as Mi'S. Cobble la far be- 
(unqualihed approbation, and Mr, youd any woman he ever saw {except 
Tupple pruceedah He ia sure iliey her daughters); and ho will coududo 
must all be deeply impressed with the by proposing tlidr wortLiy Host and 
hospitality—lie may say the eplendour Hostess, and may Ihey live to eajoy 
“With which they have been tliat niaiiy mure new years [ 
night received by their wortliy host The toast is drunk with acclamation; 
and liostcsr. (UnbounJed applause) Dobble retoniB thanks, and die whole 
Although til is ia the hrat occ^Ioa party rejoin the iadiea lu the drawing- 
oii xi^hich ho haa had the pleasure | noom^ Yoimg men who w ere (oo 
and delight of Gitting at that hoard, he bashful to dance before supper, And 
lias known Ins trieud Hobble long and tongues and partners tiie musiciana 
iuLimately ; he baa been connected exhibit unequivocal symptoms of having 
with him m bustine^s—he wishes every diimk the new year in, while the com^ 
body present knew Dohblc as well 43 1 pany wen: out ; and dancing is kept 


be does« (A cough from tlie host,) 
He (Tupplc) os 11 by hb baud upou 
his (Tupple’s) iieart, and declare iifs 
confident belJof tliat a better man, a 
better huslutud, a better father, a 
bettor broilier, a better sen, a better 
relation in any relation of life, than 
Dobbio, never existed, (liuud cries 
of ** Hoar 1”) They have seen him 
to-night iu the peaceful bosom of his 
family ; tliey sliould see him in the 
moruiiig, 111 the trying duties of his 
oHice. Calm iu tlie perusal of tlie 
nmming j>apera, imcompromising in 
the algiiatui^ of liis uaine^ (liguihed in 


uj>, until far ut the hret moming of the 
new year. 

We li»ve scarcely written the last 
Word of the previous acutonce^ when 
the hm stroke of twelve, peaU from 
the neighbouring churcliea. There 
eertalniy—w‘e niust conl'esa it now—ie 
Bometliing awful In tlie sound, Strictly 
speaking,it may not be more impreesivo 
now, tlian at ajy utlier time; for Urn 
hours steal as sw'ittly on, &t other 
periods, and tlieir flight Is little heeded, 
II lit, we meuaure maii^s life by yeaifl, 
and it ia a bolenm knell tliat warns ua 
we have passed another of the land* 
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imai'kG which between U9 and 

the (;rave. Dis^^ui^e it as we may, the 
retteiHion wilJ force itself on our iiijiidsp 
that when Uie next bell announces the 


aiTival of & new year, we may l>e iq- 
bonsible alike of the timely waruijig we 
Inive fio often neglected, and of all itie 
warm feelings that ^low wltlu.ii us hOWhi 


CHAPTER IV* 

MISS £Va: 43 AN'D rtlE EAGLE, 


JIr. SiMtJEL WjLKtNS a carpenter, 
a jooviieyman carpenter of smalt di- 
ineiiaioiis, decided iy below tlio iiuddle 
size—bordering, perliaps, upon tlie 
ilwai'hsh. His face was round and 
elniimg* and his hair carefully twiated 
into tlie outer comer of each eye, till 
it formed a variety of that description 
of semi-curls, Uj^ualLy known as ** ag- 
gerawatiirs," Hi# earnings were al^ 
sufBcieiit for his wants, varying from 
eighteen ahilJiiigs to one pound five, 
weekly—hie manner undenjaldo—his 
sabbath waistcoats dazssling. No won¬ 
der that, with these qualifications, 
Samuel WLlkma found favour in the 
eyes of the other sex : many women 
have been ca]itivated by far less sub¬ 
stantial quahIdeation3u But, Samuel 
was proof against their blandish men tii, 
until at lengtti his eyes rested on those 
of a Being for whom, from that time 
fortli, he Jelt fate h^d destined Ltim 
He came, and conquered—proposed, 
and was aceepted—loved, and was 
beloved. Mr* Wilkins “ kept com¬ 
pany” with Jemima Evans. 

Mifia Evsne for Ivjns, to fulopt the 
proiiuuciation niobt in vogue with her 
circle of acquaiiitaii«) had adopted in 
early 11 Te the useful pursuit of shoe- 
binding, to which she had afterwards 
Eupcraihleil ihe occupation of a straw- 
bonnet maker. Herself, her matenaal 
parent^and two sisters, foiTUcd an har¬ 
monious quai'lett m the most secluded 
portion ol Caniden-town ; and here it 
was that Mr. Wilkins presented him- 
self, one Monday afternoon, in his best 
attire* with his face more shining and 
bis waistcoat more bright than either 


I had ever appeared befoi'e. The family 
j wore just going to tea, and were so 
glad to see him. It was quite a little 
least i two ounces of scrcn-and-six- 
penny green, and a quarter of a pound 
of the tfL'at fi-esh ; and Mr. Wilkins 
had brought a jtint of shrini|>s, neatly 
folded up in a clesn belcher, to givt; a 
zest to tJie meal, and [ji'opitiata ]^Irs. 
]viii3. Jemima was “cleaning her- 
self” up stairs; so Mr. Sainuol Wil¬ 
kins sat down and talked domestic 
economy with Mrs. Ivins* whilst Hit 
two youngest Miss Iviiises poked bits 
of lighted brown pajicr between the 
I bars under the kettlcj to make tlie 
wattT boil for tea* 

‘M wos a thinking,” Kiid ^Ir. Samuel 
Wilkins, during a pause in the coii- 
versatiou—**1 wos a thiuking of taking 
J'mima to the Eagle to night”— 
my 1” exclaimed Mrs. Ivina. J..or I 
hoIV nicer' said dio youngest Miss 
Ivins. " Well, I declare \ " added the 
youngest Mias Ivins but dne, “Tell 
Jemima to put on her wdiite muslin, 
Tilly," sereanied Mrs. Ivins^ witlt 
motherly anxiety ; and down came 
J-niinia bertdf soon aftonvards in n 
white muslin gown careUlII} hooked 
and eyed, a little red Rliawl, plenti¬ 
fully pinned, a ^hitc straw bonnet 
trimmed with red ribbons, a small 
necklace, a large pair of bracelets, 
Denmark satin shoes, and open- 
worked stockings; white cotton glovee 
oil her^ngei?, and a cambric pocket- 
handkerchief* carefully folded up, in her 
hand—all quite genteel mid ladylike. 
And away wen^ Miss Jendma Ivins 
and Mr. Samuel Wilkina, and a dresa 
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CRiie, with a gtlt knob ftt ihe top, to 
ihe aidiiiimtlon and envy of ihe street 
ill geTieral, unt] to the high gmtiilcRtioti 
of Mrs. Ivins, and die two youngest 
Mias Iviiiaes in ])nftictilar^ Thty had 
no soon or turn fd into tlie Pan eras rfjad, 
than who bhould Miss J'niinia ItIdb I 
fsiuntble upon, by the most fortunate ' 
arcidrnt \t\ the worM,buta young lady I 
as she knpw, with h cf* y oiing niati E—A nd j 
it is so strange liuw things do ttira out i 
Bonictinies—they were actually going \ 
to the Eagle tno* So Mr. SuTnuel j 
WilkiiiAwas introduced to Miss J'minm i 
Ivins's frieiitrs young man, and they ail \ 
walked on t{>gecher, tFilkiug^and laugh- | 
ing, and jo-kioij; away like any thing ; 
and when they got as far aa Peiituu- 
ville, M isfl Ivins'a friend's young mon i 
WfiHhl have tho ladies go into the j 
Crown, to taatc some shrub, wdnch, j 
after a greut blushing and giggling, < 
and loFliug of faces in olaliornte ]>oekeU • 
handkcrelnefn, tliry coJismtod to do. j 
Having tasted it once, they were easily . 

prevailed upon to taate it again ; and j 
thev sat out in t!ie garden tasting 1 
iiiruh, and looking at the Busses aJtcr^ ; 
natoK', til! it w'as ju^tthe proper time to i 
go to tlic Eagle; and then they resinned | 
their jf>onipy, and walked very fast, to*' ■ 
fear they shioikl lose thp bcgiiiniiig of 
tlie eoneert in Ihe rotunda, 

** How evenly !’^ said Misa Jemima 
Ivins, and Miss Jemima Ivina^s friend, 
both at once, when they liiul passed 
tlu; gate and were fairly inside the 
gardeiia. Thcrew'ere the walks, beau¬ 
tifully grave]Jed ant] planted—and the j 
refre.shm cut-boxes, jiiainted and orna- \ 
merited like so many simff*boxes—and 
tile viiriep^ted lamps shedding their 
rich light upon tJie company's heads— 
and tlie platje for dancing ready 
chalked for the company's feet—and a 
Moorish hfltid playing at one end of 
the gardens—and an oppobitlon mili¬ 
tary band playing avi^ay at the other. 
Then, the waiters were rushing to and 
fro with glasses of negus, and gl&^sees of i 
brandy-and-water, and bottles ale, 
and bottles of stout ; and ginger^beer 
was going off in one place, and piactical 
jokOH were going on la anotlicr ; and 
people were crowding to the door of tlie 


Rotunda; and in short the whole aoene 
was, as Misa J^minrn Ivins, inspired 
by the novelty^ or tlie shrub, or Iwth, 
observedone of dazi£ling excite¬ 
ment.^’ As to tlie concert-room, 
never was any thing half so splendid. 
There w'aa an orchestra for the aingfins, 
all painty gilding, and plate-glass ; and 
such an organ I Miss Jknima Ivins's 
fri end’s young man whispered it had 
cost ‘Mbur bundled pound," which 
]|fr^ Samuel Wilkins said was “ not 
dear neither an opinion in which 
the ladies perfectly coincided^ The 
uudieucu were seateii on elevated 
benches round ibo room, and crowded 
into every part of it; and every body 
was eating and drinking ns comfort¬ 
ably as possible. Just before tlie con¬ 
cert coTTinienced^ Mr. Samuel Wilkins 
ordered two of rum-aiid-water 

**warm with—'’ and two slices of 
lemon, for himself and the other 
yoniij: man, togdtlicr with “a pint 
sherry wine for tlie lailies, and some 
sweet eamiTvaysced hiseuits and 
they would have been {j^uite comfortable 
and happy, only a sti'uuge gentleman 
with large whiskers stare a| 

Miss J'mimalviiis, and another gentle¬ 
man in a plaid waisteoAt wink 

at Miss j’nilma Ivins'a fneud ; on 
which Misfl J’mima Ivjus’s friend 
young man exhibited symptoms of 
boiling over, and began to mutter 
about “ people’s irnperence, ” and 
** swells out o' luck and to iutimaie, 
in oblique terms, a vague intention of 
knocking soinebody’s lica/i off; which 
he wasotily prevented from aiinuunciog 
more eiuphaticftlly, by both Misa 
J’rtiima Ivins and her friend threaten- 
iag to faJat axvay ou die spot if be said 
another word. 

T)i« concert commenced—oTcrture 
oa the oi^n* ** How aulemn !” ex¬ 
claimed Miss J'miiiia Ivina, glancing, 
perl laps unconsciously, at the gen tie- 
in an with the wliii^kera. Mr. i^amuel 
Wilkina w]io had been muttering apart 
for some time past, as if he were 
holding a confidential converaatiott 
with the gilt knob of the drcaa 
cancj. breathed haid—breathing venge¬ 
ance, perliaps,— but said nothing. 
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‘^The Boldier tired,Miaa Snmelwdy 
in white eatia. "Ancone!*^ cried 
Mia Jemima Irina^B friend. ^ An* 
core ! sbduted the gsntlemaa in the 
plaid waistcoat immediateljr, hammer¬ 
ing the table with a fliout-bottle. Mias 
J^imma Iviiis's frietid^e young man 
eyed the man behind the waiateoat 
from head to foot^ and coat a Look of 
interrogative contenipt towards Mr. 
ShmueL WUkina. Comic Bong> aceom- 
panied on the organ. Misa Jemima 
Ivins waa convulsed with Laughter— 
Ro was the man with tiie whiskers. 
Every thing tiie ladies did^ tlie plaid 
waistcoat and whiskers did^ by way 
of expressing unity of eentimeiit and 
congeniality of soul \ and Miss J’mitna 
Ivius, and Miss Jemima Ivius's U-iend, 
grew lively and talkative^ as Mr. 
Samuel Wilkins, and Miss Jemima 
Ivina’s friend’s young man, grew mo¬ 
rose and surly in inverse proportion. 
Now, if the matter liad ended here, 
tlie little party might soon have re- 
covered their former equanimity ; hut 
Mfp Samuel Whikins and his friend 
began to throw looks of defiance upon 
the waistcoat and whiskers. And the 
waistcoat and whiskers, by w'ay of 
intimating the slight degree in which 
they ivere afTected by tlie lijoks afore¬ 
said, bestowed glances of Jticrensed 
admiration upnn Misa Jmima Ivins 
and friend. The concert and vaude¬ 
ville concluded, they promenaded the 
gardens. The waistcoat and w'liiskers 
did the same; and made divers re¬ 
marks complimentary to tlie ankles of 
Misii J'mima Ivins and friend, in an 
audible haie. At length, not satisfied 
with these numerous atrocities, they 
actually came up and asked Misa 


Jemima 1 vins, and Misii J'mima 1 vios^e 
friend to dance, witliout taking no 
more notice of Mr. Samuel Wilkins, 
an d M iss J*mima I viua's fricii d’s young 
man, tlian if tliey was nobody ! 

“ Wliat do you mean by that, 
scoundrel?*’ exclaimed Mr, Satuuel 
Wilkins, grasping tlie gilt-knobbed 
dresA-cane hrmly in hia right hand. 
“ W'hat's Uie matter with you 
little humbug!” replied the whi8kc?rs. 
“ How dare you inRuH me and my 
friend 1” inquired the friend’s young 
man. “You and jmur friend he hanged !'* 
roeponded tlie waiEitcnAL Take that,'^ 
exclaimed Mr, Samuel Wilkina. The 
feiTQle of the gilt-knobbed dress-cane 
waa visible for an instant, and then 
the lighter the variegated lamps shone 
brightly upon it as it whirled into tlie 
air, cane and alb ^Give it him,’’ said 
the waistcoat. “Horfioer I” screamed 
the ladies. Misa J’lnima Ivins’e beau, 
and the friend’s young man, lay gasp¬ 
ing on the gravel, and the waistcoat 
and whiskers were seen no more. 

Miss J’mima Ivins and friend being 
conscious tiuit the affray was in no 
slight degree atErihutalde to them- 
selves, of course went into by&terics 
forthwith ; declared thciuselvea tiie 
most injured of women; cxchLimed, iu 
iiicohcrent ravings, that they had b^a 
suspected—wrongfully suspected—oh 1 
that tliey fibnuid ever liaise lived to see 
the day—and so forth ; snffci’ed a re- 
Up'^e every' time they opened their 
eyes and saw their unfortuTiate little 
admirera ; and were cari'ifd to their 
respective abodes in a Jiackiiey-coacJi, 
and a state ofinsonsibili ty, crin\ponnded 
of elirub, sherry, and cxcitcmcut. 
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CHAPTER V. 

TElE PARLOUR ORATOR. 


\V£ liSid lieen lounging 0110 evening, 
cjnwn Oxford-ntwet, Holhornj Cheap- 

Eitjc, Colrman-Btreet, FiqBbur^vHquarej 

and soon, wiiU the intefition of return¬ 
ing westward, by PentonviUe and the 
New-poftd, when we began to fdelrathur 
thtrfity, and di^pci^d to rest for Dr 
ten minutes. So, we turned baoK towards 
an old, q uiet, docent pnbUe-hDU$e, which 
we rcmcniLercd to have passed but a 
jnomcTit before (it was not far from the 
City-iviad), lor the purpose of Bolaeing 
oui'fleif wiih a glass of ale. The house 
was none of your atuceoed, French- 
politched, Iliuminftted palaeep, but a 
modest public-iKiuae of the old eohnol, 
with a Jittb old bar, and a little old 
Landlord, who, with a wife and daughter 
of the BAine pattern, was comforttibly 
seated in the bar aforesaid—a snug 
little room with a cheerful fire, pro¬ 
tected by a large ftcreen i fi'om behind 
which the young laxly emerged on our 
re])reacnti]ig out inclination for a glass 
of ale. 

Won’t you walk into the parlour, 
air said the young lady, in seductive 
tones. 

“ You had better walk jiito the par¬ 
lour, sir,” &aid the little old landlord, 
throwing his cliair back, and looking 
round one aide of the ficrceu, to survey 
our aiipearauee. 

** You had much better step into the 
parlour, sir,” aoid the little old lady, 
popping out licr head, on the other side 
of the screen. 

We cast a elicht glance atauud,as if 
to express our ignorance of the locality 
so much recommended. Ti»e little old 
landlord observed it- bustled out of 
the small door of the small bar;, and 
fortliwith ushered us into the parlour 
itself, « 

it wae an ancient, dark-looking room, 
with oaken wainscoting,a sanded floor, 
and a high mantelpiece. Tlie wsills 
were oruamented with three or four 


old coloured prints in black frames, 
each print representing a naval eugagfr 
ment, with a couple of nien-df*war 
banging away at each other moat vigor¬ 
ously, while another vessel or two »cre 
blowing up in the dietance, and the 
foreground presented a nitscellaneous 
collection of broken masts and blue 
legs fitieking up out of the w ater. De¬ 
pending from tlie ceiliug in the centre 
of the room, were a gas-light and 
bell-puilj on each side were three or 
fc9UF long narrow tables, behind which 
w'as a thickly-planted tow of those 
slippery, shiny-looking wooden chairs, 
peculiar to hostelriea ol this description. 
The monotonous appear an ce of the 
sanded boards was relieved by an occa¬ 
sional spittoon j and a ti'iangular pilu 
of those useful artklefl adorned tlie two 
upper comers of the apartnietit. 

At the furthcfit table, nearest the 
Are, with his face townrda tlie duor at 
tli0 bottom of the room, sat a stoutish 
man of about forty, whose shoirtj stiff, 
black hftir curfed closely round a broad 
higli forehead, and a to w'hich 
sometliing besidee water and exercise 
liad communicated a rather inflamed 
appearance, lie was htuoking a cigar, 
with his eyes fixed on the ceiling, and 
had that confident omeuiar air which 
marked hini aa tJie leading politidan, 
general authority^ and universal anec- 
dote-relater, of the place. He had evl- 
dcutly just delivered him eel I of aome- 
thing very weighty; for the remainder 
of the company w'ere puffing at their 
reapective pipes and clgai'S lU a kind 
of aolcmn abstraction, as if quite over- 
wbelrncd with the ma^itude of tlio 
subject recently under diflcussion. 

On his right baud sat an elderly 
gentJeman with a white head, and 
broad-biimmed brown hat; on bis 
left^ a sharp-nosed light-haired man in 
a brown surtout reselling nearly to bis 
heels, who took a whiff at bis pi|>ej and 
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ikD Admitiiis; glbuc« At the red-fAced 
mAn, AJl^rziAtely. 

ct Vevy extraordinary ! ” aaid the 
light-haired mao after a patiAe of Ave 
minutea^ A rnurmur of assent rao 
thmugh the cnmpaiiy. 

** Not at al! cxti’aorilinary—not at 
said the red-faced noiaji^ awakening 
suddenly frn™ his rfiirericjSTid turning 
upon the light-haired maUj the moment 
ho had spoken. 

o Why should it be extraordinary! 
—w'Ky is it extraordinary !—prove it 
to be extraordinary T' 

“ Oil, if you tome to that—” said the 
light-haired man, meekly* 

" Come to that!” ejaculated the man 
with the red face; but we iwmj/ come 
to that* We stands in these times,upon 
A calm elevation of intellectual attain- 
iiientf and irit in the dark recess of 
mental deprivation* Proof, is what I 
re[jaire—proof, and not assertionSj in 
these stirring times. Every genlem’n 
that knows me, knows what was the 
nature and effect of my observations, 
when it was iu the contemplation of 
the Old-street Suhuiban Uepresentn- 
tlve Discovery Society, to recommend 
a candidate for Uiat place in CoiTiivall 
there— I forget the n*'ime of it. * Mr. 
Snobee/ said Mr. Wilson, ^ is a fit and 
proper pei-aoD to represent the horougJi 
in ParliaioenL’ * throve it,' saya f. 

^ Ho 13 a friend to Refortn,* aays Mr. 
Wilgnii* * Prove it,' says 1. ' Thu 

abolitionist of the national debt, tlie 
undinching opponent of pensions, the 
dneompromiuiiig advocate of tlie iiogro, 
the redacer of sLuecurca and the dura¬ 
tion of Parliameata the extender of 
nothing hut tlie suffrages of the 
people,' says Mr* Wilson. * Prove it,' 
flays L ^ His acts prove it,' says he* 

* Prove iJinn-i* says 1. 

^*Aiud he could not prove them,” 
said the red-faced man, looking round 
triumphantly ;^^^and tlie borough 
didn't have him ] and if you carritKl 
thia principle to the full extent, you'd 
have no debt, no pensions, no alneeuree, 
no DegTDCfl, no Dothing. Anti then, 
etanding upon an elevation of inteU 
lectuol attainment, and hnvingreached 
the aummit of popular prosperity, you i 


might bid defiance to the nations of 
the earth, and erect yourselves in 
the proud confidence of wisdom and 
superiority. This is my argument— 
this alwaya has been niy argumenb— 
and if I was a Member of the House 
of Commons to-morrow, 1 'd make 'em 
sliakelu their shoes with iu” And the 
red-faced man, having shuck the table 
very hard with liis oLcnchcd fist, to 
odd weight to the declaration, smoked 
away like a brewery, 

** Well ! ” tiiid the shorp-nosed man, 
ill a very slow and soft voice, address¬ 
ing the company in general, ** 1 always 
dofluy, that of all the geutlemen 1 liave 
the pleasure of meeting in this room, 
there ia not one whose conversation 1 
like to liear so much as Mr, Rfigent^s 
or W'lio is such improving compariyi" 

“Improving company!" Said Mr. 
Rogers, for that, it seemed, was t! le n anie 
ofthered-facbd man, ” You may say I am 
improving company, fiu-1 *ve ini[]roved 
you all to some purpose ; though as to 
my conversation being as my friend 
Mr. Elhs here describes it, that is not 
for me to aay any El ling ahciut You, 
gentlemen, are the bent judges on that 
point; blit this T will say, wlien I came 
into tills parish, and tirst us^ed this 
room, tfu years agfij 1 don't believe 
there wna one man in it, Mho knew he 
was a slave—^aiid now you all know it, 
and writhe under it* InscnUi* that 
upon my tomb, and I am satis lied*" 
Why, as to in .scribing it on your 
tomb,” said a little grtviigrocer with 
a chubby face, *'of course you can 
have anything chalked up, os you 
likes to pay for, so lar as it relates to 
yourself and your affairs; but, when 
you cmno to talk about slaves, and 
that there abiu^, you'd better keep it 
m the family, ’cos I for one don't like 
to be called thetn nauica, night after 
night*” 

“ You oTTfi a slave," said the red¬ 
uced man, ** and tJie camt pitiable of 
All slaves 

“ W,erry hard if I am,” interrupted 
the greengrocer, ** for 1 got tio good 
out of tlic twenty lullllou that was 
paid for 'jnnncipauon, any how*" 

A williDg alave," ejaculated the 
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red-faccd wwi, gettiii]! mo^e red with 
eloquence, and contradiction—" re¬ 
signing the dearest birthright of your 
children—neglecting the eaered call of 
Liberty—who, etanding imploriiigLy 
before you^ appeaJs to the warmest 
feelings of your hearty and pointy to 
your helplesa infants but in Tajru*’ 

** Prove aaid the greengrocer, 

“ Prove it I eneered the man with 
the md'face. " What I bending be¬ 
neath the yoke of an inaolent and 
factious oligarchy; bowed down by 
the domination of cruel laws ; groan¬ 
ing beneath tyranny and oppressiou 
on every lumd, at every side, and in 
every comer. Prove it The 

red-faced man aUniptly broke off, 
sneered Tnelo-dramatically, and buried 
hia countonance and his indignation 
together, in a quart poL 

“ Ah^ to be aure, Mr. Rogers,'*^ said 
a stout broker in a large waistcoat, 
who had kept hia ejfcs fixed on tliis 
luminary all tlie time he waa apeaking, 
'* Ah, to be suro,”^ eaid tlie broker 
with a aigh, that 'a the poinL” 

** Of course, of courae/^ said divers 
members of the company, who under¬ 
stood almost as much about tile matter 
as the broker himself. 

** You had better let him alone, 
Tommy,'* said tlie broker, by way of 
advice to the little grefuigrocer, “ he 
can tcU wliat^s o’clock by an eight-day, 
without looking at the minum hand, 
he can. Try it on, on somo other 
suit \ it wonH do with him. Tommy.” 

**Wliat Jp a man P’ continued the 
rcd-faced specimen of tiie species, 
jerking his hat indignantly from its 
peg on the wall. What is an Eng¬ 
lishman ? Is he to he trampled upon 
by every oppressor 1 la he to be 
knocked down at everybody** bidding! 
What *8 freecJoin T Not a standing 
army. What’s a fltandmg army? 
Not freedom. What *e general happi¬ 
ness ! Notunivcrsal luisery. Liberty 
ain’t the window-tax, is it! The 
Lords ain't the Cominons, are they I ” 
And the red-faced man, gradually 


bursting into a radiating sentence, in 
which anidi adjectives as **dastardly,” 
** oppressive,” “ violent ” and " san¬ 
guinary,” formed the moat ceitHpicnona 
words, knocked his bat indigDaRtly 
over his eyes, left tlie room, atd 
slammed the door after him. 

** Wonderful man J ” said he of the 
aharp nose. 

“ Splendid apeakep I ” added the 
broker, 

" Great power I ” said every body 
blit the greengrocer. And as they 
said it, the whole party shook their 
heads myateriuualy, and one hy one 
retired, leaving ua alone in the old 
parlour* 

If we had followed the established 
precedent in all such instances, we 
should have fallen into a fit of musing, 
without delay. Ttie ancient appear¬ 
ance of the room—the old panelling of 
the wall—the diimney blackened wjth 
smoke and age—would have carried 
us back a hundred years at least, and 
we should have gone dreaming on, 
until the pewter-pot ou tlie table, or 
the little beer^chiller on the fire, had 
Started iuto life, and adtiressed to us a 
long story of days gone by. But, by 
some meana or other, w'c were not iu 
a romniitic humour ; and altiiough we 
cried very hard to invest tlie furniture 
with Vitality, it remained perfectly 
unmoved, obatinnte, an d snDeu* Being 
thus reduced to the unpleasant neces¬ 
sity of mu sing E^out ordinary matters, 
our thouglits reverted to the red-^faced 
man, and his oratorical display. 

A numerous race are these red- 
faced men ^ there is not a parlour, 
or club-rooni, or benefit Bociety, or 
humble p^rty of any kind, without 
itfl red-faced man. Weak^pated dolts 
they are, and a great deal of Tuischief 
they do to iJieir cause, however good. 
&0, just to Jiold a pattern one up, to 
know the others by, we took his like* 
ness at once, and put him iu here. 
And that is the reasou why we Lave 
writtea tliis paper. 


Noi "iSip 
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CHAPTER VL 


THE F09F1T^L PaTIETT. 


Ik tiflr rambles tbrpuoh the streets of 
London aitet* evening has eet in^ we 
often pfl.u*^e beneath Uie windows of 
some pubhc hospital, and picture to 
oui'sell the gloomy and niournful scenes 
tliat are pasijing wiihin. Tlio nudden 
moving of a tfl.|>or as its feeble ray 
shoots from window to window, until 
its light gradually disappears, aa 
if it were carried fiLrther buck luto tlie 
room to the beilside of some suffering 
patient, Is enough to awaken a whole 
crowd of reflections j the mere gJim- 
mering of tln^ low^biiming lamps, 
which, when all other habitations are 
wrapped in darknesa and alum her, 
denote the chsiuber where eo Tn«)iy 
foims are writhing with pain,or wast¬ 
ing with disease, Guflieient to check 
the most boisterous merriment- 

Who can tell the angui^ii of those 
weary hont-s, when the only sound the 
sick man hears, is the di^ijointcd wan¬ 
derings of SKune feverish slumborer 
near him, the low nmaii of pain, or 
perhaps the muttered, laiig hirgotteii 
prayer of a dying man? Who, but 
^icy who have felt it, can imagine 
the sense of loneliness and dcfloUtum 
whicli must be tiie pt^rtinti of those 
who in the hour ijf dauKertiuH illness 
are left to be ieiukd by straaigerB ; 
fur what honds^ he they ever so gentle, 
can wipe the clammy brow, or smootli 
the restless bed, like those of tnotfier, 
wife, or clukl 1 

Impressed with these thoughts, wo 
have tamed awiiy, thnujgh the nearly- 
deserted htreoEs ; and the sight of tlie 
few miserable creatures still hovering 
about theitij ‘has not tended to lessen 
the paitL which xuch fried itati one 
awaken. The hospital is a refuge 
and resting-place for hundreds, who 
but for hueh institutions must die in 
the streets and doorways j hut what 
can be tlio feelings of uome outcasts 
when they arc stretched e»n tho bed 


of sickness with scarcely a hope of 
recovery ! The WTetehed woman who 
lingers about tlie pavement, hours 
after midnight, and the niiserahle 
shadow of 4 man—the gltastly tchi* 
naiit that want and di'nnkciintiHa hav« 
loft—which crouches beneath a win¬ 
dow-ledge, to sleep where there is 
s^jme shelter from the raiti, have little 
to bind them io life, but what have 
they to look back upon, in death 1 
What are the unwonted comforts of a 
reof and a bod, to tliom, when the 
recollections of a whole lilc of debahw- 
meiU stalk before them 1 when rejitnl- 
ance seems a mockery, and surrow 
oomcB tou late 1 

About a twelvemonth ago, os we 
were strolling through Covent garden, 
(we had been tlunldng shout tlicse 
things overnight) we wciie attracted 
by tlie very prepossessing appcaraiu-e 
of a pickpocket, wiio having declined 
to tAke tiie trouble of walking to the 
Police-office, on the ground that he 
hadn't the slightest wish to go there 
at all, wfts being conveyed thither in 
a wheelbarrow, to tlie huge delight of 
a crowd. 

Somehow, we never can rcsiat join¬ 
ing a crowd, so we turned back with 
the mob, and entered the oflice, in 
company with our friend tlie pick^^ 
pocket, a couple of pnlit^men, ajid as 
many dirty-fneed sj»ecUitors as could 
wjucesse their way in. 

I'here was a powerful, Jll-looking 
young fdhjw at the bar, who was 
undergoing an examination, on tlie 
very common eJ^orKo of having, on 
the previous night, ill-treated a woman, 
witli whom he lived in Home court hard 
by. Severed witneq^ey bore testimoiiy 
to arts of the grcu^st brutality ; and 
a certifleate was read from the house* 
surgeon of a neighbouring hospital, 
des'^ribing tlie *iiatijre of the injuries 
tbe woman had rceeiviyJ^ aad intU 



THE HOSPITAL PATIENT* 


U7 


tliat htr re<KiTerjr was cx- 
tKmely doubtfiiL 

Som« queabcn appeared to have 
been raised aboiit tlie identHy nf the 
prisoner j for when it was agreed that 
the twa nu^istmtea should visit the 
hospital at eight o^cLock that evenings 
io take her depositinb* it was settle 
tJiat the TiuMi should he taken there 
also. He turned pale at this^ and 
we saw him clencli tlie bar very 
hajrd when the order was given. He 
was removed directly afterwards, and 
be spoke not a word. 

We felt an irrepressible curlodty to 
witness tlib.inLorview, aJtliou^h it is 
hard to tell why, at this instaut, for we 
knew it must be a painful one* It 
was no very dldicuLt matter for us 
to gala permission, and we obtained 
it. 

The prisoner, and the ofRccr who 
hod Inm in custody, were already at 
the hospital when we reached it, and I 
waiting die arrival of the inagisti‘ates ' 
in a small riiom below staii'^. The j 
man was handeuffed, and his liat was ! 
pulled forward over his eyes. It was | 
cat^y to see, tl^ough, by the white- 
net^ of his countenance, and tlm con¬ 
stant twitching of tlie niUKcleii of liis 
face, that he dreaded what was to 
corno. After a short interval, the 
mujjistrateB and clerk were bowed in 
by the housc-Aurgeem And a couple of 
young nicii who smelt very strong of 
tobacco-ssnobt)—they were introduced 

** dressers"—and after oiio magis¬ 
trate liad <:oiuplained bitterly of tlie 
cold, and the other of the absence of 
any mown in the evening paper, it was 
announced that the patient was pre¬ 
pared; and we were conducted to the 
“ciLStialty ward’^ in which she was 
lying. 

The dim light which burnt in the 
spaci(»us iMom, iticrca^d ratlier than 
duiiijiisiicd tlic ghastly appoaraTacc of 
tJie liapless creatures iu tlie beds, 
which were ranged in two long fowt ' 
on either side, lu ano bod, lay a child 
eiiveKipod ill bandages, with its body 
lialf consumed by fire ; in another, a 
female, reudereJ hideous by eome 
dreadful accident, w'Eis wildly beadiig 


her clenched fists on the cover* 
let, iu poia t on a third, there lay 
stretched a young girl, apparently in 
the heavy etupor often the immediate 
precursor of death: her fime was 
stained with blood, and licr breast 
i and arms were bound up in folds of 
linen. Two or three of the beds were 
i empty, and their recent ocempanta. 
I were sitting beside them, but with 
I faces ao wan, and eyes so bright and 
glaany, that it was fearful to meet 
|dieir gaze. On every face was 
stamped the expression of anguisli and 
Buflering. 

The object of (he visit, was lying at 
the upper end of the room. She waa 
a fine young womau of about two or 
tlirce BJid twenty* Her long black 
hair which had been hastily cut from 
near the wounds on her head, streamed 
over the pillow in jugged and matted 
Jocks. Her face bore deep marks of 
the ilhusage she liad received : her 
hand wjia pressed upon her side, as if 
herdiief pain were there ; her breath¬ 
ing was short and heavy ; and it was 
plain to see that she was dying fast. 
She muntiurod a few words in reply to 
the magistrate's inq^uiry whether she 
was in great pain ; and, having been 
raised on the pillow by the nurse,, 
looked vacantly upon the strange 
countenances that Biirrounded her 
bed^ The magistrate nodded to the 
officer^ to bring the man forward. He 
did so, and stationed him at tlie bed¬ 
side. The girl looked on, with a wild 
and troubled expression of face ; but 
her sight was dim, and she did not 
know him. 

Take off his hat,’* said tlie magi - 
irate. The otficer did as he woa 
desired, and the man's features were 
discloacd. 

The girl started up, with on energy 
quite preternatural ; the hre gleamed 
in her heavy eyes, and the blood 
i-usibed to hei' pale and sunken cheeks* 
It waa a convulsive effort. She fell 
back upon her pillow, and covering 
licr scarred and bruised face with her 
hands, burst into tears* Tlie man 
cast an anxious look tciwords her, but 
otberwiee appeared wholly unmoved. 
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After a brief pause the nature of their 
errand explaiuedj and the oatJi 
tendered. 

** Oh, no, gentlemen,** fluid the girl, 
ralaing herself once more, and folding 
her hands together ; ** no, gentlemen^ 
tor God^s sake! I did It mysejt —it 
was nobod^*e fault—it was an accident. 
He didii*thurt me ; lie 'v^ouldn^t for all 
the world. Jack, dear Jack, you kaow 
jou wouldn't J 

Her sight was fast failing her, and 
her liaiid groped over the bedclothes 
in search of hia.^ Brute as the man 
WM, he was not prepared for this- He 
turned his face from the bed, and 
Bobbed^ The girl’s colour changed, 
and her breathing grew more difli- 
culL She was evidently dyings 

We respect the feelings which 
promi>t you to this,'" said the gentleman 
who had spoken fir&^ ^ but let me 


warn you, not to pen^ In what yon 
kriow to be untrue, uadi it is too late, 
It cannot nave him.^* 

” Jack,” murmured the girl, laying 
her hand upon his arm, **they shall 
not persuade me to ewear your life 
away. He didn't do it, gentlemen. He 
never hurt mej" She grasped his 
arm tightly, and added, in a broken 
whisper, “I hope God Almighty will 
forgive me all the wrong I have done, 
odd the Life 1 have led. God bless 
you, Jack. Some kind gentleman take 
my love to my poor old father. Five 
years ago, be said he wislied 1 had died 
a child. Oh, 1 wish 1 hod 1 i wish I 
had 1 ** 

The nurse bent over the girl for 
a few BecoudF, and then drew the 
sheet fiver her face. It covered a 
corpse. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE UT9FL1CED ATCiCUMEST OF MB, JOHN HOOlfCEH 


IF we liad to make a classification of 
society, tliere Ai% a particular kiad of 
men whom we should immediately set 
down under die head of Old Boy 9 j'* 
and a column of most e^tteusive diineU' 
Biotis the old beys would require. To 
what precise causes the rapid a<iivajice 
of old boy population is to be traced, we 
are unable to determine. It would be 
an interesting and curious speculation, 
but, as wc have not sufficient space to 
devote to it here, we simply state tlie 
fact that tlie numbers of the old boya 
have been gradually augmenting within 
the last kw years, aud tiiat they are 
at this momeut alamungly on the 
increase. 

Upon a general review of the sub- 
jeet, and without consideraug it 
miiiuiely in detail, we sliould be dis¬ 
posed to subdivide the old into 
two distinct classes—the gay old boys, 
and the steady old boys. The gay old 
boys, are pauueliy old men in the dis¬ 
guise of young ones, who frequent the 
Quadrant ajid Regent-street in tlie 
day-time x the theatres (especially 
theatres under lady management) at 
night ■ and who assume all the fuppiali- 
ns;ss and levity of boys, witliout the 
excuse of youth or inexperience. Tlie 
steady old boys arc certain stout old 
gentlemen of clean appearance^ who are 
always to be seen in the smue taverns, 
at the same hours every evening, 
emoking and drinkiug in the same 
company. 

There was once a hue collection of 
old boys to be seen round the circular 
table at Offley'a every tiight, between 
the hours of half-paat eight and half- 
phat eleven. We hare lost sight of 
tliem for aome time. There were, and 
may be still, for aught we know, two 
splendid specimens in full bloHsom at 
tlie Rainbow Tavern in Fleet-street, 
who always used to sit in the box 
nearest the fire-place, and smoked 


! long chcrry-stick pipes which went 
under the cable, with the bowls rest¬ 
ing on the floor. Grand old hoys 

they wer&—fat, red-faced, white- 
Leaded, old fellows—always there— 
one on one side the table, and the 
other opposite—puffijig and drinking 
away in great state. Every bodj 
knew tlicin, and it was supposed bj 
some people that tliey were botli 
immortal. 

Mr. John Dounce was an old boy 
of the latter class (wc don’t mean im- 
nmrtaJ, but steady), a rctii'cd glove 
and braces maker, a widower, resident 
with three daughters—all grown up, 
and all unmarried—in CuraitOBtrect, 
Chanoery'^lane. He was a short, 
round, large-faced, tubbish sort of 
man, with a broad-brimmed hat, and 
a square coat; and had tliat grave, 
but confident, kind of roll, peculiar to 
old boys iu general. Rjegular as clock¬ 
work—breakfast at nine—dress and 
tittivate a little—down to the Sir 
Somebody*s Head—glass of ale and 
tlic paper—come back &gAjn, and take 
daughters out for a walk—dinner 
at tliree^glasa of grog and pipe— 
nap—tea—little walk—Sir Somebody 
Head again—capital house—delight¬ 
ful evenings. There were Mr. Harris 
the law-stationer, and Mr. Jennings, 
the robe-maker (two jolly young feb 
Iowa IlI-c himself), and Joues, the 
barriater^e derk—rum fellow that 
Jones—capital company—full of anec¬ 
dote !—and there they eat every night 
til] just ten minutes before twelve, 
drinking their braudy-and-water, and 
amokiug their pipes, and telling stories, 
and enjoying themselves with a kind 
of solemn joviality particularly 
edifying. 

Sometimes Janes would propoao a 
half-price viat to Drury Dme or 
Cov^ut Garden, to see two acts of A 
five-act play, and a new farce, perhaps^ 
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or L bftllet, cm which cccuiona the 
whole fo-ur of them went together; 
none of your htirrying ind noneenect 
but having their brandy-und'water 
first, com for tabLy^ and orderiliga steak 
and some oysters for their supper 
against they came back, and then 
walking coolly into the pit, wlien the 
**rtish’^ had goue in^ aa all sensible 


people do, and did when Mr. Bounce 
was a young man, except when, tlie 
celebrated Master Betty was at the 
height of hia popularity, and then, sir, 
—then—Mr. Bounce perfectly well 
remembered getting a holiday from 
buoiness^ and going to the pit doom at 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and 
waiting there, till six in the afternoon, 
with some sandwiches in a pockvt- 
handkerchief and some wine in a phial; 
and fainting after all, with the heat 
and fatigue before the play began ; tn 
which situation he was Lifted out of 


I 


I 


the pit, into one of the dress boxes, air, ] 
by five of the finest women of that 
day, air, who compassionated his: 
aituatioo and admititetercd restoratives, 
and sent a black serratit. six foot j 
high, in blue and silver livery, next! 
morning with their complinieiits, and 
to know bow he found himself, sir-^hy 
Gf—I Between the acts Mr, Bounce 
and Mr. ilhrris, and Mr. jenningn, 
used to stand up. aud look round the i 
house, and Jones^knowjng fellow 
that Joiuys^—knew every body—pointed 
out the fashionable and eeiebrated. 
lady So-and-So in the boxes, at the 
mention of whose name Mr» Dounce, 
after brushing up his hair, and ad* 
justing his neck kerchief, would 
jnspect the aforesaid lady So-and-So ^ 
through an immense gla^s, and remark,! 
either, that she was a ** fine woman— 
very fine woman^ indeed,’'^ or that 
there might be a little more of her, j 
^—eh, Jonesjust as the ease might | 
happen to be. When the dancing 
began, John Dcunce and the other 
old boys were particularly anxioua to 
See what was going forward on the 
stage, and Jones—wicked dog that; 
Jones—whispered little cnticaL re-' 
marks into the ears of John Bounce, ^ 
which John Bounce retailed to Mr, | 


Hatria and Mr. Hama to Jen-^ 
tiiings ; and then they all four laughed, 
until tJie teal's ran down, out Of their 
eyes. 

When the curtain fell, they walked 
back togetbeTp two and two, to the 
bteaks at^d oyatere ; and when they 
came to the second glass of brandy- 
and-water, Jones—hoaxing scamp,that 
Jones'^Dsod to recount how he had 
observed a lady iti white leathciw. in 
one of the pit boxes, gazing intently 
on Mr, Bounce all the evening, and 
how lie had canghtMr. Bounce, when¬ 
ever he thought no one was looking at 
hint, bestowing; ardent looks of rntenure 
devotion on the Udy in return ; on 
which Mr. Harris and Mr. Jennirga 
used to laugh very heartily, aii^d John 
Bounce more hearttly'than either of 
them, acknowledging, however, that 
the time ftad been when have 

done such things ; upon which Mr. 
Jones used to poke liim in the ribs, 
and tell him he bad been a $aA in 
his tiine, which John Bounce, with 
chuckles cunfciised. And after Mr. 
Harris and Mr. Jennings had preferred 
their claiins to the character of having 
been sad dogs to^i, they scpanited Liar- 
iDonioosly, aud trotted home. 

The decrees of Fate, and the meatift 

which they are bronglit about, are 
mysterious and inscrutable. John 
Bounce had led this life for twenty 
years and upwards, wi^onl wish for 
change, or care for varieiy, when his 
whole social system was suddenly 
spot, and turned completely lopay- 
turvy—not Jby an eaTthc^uake, or some 
other dreadful eonvuUion ot nature, 
a& the readerwoBld be inclined to sup- 
pfwe, but by the simple agency of on 
oyster ; and thus it happened. 

Mr. John Bounce was retnmiui^ 
one night from the Sir Somebody's 
Head, to hie reaideneo in Cursitor^ 
atreet—not tipsy, but rather excited, 
for ti was Mr. Jetiiihigs'B birthday, 
and they had had a br&ceof partridges 
for auiiper, and a brace of extra glasses 
afterwarda, and Jonee hod been more 
than ordinarily^ amusing—when his 
eyes rested on a newly-opened oyster- 
aliop, on a magniheeut s^le, witk 
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natives Jaid, one in circuliir 

mArbie buxine in the wipdowt, togetber 
^th Httle round barrvl^ of 
dii’ectrd to Lords und Baronets, and 
Ooloneln attd Captaina, in every part 
of tlie habttaUle globe. 

Behind the natives were the barrels^ 
and behind the barrels was a young 
lady of almul five-and-twentyt all )& 
blusj and all alone—splendid creature^ 
chorining face, and bivrly figure 1 It 
18 diHicuit to say whether Mr* John 
Dounce*s red eountenaneej illuminated 
as it was by tlie flickering gaa-light in 
tlie wijidow bffore which he paused, 
e:ceited the lady e risibility, or whether 
a nutui'al cKubcranee of animal apirite 
proved too much for that staiduesa of 
demeanour which the forms of society 
rathe(f didtatoriftHy preacribe, But 
certain it is, that the lady smiled ; then 
put her finger upon her lip, with a 
striking veeiplJeetion of what was due 
to herself; and fiiiiaLly retired, in 
oyster dike bashfulnesen to the very 
back of the counter* The aad-dogsort 
of feeling came strongly upon John 
Dounee i he lingered—the lady in 
blue made no sign. He coughed—-still 
she came not. He entered tlie fihopd 

"Can you open me an oyster, ray 
s^iid Mr. John Dounce* 

Dare say I can, sir,’* replied the 
lady in blue, with playfulness. 
And Mr. John Dounce eat one oys¬ 
ter, and tlicii looked at the young 
I idy, atid then eat an other, and then 
squeezed the young I idyl's hand aa she 
was opening the third, aud so forth, 
until lie had devoured a dozen of tliose 
at eightpoiice in less thaii'no time. 

Can you <}peti me half-a-dozon 
more, my dear \ ** inquired Mr* John 
Bounce. 

" I *11 see what I can do for you, 
air,” replied the young lady in blue, 
even more bewiurhingly than before j 
and Mr. John Bounce ate half^a^doieQ 
more of those at eightpence* 

" You ocHildti^t manage to get me a 
glass of bran dy-and-water, my dear, I 
suppose % said Mr, Jcdni Bounce, 
wheu he had finished tlie oysters: in a 
tone which clearly implied hifi sup* 
position that she could* 


" 1 ’ll are, air,** said the young lady * 
and away she nan out of the shop, and 
down the street, her long auburn 
ringlets shaking in the wind in the 
most enchauling manner and back 
she came again, tripping over tfie coal* 
cellar Lids like a whipping-top, with a 
tumbler of brandy-an dewater* which 
Mr* John Bounce insisted on her 
taking a share of, as it was regular 
ladies' grog—liot, atroug, sweet, and 
plenty of it 

So, the young lady sat down with 
Mr. John Bounce, in a little red box 
with a green curtain, and took a amaU 
sip of the brandy-and-water, and a 
small look at Mr. John Bounce, and 
then turned her head away, and went 
through varioufi otlier serio-panto- 
miTTiic fasciimtioos, which forcibly 
reminded Mr* Jolm Bounce of the 
fir?t time he courted his first wife, 
aud which made him feel more affec¬ 
tionate than ever ; in pursuance of 
which affection, and actuaied by which 
feeling* Mr^ Jiihn Bouiiee sounded the 
young lady on her matrimoiiial engage¬ 
ment^ when the young lady denied 
having formed any Ruch engagements 
at all^she couldn't ahear the men, 
they were such deceivers ^ thereupon 
Mr* John Bounce inquired whether 
this sweeping eondermiation was meant 
to include citlicr titan very young men j 
on which the young lady bluslied 
deeply—at Icnat she turned away her 
head, and said Mr. John Bounce had 
made her blush, so of course she did 
blush—and Mr* J«>hn Bounce was a 
long time drinking the brandr-and~ 
water ; and, at laet* John Bounce 
went home to bed, and dreamed of hia 
first wife, and his second wife^ and 
the young partridges, and 

oysters, and hrandy-and*water, and 
disinterested attachmeuts* 

The ne^^t morning* John Bounce 
w'fta rather feverish with the extra 
brandynsud'water of the previous 
tilglit ^ and* partly in the hope of cool¬ 
ing him^lf witii an oyster, and partly 
with the vfew oF ascertaining w^hetJier 
he owed the young lady any thing, or 
not, went back to the oyster-^hop* If 
the young lady had appeared beautiful 
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by night, she vaa perfectly irresiBtible 
by (Jay ; and^ fruiii tilia time forward, 
a change came over the apirit of John 
Ooatice^a dreanu Ho iwught ahirt-' 
pins; wore a ring on his third 
finger; read poetry ; bribed a cheap 
Euimature-paiiitcr to fierpetrato a faint ^ 
reeemblance to a yootlituL face, with a j 
curtain over his head, six Jai]ge books 
in the backgimuid, and au open 
couQti'y in tlie distance (thifi he called 
his ]>ortrait) j “went on’^ altogether 
In such an uproarious manner^ that 
the three Miaa Bounces w ent off on 
small peneions, he having made the 
teuerDeot in Ciirsitor-street too warm 
to contain them ; and in short, com¬ 
ported and demeaned himself in every 
respect like an unmitigated old 
S>an(^n, as he waa 
As to his ancient friends, the other 
old boys, at the Sir Somebody's Head, 
he dropped ofi' from tlmm by gradual 
degrees; for, even when he did go 
there, Jones—vulgar fellow that Jones 
'—pei'sisted in asking ** when it was to 
be V’ and** whether he was to have any 
gloves V* together with other inquiries 


of an equally offensive nature; at 
which not only Hairia laughed, but 
Jennings aloo i go, ho cut the two, alto¬ 
gether, artd attached himGiiir solidly to 
the blue young lady at the smart 
oyster'Shop. 

Now comes the moral of thcatory— 
for it has a moral after all. The last 
mentioned young lady, having derived 
sufficient profit and emolument from 
John Dounce's attachment, not only 
refused, when matters came to a (^eis, 
to take him for better for worse, but 
expreealy decLired, to use her own 
forcible words, that she ^‘wouIdnH 
have him at uo price;’' and John 
Bounce, having lost his old friends, 
alienated his relatione, and rendered 
himeelf ridiculous to everybody, made 
offers successively to a achoolmistress, 
a landlady, a feminine tobacconist^ and a 
housekeeper ; and, being directly re¬ 
jected by each and every of them, was 
accepted by bis cook, with whom he 
now lives, a henpecked husband, a 
melandioly moumiient of unliquated 
misery, and a living warning to all 
uxorious old boys. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

TUB KT£TlkEtr KIUIJVBE. A T1L£ OF AMBITION. 

Misa Amelia Martin pale, tHlliah, who would’at allow a young girl to tvear 
thm, anti two-and-iliirty — wbat ill- aeliortaJeevo of ao aTte]ra<jou—no, nor 
natufod people would call plaln^ and nothing not even a pair of car- 

polire repurtu intcrecitidg. She was a rings ; let alono hiding people’s heads 
DuJJiner and dressmaker, UvJng' on of haiL* under them frightful caps. At 
her business and not abo^e it If yon ■ the termination of this complalut^ 
had been a young lady in service, and Miss Amelia Martin would distantly 
had waiiijsd Miss Martinmas a gTeatmany suggest certain dark suspicions that 
jfoung ladies iu service did, you would some people were jealous on account 
just have stepped up^ in the evening^ of their own daughters^ and were 
to number foriy-HCven, Drummcnd- obliged to keep tlieir aervanta* charma 
aireet, George-slrect, Euston-squaro, undcTt for feai'tliey should gel married 
and after casting your eye on a brasa which waa no unenmtuoD qlrcum- 
door-plate, one foot ten by one and a staiice—leastways slie had known two 
half, onianieiited with a great brasa or three young ladies in iserviofij who 
kdob at each of the four c<iriiers, and had married a great deal better than 
heanog die inscription “Miaa Mardn, tlitjir missisjscs, aud ihe^ were not Very 
millinery and dn^making, in all ita goothlooking eitlier; and then the 
branchoa j ” you *d juat have knocked yoniig lady would infonn Miss Martin, 
two loud knockii at the etreetrdoor; in conhdeneej that how one of their 
and down would have come Misa young ladies was engaged to a young 
Martiu herself, in a merino gown of man and waa a-going to be married, and 
the newoftt fashion, black velvet brace- Missis waa so proud about it there waa 
lets ou the gente&lest principle, and no bearing of her; but how alio needn't 
other littJe eJegwees of the most hold her head quite bo high neither, 
approved deaeriplion. for, after all, ho was only a clerk. 

If Misa Marlin know the young And, after expressing duo contempt 
lady who called, or tf the young lady for clerks in general, aud th© engaged 
who called had been recommended by derk in particular, and the highest 
fl.iy other yiiung lady whom Misa Mae- opinion poasiblc of themaelves and 
tin knew, Miso IVlartin would forthwith each other, Misa Martin and tlie young 
bhow her upstaire uito the two pair lady in service would bid each, other 
front, and chat she woqjd^^ kind, goad niglit, in a friendly but perfbctly 
And JO camfortablo—it really wasn't genteel manner; and the one went 
like a matter of busing, ahe was so back to her ** place," and the other, to 
fnendly; and, then Misa Martin,after her room on the second-floor front, 
contemplating tho figure and general There la no aaying how long Miss 
appearance of the young lady in ser- Amelia Bdartin might have continued 
vice with great apparent admiration, this course of life; hqw extensive a 
would 6sy how well she would look^ connection she might have established 
to-be-sure, in a low dreaa wiili short among young ladies in servlet; j or 
sl^vfs : made veiy full m the skirts, what amount her demanda upon their 
with four tucks ill the bottoDi; to which quarterly recelptfl might have ul ti¬ 
the young lady m service woul4reply mately attained, had not an unforeseen 
in terms expresaive of her entire con- train of circumstanceB directed her 
CUTTOIK^ in the notion, and of the vir- thoughts to a sphere of aetJou 
tuous indignatiaii with which ahe very diiTerent &oni drcBsmaking or 
rtsflectfid on the tyranny of « MUsU,” millinery. 
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A friend of Miss Martin’s who had 
loan been keeping compAiiy with au 
ornamentiit painter and decorator’s 
journe^an, at last consented (on 
being at last ashed to do eo) to name 
the day which would mate the afore* 
flsid journeyman a happy husband. 
It wae a Monday that wag appointed 
for the celebration of the nuptiils, and 
Miaa Amelia Martin was invited,among 
cthera, to honour the weddins^dinner 
with her presence^ It was a charming 
party j Somere* town the locality, and a 
front parlour the apartments The 
Ornamental paiutep and decoraior*a 

! *flumeyrnan, had taken a honse—no 
odgitijgs nor vulgarity of that kindi | 
but a house—four beautiful roomH, and 
a delightful little w'asb house at the end 
of tlie passage—which was the most 
convenient tlnnir in the world, for the 
bridesmaids could sit in the irfint par¬ 
lour and receive the company, and 
then run into the litlJe washhouse and 
see how the pudding and bDiled pork 
were gettin;; oil in the copper, and 
then pop back into the parhiur a^ain, 
as snug and ooiiilortaMe as po^ible. 
And Fiuch a parlour as it was I Beau- 
tifuL Kidderminster carpet—six bran- 
new eane-buttomed stained ehaii'fl ' 
—[hree wjne-glassea and a tumbler on 
each sideboard —farmer^a girl and 
farnier's boy on the mantelpiece: 
girl tumbling over a stile, and hoy 
Bpittinji himself, on the handle of a 
pitchfork—long white dimity cur* 
tains in the window—and, in abort, 
every thing on the most genteel scale 
imaginable^ 

Then, the dinner. There was baked 
leg of mutton at the top, boiled leg 
of mtitton at tLie bottniti, jiair of 
fowls and leg of pork in the middle ; i 
porter pots at the comers ; pepper, 
rnuaiard, and vinegar in the centre ; 
vegetables on tlio floor; and plum- 
pudding and a]ip1e^pie and tartleta 
without DUiijljer: to nay nothing ofi 
cheese, and celery, and water-creeses, 
and all that s^irt of thing, Ae to tlie 
coTtipflny I Mihs Amelia Martin her- 
telf declared, on aj^ubacquciit occasion, 
that, much as sjie haJ heard of the 
ornamental paiuU^r's journey man's 


connexion, slie never could have aup- 
poacd it was half so genteeh There 
was his father, such a funny old gentle- 
nun—and his mother, such a dear old 
lady—and his sister, such a charinifig 
girl—and hU brother, such a irtanly-' 
Jon king young maii^—w^ith such a eye! 
But even all tiiese were as nothing 
when compared with his musicfJ 
friendft, M r. and Mrs, J punings Rodotph, 
from White Conduit, with whom the 
ornamental painter’s juurneyman had 
been fortunate enough to contract an 
intimacy while engaged in decorating 
the concert-room ol that noble institu¬ 
tion, To hear them sing separately, 
was divine, but when they went 
til rough the tragic duet of **Red 
Ruffian, retire ! ” it w'as, as Miss 
Martin afterwards rcmarkEd, “thrill¬ 
ing.” And why (aa Mr. Jennings 
Rmolph observed) why were tlwy 
not engaged at one of the patent 
theatres f If be wn^ to be told that 
Ibeir voices were ntit powerful enough 
to fill the House, his only reply waa, 
that ho w'ould bitcii himself fur atjy 
amount to fill Russt'lU^uai^—a state* 
ment in udiich the company, alter 
heitring the duet, c^NpreHsed tlieir full 
bt'liet ; eo they all said it was shaTncful 
treatments and both 51 and Mrs, 
Jennings Rodolph emd it wan abame* 
ful too ; and Mr. Jennings Rodolph 
looked very serious, and said be knew 
who Lila malignAiit opponents w^ere, 
but they had btitter take care how far 
they w^ent, for if they irritated him 
too much he had not quite made up hii 
mind whether he wouldn’t bring Uie 
subject belofe ParliAnibiit; and they all 
agreed that it ’ud >iei ve 'em quite right, 
and it WAS Very proper that such people 
should be made an example of.” i>o, 
Mr. Jennings liodoCph said he’d tliink 
of it. 

Whoa the cOnvorsation resumed its 
former tone, Mr, Jennings Rudolph 
claimed his right to call upon a lady, 
and the being conceded, tmst^ 

Miss Jrlartin would lavour the com¬ 
pany—a propoul which met with 
unaiiimoua approbatiun, whereupoa 
Miss Martin, after Aundry hositatinga 
and coughings, with a preparatory 
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thftte or two, wid m introduetoiry iadividu^l principdly cooc^mfid, if h« 
dcdaration that she frightc^ned to ctr cthe can. but manage ta eeme out 
death to attempt it before fiiaoh preat with a buratj and being out^ to keep 
judge* of the art,comnieiiced a apedes Out, and not go in again j but, it does 
of treble chirrupiDg eoDtaming fre- unfortunately happen that both cou- 
quent aiLupous to some young gentle- summations are extremely difieult to 
man of tlie name of Hen-e-ry, with aorompliah, and that the diSicaUies, of 
an occasional reference to madneaa getting out at all in the hrat instance, 
and broken bearta. ^ Mr, Jennings and if you sunsount tliem, of keeping 
Rudolph^ fi'equently interrupted the out in the second, are pretty much on 
pmgree^ of die song, by ejacula- a par, and no alight ones either—and 
ting ** Beautiful ! “—** Charming !’*— ao Mias Amelia Mnnln ehortly dis- 
^Brilliant !^*—“Oh J splendid,” Ac, ; covered* It ia a singular fact (there 
and at its close the admiratioti of Idm- being ladies in the cue) that Miaa 
self, and his lady, knew no bounds. Amelia Martin’s pi^nripaJ fmble waj 
“Did you ever bear so sweet a vanity, and the leading characteristic 
voice, mv dear inquired Mr* Jen- of Mra Jennings Rodulph an attaeh- 
ninga Bodolph of Mra Jennings; ment to dress. Diems]; wailings wen 
Rudolph. heard to issue from the second floor 

“Never; indeed I never did, love;"’ front, of number forty-seven. Drum- 
replied Mru, Jetmings Rodolph* mond-Btreet, Geoi^gc-street, Eufiton- 

“ Don’t you think Miss Martin with square; ft wsa Miss Martin practising, 
a little cultivation, would be very like : Half^siippreBsed titunnnra disturbed 
Signora Marra Rom, my dear T ” asked f the calm dignity of the White Conduit 
Mr* Jennings Rudolph. orchestra &t the commencement of the 

“Just exaeily the very thing that eeasoti It was the appearance of Mra 
struck me, my love,” answered Mri. Jennings Rudolph in full drefifi, that 
Jennings Rudolph. occasioned them. Miss Martiustudied 

And thus the time passed away} incessantly—the practising was the 
Mr* Jennings Rudolph played tunes consequence. Mrs Jennings Rodolph 
on a wu]king-stick, and then went taught gratuitously now and then—tlio 
behind the jiarlour-door and gave Uls dresBes were the result* 
celebrated imitations of actors, edge- Weeks passed away ; the White 
tools, and animals; Miss Martin sang Conduit st^ason liad begun, bad pro- 
scvcral other songs with increased gresBcd, and was more than half over* 
admlrabun every time ; and even tlic 'I'he dressmaking husinei^ had fallen 
funny old gentleman began ftiiiging* off, from neglect ; and its jirofits had 
His song Imd properly heven verseSj dwindled away almbst imperceptibly* 
bnt as he couldn^t recollect more than A benefit-night approached ; Mr* 
the first one he sung tliau over, seven Jennings Rndulph yielded to the 
tm^e^ apparently very much to hia earnest eolidtations of Mias Amelia 
own personal granfleattoii. And then Murdn, and introduced her personally 
all tlie company aaug the national to iht comic gentleinan whose 
anthem wiili national independence^^ benefit it was* The ccniic gentleman 
each for hiinaell, without reference to was all sniElefl and bJandnesfi—he had, 
the other—and dually separated : all composed a duet, expreaaly fur the 
declaring that they never had spent so occasion, and Mias Martin should sing 
pleojfant an evening : and Miss Martin it with Jiim* The night arrived; Micro 
inwardly reetilving to adopt the advice was an irnnicnee r<ionv—ninety-seven 
of Mr. Jennings Kudolpb, and to sixpenn’orths cf glu-and-water, thirty-^ 
" come out" without delay, • two small gloss** of brsndy-and- 

Now, “coming out/* either in act- water, fivc-aiid-lwenty bottled ales^ 
ing,or MRgitig, or society, or facetious- and fnrty-onc neguses ; and the onia- 
ness, or any tiling ehe, is all very mental painter^a journeyman, with his 
well, and remarkally pleasant to the wife and a select circle of acquaiut* 
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uace> wer« seated at ona of tlie eide- 
tjibles near tlie ordieatra. The concert 
begad. Song—sen^mental—bj^ a light¬ 
haired young gnutlemazi in & blue coat^ 
and bright basket buttnua [applause]. | 
Another song, doubtful^ by another 
getitletuan in another blue coat and 
more bright basket buttons—[La- 
creased applause J. Duet, Air. Jendiu^ 
Kodolph, and Airs. JeniiingB RiK]<dph, 
" Red lUifiiaD, retire 1 **—[great ap¬ 
plause]. Solo, Aliss Julia Montague 
(positively on this occasiot] only)—*^1 
am a hViar ’'‘--[eathusiasm]. Original 
duet^ comic—Mr H, Taplin (the comic 
geutlemati) and Mias Martin—^^The 
Time oi Day." “ Brayyo 1—Brayvo I’’ 
cried thuoruamental pain tor^a journey- 
man^a party, as Alisa Alartin was grace¬ 
fully led iu by tize comic geutleman.. 
** Go to work, HaiTy," cried the comm 
gentleman^ persanu frieuds. Tap— 
tap—tap,” went the leader'e bt>w on 
the music-desk. The symphony began, 
and was soon afterwards followed liy a 
faint kind of ventrilo^uial clilrpiLig, 
proceeding apparendy from die deep* 
eat recesaes of the interior of Miss 
Auielia Martin. " Sing out’^—ehouted 
one gtiutiemau iu a wliitu great-cuat. 
^ Don't be aiiaid to put the steam 
on^ old gal,” exclaimed anotlier. 
“ S—e—s—e—a—B—a went the 

jive^aud-twenty bottled alea. ^ Shame, 
aliame 1'' remonstrated the oma^ 


mental painter’a journeyman's party 

S—s—ft— h" went dm botded ales 
again, accompanied by all the gina, and 
a majority of ttic bratidiea. 

Turn them geeae out,” cried the 
omameiita] painter'a journey man's 
party, ivitii great iudiguatiou. 

‘‘Sing out,” wliitipured Mr. Jennings 
Rodolpb. 

So X do,” responded Mias Amelia 
Alar tin. 

‘‘ Sing louder," aiid Airs. Jenuinga 

Rodolpb. 

‘‘ 1 can'^t," replied Mies Aiudia 

Alartin. 

“ Off, off, off,” ened the rest of the 
audience- 

**Bray-vo!" shouted tlie painter'a 
party. It wouldn't do—Misa Amelia 
Martin left the orchestra, with much 
less ceremuny than site liad entered It; 
and, as t»be couldn't sing out, never 
came out. The general good humour 
was nut restored until Mr. Jeiiuiuga 
Kodolpli iiad become purple in tiio 
face, by imitating divers i^uadrupeda 
for half an hour, without bemg able to 
render himt^lf audible ; and, to thie 
day, neither haa Mit^ Amelia Martin's 
giMjd Immour been restored, nor the 
dresses made fur and presented to 
Airs, Jennings Rudolph, iior the vuotl 
abil[ties which Mr, Jennings Rodolpb 
once staked his prufcbsioiiaJ reputation 
tliat Mba Martm poesosaed. 
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CUAPTER IX. 

THE DANCiffO ACADEMY 


Of all the dancing acudemiea that ever 
efttftbliahedi tliere never wa^ one 
rnnre popular in its imnicdiate vicinity 
than Signor BLILBTOetlirB, of tlie 

“King's Theatre/^ It wa* not in 
SprjDg-gftrdena^ or NewmaTi-street, or 
Bernerfl-s treat, or Gnwer-street, or 
Charlotte-stLifat, or Percy ^street, or 
any other of the numerous &treeD^ 
which have been devoted time out of 
mind to profe&simial people, dispen- 
6arj03, and boaniing-liouaes ; ft wAa 
not ID the Wcflt-end at all—it rather 
approAimnlcd tn the eastern parti oa 
of London, being situated in the popu- 
Ions and improving neighbourhood of 
Gray^sdnn-lane* It was not a dear 
dancing academy—four-and'aixpencc a 
quarter is decidedly cheap upon the 
whole. It waft viry select, tile number 
of pupils being strictly limited to 
seventy five, and a quarter's payment 
in advance being rigidly exacted* 
Tliare was public tuition and private 
tnitioD^an assembly-room and a par¬ 
lour- Signor Billfttnelhi'a family were 
alivays tlirowii in with tlie parlour, and 
included in parlour price ; tliat is to 
eay, a private pupil had Signor Blll- 
Bmetlii'a parlour to dance in, nnd 
Signor Billsmethrs family to dance 
with/ and when he had been eiifiicientty 
broken in in the parlour, be began to 
run in couples in the Assembly-room* 
Such was the dancing academy of 
Signor BilUitietlii, when Mr* Augustus 
Cooper, of Ttiiter-lane, first saw an 
unstamped advertisement walking 
leisurely down Holiiora-hiLL, aiinqunc- 
iug to the world that Signor Billi^metbi, 
of the Krug's Theatre, intended open¬ 
ing for the season with a Grand Ball* 
Now, Mr. Augustus Cooper waft in 
the oil and colour line—just of age, 
with a little money, a little busincRs, 
and a little modier, who, Iraving 
managed her husband and hU business 
in hia lifetime took to managing her 


eon and At# businesa after his decease ; 
and ao, somehow or other, he bad 
been cooped up in the little back puv 
lour behind the shop on week-daje, 
and in a little deal box without a lid 
(called by courtesy a pew) at Bethel 
CImpel, on Sundays, and hud aeon no 
more of the world than if he had been 
an infant all his days; whereas Young 
White, at the Gas-fitter's over the w’ay, 
three years younger than him, had 
been Haring away like winkin'—going 
to the theatre—supping at humoric 
nieetin^^ft—eating oysters by the barrel 
—dnnkiug stout by the gallon—even 
Stopping out all night, and coming 
home as cool in the morning ag 
it nothing had happeueJ. So Mr, 
Augustus Cooper made up his mind 
that he would not stand it any longer, 
nml had that very morning expressed 
to his motlier a firm detemimation to 
be “ hlowod," in the event of hie not 
being instantly provided with a street- 
door key. And he was walking down 
Hniborti-hill, thinking about all those 
tilings and wondering how he could 
manage to get introduced into genteel 
society for tlie fii'st time, when his 
eyes rested on Signor BiilHiuetlii'a 
annouDccmeat^ wJiich it immediately 
elTuck him wua just the very thing ho 
wanted ; for lie sliould not only be able 
to select a genteel circle of acquaints 
nnce at once, out of the five-aud-seventy 
pupils at four-and-eixpence a quarter, 
but should qualify himself at tlie same 
time to go through a hornpipe in pri¬ 
vate society, with perfect ease to him- 
seir, and great delight to his fnende*. 
So, he stopped the unstamped adver- 
tisement^an animated sandwich, com- 
poeed of a boy between two boarda— 
and having procured a very small 
card with the Signor^a address in* 
dented thereon, walked straight at 
once to the Signor's house—and vepr 
fast he walked too^ for fear the hat 
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should he filled ap, snd the five-iuid- 
seventy eompleted^befci'e heg^ot tliere^ 
The SiRtior wu at home, and, what 
■woa fitill more graiifyin^, ho wm an 
^ii^liehmim t Such & nice man—and 
ao pohte i The list was not fuHj but 
It waa A moat extrjuiriiiiiary eircrum- 
SLance that there was only just one 
vaeattcy, and even that one would 
have been fitJed up, tiiat very momiEg, 
only Sic;nDr Billomethi was dLsutielied 
wilh Uie rel'erenee, and, bem^ very 
much afraid that the lady wasu^t 
select, woiildu^t Lake her. 

“ And very much delljy;hted I am, 
Mr. Cooper,*^ said Signor Hiiloinethi, 
“ tliac I did nt?t take her. I asEure 
you* Mr. Cooper—i don^t say H to 
flatter you, for I know you’re above it 
—tiiat T consider myself extremely 
fortunate in having a gentleman of 
yoiir maiiTters and appearance, air," 

“ I am very glad of it too, sir,'* eaid 
Augustus Cooper. 

** And J hope we shall he better 
acquainted, sir/’ said Signor Bill- 
ametliL 

“ And I’m sure 1 hope we shall too, 
sir/* responded Augustus Cooper. Ju&t 
then, tho duor opened^ and Jii came a 
young lady, with Jier hair curled in a 
crop all over her head, and Jier shoes 
tied in sandals all over her atiklea. 

** Don't run away, my dear,” said 
5ignur Gillsmethi [ for the young lady 
didn’t know Mr. Cooper was there 
wljeii she ran in, and g^Jing to run 
out again in her modesty, all in cem- 
fusiondike, nm away, my 

dear,” said SlEiior BtliaEDetbl, this h 
Mr. Cooper—Mr. Cooper, of Fetter- 
lane. Mr* Cooper, my daughter, sir— 
Miiiia Dillsmctln, sir, who 1 hope will 
have tho pleasure of daueing many a 
quadrille, minuet, gavotte* country- 
danee, fandango, douldo-hornpipe, and 
fariDogholkaJingo with you, sir* She 
doncea Them all,-air ; and an bhall you 
air before you 're a quarter older, air,” 
And Signor Blllsiuetln slapped Mr. 
Augustus Cooper on the back, as if he 
hod known him a dozen year%—eo 
friendly ;—and Mr. Coopex bowed to 
the young lady, and the young lady 
cuTtoeyed to him^ aud Signor BiU- 


ametbi said they were os liandBome ■ 
pair as ever he *d wish to see j upon 
which the young lady exclaimed,'* Lor, 
pa r' imd blushed as red ai Mr« 
Cooper himself — you might have 
thought they were both standing under 
a Kd lamp at a chemisfa shop ; and 
before Mr. Cooper went away it was 
settled That be sliould join Lbe fannly 
circle that very nigh t—taking them 
just as they were^—uo ceremony nor 
nonsense of that kind—and learn hiu 
positinnii, in order that he might luso 
no time, and be able tocomo out at the 
fortitcouhng ball. 

Well [ Mr. Augustus Cooper went 
away to one of the ciieap bhoemakers’ 

shops in Holhom, where gentlemen's 
dresa-pumps are seven-an d-sixpcnoc, 
and men’s etrung walking justuothing 
' at oil, and bought a pair of tlie regular 
seven *aii d-si xpeniiy, Ion g- quartered, 

town mades, in whicli he Astonislied 
himself quite as much aa his motlier, 
and sallied forth to Signor Jhllsi^etlii's. 
There were four other private pupils 
in the parlour; two ladies and two 
gentlemen. Such nice fieoplc ! Not 
A bit of pride about them. Out of the 
ladies in particular, who was in tiniu* 
ing for a ColumbLUC, w^ag, remarkably 
affable ; and she and BiJI.'^iiietbi 
took fc^ueh an interest in Mr, Auguetua 
Cooper, and joked and smikdj ajid 
looked BO bew'itching, that lie got quite 
at home, and learnt liis fitepa in notiiiie* 
After the prajgtthirig was over, Signor 
Billsmcthi, and BLllbinetlii, and 

Master Bdlsmelhi, and a young lady, 
and tlie twoJadien, and tlie two geiiile^ 
men, daiiceda quadnllo—none of your 
slipping and sliding about, hut regular 
wann work, flying into corners, and 
diving among chairs, aud shootiug out 
at the door,—BometJiing like daacing I 
Sigttur Billamethi in partirulitr, not- 
wltheta:!ding his having a hide fiddle 
to play all the time, was out na the 
laodiug every figure, and Master BiJU 
emethi, when every body else woa 
breatldcsB, danced a hornpipe, with a. 
cane in his hand, and a elieeoe-plata 
on liis head, to the unqualified admira¬ 
tion of tlie wtiolq ei>rnpany, Then* 
Signor Billsmetbl inaisted u tliey 
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>Fer« t-hey etboaldl all 

AUiy fiiipper^ aiid propnaed setidiiig 
Master tlia b««r ai^d 

spirttfl) wbcreujKJn tlie two g4*iitl«ifiTisn 
Bwore,‘‘strike "em wulgar if they'd 
Atuid that C* Bad were just goia|^ 
to quarrel who should pay for itj when 
Mr. Au^Btua Cooper said ho would, if 
they'd have the kindness to idlow him 
_And tiiey h<td ttie kindaesa to allow 
him; aad Master Billsmethi brou;;ht 
the beer in a eaUf and the rum iii a 
quart-poL TJiey liad a re^lar ni^ht 
of it ; and Miss BiJIemetlii squeezed I 
Mr. Au^uaeub Coo per *b liatid under 
(he table ; and Mr. Aiigublus Cooper 
returued the squcrze and returned 
home too, at Boniethiiig to six o'clock 
in the itiomin^ when he was put to j 
bed by maim force by the apprentice,! 
after repeatedly expreesin^ an uncoil-1 
trollnble deflire to pitch his i^evered j 
parent out of tlie seeunfi’floor window,' 
and to Uirottle the apprentice witli Iiis ‘ 
own neckdiandkerclhef^ | 

Weeks had woru on, and the seven- \ 


and-aixpenny town-madea had nearly | 


worn out, when tlie night arrived for 
the grand dreas-ball at which the w'hole 
of the five^arid-severity pupils were to 
meet together, for tire first time that 


8 

I 

■ 

I 
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season, and to take out some portioji of 
their respective four-aud-brxjieuces in 
Inmp'Oi] and tiddlers. Mr. Augustus 
Cooper had ordered a tiew'oi:>at for the 
occasion—a two-pound-tcniier from 
TurnstiJe* It was lity hrut appearance 
lit public ; and, after a grand Siciljaa 
shawl-dance by Jourtecn young ladies 
in character, Itc was to open the 
{Quadrille department wllti Mias Bill- 
btnctlu herself, with whom he had 
begome quite iiitiniate since his first 
introduction. It mas a night I Every 
thing was admirably arranged. The 
eandwich-boy took the hatb and bon^ 
nets at the atreet-door ; (litre wus a 
tura-up bedstead in the back parlour, 
on which Miss Billsmrthi raade tea 
and coffee for sucJi of the gentlemen 
as chose to pay for it, and surl} of the 
ladice os tlie gcutlemen treated | red 

E ort-wine negus and lemonade were 
oiided round at eighteen-pence a 
head; and^ in pursuance of a previous 


engagement with the public-house at 
the comer of t!ie street, an extra pot¬ 
boy was laid on tor the occasioti. In 
short, nothing could exceed (lie ar- 
rangeiDciits, except tJie company^ 
Such ladies! Such pink silk Blockings t 
Such artificiaL flowere 1 Such a num¬ 
ber of cabs ! No Hunner bad one cab 
set down a couple of ladies, than 
another cab drove up and set down 
another couple of ladies, and they all 
knew : not only one another, but the 
majority of the gentlemen into the 
bargain, whieb made it all as plefuuuit 
and lirdy as could be^ Signor Biib 
fiijiethi, in black tights, with a large 
blue bow in his buttonhole, introduced 
the ladies to such of the gentlemen as 
were strangers ' and the ladies talked 
away—and laughed they did—it was 
delightful to see tlieni. 

As to the shawl-dance, it was the 
most exciting thing that ever was 
beheld; tfiere was such a whisking, 
and rustling, and fanning, and getting 
ladies into a tangle with artiiicial 
flowers, and tlieu disentangling them 

again! And as to Mr. Augustus 
Cooper *9 share in the quadrille, he got 
througli it admirably, lie was missing 
from l]is partner, now and then, Ci r- 
taiuly, ajid diGcovered on such 
EiDiis to be either dancing with 
laudable perseveronoe in another 
set, or sliding about in perspective, 
witliout any defliiite object ; but, 
generally speaking, tiicy managed to 
shove him through ibe figure, until 
he turned up in the right place. Be 
thi 9 us it may, when he had floislied, a 
great many ladies and gentlemen came 
up and compliTiniented him very iniich, 
and said they hod never seen a begin¬ 
ner do anything like it before; and 
Mr* Augustus Cooper was perfectly 
satisfied with liiniBelf, and every body 
else into the bargain j and ‘‘stood’' 
considerable quantities of spirits-aiid- 
water, negus, and compounds, for the 
use and ^hoot of two or three dozen 
very particular frietiiis,. selected from 
the Aelect circle of five-and-seventy 
pupils. 

Now, whether it was tiie strength of 
the coinpounds, or the beauty of the 
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JbdieA, or lehAi not, it did bo happen 
that Mr. Auj^uatus Cooper encouraged, 
rather than repelled, the very flatter¬ 
ing attentions of a yo'nng lady in bro^Ti 
gauze over white caliea who had ap¬ 
peared particularly etruck with him 
frt)m the first j and when the encou'' 
Jragenienta had been prolonged tor 
some time. Miss Billsmethi betrayed 
her apite and jealousy thereat by 
calling the yoong lady in brown gauze 
a creeter/^ which induced the young 
Iftdy in brown gauze to retort, in cer¬ 
tain eentences containing a taunt 
fcHuided on. the payment of four- 
and-aixpence a quarter, which 
ference Mr, Augustus Cooper, being 
then and there in a Btata of consider- , 
able bewilderment, expressed hifi entire 
concurrence in- Miss Billemethi, thus 
renounced* forthwith began sereaining 
in the loudest key of her voiqe, at the 
rate of fourteen screams a minute; 
and being unaucceasfuU in an onslaugh t 
on the eyes and face, first of the lady 
in ^uze and then of Mr. Augustus 
Cooper, called distractedly on the other 
three-and-aeventy pupils to furnish her 
with oxalic acid for her own private 
drinking; and, the call not being 
honour^, made another rush at Mr. 
Cooper, and then had her stay-lace cot, 
and was carried off to bed« 
Augustus Cooper, not being remark¬ 
able for quickness of apprehension, 
waa at a loss to undcrstaitd wbat all 


I this meant,until Signor Billemethl ex¬ 
plained it in a mont satisfactory 
manner, by stating to tlie pupils that 
Mr. Augustus Cooper had made and 
coniirened divers promises of marriage 
to his daughter on divers occasions, 
and had now basely deserted her ; on 
which^ the indignation of the ptiplla 
became universal; and as several 
chivalrous gentlemen Inquired rather 
presaingly of Mr* Augustus Cooper, 
whether he required anything for his 
own use, or, in other wordSp whether 
he wanted any thing for him^elf,’^* he 
deemed it prudent to make a precipi¬ 
tate retreat* And the upsliot of the 
matter was, that a lawyer’s letter 
Came next day, and an action was com¬ 
menced next week; and that Mr* 
Augustus Cooper, after walking twice 
to the Sorp'^ntine for the purpoRe of 
drowning himself, and coming twice 
hack without doing it, made a coufldaiite 
of his mother, who compromised the 
mutter with twenty pounds from the 
till *. which made twenty pounds four 
sLiiMings and sixpence paid to Signor 
Blllsmethi, exeiuslve of treats a.id 
pumps. And Mr* Augustus Cooper 
went back and Lived with his mother, 
and there he lives to this day ■ and as 
he has lost his ambition for society, 
and never goes into the world, he will 
never see this account of himself, and 
will never be any the wiser. 
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CHAPTER X, 

fillAlIBT'CEnTESl, PEOPI'E, 


TiiEtiE oertartn descrlpti{>na of 

people oddly eooiighj appear to 
appertain exclnssively to the metfo- 
polis. Yoo meet them, every day, in 
tliQ eirceta of London, but no one 
ever ent;ountera them el^where; they 
^em indigonoug to the and to 
belong tis excl naively to London as its 
own smoke, or the dincy bricks aqd, 
mortar* We could Illustrate the 
I’CTuark by a variety of examples, but^ 
in our present sketch, we will only 
advert to one class as a specimen— 
that class which is so aptly and expres¬ 
sively designated as shabby-genteel,** 

N ow, shabby people^God knuwa^ may 
be found any wliere, and genteel people 
are not ai-ticlea of greater scarcity out 
of London tfiau in it; but tbis. com¬ 
pound of the two—this shabby-gentility 
-^is as purely local as tiie statue at 
Charing-crosa, or the pump at Aldgate. 
It is worthy of remark, too, tliat only 
men are sliabby-goiitccl ; a woman is 
always eitlier dirty aud slovenly^ in tlic 
extreme, or neat and respectable, how¬ 
ever poTorty-etrickefl in appearance. 
A very poor roan, "who has seen 
letter days/’ as the phrase ffoeg, is a 
atrange compound uf dirty-sloven hne^ia 
and wretched attempts at faded smart¬ 
ness. 

We will endeavour to explain our 
conception of the tern which foims 
tlie title of this paper. If you meet a 
man, lounging up Dniry-laue, or lean¬ 
ing with nis back against a poat in 
Lnn^'acre, witli Ills hands in the 
pockets of a pair of drab troueera 
plentifully Lcspnnkled with grease- 
spots : the trousers made very full 
over the boots, and onnaincnted with 
two cords down the outside of each leg 
-—weariDg, also, what has been a brow'n 
coat with bright buttons, and a'hat 
very much pinched up at the sides, 
cocked over his right eye—don^t pity 
him* He Je not shabby-genteel. The 
No. IQd* 1 


" harmonic meetings'* at some fourth- 
rate public'^houscj or the purlieus of a 
private theatre^ ore his chosen haunts; 
he entertains a rooted antipathy lo any 
kind of work, and is on familiar term;* 
witlj several pantomime men at the 
largo bouses* But, if you sec hurrying 
along a byc-street, keeping as cloao as 
he can to tlic areo-rai lings, a man of 
about forty or fifty, dad in an old 
ru&ty suit of throadboro block cloth 
which shines with constaut wear as If 
it bad been bees-waxed—the trousers 
tightly strapped down, partly for the 
look of the thing and partly to keep 
his old shoes from slipping off at the 
heels,—if you observe, too, that his 
yellowiBh-whitc neckprehief is care¬ 
fully pinned up, to conceal the tattered 
garment underneath, and that his 
hands are encased in tl;e remains of 
an old pair of beaver gloves, you may 
Set liim down as a shabby-genteel man. 
A glance at that depress^ face, and 
timorous air of conseioue poverty, will 
make your heart ache—always sup¬ 
posing that you are neitlur a phlloso* 
phor nor a political economist* 

We w^ere once haunted by a shabby* 
genteel man j he was bodily present to 
our scnoes all day, and he was in our 
mind*A eye all uight. The man of 
whom Sir Walter Scott speaks in his 
l>emonology, did not stilfer half the 
pcTBecutlon from his imagiuary gen¬ 
tleman-usher In black velvet, tliat we 
^stained from our friend in quondam 
black cloth* He first attracted our 
notice, by sitting opposite to ua in the 
readiug-room at die British Mnseum; 
and what made the man more remark¬ 
able was, that he always had before 
him a couple of shabby-genteel books 
—two old dogs-^ared folios, in niouldy 
worm-eaten covers, wdiich bad once 
been smart. He was in his cllair, every 
morning, just as tho clock struck ten ; 
he was always the last to Leave the 
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room in the Aftemoan ; uid wlien he f 
did, he quitted it with the air of a man | 
who knew not where elao to go, for; 
warmth and quiet There he us^ to 
eii ail day, as oLose to the table as poe^ 
Bible, in order to conceal the laek of 
buttons on hia coat: with his old hat 
careiully dejiotiited at bis feet* where 
he evidently flattered himself it escaped i 
observation. 

About two o’clock, you would see 
him munching a French roll or a penny 
loaf ; not taking it boldly out of his 
pocket at once, like a man who knew 
he was only making a lunch; but break¬ 
ing off httle hits in his pocket, and 
eating them by stealth. He knew too 
well it w as his dinner. 

When we first saw this poor object, 
we thought it quite impossible that his 
attire could ever become worse. We * 
even wsnt an far, as to speculate on the 
poasibility of his sl^ortly appearing in 
a decent ivecond-hand suit. We knew 


nothing about the matter; he grew 
mom and more ehabby-genteel every 
day. The buttoua dropped off his 
waistcoat, one by one ; then, he but¬ 
toned hia coat \ and when cue side of 
the coat was reduced to the same con- 
ditlon aa the waistcoat, he buttonedi it 
over on the other side. He looked 
somewhat better at tlie beginning of 
the week than at tlie coiicLusion, 
because the neckerchief,though yellow, 
was not quite so dingy; and tin themidst 
of all this wretchedness, be never ap¬ 
peared without gloves and etraps. He 
remained in this state for a week or 
two. At length, one of the buttons on 
the back of the coat fell off, and then 


I 
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the man himaslf disappeared, and we 
thought he was dead. 

We were sitting at the same table 
about a week after hie disappearance, 
and as our eyEB rested on his vacant 
chair, we iunensibly fell into a train of 
meditation or the subject of his mtim- 
ment from public life. We were won- 
dering whetber he had hung himself, or 
thrown himself off a bridge—whether 
he really was dead or h^ only been 
arreatea—when our coujeetures were 
suddenly set at rest by the entry of 
die man him self. He had under^ 


gone some strange metamorphoeis, and 
walked up the ceutre of the room with 
an air which showed he was fully con^ 
ecipus of the improvement in his 
appearance. It was very odd. Hi:} 
clothes were a dne, deep, glosay black; 
and yet they looked like the ^me 
suit; nay, there were the very dams 
with which old acquaintance had made 
us familiar. The hat, too—nobody 
could mistake the shape of that hat, 
with ita high crown gradually increas¬ 
ing in circumference towards the tOp» 
Long service had imparted to it a red¬ 
dish-brown tint; but, now, it was as 
black as tti© coat. The truth flashed 
Eoiddenly upon US—they had been 
^revived." It is a deceitful liquid 
that black and blue reviver ; we have 
watched its effects on many a shabby., 
genteel mn>a^ It betrays its victims 
into a temporary assumption of im¬ 
portance; possibly into the purchafle of 
a new pair of gloves, or a cheap stock, 
or some other trifling article of dress. 
It elevates their spirits for a week, 
only to doprcaa tbem,^ if possible, below 
their original Level. It was so in tliis 
case; the transleut dignity of the un- 
happy mail decreased, in exact propur- 
tiou as the “ reviver wore off. The 
knees of the unmentionables, and the 
elbows of the coat^ and the seams 
generally, soon began to get alarmingly 
white. The hat was once more dept^- 
sited under tbe table, and ita owner 
crept into his seat as quietly as ever. 
There was aweekot incesfiant small 
rain and mist. At its oKpiration die 
“reviver had entirely vanislied, aud 
the shabby-genteel mail never after¬ 
wards attempted to effect any improve¬ 
ment in his outward appeatanca. 

It would be difficult to name any 
particular part of town as the prin¬ 
cipal resort of ahabby-genteel men. 
We have met a great many peraons 
of this descriptlou in the neighbour- 
hood of the inns of court They may 
be met with, in Holbom, between eight 
and ^n any morning; and whoever has 
the curioflity to enter the InBotvent 
Bebtors’ Court will obeerve, both 
among spectatofs and praetitionera, a 
great variety of them. We never 
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went on ‘Cbangej by any chance, with¬ 
out sefiiEg some shabby-genteel men, 
and we have often wondered what 
earthly businc^ they can Imve tliere* 
They will sit there^ for hours, leaning 
on gre&t^ dropsical, mildewed umbrel¬ 
las, or eating Abemethy biscuits. No¬ 
body speaks to ilieni, nor tliey to any 
one. On consideration, we remember 
to have occasionally seen, two siiabby- 
genteel men con versing together on 
^Change, but our experience assures 
us that this is an uncommon circum- 
stance, occasioned by the offer qf a 
pinch of snufT, or some such civility* 
ll would be a ta^ik of equal difficulty, 
either to assign any particular spot for 
the iiesidenoe of tfiese beiugs, or to 
endeavour to enumerate their general, 
cKrcnpatioliB. AA"c were never engaged ! 
in business with more than one shabby- ' 
gcuteel mall ; and he w as a drun ken | 


engmver, and Jived in a damp back* 
parlour in a new row of houses at 
Camden-iown, half street, half brick¬ 
field, somewhere near the canal* A 
ehabby-gcnteel man may have no' oc¬ 
cupation, or ho may be a com agent, 
or a coal agent, or s wine agent, 
or a collector of debts, or a broker*a 
assistant, or a broken-dow n attorney* 
He may be a clerk of the lowest de- 
ecriptioHj or a contributor to the prees 
of the Bame grade. Whether crtir 
readers have noticed these men,iD their 
walks, as often as we have, we know 
not ; this we know—tJiat the miserably 
poor man {no matter w hether he owes 
his distresses to his own conduct^ or 
that of others) who feels his poverty 
and vainly strives to conceal it, is one 
of tlie most pitiable objects in human 
nature* Such objects, with few excep¬ 
tions, are shabby^gcDteeJ people* 
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CHAPTER XL 

vaktng k wkjht op it. 


Dakon and Pythias wpre undoubtedly 
very good fellows in thoir way : the 
fancier for his extreme readineiiA to 
put in Epecinl bfliil for n friendi and the 
latter for a certain trump-1 ike punc¬ 
tuality in turning up just in the very 
uiek of time, scarcely less reTnnrkable+ 
Many points in their character have, 
however, grown obsolete, Damons are 
rather hard to find, b these doys of im- 
pTieomnent for debt (except the sham 
ones, and they coat haif-a-crown); and, 
as to the Pythiases, the few that have 
eaieted iu theae degenerate tinieSj have 
had an unfortunate knack of mailing 
them&elvea scarce, at the very moment 
when their appearance would have 
been strictly class real. If the actions 
of these heroes, howover, can find no 
parallel in modern time^, tb«ir iriend- 
fihip caf. have Damon and Pythias 
on the one hand. We have Potter and 
Smithera on the other ; and, lekt the 
twolast-meniiojucd namersshould never 
have reached the ears ol our uneii- 
lightqned rcuderfl, we can do no Wtter 
than make them acqiuiiutcJ with the 
ownere thereof. 

Mr. Thomas Ptptter* then, was a 
clerk in the city, and Mr. Roljci't 
Smithers was a ditto in tlse same ; 
their incomes were limited, hut their 
friendfch i p w »s ii nlKtutidri I. They li veil 
in the same sheet, walked into town 
every morning :it the same hour,dined 
at the (amc slap-haug every day, and 
revelled in each others compatiy every 
night. They were knit together i>y the 
closei^t ties of intTiriary and Inetidship, 
or, as Mr Thomas Totter toiichiugly ob¬ 
served, they w-Sre t.hii^k-aiid-ihin jials^ 
and nothing hut it,’* Tliere was u spitv 
of romimee lu Mr. &nnthcTN*B disposi¬ 
tion, a ray of p^sitiy.agleam of misery, 
a sort id coilBcioutones', ot tse didn’t ex¬ 
actly know whnt. coming across him 
he didn’t prwiRdy know wh\^which 
stood out in fine relief uga.iDat the off¬ 


hand, daahitig, ftmatenr-pickpocket* 
Sf>rt-of-mani]er, which distinguished 
Mr. Potter in an eniinent degrcfl. 

The peculiarity of their rcflpeetive 
tliepoaitions, extended itself to their 
individual costume. Mr, 6mithcra ge¬ 
nerally appeared m public in a eurtout 
and Bhocs^ witli £ narrow black necker¬ 
chief an d a brown hat, very much turned 
up at the sides—peeiiliuritiea which 
Mr. Potter wholly eschewed, for it waa 
his ambition to do something in the 
celebrated ** kiddy *' or stoge-Ciuaeli, w'ay, 
and lie had Cveu gone so Jar os to invest 
caplifil in the purchase oJ a rough blue 
coat w’ith wyio^lcn buttrins, made upon 
tlie firemau'a priuciplo, in whiclu with 
the addition ol a lov'-efowned, flower- 
pot-}?Bucer-Rhapoil hat, he had created 
iKi inccnifiidcrahlic; sensatfoa at the Al¬ 
bion in Liltle Russdl-Btrwd, anti divert! 
other places of public aud fashiouable 
resort. 

Mr, Potter and Mr. Smithers hud 
mutually a greyed that, on the receipt 
of their quarter’s salary^ they would 
joiiilly' and m company “spend the 
evening”'—an evident inisnomer—the 
^1 ten ding a]>ply ing^ ns every botly knaw^s, 
not to the evemng itself hut to all the 
money the indiridual may chatice tu 
be possefsecl of, on the oceasinu to wh’clt 
reference is made; and they had likewise 
Agreed thrft, cm tjj+i trening nforc'iaiti, 
they would “ niskc a night of it ”—an 
cxprewivo term, iTvi]d)ing llie borrow* 
iiig of severiil houi^Si J'rom tf^'morrow 
rnorhing, adding them to the night 
Ijcforc, ami manufacturing a compound 
night ot the whole. 

The quarter-day arri ved at last—we 
Ray at Iftat, because quarter' days are as 
tcccntrie as comets: inovmg wondef' 
fully^ quick when yon have a good deal 
tci pHy, and marvellously shrw when 
sou have a little to revive. Mr.Thomas 
Potter and Mr>Robert Smithers met 
by appointment to begin the ereuiug 
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fcrULblfr the/ Ji&d, consisting of 

& little procession of fotir chops and 
four kidiie/Sj followinj^ eux:li other* sup¬ 
ported on either ^ide h/ apot of ilie real 
draught stout* and attended hy divers 
cuahiuiiH of hiTcad,ajitl wedges of checae. 

When the cloth wtvs removed, Mr^ 
ThoitiAs potter ordered the waiter to 
bring in* two goes of hla beat Scotch 
whiake/, witii warra water aud sugar, 
and a couple of his very ruiidest ” 
Havannahs, which the waiter did. jMr. 
Thomas Putter mixed his gro;;* und 
lighted his cigar; Mr. Robert Siuithera 
did tlie satne j and then, Air* Thomas 
Potter joculau'ly proposed us tJie first 
bMidt* '* tlic abohtion of all otfices w hat- 
ever^’^ (not fitneciircs^ but counting- 
houses)* wlijcli was iitinwdiutely drunk 
by Mr. Robert Smithers* with enthusi¬ 
astic applause. So tiiey went on, tolk- 
hig politics* puffing cigars iind sipping 
wliiBkty-and-tt’atcv* until the “goes” 
—most appropriately so called—were 
botli gone, winch Mr. Robert Smitiiera 
peroejvltig* immediately ordered in two 
more goes of the liest Scotch whiskey, 
and two mure of the very mildest Ha- 
vannahs; and the goes kept coming iii^ 
and the mild Uavannah^j kept going out, 
until* wliat with the drinking, and light¬ 
ing, and puffing* and the stale ashes on 
tlie table* and the taUow'-gi-caae ou the 
cigars* \Ir, Robert Siuathers began to 
doubt the luildiiess of the HavainiaUs, 
and to feel very tuucLt aa If he had 
been sitting in a hackney-coach with 
his back to the hoi^scs. 

As to Mr, TJiotnus Potter* he wovld 
keep laugliing out loud*and volunteer¬ 
ing inartieulate declarations that he 
was all right in proef of which, he 
feebly bespoke tlie eveiiing paper after 
the next gentleman* but finding it a 
matter of some difiiculty to disco'ver 
atiy Dews In its columns, or to ascertain 
distinctly whether It liad any columns 
at all* walked slowly out to look fur 
the moon* and* after cotuingbock quite 
pale wi th Looking up at the sky solong* 
and attempting to express mirth at 
Mr* Robert Smithera having fallen 
aaieep, by various galvanic chuckles* 
laid bie head on hie arm, and went 


Mr. Robert Smitliera awoke too, and 
they both very gnivuly agreed that it 
waa extremely unwJso to cat ao many 
pickled walnuts witli tlic chops* as it 
was a notorious fact that tliey always 
made people queer and sleepy; indeed, 
if it hod not been for the whiskey and 
cigars, tJiero waa no knowing what 
harm they mightn’t Imre done ’em. 
So they took Mine coffee* and after 
pay in;; the bill,—twelve and twopence 
the dinner* and the odd tenpence for 
tlie waiter—thirteen ^liilliugs in oll-^ 
started out on their expedition to 
manufacture a night* 

It was just half-post eight* so they 
thought tiiey couldn’t do better than 
go at half-price to Hie slips at the City 

Theatre* which they did accordingly, 
Mr. Robert Snihhers, wlm had become 
extremely poetical after the settlement 
of the bill* enlivening tlie walk by in- 
lurtuifig Mr, Thumoa Potter in coufi* 
fideiice that he felt an inward presca- 
timent of npproaeiiiiig dissolution* and 
Euhsequently embellish lug the theatre* 
by falling asleep, with his head and 
both arms gracefully drooping over the 
front of the boxea 

Such was tile quiet demeanour of 
the unassuming Smitiiers* and sucli 
were the happy eflui-ts of Scotch whis¬ 
key and Havannahs on that interest¬ 
ing person, 1 But Mr.Thomas Potter, 
whose great aim It w^aa to bceonaidcred 
os a " knowing card*” a ** fast goer* * 
and so forth, conducted himself in a 
Very different manner* and commenced 
going very fast indeed—I'atiter too fast 
at lost, for the patience of the audiencH 
to keep pace witli him. On his first 
entry, he contented Uioiself by eaiv 
nestly calling upon the gentionieu in 
the gallery to “ flare up**’ accompany^ 
ing the demand with auotlier request, 
expressive ot hie wish that they would 
instantaneously “form a union,^’ both 
which requiBkious were responded to, 
in the tnanaer most in vogue on Buck 
oocasiouB. 

Give that dog a bone I” cried one 
gentleman in his shirt^sleeres« 

** Where have you been a having 
half a pint of intcimediato beer t '* 
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cried * " TeiJor I ’* scmuncd 

a third Barber'e clerk 1 ** shouted & 
fourth. " Throw him o —veh 1" roared 
a fifth ; while numeroua voices concur¬ 
red in desiring Mr. Tbomu Potter to 
*^goly)me to his mother 1 *’ All these 
taunts Mr. Thomas Potter received 
with Buprsme contempt^ coctiMg the 
low-crowned hat a little more on one 
side, whenever any reference was made 
to his pcraonal appearance, and,stand‘ 
iogup witli bis arms a^kimbo^ expreoa- 
ing defiance meJo*dramatically. 

The overture—to which these va¬ 
rious sounds had been an 
accompaniment—con do ded, the second 
piece began^ and Mr. Thomoa Folterj 
emboldened by impunity^ proceeded to 
behave in a most unprecedented and ' 
outrageous manner, First of allj. he 
imitated the ishake of the principal 
feiiiftEe singer; then^ groaned at the 
blue fiTe,i then^ alibcted to be frightened 
into convulsions of terror at the ap¬ 
pearance of the ghost; and, lastly, not 
ooly made a running commentary, in 
ao audible voice, upon the dialogue ou 
the stage, but actually awoke Mr. 
Robert SmUhers, who, hearing hia 
campanioD making a noise, aud hav -1 
inga very indistinct notion where he 
was, or what was required of lum, im¬ 
mediately, by way of imitating a good . 
example, set up the must unearthly, 
unremitting, and appalling howling 
that ever audience heard, it was too 
much. **Turn tliern out !” was the' 
general cry. A noise, as of ehufiHug of 
feet, and men belug knocked up with 
violence against wainscottiug, was 
heard : a huiried dialogue of Come 
outr*^«l won^t You ehall !” 

—** t shan’t! Give me your card, 
Sir !"—“ You W a scoundrel. Sir 1” 
and so forth succeeded. A round of 
applause betokened the approbation of 
the audience,and Mr. Robert Smithers 
and Mr. Thonias Potter found tbem- 

aelvea shot with lutonishing swiftness 
into the road, without having had the 
trouble of once putting foot to ground 
during the whole progress of their rapid 
descent. 

Mr. Robert Smithera, being constitu* 
tiocally one of the Jilow-goers, and hav¬ 


ing had quite cnoughof fast-going, in the 
course of bis recent expulsion Co Last 
uutiJ the quarter-day*t1ieri next ensuing 
at the very least, had no sooner emerged 
with his companion from the preciucts 
of Mihon-street, than he proceeded to 
indulge in circuitous refereaceB to the 
beauties of sleepy mingled with distant 
allusions to the propriety of retunung 
to Islington, and testing the influence 
of thsir patent Bramahs over the 
street-door locks to which they respec- 
' tively belonged. Mr. Thomas Potter, 
however, was valorous and peremptory. 
Tliey had come out to make a night of 
it: and a night must be made. So 
Mr. Robert Sinithers, who was three 
parts dull, and the otlier dismal, de¬ 
spairingly assented; and they went 
into a wine-vaults, to get materials for 
assisting them in making a night ; 
where they found a good many young 
ladles, and various old gentlemen, and 
a pieutiful sprinkling of hackney- 
coachmen and calnirivers, all drinking 
and talking together; and J^Ir. Thomas 
Potter and Mr. Robert Sniithcrs di'snk 
small glasses of brandy, and large 
glasses of soda,until they began to have 
a very confused idea, eitlier of things 
In general:, or of anything in particular; 
and, when they had done treating 
themselves they began to treat every¬ 
body else ; and the rest of the ente^ 
taiumeut was a confused nurture of 
heads and heels, black eyes and blue 
uniforms, mud and gasdigl^tS, thick 
doors, and stone paving. 

Tlien, as ptandard novelists expres¬ 
sively lofoz^ us —** all was a blank !” 
and m the mornmg the blank was 
filled up with the words ** Station^' 
HD USE,and the station-house was 
filled op with Mr. Thomas Potter, Mr* 
Robert Smitlicrs, and the major port 
of their wine-vault com pan ions of the 
preceding nighty with a comparatively 
small portion of clothing of any kind. 
And it was diacloscd at the Pohec- 
ofiice, to the indignation of the Bench, 
and t^ie aatonishmentof the spectatora, 
how one Hubert Smithere, aided imd 
abetted by one Thomas Potter, had 
knocked down and beaten, in divers 
aUiccta, at different times, five men 
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four and tbr«« ipomen; how the 
Bftid Thumas Pi>tter Lad felgniousty 
obtained poaaesaion of tive doojs 
knockers, two bell-handles, and a 
bonnet; Low Robert Smithere, Ilia 
friend, had a worn, at least fortj pounds^ 
worth of oaths, at the rate of five 
shiLlizif^ a piece; terrified whole streets 
full of Her Majesty's subjects with 
awful shrieke, and alarms of fire; de¬ 
stroyed the unifonns of five police- 
men i and eoiumitted various oUier 
atrocities,too niimcrons to recapitulate. 
And the magistrate, after an appro 
priate reprimand| fined Mr, Tiiotnas 


m 

I Potter and Mr, Robert Smitberil five 
shillings each, for being, w hat llm law 
vulgarly terms, drunk ; and thirty-four 
pounds for seventeen assaults at forty 
fihiJIinga a-head, with liberty to speak 
to the prosecutors. 

The prosecutoratfjer^spoken to, and 
j Messrs. Potter and Smithere lived ou 
I creditjfor a quarter,as best they might; 
f and, although the prosecutors expres¬ 
sed their readiness to be assaulted 
twice a-week, on the same terms, they 
Lave never since been detected in 
I ** making a night of it/' 
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CHAPTER Xn. 


TUB prisoners" VaS, 


We were pof^ing the corner of Dow- 
street* on our rcluvn from & lounging 
eaicursion tlie otlier afternoon, when a 
crowd, assemlilcfl round the door of 
the Police Office, attracted our atten* 
tiom We turned up the atneet accord¬ 
ingly, There were tliirty or forty 
p^ple, standing on tlie pavement 
and half across the road ; and a fow 
sti'agglera. were patiently stntioried oil 
the opposite side of the way—all evi¬ 
dently waiting in expectation of some 
arrival. We w'aited too, a few minutes, 
bat notliiiig occini’ed ; so, we turned 
round to an unshorn imilow-loohing 
cobbler, wlio was standing next us widi 
his liauda under the hib of liis apron, 
and put the usual question of What ^9 
the matter P' The cobbler eyed us 


offices to the different prisons, was 
coming along at full speed. It then 
occurred to us, for the first time, that 
Her Majesty’s candage was merely 
another name for the prisoners^ van, 
conferred, upon it, not OTily by reason 
of the superior gentility of llie term, 
but hecauge tlie ^oresaid van is main- 
tainoil at Her Majesty's expense i 
having been originally started for tiic 
exclusive accommodation of ladies ami 
gentlemen under the necessity of visit¬ 
ing the various houses of call known 
by the general denomination of “ Her 
Majesty's (jroIb." 

The van drew up at the office door, 
nud[ liie people tlironged round the 
steps, just leaving a little alley for the 
prisoner^ to jiaSs through. Our frieinl 


from head to foot, with superlative \ the eobhler, and tlie other stragglers, 
contempt^ and laconically replied j crossed over, and we folio wed thtjir 
** Nuffin/’ I example. The driver, and Another 


TJow, we were perfectly aware that j man wJio had been seated by bis side 
if two men stop in tlio street to look j in front of the vchioic, dismounted, 
at any given object* or even to gaze and were admitted into the office. The 
in the air, two hundred men will he office-door was tdoaod after them, and 


assembled in no time ; but* as we knew the ci'owd were on tlie tiptoe of ex- 
very well that no crowd of people couid pectation. 

by possibility remain in a street for After a few winnteg delay, the door 
five minutes without getting up a little again opened, and the two first pri- 
amnsement BinoDg tlietnseLveSj unless soner^ appeared. They were a couple 
they bad aomt: absorbing object in of girls, of whom the elder could not 
view, the natuinl inquiry next in order be more than sixteen, and the younger 
was, What are ail thes# people wait* of whom had certfiin'y not attained 
ing here for —** Her Majesty’s car- her fourteenth year. That they wei’C 
rJage,” replied the cobbler. This was slstersp was evident* from the resem- 
still more extraordinary» Wo could bionce which still subsisted between 
not imagine what earthly busiiteee Her them, though two additional years of 
Majesty’s carriage could have at the depravity hod fixed their brand upon 
Public Oflict, Bow-btruet. We were the elder girl’s features, m legibly os if 
beginning to ruminate on the possible a red-hot iron had seared them. They 
caufics of fiuch an uncommon apjieaiv w ere both gaudily drefised* the younger 
ance, when a general exclamation from one especiMly; and* although there was 
all the boys in the crowd of Here ’b a atrojtg similarity between them in 
the w&D caused us to raise our both respects* which was rendered the 
heads, and look up tlio street more obvious by their being halkieufled 

The covered vehicle, in which together, it is impossible to conceive a 
prisoners are conveyed from tlio police greater eantraai than the demeanour 
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of the two presented. The younger 
gill was wttjping bitterly—not for 
diaploy, or in tJie hope of prodtueiog 
effect^ hot for very shatnei her face 
WAH bui'lod in lior handkerchief; and 
her whole uiaoner was blit too ex¬ 
pressive of bitter and miavajliog 
borrow, 

“ How long ire yoa for^ Emily T'* 
screamed a red-faced woinaa in the 
crowd, Six weeks and labour/* re¬ 
plied the elder girl with a flaunting 
laugh; **and that’s better than the 
stone jug any how ; the mill a deal 
better tlian the and here 'e 

Bid la a-goiiig too for the Arat time. 
Hold up your head, you chicken,” she 
continued^ boisterousty tearing the 
other "trPa ]i and kerchief away ; “Hold 
up your headj and show *em your face, 
I aii’t jeakms, but I ’ni blessed if 1 an’t 
game “Tliat^s right, old gjd,” ex- 
cUumed a man in a jiaper c^p, xihO| in 
coirimou with the greater part of tiie 
crowd, Jiad been inexpressibly de¬ 
lighted with this little incident.— 

iiiglit! ” replied the girl! “ah, to lie 
sure; what's the odih, t h I ”—Come I 
In with you/' intermpted tlie drivor. 
—Don’t yon be in a hurry, coach¬ 
manreplied tiie girl,“and recollect 
I want to be set down in Cold Bath 
Fjolde — largo house with & high 
garden-wall 'm frtmt; you csji't mis¬ 
take it. Hallo. Bella^ w'here are you 
going to^—youll pull niy precious arm 
offt” This was addressed to the 
younger girl, wlio, in her anxiety to 
hide hei'sell in the caravan, had 
ascended the steps first, and forgotten 
die strain, upon tlie hainlcftff ; Come 
down, aud let’s show you the way,” 
And after jerking the miserable girl 
down witli a force which made her 
stagger on the pavement, she got into 


the vehicle, and was followed by her 
wnetcUed companion, 

These two girls had been thrown 
upon London etreete, tlieir vices and 
debauchery, by a sordid and I'apacious 
mother, What tlie younger girl wrs^ 
then, the elder had been once; and what 
the elder then was, the younger must 
soon become, A melancholy pi'ospcctj 
but how surely to be realised ; a tragic 
drama, but how often acted ! Turn to 
the prisons and police offices of Lon¬ 
don—nay, look into the very streets 
themselves. These things before 
our eyes, day after day, and hour after 
hour—they have l>cconio such mattei's 
of counae, tiiat they are utterly disre¬ 
garded. The progress of these gir!^ 
in crime wiU be as rapid as the flight 
of A pestilence, resembling it too in its 
batielul influence and wide-spreading 
infection. Step by step, how many 
ivretdied females, within tlie sphere of 
every inau'a observation, have become 
involved in a career of vice, fright!uL 
to cDutempiate ; hopeless at ita com¬ 
mencement, loathsome and repulsive 
in its course j friendless, forlorn, and 
umpitied, at its miserahlo conclusion I 

There w'ere other prisoners—boys 
of ten, as hardened in vice as meu of 
fifty—a house]ei^B vagrant, going joy¬ 
fully to prison as a place of food and 
slieiter, handcuffed to a man whose 
prospects were ruined, character lost, 
and family rendered destitute, by his 
first ofFenco^ Oiir curiosity, however, 
vr»s isatisfied. The first group had left 
an impression on our mind vre would 
gladly have avoided, and would wil¬ 
lingly have effaced. 

The crowd dispersed ; the vehicle 
rolled away with its load of guilt and 
luiafortune ; and we saw no more of 
^the Prisoners’ Van, 
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TALES* 

CHAPTER L 

THE B0ARE>llf6-HDtT3£, CKIPTER T, 


!IIr^Tirss was, bevotid all dispute, 
the most trd^Vt fidgety, thrifty, little 
j^ereonnge that ever inhaled the aniDke 
of London; and the house of Mra. 
Tibbs VL'as, decidedly, the noatest in all 
Great Cbram-streiet The area and the 
area steps, and the street-door and the 
street-doorsteps, and the brass handle, 
and the door-plate, and the knocker, 
and the fan-light, were all as clean and 
bright Jifl indefatigable white-washing, 
and hearth-stoning, and scnibhiug and 
rubbing, could make them. The won¬ 
der was, that tlte braas door-plate, with 
the interesting inoeription ** Mrs. 
Tibbs,” had never caught fire from 
constant friction, ho petseveringly was 
it polislied^ There were meat-safe- 
Jookiog blinds in the parlour windows, 
blue and gold curtains in the drawing* 
room, and spring-roller blinds, as Mrs. 
Tibba was wont in the pride of her 
|j:eart to boast, " all the way up.” 
The bell-iamp in ilie passage looked as 
clear as a soap-bubble ; you could flee 
yourself in all the tables, and Yrench- 
polish yourself on any one of the 
chairs. Tlie bannisters were bees¬ 
waxed ; and the very stair-wires made 
your eyes win k, they were so gl i ttering. 

Mrs. Tihbii waa somewhat ehort of 
stature, and Mr* Tibbs wae by no 
means a large man. He had, more- 
tfiver, very short legs, but, by way of 
jitidemnilication,his fuse waa peculiarly 
long. He v&si to his wife what the 0 
is in 90— he was of some importance 
tpiih her—he was nothing without her. 
Mrs. Tibbs waa always talking. Mr. 
Tibbs rarely spoke ; but, if it were at 
any time possible to put in a w'ord. 


- when he should have said nothing at all, 
he had that talent. Mrs. Tibba detested 
long stories, and Mr. Tibbs had one, 
the eoncluaion of which had never 
been heard by his moat intimate 
friendfli It always began, ^ 1 recollect 
^'hen I was in the volunteer corps, in 
eighteen hundred and six,”—but, ns he 
spoke very slowly and softly, and his 
better Imlf very quickly and loudly, he 
rarely got beyond the introducn>ry 
sentence. Re was a melancholy specie 
men of the story-teller. He was tJie 
wandering Jew of Joe MiUerisni. 

Mr. Tibbs enjoyed a small inde- 
pendente from the pension-list—about 
43f. ]5j- )0<l. a-yeai'. His father, 
luother, and five interesting scions 
from tlie Same stock drew a like sum 
frofiu tile reveo ue of a grateful country, 
though for what ps^icular ftcrvice 
was never known. But, as this 
said independence was not quite sulH* 
cient to furnish two people with 
the luxuries uf Hiis life, it ha^l occurred 
to the busy little spouse of Tibbs, tlmt 
tlie best tHng she cjuld do with n 
legacy of TOOl, would be to take imJ 
furnish a tolerable house—somewhere 
in that partially-explored finct of 
country which liea between the British 
Museum^ and a rcinots village called 
Somers' town—for the reception of 
boarders. Great CorftTii-street was the 
spot pitched upon. The hDuee had 
been fum isb ed accordingly; two female 
servants and a boy engaged ; and an 
adrerltsemcnt inserted in the tnomiDg 
papers, informiiig the public that Six 
individuals woult^ meet with all the 
comforts of a cheerful musical home 



TITE BOARDIICG-HOUSE. ]il 

in & select private familyreeidin^ j Mr. SunpaoSj and you kaow a mar- 
within ten mimitea walk of”—every- ■ mgc”--- 

where. Answers out of napriber were | k wh*t!” shrieked Mrs. Tibba. 
received, wUh all aorta of initiaJs ; ail ' Tibbs modeatly repeated his foimer 
the lettera of the aluhabet seemed to BuggeatioEL 

be seized witli a sudden wish to go out ^ I beg you woa*t mention such a 
boarding and lod^ng I voluminous was said Mrs. T, A msTriage, 


the correspoudence lietween Mm 
Tibbs ami the applicants; and most 
profound was the secresy observed. 

E.” didn’t like this, 1/* could’nt 
thiuk of putting up with Hmt; 
“I. O.U.” didiiH think the terms 
would suit him j and G. R” had 
never slept in a French bed. Tlie re- 
Bultj however, waa, that diree pentle- 
mcn become inmates of Mrs. Tibbs’s 
house, on terms which were “agree¬ 
able to >11 parties*” In went tJie 
odvertlBemrnt again, and a lady with 
her two daughters, proposed to in* 
create—not tlioir families, but Mrs. 
Tihbs'a. 

‘‘Cliarming woman, that Mrs. 
Maplesone I” said Mrs. Tibbs, as she 
and her spouse were sitting by the hre 
after breakfast; the geiitlemeu liaving 
gone out on their sevepiU avocations. 
“ Charm ingwn in an, indeed ! ” repeated 
little Mrs Tibbs, more by way uf soli¬ 
loquy than any tiling else, for she dever 
tliought of eon sill ting her husband. 
** And the two daughters arc delight- 
fuL We must have some fish today; 
they'll join us at dinner for the first 
time.” 

Mr. Tibbs placed the poker at right 
angles with the fire shovel, and essayed 
to apeak, but recoilocted he had nothing 
to say* 

“ The young ladies,* continued 
Mrs. T., “ have kindly volunteered to 
bring tlieir own jnaiio.” 

Tibbs dmugbt of the volunteer 
story, but did not venture it* A bright 
tliought Btruck him— 

** It's very likely—” said he, 

“ Pray doti^t lean your head against 
the paper,” interrupted Mrs. Tibbs; 
^‘atid donT putyout feet on the steel 
fender; tliat's worse*” 

Tibbs took hia Jiead from the paper, 
and his feet freoa the fender, and pro* 
ceeded, “It'a very likely one of the 
young ladles may net her cap at young 


indeed !—to rob me of my boarders 
—no, not for the world,” 

Tibbs thought in his own miud that 
the event w'as by no means unlikely, 
but, as he never ai^ued with hia wife, 
he put a stop to the dialogue, by 
observinff It was " time to go to bu&i- 
nesfi.” He always went out at ten 
o'clock in the morning, and returned 
at five in the afternoon, with an ex¬ 
ceedingly dirty face, and smelling 
mouldy. Nobody knew what he was, 
or where he went; but Mrs. Tibbs 
used to say wiUi an air of great im* 
portance, tliat he was engaged in the 
City* 

The Miss Maplesoncs nnd their 
accomplis^hed parent arrived in the 
Course of the afternoon in a hackney- 
conch, and nceomjionied by a most 
astonishing number of packages. 
Trunks, bonnet-boxes, muff-bojecs and 
parasols, guitar-cases, iiiid parcels of all 
iruogtnaljle shapes, done up in brown 
paper, and fastened with pins, filled 
the passage. Then, there w as such a 
running up and down with the lug¬ 
gage, such scampering for warm water 
for the ladies to wash in, and such a 
bustle, Jmd eoufusicn, end heating of 
eorvants, and curling-irons^ as had 
never been known in Great Coram- 
street before. Little Mrs. Tibba was 
quite in her element, bustling about, 
mking incessantly, and distributing 
towels and Soap, like a head nuree iti 
a hospital. The house was not re¬ 
stored to its usual state of quiet 
repose, until the ladies were safely 
shut up in their respective bedrooms, 
engag^ in the important occupation 
of dressing for dinner* 

**Are thesegals'andsotnel” inquired 
Mr* Simpson of Mr* Septimus Hicks, 
another of the boarders, as they were 
amusing themaeives in the drawing¬ 
room, before dinner, by lolling on ^fas, 
aud contemplating tlieir pumps* 
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knoTVj** Fcplled Mr. Septi- 
niuu Hickftf who was a Ulliah^ white- 
faced oiati, with spectacles, and 

a black gibbon round his asck iostead 
of a Deckerchier—a most iDlercsting 
persoD; a poetical walker of the hospi- 
tale, and a verjr talented yoiang njau," 
He was fond of '*lugging” into conver- 
gatioD, all sorts of quotations from Don 
Juan, without fettering himself by the 
propriety of their applicatieii |in which 
particular he Whis remarkably inde¬ 
pendent. The other, Mr, Sitnp^nn, 
was one of tiioao young men, who uro 
in society what walking gentlemen 
are on the fttage, only intinlUly worse 
skilled in his vocatinn than tlie mast 
indiBcrcjit arlisL He was as empty- 
headed as the great hell of St. Pamirs ; 
always dressed according to the carica¬ 
tures published in theniotilhly tasbicjua; 
and spelt Character with a K, 

1 saw a devilish number of parcels 
in the paaaftge when I came home," 
simpered Mr. Simpson. 

Materials for the toilet, no doubt," 
rejoined tlic Don Juan reader. 

——--— ** ATuch ISdML^ laicc, aad Bcveral pair 
Of stoc1iiDg3i altppcra, brusbes, oouibSi C!)ep« 
plet(‘: 

WUb oLhi;r articles of tidtca' fa^r, 

To keep them beautiful, Or Icuvii tbam neat/' 

“Is that from Milton?’^ inquired 
Mr, Sliiij>£on. 

** No—from Byron,” returned Mr, 
llioka, with a look of contempt. He 
was quite eurc of his author^ because 
he had never read any ether. ^ Huah ! 
Here cotue the gals,** and they both 
comicenocd miking m a very loud key. 

Mrs. Maplesene and the Miss 
Maplcsoncs, Mr. iiicks. Mr. Kicks— 
Mrs. Maplesone and the Miaa Maple^ 
eones,'* said Mrs. Tibbs, with a very 
red face, for she had been anperintend- 
ing the cooking operationB below stairs, 
and looked like a waist doU on a sunny 
day. Mr. Si m]iBaTi, I beg your pardon 
—Mr. Simpson—Mrs. Maplesone and 
the Misa Alapleaones”—and via T?er»a. 
The gentlemen immediately began to 
slide about with much poUteitese, and 
to look aa jf they wished their arms 
had been legs, so little did they know 
wliat to do with them. The ladies 


smiled, curtsied, and glided inta chairs, 
and dived tor dropped pocketphandkei> 
chiefs i the gentlemen leant againat 
two of the cuitaiu-pegs ; Mra. Tibbs 
went tlirougb an adinlrable bit of 
serious pantomime with a servant w]ii> 
hod couie up to ask some question 
about the hsh-sauce \ and then the two 
young ladies looked at each other ; 
and everybody else appeared to dis¬ 
cover something very attiactive iu tile 
pattern of the lender, 

** Julia my love,** Raid Mrs, Maple-* 
sono to her yonngeat daughter, in a 
tone loud enough for the remainder 
of the company to hear,—“Julia,” 

“ YfB, Ma.” 

“ Don *t stoop/*—^Thla wa$ said for 
the purpose of directing general atten- 
tion to Mifls Julid/s figniv;, which wa^ 
u ndeniabl e* E vory b. »\y loo ked at her, 
accordingly, and there was another 
pause. 

“ Wo had the moat uncivil hackney- 
coachman tn-dny, yo;i can imagine,” 
aoid Mrs3tap1crtunc to Mrs.Tibbs, in 
a c(inhdi.^ntial tone. 

“Dear me!” replied the hostess, 
with an air of groat commisenuioii. 
£)lio couldn*t say mote, for the servant 
agaiu appeared at tin: door, and com¬ 
menced telegraphing tnost eamCBtly to 
lier “ Missia ** 

“ 1 think hackney-coachmen gene¬ 
rally are uncivil/* said Mr. lliekB in 
his most insinuating tone. 

“Positively I think they are,*' re¬ 
plied Mrs. Maplcarme, as if the idea 
had never struck her before* 

“ And cabnioiij loo,” said Mr. .Siuip- 
Bon. Tills remark was a failure, tor 
no one intimated, by word or sign, i1id 
slightest knowledge of the manners 
and customs of cabmen. 

“Robmflon, what do you wantT* 
said Mrs. Tibbs to tlie sciwant who, by 
way of making her presence known to 
her miatress, had been giving auudry 
hems sud sniffs outside the doOr dur- 
ing the pi^eceding five ininutes, 

“ Please^ tna'am, master wants hla 
clean things,” replied the servant, 
taJeen off her guar^ The two young 
men turned their faces to the window, 
and “ went o^' like a couple of bottles 
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af beerj the Ut^i«a put their 

hatitikeTchiefft to their moutha i and 
litUe Mra Tibbs bustkd out of the 
room to give Tibbs hia clean linen,— 
and tbo servant warning. 

Mr. Cal ton, the remaining boarder, 
shortly afterwards made hie appear- 
anccj and proved a eurprining pro¬ 
moter of the con versBtion. M r. Caltmi 
was a euperannuated be&u^an old 
boy, He used to eay of himself that 
although his features were not regu¬ 
larly handsome, they were striking, 
Tln?y certainly weiM:, It waa impos¬ 
sible to look at his face wjUiout being 
reminded of a clmliby &treet-d(«>r 
kiiockcr, lialf-lion Italf-monkcy; and 
the comparison might; he extended 
to bis whole character and conver¬ 
sation He had stood Htill, while 
everything else liad been moving. 
He never originated a conversation, 
or started an iilea ; but if any com- 
moil place topic wi-re broached, or, 
to pursue the comparisori, if anybody 
lifttd kiitt up, ]\e would hammer away 
vidtlii surprising rapidity. He had the 
tic-dulorcux occEisionally, and then he 
might be said to be muffled, because 
lie did nut make quite aa much noise 
as at Ollier tiiuci^, when he w'ould go 
oil prosing^ rat-tat-tat the same thing 
over and over again, lie had never 
been married j hut he was still on the 
look-out for a wife with money^ He 
hod a life intcrent w'urch about 300^ a 
year—lie was exceedingly vain, niid 
inordinately selfish. He had m^quired 
the ropuiatiQU of bciug the very pink 
of politeness, and he walked rouud tJie 
park, and up Hegent-street, every 
day. 

ThrercapectahleperBonngehad made 
up his mind toreiidfr him he) f exceed* 
iiigly agreeable to Mi^s, Maplcsoue— 
jjiileed, the desire of being as amiable 
as possible extended itself to the whole 
party • Mrs, Tibhs having considered 
it an adniirublc little bit of manage- 
ment to rcprcaeiit to tlie gentlemen 
that she bad some reason to Jjclieve 
the ladies were fortuueEi, and to liint 
to tbc ladies, that all tlio geotlemcji 
were ** eligible^^^ A little flirtation, 
she lliougUt, might keep her house 


full, without leading to any other 
result. 

Mrs. Mapleeone wm an enterprising 
widow of about fifty: shrewd, Hcheming, 
Bud good-looking. She Was amiably 
anxious on behalf of her daughters; 
in proof whereof she used to remark, 
that she would lukve no objection to 
marry again, if it would banelit her 
dear girlB—she could have no other 
motive. The ** dear i^irla’^ them eel vea 
w'ere not at all insensible to the merits 
of good eatablisbment/* One of 
diem was twenty-five j tJie other, three 
years you figer. They had been at d i ffe- 
rent watering-piaces^ for four seasons j 
they had gambled at libraries, read 
books in bj^coniea, sold at fancy fairs, 
danced at aesembiIes, talked sentiment 
^in short, thi^y had done all that in¬ 
dustrious girls could do^but^ as yet, 
to no purpose* 

“ What A Tnagnificent dresser Mr. 
Simpson is !” wInspired Matilda Ma^ 
plesone to her sister Julia- 

“ Splendid !*’ Teturned the youngeat* 
Tlie maguificent individual alluded tO 
wore a maroon-coloured dre^ss-eoat, 
with a velvet collar and cuffs of 
the same tint—very like that which 
usually invests the form of the dis¬ 
tinguished unknown who condescends 
to play the “ swell hi tlie |iautomime 
at Hichardsoii^s Show/' 

What wliiskcrs V* aaid Nfiss Julia, 

** Charming !’* responded her sister; 
“ and what hair Ris hair was like 
a wig, and distinguished by that in- 
sinuating wave wliidi graeeg the shin¬ 
ing Icicka of tliuse cA:c/-<f’ffani6> of 
art surmomitirig the waxen images in 
Bfirtellrt's window, in Regent-Street; 
his in hiskei's meeting hencatli his clnn, 
seeltied fitrlngs wherew^ith to tie it 
on, ere science had rendered them 
anncceBsory by her patent invisible 
springs* 

**Dinner's on the table, ma'sm, if 
you please,” said the br^y, who now' 
appeared lor the first time, in a re* 
vived black coat of his niai^ter's. 

** Oh ! Mr. Cultoii, will you lead 
Mrs. Maplcsonc i—Tliank you/* Mr. 
Simpson offered Jus arm to Miss Julia; 
Mr*Septimus Hicks oscorted the lovely 
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JlatUdi; and the proceflaian proceeded 
to the diDln^-ro<nn. Mr* Tibha was 
introduced, and Mr, Tibbs bobbed up 
jmd dowii to the three ladies like a 
figure in a Uutch clecikt wiili a poiver- 
ful spring in tlie middle of hia Vi^Jdy, 
and then dived rapidl/ into his scat at 
the bottom of the table^ delighted to 
screes liimaelf l>clniid. a soopduneeiij 
which he ontild Just ace over^ and that 
was ail. The buaivJefa were sertted, a 
lady and gcjiLleman alternately, like 
the layers ot bread and meat in a plate 
of sandwiL-hes ; and tlicn Mrs. Tibbs 
directed James to take off the coverSw 
Salmon, tobater'Bauce, giblet-soiip, and 
the u^ual accompaninoents 'AXire dis- 
Covered : potatoes like petrifactions, ^ 
and bits of toasted bread, the shape 
and size of blank dice, 

“ Soup for Mrs. Maplesone,my dear,” 
said the bustling Mi-s. Tibbs^ She 
always called her liusband *^iny dear ** 
before eotupuny. Tibbs who had been 
eating his bread, and calculating how 
long it would be before he should get 
any fish, helped the soup Id a hurry, 
mode a small island on the tablecloth, 
and put his gloss upon it, to hide it 
from hlB wife. 

^-Miss Julia, sliall I assist you to- 
some fish V* 

*nf you please ^—very little — oh J 
plenty, thank you” (a bit about the 
aize of a. walnut put upon the pJate). 

Julia id a very little eater,” said 
Mrs* Maplesone tu Mr, Calton. 

The knocker gave a single rap» He 
was busy eating the fiah with his eyea; 
so he ouly ejaculated, “ Ah !** 

** My dear," said Mra^Tibba to her 
apouse after every one else had been 
iielped, *'Wbat do yr?it take*” TJio i 
inquiry was Hccompanied with a look 
iDCimatjug that he mustlL say Ush, 
because there wu not much left, 
Tibbs thought the frown referred to 
the island on the tablecloth ; he there¬ 
fore coolly replied, ** Why—l^U take 
a little—fish, 1 think.'* 

**Did you Bay fish, my dear?” 
(another frown) 

‘^Yes, dear,” replied the villain, 
with an expreoaion of acute hunger 
depicted In his countenance. The 


tears almost started to Mrs. Tibbs* 
eyes, u she helped her " wretch of a 
huebandj” as she inwardly called him, 
to tlie last eatable hit of BalmOD on 

tlie dialu 

James, take this to your master, 
and take away your fnftflter''B knife.” 
This was deliberate revenge, as Tibbs 
never could eat fish wiihout one. He 
was, however, eonsbaiiied to chase 
Bmall particles of sahtiou round and 
round his plate wiih a piece of bread 
aud a fork, the ruinber of succeRShil 
attempts being about one id scveti,- 
teen. 

" Take away, James,” said Mrs, 
Tibbs, as Tibbs awallowed the fourth 
mouthful—and away wont Uic plates 
like lightning. 

“ 1 'U take a bit of bread, JamcB,** 
said the poor master of the house,” 
more hungry than ev^r^ 

^ Never mind y^^ur master now, 
James,” aud Mrs. Tibbs, " see about 
the meat,” This was conveyed in the 
tone in which Larlira usually give a<K 
ULonitions to servants in company^ that 
is to aay, a low oue ; but which, like a 
stage whisper, from Its peculiar em- 
phuais, is most distinctly heard by 
everybody pi^aent. 

A pause ensued, 1>efore the table was 
TOpletiished—a sort of parenthesis Itk 
wliich Mr. SiinpBon, Mr. Calton, and 
Mr. Hlcka, produced respectively a 
bottle of Bau tern e, bill cel las, and sherry, 
and took wine with everybody—excej^t 
Tibba. No one over thought of him. 

Between the fisii and &tl iiitinukted 
fjirloin, thei^e was a prolonged interval. 

Here was an o| portiiuity for Mr, 
Hicks. He could TKit rcaist the singu¬ 
larly appropriate quotation— 

" Hat Iwef nrt within these oxlesi li!«: 

{juts' Heili then li, uo deubt, oad lud,.eud 
piuuon. 

And, whefu a holltUy upon them imilei, 

A Jpiutiupo]] tb«u barborcui ipits tbeyput 
m*'* 

“Very ungentlemanly behaviour,” 
thouglit little Mrs, Tibba ‘‘to talk in 
that way.” 

Ah,” aald Mr. Caltou, flltmg hia 
glasB, ** Tom Mdiire is my poet,” 

« And miue,” said Urn, Moplesoae^ 



THE BOARDING-HOUSE. 


175 


Afid Mim Julia. 

All J mine,” added Mr. Sii]iipsi:>n. 

^ Look at hlflconipoeitlDn»,”reiiUined 
the knacker. 

**To be Burcj” said Simpaon, with 
confidence. 

** Look at Don Juan,” replied Mr, 
Septimus Ilieka. 

^^JuLLa'a letter,” sugg^ted Misa 
Matilda 

" Can anything be grander than tiie 
Fire Wqrsliippere ?” iur^uired Miss 
Julia. 

To be etire,” aaid Simpson. 

*^Or Fumdise and ike Peri,” said 
the old beau. 

“ Yea j or Paradise and the Peer,” 
repeated 5inip.<;nn, wlio thought he waa 
getting thifingh it capitally. 

It ^9 all very w tll,” replied Mr. I 
Septimus iiidis, who,B3 wehave bel'oix) ^ 
hinted^ never had read any tiling hut | 
Don Juan. ** Where will yun find any- j 
tiling finer tlmii the description of the i 
siege, at the commencement of the | 
seventh canto 

Talking of a siege,” said Tibbs, 
with a moutliful of bread —** when 1 
was in the volunteer corps, in eighteen 
hundred and six, cur comoiaiidmg 
officer was Sir Charles Rampart; nod 
one day, when we were exercising on 
the gr<niud on which the London Uni* 
versity now stands, he says, says he, 
Tibbs (calling me from the ranka) 
Tibbs—” 

‘‘ Tell your master, James,” inter¬ 
rupted Mrs. Tihlis, in on awfully dis¬ 
tinct tone, tell your master if he 
carve those fowls, send them 
to me.” The discomfited volunteer 
instantly set to work, and carved the 
fowls almost as expeditinualy as his 
wife o[>erated on the hauncii of mutton. 
Whether he ever finiFdied the is 
not known ; but, if he did, nobody 
heard it. 

As the ice was now broken, and the 
new inmates more at home, every 
member of the company felt more at 
ease. Tibbs himself most certainly 
did, because be went to sleep imme¬ 
diately after dinner. Mr. Hicks and 
the ladies discoursed most eloquently 
about poetry, and the theatrcB, and 


Lord Chefl.teT^ield*B Letters ; aai Mr. 
Calton followed up what everybody 
said, with continuous double knocks. 
Mrs. Tibbs highly approved of every 
obaervatioQ that fell trom Mrs. Maple- 
sone; and as Mr. Simpson sat wi^ h 
smile Upon his lace and said Yes” or 
^ Certainly,” at intervals of about four 
minutes each, he received full credit 
for underslanding what was going for¬ 
ward. The geutlcmea rejoined the 
ladies in the drawing*riM)iQ very' sliortly 
after they had left the dining-parlour. 
Mra. Maplefione and Mr. Calton played 
cribboge, mid tJie “ young p^ple ” 
amused themselves w^ith music and 
conveiuatioD. The Miss MaplesoUos 
sang tlie most faeeitialing duets, and 
accompanied themselves on guitars, 
ornamented witli bite uf ethereal bluo 
ribbon. Mr. SimpHon put on a piuk 
waistcoat, and said he wa^ Iq raptures; 
and Mr. Hicks felt ju the seventh 
heaven of poetry, or tlie seventh canto 
of Don Juan—it waa the same thing 
to him. Mrs. Tibbs was quite charmed 
with tlie now comers^ and Mr. Tibbs 
' spent the evening in his usual way— 
I he went to sleep, and w'i>ke up, and 
. went to sleep again, and woke at supper- 
time. 

We are notabout to adopt the license 
of novel-writei's^ and to let “years toil 
on but we will take the liberty^ of 
requesting the reader to suppose that 
six moutha have elapsed, since the 
dinner we have descrihedf and that 
Mra.'l^bbs's boarders Jiave, during that 
period, sang, and danced, and gone bo 
theatres and exhibluoiia, togetlier, as 
ladies and gentlemen, wherever tliey 
board, often do. And we will beg them^ 
the period we have mentioned having 
elapsed, to imagine fartlter, that Mr, 
.Septimus Hicks received, in his own 
bedroom (a front attic), at an early 
hour ODO mpming, a note from Mr. 
CalboUj requesting die favour of seeing 
him, as soon aa convenient to himselt', 
iu his (Calton^s) dresBing-room oo tJie 
second flooT back. 

“ Tell Mr, Calton I *11 come down 
directly,'* uid Mr. Septimus to tbs 
boy. ”Stop—is Bflr. Calton unwell I” 
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inquired tbifl crxdted walker ot hospi- 
talS} as he put on a bed-fantitvn^ 
looking dreasing-gowti, 

** Not AS I knows ocij sir,** replied the 
boy, ^^Pleaae, air, he looked rather 
rum, as it might be.” 

“Ah, that'a no proof of hia being 
ill,” returned Hieks, uncon aoioualy. 
**Very well : I'll be down directly 
Down etftirs ran the boy with the 
message, and down went the excited 
Htcka himself, almost as soon as the 
message waa delivered. “ Tap, t'lp.” 
** Come iu.”—Door opens, ajid disco¬ 
vers Mr. Gabon sitting in an easy 
choir. Mutual Eliukes of tlie hand 
exchanged, and 1*1 r^ Septimus Hlcts 
motioned to a scat. A short pause. 
Mr. Hicks coughed, and Mr* Culto];]. 
took a pinch of snuff. It was one of 
those inter views where neither party 
knows what to say. Mr* Soptimiis 
Hicks broke Hilenoe* 

“ 1 received a note—” lie said, very 
tremulously, in a voice like a Ihincli 
with a cold. 

“Yes,” I'cturncd die other, “you 
did” 

“ Exactly.” 

“ Yes.” 

Now, although this dialogue muf^t 
have hMn flatisfactory, both gentlemen 
felt there wns something tnnre import- 
ant to be said ; therefore they did as 
most men in euch a situation would 
have done—they looked at the table 
with a determin^ aspect. The conver- 
sation had been opened, however, and 
Mr* Calton had made up his mind to 
continue it, with a regular double knock* 
He always spoke very pompously. 

“ Hicks,” said he, “ 1 have sent for 
you, in consequence of certain arrange¬ 
ments which are pending in this house, 
connected wdth a mamnge,’'* 

With a mnrinagc V* gasped Hicks, 
compared with whose expressiou of 
countenance, Hauilet^s, when hu sees 
hie fatlier^s ghost, h pleasing and com¬ 
posed. 

''With a marriage,” returned the 
knocker* “ 1 liave sent for you to 
prove the great coufidcDcc 1 con repose 
in you.'^ 

“ And will you betray tne i ” eagerly 


inquired Hicks, who in his alarul hod 
even forgotten to quote. 

“ / betray yoit / Won't ymt betray 
me f” 

“ Never : no one shall know, to my 
dying day, that you had a hand in the 
buisineea”responded tlia agitated Hicks, 
with ail inflamed countenance, and his 
hair standing on end as if be were on 
the stool of an electrifying machine in 
full operatiDii* 

“ People must know that, some time 
or other—within a year, 1 imagine,” 
said Mr. Calton, with ati atr of great 
self-complacency. *^We map have a 
, family.” 

“iPi/ — That won't affect yoi^ 
surely ? ” 

" The devil it won^t!” 

“ No ! how can it Raid the bewil¬ 
dered Hick:^. Calton was too much 
in wrapped in tlie contemplation of his 
liappiiiess to see the equivoque he- 
tween Hicks and Iniiisclf \ and threw 
himself back in his chair. '* Oli, Ma¬ 
tilda!sight'd tlic Aiitii]iie bcnti, in & 
lack-u-daisical vriiec, and applying liis 
light hand a little tu the Idt of the 
fourth button of hiss waistcoat, counting 
from the bottom. “ Oh, Maltida !" 

“ What Matilda 1 ” inquired Hicks, 
starting up* 

“ Matilda Maplcflone,*’ responded 
tlic other, doing the saute* 

“ 1 marry her to-morrow morning,” 
said Hicks. 

“ It's false," rejoined his compamoo; 
" 1 njarry her !'' 

“ Yoil marry her ! ” 

“ 1 maiTy her ! ” 

** You marry Ma-Ilda Maplesonc 1" 
“ Matilda Majilewmc.” 

“ jViijj Maple suite marry ifoa 
“Miss Maplesouc 1 Nu: Mrs* 
Maplcsone,^* 

Good Heaven 1*^ ?aid Hicks, falling 
into his diairi “ You iiuirry the 
mother, and 1 tite daughter [” 

“ Mo -t cxlranrdinaryqireiimstanpel” 
replied Mr. Calton, ‘*aud rather ineou- 
vcnieiti too; for the fact that 
owing to Matilda's wifaliing to keep her 
intention fictiet from her daughters 
until the ccrcnmn} had taken ]dac«, 
site doesn't like api^ying to any of her 
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fricnJa to gwo her *wa.y. I entertain 
an objectirm to nuikiiig Uie affair 
known to ray aequainUiico juet nowj 
and the con sequence that I tent to 
yoUjto know whether yoii^d qLiigo me 
by acting as father.’^ 

" 1 sLifJuM have been most happy, 1 
assure said Hiektij in a. tone of 

ooiidoleiice; “ but, you eee, 1 shall bo 
acting Ofl bride^Toom.^ Oji& character 
la frequently a coiiBequonce of tJie 
otlier; but it ia not iisiml to act tit 
botli at tlie tame time. There 
SitD|> 9 on—I have no doubt he *JL do it 
for you,"* 

1 don't like to ask him/’ replied 
Calton ; ‘^he^ssuch a donkey.” 

Mr. Septlmua Hicks looked up at 
the ceiliiigp and down at the floor; at 
hvst art idea struck iiim. Let tho man 
of the liouBO, Tibbs, be the father/’ lie 
SLiggustud ; and then he quoted^ n$ 
peculiarly applicable to Tibbs and the 
pail'— 

" Oh Pewen cf Ilenwti ] nliatdarke^eimc'ttft 
sIju lli6r»‘’ 

'Ti*—'in her/otJier'l - fltfiditpon iJie poir." 

“ The idea haja struck me already,” 
said Mr. Caltoii: hut, you tee, 

Matilda, for what i^eason 1 know not, 
is very snxiotis lU:it Mrs.Tibbs should 
know notlijiig about it,till it’s all over. 
It’s a natural delicacy, after all,you 
know*” 

lie 'g the bcet-naturdd little uiau 
in eKisteucCi if you uiauage him pro¬ 
perly/* said Mr. Septimus Hicks. 
^ Tell him nut to tiientioii it to his 
wile, and ossui'o him she won’t mind 
it, and he’ll do it diicctly. My mar¬ 
riage is to be a secret oiie,*ou account 
of tlie motlicr nini my fathers 
fore he must he enjfiuieJ to secrecy*” 
A amall double knock, like a pro- 
snm[ituoug single one, was that instant 
heal'd at the sttcct-door It was 
Tibbs» ; it could be no one else ; for no 
one e1$e occupied five minulcs m rub¬ 
bing liis sliQcs* He liad been out to pay 
tile baker’s bill, 

“Mr. Tibbs,” called Mr. Caltjn in 
a very blaud totio,, looking over the 
banisters. * 

*^Sirr' replied he of the dirty 
face* 

No. 184, 


^ Will you have the kinduesetostep 
up btaim for a uioiDeut ?" 

“ Certainly, sir/' said Tibbs, de* 
lighted to be taken notico of* Tiio 
bedroom-door was carefully closed, and 
Tibbs, liaving put hia hat on the door 
(as most timid men do,) and been 
accommodated witii a ecat, looked as 
astounded tis If he were suddenly sum- 
nioned before tlie faiuliiara of Uie 
inquieition* 

“A rather unpleasiant occurrence, 
Mr. Tibbs,” said Caltou, in a very 
portentous manner, ** obliges me to 
consult you, and to beg you will not 
communicate what I oju about to say, to 
your wife.” 

Tibbs acquiesced, wondenrg in hia 
own mind wliat tho deuce tlie other 
could lisve done, and imagining that at 
least he must have brokeu the beet 
decanters* 

Mr. Caltou resumed; "I am placed, 
^Ir. Tibbs, in rather an uupieasaut 
situation.” 

Tibbs looked at Mr. Septimus Hieke, 
a $ if he tliougUt Mr. H.’s beiug in tite 
immediate vicinity of hia fellow-boarder 
might constitute tlie uupleujaaiitiicss of 
his situation; but as he did not 
qvfictly know what to say, he merely 
ejaculated the nioaosyliable “ Lor I ” 

“ Now," coutimied the knocker, 

let me beg you will exhibit no mani¬ 
festations of aui'prise, winch may be 
overheard by tiic doiue&tics, when 1 
tell you—command your feelings of 
asbiuishmejib—tijat two inmates of 
this house lutenil to be married to- 
luorrow morjiijig*" And he drew 
back his chair,several feet, to perceive 
the cITect of tlie UDigokedi-for an* 
noun cement* 

If Tibbs had rushed from the room, 
filuggered down stairs, aud fainted in 
tile pitasage—if he had iustautaneously 
jumped out of the window into the 
mcive behind the house, in an agony of 
aurpi^se^—his behaviour w'outd have 
booii much Less inexplicable to Mr* 
Calton that] it was, wlien he put hia 
bands into his incKprcssible-poi'kets, 
and said with a haJif-chuckle, “Juetso,” 
You ore not surprised, Mr. 
Tibbs t” inquired Mr. Caltou* 
t 12 
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« you, no, eirj” returned Tibbs} 

after all, it ^9 very natural. When 
two youug people get together, you 
know' - 

“ Certainly, certainly," eaid Caltcin, 
with an indeecribable air of aelf- 
aatu»faction^ 

it You don't think it'e at all an out- 
of-the-way affair then I** asked Mr» 
Septimufl Hieka, who had watched the 
countenance of Tibbis in umte asto- 
nisliment 

replied Tibbs; “1 was 
juat the same at hia age.^* He aetually 
smiled when lie said this. 

** How deviliah well I tpvet carry 
iny years I " tliought the delighted 
old beau, knowing ho was at least 
teu years older than Tibba at that 
n lament. 

** Well, then, to come to tiie point 
ftt once,” he continued, I have to aak 
you whether you will object to act as , 
father on the occasion ? ” 

^ Certainly not," replied Tibbs ; 
at]]] without evincing an atom of 
Sgrprise, 

You will not 1 ** 

** Decidedly net,” reiterated Tibbs, 
still as calm os a pot of porter with 
the head off. 

Mr. Caiton seized tlic hand of the 
petticoat-govemcd little man, and 
vowed eternal fnendship from that 
hour. Hicks, who w&a ail admiration 
and surprise, did the same. 

*' Now coiifeaB,’^ asked Mr. Calton 
of Tibbfl, AS iie picked up his 
hat, “ were you not a little sur- 
prieed 1" 

I b'lieve you I” replied that iilus- 
trious person, holding up one hand ; 
^ I b'lieve you! When I first howd 

i 

So sudden/* eaid Septimus HicksL 

“ So Atrange to aak you know,** 
said Tibi)?. 

** So odd aj toother 1” said the super¬ 
annuated lovomaker ; and then aU 
three laughed. 

“ 1 Bay/' Raid Tibbs, shutting the 
door which he had previounly opcnodi, 
and giving full vent to a hitherto 
corked-up gigglei “'^Imt bothers me 
is, wbat mil hie father say f ** 


I Mr. Septimua llicka looted at Mr. 
Calton, 

Yes ; but the be&t of it ia,'" said 
tho latter, giggling in liLs turn, “ 1 
haven't got a father—be 1 he ! lie 1 ” 

** You havei/t got a father. No ; 
but hf ha-^" sajd Tibba. 

'* Who lias 1 iui^uired Septimus 
Hickfl, 

^ Why ” 

Him, who 1 Do you know my 
secret \ Da you mean me T** 

“ You J No ; you know who I 
mean/' returned Tibbs with a knowing 
wink. 

™ For Heaven^s cake whom do you 
mean T' inquired Mr. Calton, who, 
like Septimus Hicks, was all but out 
of his senses at the strange con fusion. 

** Why Mr. Simpson, of course/- 
replied Tibbs ; who clw could I 
mean I ” 

I see It all/' J the Byrenn-quoter; 

Simpson marries Julia MapJegong 
to-morrow moiniug 1 ” 

Undoubtedly,” replied Tibbs, 
thoroughly eatiafied, ** of course he 
does.” 

It would require the pencil of 
Hugsrth to illus^atc—our feehlo pen 
is inadequate tu deacribe—tlie expres¬ 
sion which the countenances of Mr. 


Calton and Mr. Septimus Hicks re¬ 
spectively assumed, at this unexpected 
onuouncemctlt. Equally impossible is 
it to describe, ahhoutfh perhaps it is 
easier for our lady roadera to imagine, 
what arts the three ladies could hare 


used, BO cDinpletely to entangle tluir 
separate partuei's. Whatever they 
were, howfever, tlmy were successful. 
The mother was perfectly aware of the 
intended marriage of both daughters; 
and the young ladies were equally 
acquainted with the intention of their 
estimable pwont. They agreed, how¬ 
ever, that it would have amuck better 
appearance if each feigned ignorance 
of die other’s eugagement; and it waa 
equally desirable that all the marriages 
ehoul^ take place an the same day, to 
prevent the di boo very of one clandes¬ 
tine alliance, uperittLng prejudicially 
on the others. Hence, the mj'fltifica- 
tion of Mr. Calton and Mr. Septimus 
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llJckfl, and th* ppc-engagemetit of the 
unwary Tibbs. 

On tlie folloivin^ morning, Mr, Sep- 
tiniue Hick^ waa uaibtd to Mlbo 
M atilda MapleflOiie. Mr, Simpaon 
also entered into a “ holy alJianoe*' with 
Miss Julia: Tibba acting aa father^ 
^^lii$firi4t appearance in that cliar&c- 
ter,” Mr, CaJton, not boiug quite so 
eager ns the two young men, was 
rather struck by the double diacDvery; 
and as he Ivad Jonud some dilHctilty m 
getting any one to give the lady away, 
it occurred to liim that the beat mode of 
obviating the luconvenience would be 
not to take her nE all. The lady, how- 
over, “ appealed/* as her coun&eJ said 
on the trial nf the cause, Maphsone v, 

CdltoKf for a breach of promisej “ witli 

A hr^iken heart, to the irntraged laws 
of her eguiitry." She reCovetTed da¬ 
mages to tlie amount of which 

the utihirtunato knocker w'as com¬ 
pelled to pny. Mr. Septimus Hicks 
having walked the hospibUs, took it 
into his lioail to walk off altogether. 
His injured wile is at present residing 
w'lih lier lu other at Boulogne, Mr, 
SiinpSfui, having tlie misfoptune to lose 
his ivife sis weeks after tnartiagO {by 
her eloping with an ufficor during his 
temporary sojourn in tlie Fleet 
Prifion, in consequence of his inability 
to discLiarge lier little mantua-maker^a 
bill), and being disinlicintcd by Jiis 
father, who died soon afterwards, was 
tortumte enough to obtain a pcrnia- , 
nent engage men t at a fashionable hair- 
cutter's j hairdressing being a science 


to which he had frequently directed 
hia attention. In this situation he 
had necessarily many opportunities of 
making himself acquainted with the 
j habits, and style of thinking, of the 
exclusive portion of the nobility of 
this kingdom. To this fortunate cir¬ 
cumstance are we indebted for the 
. production of those bnlliant efforts of 
genius, his fashionable novols^ which 
BO long as good taste, iiti sullied by ex¬ 
aggeration, cant, and quaekety, con^ 
tinues to exist, cannot fail to instruct 
and amuse the thinking portion of the 
community. 

It only remains to add, that thia 
compUcation of disorders completely 
deprived poor Mrs. Tibbs of all her 
in mates, except the one whom she could 
have best spared—her husband. TJiat 
wreieiied UtUe niau returned home, on 
tile day of the weddiug, in a state of 
partial intoxication ; and. under the 
inhuencD of wine, excitement, and 
despair, actually dared to brave the 
anger of his wife. Since tliat ilL-fatcd 
hour he b^ constantly taken hia 
meals in the kitchen, to which apart¬ 
ment, it is understood, his witticisms 
will be in future eonhued t a tum-up 
bedstead having been conveyed there 
by Mrs. Tjbb*& order for his exclusive 
sccommodation. It is possible that 
he w'iU be ciialiled to huish, in that 
seclusion, his story of the volunteers. 

TJic adrcrtiseiiicnt has again ap¬ 
peared in the morniiag papers. Results 
must be reserved for another chapter. 


CHAPTER T7TE SECO^fD* 


“ WxLL ! ** Raid little Mrs. Tibbs to 
herself, as she sat in the front parlour 
of tlie Coram-street mansion ouiyiioni- 
itig, mending a piece of stair-carpet 
off the first 1 abiding :—** Things have 
not turned out so badly, either, and 
if 1 only get a favourable answer 


to the advertisement, we shall be full 
again/* 

Mrs. Tibbs resumed her occupation 
of making worsted lattice-work In the 
carpet, anxiously listening to tlie two¬ 
penny postman, who was hatmnering 
bis way down the street, at the rate of 

:i 2 


180 


SKETCHES BY BOZ. 


ft penfiy ft knocks The house was jia 
quiet as possible^ 1'^bere wsa only 
one lowEeoiiii to be —U tite 
utihAppy Tibba cleaning tlie gen tic- 
menboots iu the back kitcbeo, and 
accompanyhig liimself with a buzzing 
noiee, in wretched mockery of buni- 
min^ ft tune. 

The pof^tman drew near the house. 
Ho paused—Ml did Mi'i. Tibbs. A 
knock—ft bustle—a letter—post-pnid. 

“ T. 1 ju-esaents cornpi. to I. T. and 
T, L begs To pay that t ac* tlie adver¬ 
tisement And she will Do Herself the 
pleasure of catling On you at 13 o^dock 
to-znorrow morning. 

* T. 1 as To apologise to I* T, for 
(he shorinesa Of the notice But i hope 
it will not iiuconveiiieiice you. 

** I remain yours Truly 

“ Wednetday evening ” 
UttJe Mrs. Tibbs perused the docu- 
mciit, over and over again ; and the j 
more eIio read it, tho more wm ehej 
confused by the mixture of the first i 
and third periyuii ; the substituEion of | 
tliti “ I ” J or the ** T\ I and thetran- 
sition from the ** 1. T.'^ to the “ you." 
The Writing looked like a skein of 
tlirvad ill a tanglej, and tlie note was 
impetuously folded into a perfect 
square, \iith the direction squeezed 
up into the rigUl^hund corner, as if it 
wtTO asliatued ol itsolh The back of 
the epistle wan pleasingly ornnmented 
with a large waler, wliicJi, witti 
ititt additiijii of divciTi ijik-stains, hoi'o 
a marvellous [vseniblance to a black 
beetle triiddcn upon. One thing, how- 
evLTj Was purleetly clear to the per- ! 
pJexcd Ml'S, Tibbs. Somebody was 
to call At twelve. The dnL’wing-i’Oom 
was fcirLbwuii dusted for Uie third 
lime that inoniiiiig j three or four 
chairs were pidltfl nut ol their places, 
and a cori'ei'pnnditig number of bc^oks 
carefully uphtct, hi f>i'dei' iJiat diei'e 
miglit be a. due absence of fomiahty, 
Down went the piece of stOriiNcarpet 
before noticed, aud up ran Mrs. Tibbs 
to tiiakc iH^rsfll lady/' 

The cluck of New Stunt Pancrrti 
Church struck twelve, and the Found¬ 
ling, with laudable jH^liteness, did ihe 
■ante ten minutca Afterwards. Saint 


L Bomething else struck the quarter,and 
then tJiere arrived a smglu lady with 
A double knoekp in a pelisae the colour 
of the inEerior of a dnmaon pie ; a 
bonnet of the same, with a regular 
cunservAtory of artificial flowers; a 
wliite veil, and a gi'ccn parasol, with 
i a cobweb border. 

The visitor (who was very fat and 
red-faced) was shown into the draw¬ 
ing-room J Ml'S. Tibbs presented her¬ 
self, and the negotiation commenced. 

“ I called ill consequence of an 
advertisement,*' eaid the atrangcr, in 
' a voice as if ahe had been playing a 
I set of Pan's pipes lor a fortnight 
without leaving off. 

" Vcfl ! said Ml'S. Tibbs, rubbing 

her hands very slowly, and looking 
the applicaut full in the face—two 
tilings blie aiwitya did on such 
Dcca.’iions, 

“ Money isn't noohject whotever to 
me," said live lady,** a'l much as living 
ill a state of retimnentHiidobtrusiuii." 

Mrs, Tibba, as a matter of course, 
Acquiesced in iiUch an exceedingly 
natural desire. 

**l am cunatantly attended by a 
medica] man,” resumed ttie pcliasc 
wearer ; “ I [iave been a shoekiug uiii- 
tarhin for some tunc—I, indeed, have 
had very little peace tauce tlie deatli 
of Mr. Blosa.” 

iMi's. Tibbfl looked At the relict of 
tlie departed Bloss, and thought ho 
must have had very little peace in liis 
time. Of course she could not say ao^ 
fio the looked very eynipathimng. 

**1 sJiaJl boa good deal of t*’outaIe 
to you,” said Mia. Illoss j ** but, for 
that trouble ! am willing to pay, I 
am going through a course of treafc- 
iflent which retiders attention nece^ 
sary. 1 have one miiUton chop in bed 
iLt half-past eight, and another at ten, 
every mom in g," 

Mi'Sh Tibbs, Aa in duty botnid, 
Gxprei-aed ihe pity slie felt for any 
body placed in stieh a distressing situa¬ 
tion ; -iiid the ftimivorous Mre. Bloss 
prornicied to arrange the vaiiuua pre- 
lirriijinriiCH with, wonderful despatcli. 
** Now mind,” said that lady, after 
terms were Arranged ; ** £ am to have 



THE BOATtDUfG-nOTJaE. 


tSie B^^cond-floDr froat, for my be^d- 
room I" 

“ Yea» ma'Amn" 

And you Ml find room for my littio 
bcrvant Af^ne*' ? ” 

Oil I (.‘crtainly.*^ 

“ And i cun have one of the eellaTS 
ill the area for niy hotUed iiorter.” 

‘■With the greatest [de^ipiire ;— 
ilameK ahail get it ready for you by 
Saturday/* 

And I MI jom the company at the 
break fast-table on Sunday morning/* 
said Mriip BIu$Bw ** £ sliall get up on 
purpose." 

“ Very well/* returned Mra. Tabbi, 
ill her most amiable tone i for aatis- 
f:w?tory references Jiad **beeii given 
and reqairtidj” and it vi^as quite cer- 
tain that the new eamer had plenty of 
money. ^'Tt’s rather singular/" coii- 
titiued Mrs. Tibijs, w'ith what 
meant for a imist bewitching emile, 
** tliat fl'c Imve a gentleman now with 
\i»t is in a very delicate state of 
health — a Mr. Gobler.— llis apart¬ 
ment IS Uie back drawing-room," 

** The next roomi*' inquii-ed Mra. 
Bloss 

“The next room/*^ repeated the 
hostess, 

** How ^ery promiscuous ! ** ejacu¬ 
lated the widow. 

“He liardly ever gets up,” said 
Mrs. Tibbs in a whii^per. 

“ Lor ! ” cried Mrs. Bloss^ in an 
equally low tone, 

“ And when he ia up,** said 
Tibbs, kk never con persuade him 
to go to bed again ** 

** Dear me!** said the astonished 
Mrs. BIoaa, drawing her chair ncarei’ 
Mrs, Tibba^ “ What is hi3 complaint t" 

"Why, the fact is," replied Mrs. 
Tibbs, witii a most eoTunmnicative 
air, " he haa no Rtomajch whatever.” 

"No what?" inquired Mi'S. Blose, 
with a look of the moat iaicseribable 
alarm. 

“ No BtomAcli/* repeated Mrs. Tibbs, 
with a shake of the head. 

" Lord bless ua ! what aK extra¬ 
ordinary ca»e! ’’ gasped Mrs- Blosa, 
as if she understood the cDunnurncB^ 
tion in ita litefal BeoBS, and waa asto¬ 


IBl 

nished at a genflemati without a 
stomach finding it necessary to board 
anywhere. 

" When 1 say he hns no Btomach/’' 
explained the chatty lUtle Mrs. Tibhs, 

" I mean that his digestion is so much 
impaired, and his mteriov bo di^ratiged, 
that his stomach is not of the least 
use to him j—in fact, it's au iiicon- 
Tcnience.** 

" Never heard fucJi a case in my 
life ! ** exclaimed Mrs. Blosa. " Why, 
lie worse than I am/* 

** Oh, ycft 1" replied Mrs. Tilibs ;— 
"certainly.” She siiid this with great * 
Gonfidenee, for the damson pelisse sug¬ 
gested that Mrs. Blosn, at all cvent;tii, 
was not BufTering uuder Mr. Gobler’s 
complaint. 

“ You have quite incited my curio- 
Eity/* said Mrs, Bh^p as she roue to 
depart. " How 1 Jfmg to see him ! *' 

“ He gciieraljy comes down, once a 
week/* replied Mrs Tibl>s ; " 1 dare 
say you *Jl see him on Sunday."' With 
tins eoiiflolatory pt’orniiM! Mrs. Bloaa 
was obliged tu be coiiteiUtid. She 
accordingly walked slowly down the 
stairs, detailmg her* coiiipkunts all the 
way ; and Mi's. Tibbs followed her, 
uttering an exclamatiun of compoaeioti 
at every step. James (who looked 
very gritty, for lie wm eleanuag the 
knives) fell up the kitchen-stuiia, and 
opened the Etreet-door; and, after 
mutual farewella. Mrs. Blose slowly 
departed, down the shady aide of the 
street. 

It is almnnt HuperfluCma to say, that 
the lady whom wc have just shown 
out at the street*door (atid whom the 
two female servants are now inspect¬ 
ing ironi ihe eccoml-HiKir windows) 
waa exceedingly vulgar, igiierant, and 
selhsh. Her decena^ better-half had 
been an eminent cork-cutter, in which 
capacity ho had amaased a decent 
fortune. He had no relative but his 
nephew, and no friend but Ilia cook^ 
The former had the jiisoLeiice one 
morning to ask. for the loon of fifteen 
pounds *1 and, by way of retahation, he 
married the latter next day ; he made 
a will immediately afterwards, con* 
taming a buret of honest iudiguatloa 
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hU nephev {who Bupported 
liimstilf and two eisters on I00£, a 
and a bequest of hia whole pro¬ 
perty to hifl wife. He felt ill ^ter 
breakfast, and died after dinner, 
There is a mantelpiece-looking tablet 
in a civic parish church, setting forth 
Ills virtues, and deploHng hia loss. 
He never dishonoured a bill^ or gave 
away a halfpenny, 

The relict and sole executrix of this 
noble-minded man was an odd mixture 
of shrewdness and simplicity, liberality 
and meanueas. Bred up as ehe liad 
been, she knew no mode of living so 
agreeable as a boarding-houBO \ and 
having nothing to do, and nothing to 
wish for, she naturally iJimgined she 
must be very ill^—an impression which 
was meet a^iduously promoted by her 
medical attendaui, Dr, Wosky, and 
her handmaid Agnes: both of whc;»ni, 
doubtleaa for good reasons, encou-^ 
raged all her extravagant notions* 
Since the catastrophe recorded in 
the last chapter, Mrs. Tibba had been 
very shy of young-lady boarders^ 
Her present inmates were all lords of 
the creation, and €he availed herself 
of the opportunity of their assemblage 
at the dinner-table, Co announce the 
expected arrival of Mrs, Bloes* The 
gentlemen received the communica¬ 
tion with stoical Indifference,and Mrs, 
I'ibba devoted all her energies to 
prepare for the reception of valc^ 
tudlnarlEiu. The eecond-ffoor front 
was scrubbed, and waslied, and flaa^ 
nelled, till the wet went through to 
the drawing room ceiling. Clean 
while oouaterpsnea, and curtaint, and 
napkins, water-bottles as clear aa 
crystal, blue jugs, sjid mahogany fur¬ 
niture, added to tlie splendour, and 
iuereased the comfort, of the apart- 
meuL Tho warming-paji was in cou- 
atant requisition, and a fire lighted in 
the room every day. The cliattels of 
Mra Bloss were rarwarded by instal¬ 
ments. First, there came a largo 
hamper of GuinneBS^H stout, and an 
umbrella ; then, a train of trunks ; 
tlien, a pair of dogs sad a bandbox ; 
then, an easy chair wjtli an air-cushion ; 
then, a vaiiety of euapicious-Loo king 


packages; and —^ though last not 
least”—Mrs. Bloss and A^es : the 
latter in a cherry-coloared merino 
dress. Open-work stockings, and shoes 
with sandab : like a disguised Colum¬ 
bine. 

The iastallation of tlie Duke of 
Wdlington, as Chancellor of tlic Uui* 
versity of Oxford, was nothing, in 
point of bustle ivnA turmoil, to the 
inatollation of Mrs. Bloss iu her new 
quarters. True, there was no bright 
doctor of civil law to deliver ackBsi- 
col address on the occasion ; but there 
were several other old women pre¬ 
sent, who spoke quite as much to tlio 
purpose, and understood tliemselvca 
equally well. The chop-eater was so 
fatigued with the process of removal 
that she declined leavitig her room 
until the following morning; so a 
mutton-chop, pickle, a pill, a pint 
bottle of sloutj and! other meJicinea, 
were carried up stairs for her con- 
aumption. 

** Why, what (Jo you think, mai’aml’* 
inquired tl^e inquisitive Agnes of her 
mistress, after ttiey had been in the 
house some three hours ; “ w hat du 
you think, ma'am T the lady of tlic 
house is married.” 

“ Married ! ” said Mrs, Bloas, taking 
the pill and a draught of Ouinnesa^ 
“ married ! Unpnssiljle ! ” 

“She is indeed, returned 

the Columbine^ “ aiid her Imsband, 
ma'am, Jive*—he—lie—he—lives in 
the kitchen, ma'am.” 

** In the kitchen ! ** 

“ Yes, ma’am : and he—he—he*— 
tJic housemaid says, he n ever goes intu 
the parlour except on Suudaya; uid 
that Mrs. Tihba nukkcfl liim clean tlie 
gentlemen's boots ; and that he deans 
the windows, too, sometimes; and 
tliat one morning early, when he was 
in the front haJcojiy cleaning the 
drawing-room windows^ he call^ out 
to a gentleman on llie opposite sido uf 
the way, who used to live here—^ Ah 1 
Mr. Cal ton, bit, how are you t * ” Here 
tbs attdhdant Laughed till Mre, Bloss 
was in serious apprehension of her 
chuckling henslf into a hi. 

Well, 1 never I said Mrs. Blooa* 
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VcA. And the ser- 

vfmts gives him gin-and-water Bome- 
ttmes; nad thea he crie^, and ea^e be 
hatea Ilia wife and the buardera, and 
wants to tackle tiiem 
^Tickle tlie boarclete !” exclaimed 
Mrs. Dices, seriously alarmed. 

ma^aiDf not the boa]^ders^ the 
ficrvatits.’* 

** Oh^ is that all J said Mrs. BIohb^ 
r|uite satisfied. 

^ He wanted to kiss me as I came 
up tJie kitchen-stairs^ just now/* said 
AgneSj indignantly j *' bat 1 gave it 
Jiitn—a little wretcli 1 '* 

This intelligence was but too true. 
A long course of snubbing and neglect j. 
lias dnys spent in tlie kitchen, and his 
nights in tJie turn-up bedstead^ had 
completely broken the little spirit Hint 
the unfortunate voltiiiteer had ever 
possessed. He had no one to whom 
lie conld detail his injuries but the 
servants, and they were almost of 
necessity his clioscii confidants. It ig 
no less strange than true, however, 
that the little weahiiesaes which he 
had incurred, roost probably during 
Ilia tniUtary career, seemed to increase 
ns bis comforts diminished. He waa 
actually & sort of journeyman Giovanni 
of the basement story* 

The next morning, being Sunday, 
breakfast was laid in tlie front parlour 
at ten o’clock. Niue was the u^ual 
time, but the family always breakfasted 
an hour later on sabbath. Tibbs 
enrobed himself in his Sunday cos¬ 
tume—a black coat, and exceed]tigly 
Eibort, tliin truuaers ; wlliii a very large 
white ual^teoat, white stockings and 
emvat, and DIucher boots—and 
mounted to tJie parlour aforesaid. 
Nobody had come down, and he 
amused liimsdf by drinking the con¬ 
tents of tJie mllkpot with a teaspoon, 

A pair of slippers wore heard de¬ 
scending the stairs. Tibbs hew to a 
chair j and a stemdooking tnau, of 
about fifty, with very little hair on his 
head, and a Sunday paper in Lisjiaud, 
entered the room. 

Good morning, Mr* Evenaon,’* 
said Tibbs, very Jiurobly, with some¬ 
thing between a nod and bow* 


“ How do youj Mr* Tibbs!" replied 
he of the slippers^ as he Eiat himself 
down, and began to read hia paper 
without saying another word, 

** la Mr. WiBbotUe in town to-day, 
do you know, sir T ” inquired Tibbe, 
just for the sake of saying something. 

should think he wtn*^ replied 
the stem gentleman. ** He was whiat^ 
liug * The Light Guitar,* in the next 
room to mino^ at five o*clock tbia 
morning/' 

He *a very fond of whistlJug/* 
said Tibbs, wkh a alight smirk. 

** Yes—1 ain’t,** was tlie laconic 
reply* 

Mr. John EvctiBon was in the receipt 
of au independent income, arisiug 
chiefly brom various houses he owned 
iu the different suburbs. He was very 
morose and discontented. He was a 
thorough radical, and qsed to attend a 
great variety of public meetings, for 
Hie expi'CEft purpoee of fiiidiug fault 
with everything that was proposed. 
Mr* Wisbottlc, on the other hand, 
was a high Tory. He was a clerk in 
Hie Woods and Forests Offioe, which 
ho considered ratlier an aristocratic 
employment; he knew Hie peerage by 
bcart, and could tell you, off-hand, 
where any illustrious persouago lived. 
He had a good set of teeth, and a 
capital tailor, Mr, Eveuson looked 
on all these qualihcations with pro¬ 
found contempt i and the consequence 
was tliat Hie two were always disput¬ 
ing, ronch to the edification of tlie 
rest of tho house. It should be added, 
that, in addiHoii to his partiality lor 
whistling, Mr. Wisbottle had a great 
idea of his singing powers. There 
were two other bourdere, besides the 
genHemau in the hack drawmg-room 
— Mr. Alfred 'lomkina and Mr. Fre¬ 
derick O'Dlcary. Mr, Tomkins was 
a clerk in a wine-house; he wns 
a counalseenr iu paintings, and had 
a wonderful eye for the pictureaquei 
Mr. O'Bleary was an Irishman, 
recently imported ; he was in a per* 
feetly wild state ; and had ceme over 
to England to be an spothecatyj 
a clerk in a government oHice, au 
actor, a reporter, or anything else 
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that up—he wu uot parti cular. 

He was on familiar tenns with two 
Hinall Irislii menibeis, ftnil got franks 
for every body in the house. He felt 
convinced that his iiitriuaic merits 
must procure him a high deetiiiy. 
He wore aliephei'dVplaid ineKpres^ 
si hies, and used to look under all the 
ladies* bonnets as he walked along the 
streets. His nmiiners and appearance 
reminded one of Orson. 

Here comes Mr. Wisbottlej** laid 
Tibbs ; and Mr. WisbotUe forthwith 
appeared in blue slippers, and a $haw] 
dressi ug- gn wn, wh istJ i ng “ Di pia^erJ ’ 
‘*Gotid niortiing, sir,** said Tibbs 
again. It was almost the only thing he 
ever said to anybody* 

“ How are you, Tibbs t ” conde¬ 
scendingly replied the amateur ; and 
lie walked tu the window, and whistled 
louder than ever. 

Pretty air, that! ” said Evenson^ 
with a Riiarl, and without tating hi$ 
eyes off the paper. 

**Glad you like it,*^ replied Wis- 
bottle, highly graiifiCKi. 

UonH you think it would sound 
l>ctter, if 3'ou whiailed it a little 
louder \ ** inquired the mastiff. 

“ No ; I don't think it would/' 
joined the unconscioua Wisbottle. 

t *11 tell you what, Wisbottle/' said 
Evenson, who had been bottling up Jits 
auger for some ltour»—“ tJte next time 
you feel dispoeod to whistle ‘ Tho Light 
Guitar* at five o*c]ock in the morning, 
T ^Jl trouble yon to whistle it with your 
hetwl out o' window. If you don't, 1 *11 
learn the triangle—I will by—" 

Tlie entrance of Mrs. Tibbg (with 
the keys lu a little basket) interrupted 
the threat, and prevented its coii- 
cKision* 

Mra,Tibbs apologised for being down 
rather late ; the bell was rung ; dames 
brought up the urn, and received an 
unlimited ord^er for dry toast and 
bacon. Tibbs sat down at the boLtom 
of die table, and began eating water 
cremies like a Nebuchadnezzar. Mr, 
O'Bleary appeared, and Mr, Alfred 
Tomkins. The compliment? of the 
morning were exchanged, and the tea 
was made. 


“ God blefts me ! '* exclaimed Tom¬ 
kins, who had been looking out at the 
window. “ Here — Wjsbottte — pray 
come here^Tuake haste/* 

Mr. Wisbottle started from the table, 
and every one looked up. 

** Do you see/* said the connoisseur, 
placing Wiflbottle in the right position 
—" a little more this way : tliere—do 
you see how sj>lendld]y die light fall^ 
upon the left side of tliat broken chim¬ 
ney-pot at No. 4H1 

Dear me! J sec/* replied Wia- 
bottle, in a tone of admiration. 

“I never saw an object stand out so 
beautifully agaiiiat the clear sky in my 
life/* ejaculated Alfred, Everybody 
(except John Evonson) echoed the 
eentiment' for Mr, Tomkijis had a 
great character for finding out beauties 
wliich no one else could discover—he 
certainly deseiwed it, 

I have frequently observed a chim¬ 
ney-pot ill Collcge-giecn, Dublin, uhicii 
has a much better effect,'* said the pa¬ 
triotic O’Bleary j who never allowed 
Ireland to be outdonc on any point. 

The assertion was received with 
obvious incredulity, for Mr, Tomkins 
declared that no other chimney-pot iii 
the United Kingdom, broken or un¬ 
broken, could bo so beautiful as die 
one at No, 4G, 

The room-door was ^ddenly thrown 
open, and Agnes appeared leading iii. 
Mi-b. Bless, who Wxifl qrcssed in a gera¬ 
nium-coloured muslin gown, and dli^ 
played a gold v^ateh ofliugedimcnsirm!;; 
a cliain to match; and a splendid assort¬ 
ment of rings, with enormous stcTies. 
A general* rush was made for a clialr, 
and a regular intrudoction took place. 
Mr, John Evenson made a slight in¬ 
clination of the head; Mr. Frederick 
0*B!eary, Mr. Alfred Tom kino, and 
Mr, WlahotEle, bowed like the manda¬ 
rins in a groceFs simp; Tibbs rubbed 
handSi and wetif round in circles- He 
WAS observed to cloxe one eye, and to 
assniue a clock-work sort of expression 
with the other ; this has been Gonei- 
dered as a wink, and it has been re^ 
ported that Agues was its object* 'We 
repel the calunmy, aud challenge con¬ 
tradiction. 



THE BOARDING-HOUSE, 105 


Mrs* Tilibs fnquired after Mrs, 
heiilili 111 a low tone. Mr«. 
Bloee^ with a (npreme coriteinpt for 
the rtieiTiQry of Lindley Murray, aii- 
Hwercd tlic vn^H!U^l<lU.eHtioll^ Jii a iiiofit 
fiat]Hiketory manner ; nud a pnuee en- 
^]iirlti|^ wliieU the eatables diaap- 
pearod with aw!u1 rapidity, 

*‘Ynu must have been very much 
plea.qeil witli the appeavatice of tlie 
ladies to the drawing-roam tlie 

other day, Mr. O'Bleary t" fluid Mrs, 
Tibbfi, Imping to start a topic, 

** Y iTpUed Ordoa, with a mouth¬ 
ful of 

“ Never taw anything: lilfe it before, 
1 sii Pilose } btiginefitcd Wisholtlo. 

** No—CK^iept Uic Lord Lieutenant^fl 
Icvecfl,^’^ replied O’DIeury, 

Are tliey at all equal to our draw- 
ijjj;-roimis ? 

^ Oh, infinitely Buperinr I ** 

“Gudl 1 don't know,” aaid the 
amtocr&tic Wisbottle, *^tVie Dowt^er 
Mareliionesfl of rubliecAsli Wh'^ls mont 
magnifioently i)reseed, and so was the 
Jjkroii SJapperhachcnliauseti.” 

What WAS he presented on 1 *' in¬ 
quired EveofiOTi, 

“On his arrival iu England,” 

“ I thought flo/” growled the radical \ 
^^yOQ never hear of tliefle fellows being 
presented on tlieir going away again. 
They know better tliau iliat,” 

“ U I] less somebody pervades them 
with an apintment,” said Mrfl. Blos«j 
joining in llie coiivei‘saiijm in a faint 
voice. 

« W^oll/’ said Wisbottle, evading the 
point, “ it^S a splendid sigliL'^ 

“ And did it never oci*ur to you,*’ 
inquii'od the radical, i^ho never would 
be qtiiet ; “dul U never occur to you, 
that yi>n pay for these precious oma- 
menta of aeciety f" 

certainly hat OMurred to me,” 
said W'isbettio, who thought thisanawor 
was a poser t ” it cjccurrcd to me, 
aad 1 am willing to pay for Uieun,’' 

** Well, mid it liaa occurred to me 
too/* replied John Evenson, “ and I 
ain’t willing to pay for ’em, Th*feii why 
should 11—1 eay, why should I I” 
continued the politiL-ian, laying down 
the paper, aud knocking his ktmekles 


on the table, “ Tlierc aro two great 
principleHr—dcmai id —' * 

A cup ot tea if you please, deaf,” 
intemifited Tihbs 
‘*Aiid Supple—■” 

** May [ imuble you to hand this tea 
to Mr, TibliHl" said Mia, Tibl>fi,inter- 
rupthig tho argument, and uncon- 
sciouGly illustrating it. 

The thread of the omtor's discourse 
was broken. He drank liis tea and 
rcfluiued the paper* 

Jf it's very fine,” said Mr, Alfred 
Tomkins, sddiy'ssuig (he com[iany in 
general, “1 shall ride down to Rich¬ 
mond to-day, and come back by the 
steamer. There are s^^me splendid 
effects of light and shade on the 
'IhairiEs; the contrast between the 
blueness nf the sky and the yellow 
waiter k frequently exceedingly beau- 
tiluh” Mr. Wisbotile hummed, “ Flow 
oji, thou shining river,** 

We have fiotne splendid steam- 
vessels in Ireland/' said U'Bleary, 
“Certainly,’* Said Mrs. BlosA, de¬ 
lighted to find a subject broached in 
which she could take part 
“ The aocommodAtionfi are exiraor* 
dlnary/* said O'Bleary. 

** Extraordinary indeed/* returned 
Mrs. HhiSB, “ When Mr, Hloas was 
altvtip. he was promiscnotialy obligated 
to go to Ireland on business, I went 
with him, and raly the manner in 
which tlie ladies and gentlemen were 
accinnni^Hlated witli berths, is uot ere- 
ditablc.” 

Tibbs, wlio had been listening to 
the dkdoguej. looked aghast^ and 
evinced a sti'ong inriination to ask a 
question^ but was checked by a look 
from Ills wife, Mr, Wisbottle laughed, 
and said Tomkins had made a pun; 
and Tomkinfi laughed too, and said be 
had Tint, 

The remainder of the meal psased 
off as breakfasts usually do. Ckinver- 
eation flagged, and people played with 
tliclr tcaepnona The gentlemen looked 
out at the window; walked about tlie 
room ; and, when they got near the 
door, dropp^ off one by one* Tihbs 
retired to the back parlour by hia 
wife’s orders, to dicck the green- 
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grocetV weekly ; and ulti¬ 

mately Mrs. Tibbs and Mrs* Blose 
were left abne together* 

Oh dear J" said the latter^ “ I feel 
alarmingly faint' it’s very emguL&r " 
(It certainly wtis, for she had eaten 
four pounda of eolids that morning*) 
By-the^bj^,” said Mrs, BlosSj ^ 1 have 
not seen Mr* What's his name yet*^ 
“Mr, Goblerl” suggested Mtifl. 
Tihh^ 

« Yes*^^ 

“ Oil ! '* said Mrs. Tibba^ “ he is a 
most mysterious person, lie has bis 
meals regularly sent up stairs^ and 
Bometimes don't leave his room for 
weeks together," 

“ I haven'^t seen or heard notlung of 
repeated Mrs. Bloas* 

“1 dare say you 11 hew him to¬ 
night,” replied Mrs, Tibbs ; “ he gene¬ 
rally groans a good deal on Sunday 
evenings.” 

“ 1 never felt such an interest in 
any one in my life,” ejaculated Mrs, 
Bloss. A little double-knock inter¬ 
rupted the conversation ‘ DoctorWosky 
was announced, and duly shown in. 
He was a little man with a red facoi— 
rli>rv>;*,> < of course in black, with a stiff 
wi.kiiLh neckerchief. Ho had a very 
good practice, and plenty of money, 
which he bad amaased by invariably 
IzumouriDg the worst fancies of all the 
females of all the famUies he had ever 
been introduced into. 'Mrs. Tibbs 
offered to retire, but was entreated to 
stay. 

“ Well, tny dear ma'am, and how are 
we V inquired Woaky^ in a soothing 
tone. 

*'Very ill, doctor—very ill,” said 
l^lrs. BIoeSj, In a whisper, 

" Ah 1 we roust take care of our- 
Belves;—wc must, indeed/ said the 
obsequious Woeky, as he felt the pulse 
of hie iateresting patient 
“ How is our appetite I” 

Mrs, BIobs shook her bead, 

** Our friend requires great care,” 
said Woaky, appealing to Mrs. Tibbs, 
who of eourae assented, “ 1 hope, 
however, with the blessing of Provi¬ 
dence, that w^ lihall be enabled to 
make her quits etout agaiu.'^ Mra. 


Tibbs wondered in bet own mind what 
the patient would be when she was 
made quite stout. 

We must take atimulants,” said the 
cunning Woaky—“ plenty of nourish¬ 
ment, and, above all, we must keep 
our nerves quiet i we positively must 
not give way to our sensibilities. W# 
muat take all we can get,” concluded 
the doctor, as he pocketed his fee, “ and 
we mnat keep quiei*” 

“ Dear man exclaimed Mrs. Bloa®, 
as the doctor stepped into his carriage* 

“Charming creature indeed—quite 
a lsdy*s man 1” said 31rs. Tibbs, and 
Doctor Wosky rattled away to make 
fresh guile of delicate females, and 
pocket fresh fees, 

As we had occaaion, in a former 
paper, to describe a dinner at Mrs. 
Tibbs’s j and as one meal went off very 
li ke another on all ordinary occasions; 

will not fatigue our readers by 
entering info any otlicr detailed ac¬ 
count of tlie domestic tcoiiomy of the 
estahliabmont* We will therefore 
proceed to evetits, incrcly premising 
tiiat the mysterious tenant oJ the b^ck 
drawing-room was a Uoty, eelfisli, hy¬ 
pochondriac ; always complaining and 
never ill As his clijo-acter in many 
respects dusely assimilated to tliat of 
Mrs. BIohs, a very warm fi'ieudsLiip 
Boon sprung up between theuL He 
was tall, tliiHj and pale; he always 
fancied he hid a severe pain some*- 
wUereor otlier, and his face in variably 
wore a pinched, screwsd-up expres¬ 
sion \ he looked, indeed. Like a miu 
who hud cot his feet in a tub of ex¬ 
ceedingly hht w'ater, s^inst his will. 

For two or three months after Mngi 
Bloss'fl first appearance in Coram- 
Htreet, John^ Evensou w'as observed to 
become, every day more, sarcastic and 
moi% iJL-uiturcd; and thei'e w^as a de¬ 
gree of addition a 1 importance in bis 
manner, which clearly showed tliat he 
fancied he had discovered sometliiug, 
wJilch be only wanted a proper oppor¬ 
tunity of d ivuiging. He found it at last 

One*ovenLng, the different inmates 
of tlie house were assembled in the 
drawing-room engc^ed in their ordi* 
nary occupationi, * Mr, Gobler and 
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Mrs. BIoss irere sUting at a Email 
card*iab]e near the centre window, 
placing eribbage ; Mr, Wisbgttle was 
deBcribiij^ acmiciivles on tho masio- 
fiLoo), tuming o^er the leav« of a booh 
on the piano^ and hunnning most me¬ 
lodiously; Alfred Tomkins was sitting 
at the round table, with bis elbowa duly 
squared, making a pencil sketch of a 
head considerably larger than his own; 
O’Blcary woe reuing Horace, aud try¬ 
ing to look as if he anderstood it; and 
John Eteti&oii had drawn his chair 
clo&c to Mrs. Tibbs^B work-table, and 
was talking to her very earnestly In a 
low tons. 

“ I can aBBure yog^ Mrg, Tibbs, 
said the radical, laying hie forefiiiger 
on the muslin slie was at work on ; 

I can asanra you, Mra. Tibbs, that 
nothing but the interest I take in your 
welfare would induce me to make 
tliia coniTUunication, J repeat, I fear i 
WiBbottlc is endeavouring to gam the 
affections of that young woman, Agnes, 
and that he is in the habit of meeting 
her 111 the Btore-room on the first floor, 
over the leads. From my bedroom 
i distinctly heard TOices there, last 
night. 1 opened uiy door immediately, 
and crept very Boftly on to the land¬ 
ing ; there 1 saw Mr. Tibbs, who, it 
eeema, had been disturbed also.— 
Bless me, Mrs. Tibbs, you cliange 
colour 

** No, no—it*e nothing,*' returned 
Mra. T. in a hurried manner j «it *b 
omy the heat of the room.^’^ 

“ A flush r’ ejaculated Mrs. Bloss 
from the card-table ; ^ that'j good for 
four.” 

'""If I thought it was Mr. Wisboftle,” 
said Mrs* Tibbs, after a pause, **he 
filioiild leave this house instantly,*' 

^ Go V* said Mrs. HJoss again. 

“ And if I thought, continued the 
hostess with & most threatening air, 
^if 1 thought he was assisted by Mr, 
Tibbs 

** One for his nob I* said Gobler. 

Oh,” said Even son, in a most s^th* 
ing tone—he liked to make miBchief— 

** 1 should hope Mr. Tihbs was not in 
any way implicated. He always ap¬ 
peared to USB very harmleBB.*^ | 


"1 have generally found him so” 
sobbed poor little Mra. Tibbs ; crying 
lika a waterlug-pot. 

“Hush! hush! pray^Mra. Tibb»— 
couaider—we shall beobeerved^—pray^ 
don't !” said John Evenson, fearing 
his whole plan would be interrupted. 
“We will Bet the matter at rest with 
the Utmost care, and I aball be most 
: happy to assist you in doing so.” 

Mrs. Tibbs murmured her thauka. 

“ When you think every one has 
retired to rest to-night,’* said Eveuaon 
very pompously, *Hf you'll meet me 
without & Jigh^ just outside my bed¬ 
room-door, by the staireoso-window, 

* I think we can aacertain who the 
parties really are, and you will after¬ 
wards bo enabled to proceed as yon 
think proper.^* 

Mrs. Tibbs was easily persuaded ; 
her curiosity was excited, her jealousy 
was roused, and the air&ngeiuent was 
fortbwitli made. Sbo resumed her 
! work, and John Evenaon walked up 
I and down the room with bis bauds in 
! hia pockets, looking as if noth lug bad 
I happened. The game of erihhage waa 
over, and conversation began again. 

“ Wellj Mr. O'Bleary,” said the 
humming top, turning iiound on his 
pivot, and facing die company, “ what 
did you think of VauxhalL the other 
night V 

“ Oh, it’s very fair,” replied Orson, 

who had boon eiithusiaatieally delighted 
with the whole exhibit!cm, 

** Never saw anything like that 
Captain Rosa's set-out—eh 

“ No," returned tlie patriot, with his 
usual reservation—“exct^pt in Dublin.” 

^ I B&w the Count do Canky and 
Captain FltzUiompBon iu the Gardena,” 
said Wisbottle ; “ they appeared much 
delighted.” 

** Then it «iuat be beautiful,” snarled 
Evenson. 

“ I think the white boars is par* 
tickerlierly well done,'* BuggOBted Mrs. 
BId^. “ In their shaggy white coats 
they look just like Polar bears—don't 
you think they do, Mr. Evenaon V* 

“ 1 think they look a great deal more 
like omnibus cads on all fours,'* replied 
tho disccDteuted one. 
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“Upon the ivhfllej I should Iiatb 
liked our evening very well,” (^Asp^^d 
Oohler ** ouly 1 caught a def!.per&te cold 
which iiicrenaed my pain dreadfully ! 

I was oUi||^d to have several aliower- 
batlis. before 1 could leave my room.” 

“Capital tliinga thoseahowtr'batlisr 
ejaculated VVjslkittle, 

“ExcelJeutf” flfiul TomkiiJH, 

^ Deliglitlui t” chimed iJi O'Bleary. 
(He had oucc oue, ontalde a 
man’s*) 

“Disgusting macliincs!" rejoiaed 
£vcnsi>ii, who extended his dislike to 
almost every created object, mascu- 
Itne, feminine, or neuter. 

“ Disgutfiiiig, Mr. Evenson I” said 
Gobler, ip a tune of strong indignation. 
—“ Disgusting t Looli at their utility 
—consider how many lives they have 
saved by promoting perspiration." 

“ Promoting pei^piration, indeed,” 
growled John Even Min, stopping short 
in his walk across die Largo squares lu | 
tlie pattern of the carpet—“ 1 was ass 
enough to be persuaded some time ago 
to h&vo one in my bed^room. 'Gad| 1 
was ill it once, and it effectually cured 
me, for the more sight of it threw me 
into a profuse {lerspiratiou for six 
months alterw artlij.” 

A titter followed this announce- 
ment, and before it had subsided Jatnea 
brought up “the tray,” containing 
tlie remains of a leg of lamb whicJi 
had nuide its debai at dinner ; bread ; 
cheese ; an atom of butter in a forest 
of parsley ; one pickled walnut and the 
iLiird of another ; and so forth* Tho 
boy disappcai^d, and returned again 
with anotlier tray^ coiitainiug glasses 
and jugs of hot and erdd water. The 
gentlemen brought in their spirit- 
bottles ; the housemaid placed divers 
plated bedruom candlesticks under tlie 
card-table ] and the servauta retired for 
the night. 

Chairs were drawn round the tabic, 
and the couverbation prooeedod in tiie 
customary manner. Jidiu Evenson, 
who never ate supper, lolled on the 
sofa, and amused liiunself by contra-; 
dieting every body, O'lileary eat as 
much as he could conveniently carry, 
acd Mrs. Tibbs felt a due degt^eo of 


indignation thereat; Mr. Gobler and 
Mrs. bloss conversed most tflbction- 
ately on the subject of jnihtaking and 
other innocent iiniuBcmentii; and Tom¬ 
kins and Wihboltlc “ got into an argu¬ 
ment tliat ie lusay, tJiey Uotll talked 
very loudly and vehemently, each 
Aatteriug himself that he bad gnt some 
ad vantage abou t sometli i ng, ati d i lelt tier 
ol them having moi'c than a very in¬ 
distinct idea of what tliey were talking 
about. An hour or two passed away; 
and the boardetvi and the brues candle¬ 
sticks retired in pairs to their respec¬ 
tive bedrooms. John Evenson pulled 
off his boots, locked his door, and de¬ 
termined to sit lip until Mr. Gobler 
had retired, lie always sat in tlie 
drawing-room an hour after every¬ 
body else had left itj taking medicine, 
and groaniug. 

Great Coram-street waa bushed 
into a state of profound repose : it 
I was nearly two o’clock. A liackney- 
coach now and then rumbled slowly 
by ; and occasionally some stray 
lawyer’s clerk, on hie way home to 
Somers’-town, stiuck his iron heel on 
(the top of the eiml-ccUar with a tioiao 
reaeiubliiig the click of a smoke-jack, 
A low, monotonous, guslnng sound 
Has heard, w^lucli added considerably 
to tl^e ri'inaiittc dreariiieaa of tlie 
scene. It was the water “ coming in’' 
at number eleven, 

“lie must bo asleep by this time,** 
said Jolm Even son to himswlf after 
waiting with exemplary patience for 
nearlj' an hour after Mr, Gobler had 
left the drawiiig-ronin. He listened 
for a few luomeat^ ; the house was 
perfectly quiet ; lie ex languished hia 
ruahbgbt, and opened hia bedroom^ 
door. The staircase was so dark that 
it was imposeible to see anything. 

« S—a—B! whispered tbemiachief- 
makcr, making a noise like tlie drat 
indication a Catherine-wheel g^^ce of 
the prohabJlity of its going off* 

Hush whiHpereil somebody elee, 
“ Is that you, Mra. Tibbs 1 ** 

“"Yee, sir.” 

“ Where I ” 

“ Here ajvd 1|io mi^ty outline of 
Mrs, Tiibbfl appeared at the suirGue- 
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Tvindowj like tJie f^hnAt of Queen Anne exclaimed Mra, Tibba, in 4 paren- 
in the tent eoene in Richard. theein. 

"Thia way, Mre, Tibbs,” whispered The villain !” said tlie indignuit 
tlie delighted bunybody: "give me Mr. Eirens^m. 

your hand—there 1 Wiioever llieae " The first thing to be done,^’ confa"- 
people are, they are in the fitore-ronni' nued the Hiberuian, " is to poison Air, 
now^ far I have been looking down ' Gublnr^a mind/^ 

fi'om my window, and I could see that 1 *' Oh, certainly ; ” returned Agnes^ 
they accidentally upset their condk-| " What *h that ?” irquired EvciisOn 
stick, nnd are now in darkness. You again^ in an agony of curiosity and a 
have no ahoea cn, have you 1 ” wiiifiper. 

"No,** said little Tibbs, who He says she's to mind and poison Mr, 

could hardly speak for trembling* Goblcr,” replied Mrs. Tibbs, aghast 
" Well; I have taken my boots off, at this sacrifice of human life. 

BO we can go down, close to the store-^ " And in regard of Mrs. Tibbs,” 
room-door, and listen over tbe banis- continued O'Hleary. — Mrs- Tibbs 
ters^'^* and down stairs they both elmddered. 

crept, accordingly, every board creak* “Hush!" exclaimed Agnesj in a 
iug like a patent mangle on a Saturday tone of the greatest alarm, ju$t un 
altemoon. Mrs. Tibbs wag on the extreme verge 

“ It Wisbottle and somebody I *11 of a fainting-fit. “ IJush !" 
swear” exclaimed the radical in an " Hush ! ’* exclaimed Evenson, at 
encj^etio wliisper, when they had the same moment to Mrs. Tibbs, 
listened fora fevir moments. “ There *3 somebody coming trjj 

" Hush—pray let*s hear what they BtairB," said Agnes to 0’Bleary, 
say S ” exclaimed Mrs. Tibbs, the " There *s somebody coming d<mn 
grutificAtiun of wliio&c curiosity was etail's,^* whispered Eveuson to Mrs. 
now paramount to every 0 tiler con- Tibbs. 

sideration. ‘^Go info the parlonr, sir,” said 

"All ! if I could but believe yon,” AgncB tn her companion. '* You will 
said a femaLe voice coquettishly, « 1 *d get there, before whoever it is, gets to 
be bound to sctile my mis^sis lor life.*' the top of the kitchen stairs.” 

"What docs she any*'* inquired ** The drawing room, Mrs. Tibbs ! *' 
Mr. Eveiisrin, who was not quits so whispered the astonished Even son to 
well situated as his companion. hia equally astonished companion ; 

"She Bays she*11 settle her missis's and for the drawing-room they both 
life,” replied Mrs. Tibbs. " The made, plainly hearing tlie rushing of 
wretch ! they *re plotting murder.” two porsons, one coming down stairs, 
"I know you want money,” Conti* and one oommgup. 
nned the voice, which belonged to " What can it be ?” exclaimed Mrs. 
Agnes ; "ami if you *d secure ms the Tibbs. " It's like a dream, I w'ouldn*t 
five hundred pound, ] warrant she be found in this situation for the 
Ehouhl take fire gomi ('iiongh.” world ! ” 

" What's that ?" inquired Evonson "Nor 1,” returned Evenson, who 
again. He could just Lear enough to could never bear a joke at his own 
want to hear more. expense. " Hugh ! hero tliey we at 

" I diink she says she 11 set the the door.” 
house on fire,** replied the affrighteil " What fun!'* whispered one of ihe 
Mrs. Tibbs. "But thank God I'm newcomers.—It was Wi^bottlc. 
insured ill the Phceiiix I ” Glorious ! *’ replied Ilia compa- 

"The moment 1 liave secured your nion, m an equally low tonc.—This 
miatresfi, my dear,” said a maii*a voice was Alfred Tomkma. "Who wanld 
ill a strong Irish brogue, "you may bare thought it ?'* 
depend on havinn the money/* " I fold you so/' said Wisbottle, in 

Bless my houI ^ it *a Mr. O' Bleary 1” a most knowing whisper. " Lord bless 
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yoQj he lias polil her most exttnofdi- 
nuy attention for the last two tnonthsi 
1 saw *ein when I was eitting at the 
piano to-night,'* 

“ Well, do you know I dida^t notice 
itf interrupted Tomkins, 

** Not notice it! " contiTiued Wia- 
bottle. '* Bless you ; I saw him whis¬ 
pering to her, and she crying; and | 
then I 'll swear t hoard him say some¬ 
thing about to-night when we wore all 
in bed.'* 

** Tiiey *re talking of uj / ” exclaimed 
the Agonised Mrs. Tibbs, as the pain¬ 
ful suspicion, and a sense of their 
situation, flashed upon her mind, 

know it—I know it,’* replied 
Erensotj, with a melanclioly conscions- 
iiesa that there wag no mode of escape, 

“ Wltat'a to bo done t wo cannot 
both stop here 1" ejaculated Mrs, 
Tibbs, in a state of partial deranges 
meat, 

f *11 get up the cliimuey/* replied 
Fivensoj], who really meant w'hat he 
said. 

*You can’t,*’ said Mrs. Tibbs, in 
despair. "You can't—it *s a register 
stove,” 

“ Hush I repeated John Eveasoti. 

‘‘ Jlu&h^—hubli!" cried somebody 
down Atairs, 

What a d—d hushing!" said 
Alfred -romkins, who begau to get 
rather bewildered. 

There they are ! ” exclaimed the 
sapient WisbottLe, as a rustling noise 
was heard in the storeroom. 

“ Hark * ’* whispered both the young 
men. 

“ Hark ! '* repeated Mrs. Tibbs and 
Evenson, 

** Let me alone, sir,” said a female 
TolcG in the storeroom. 

“ Oh, tlagues 1” cried another voice, 
which clearly belonged to Tibbs, for 
nobody else ever owned one like it, 

« Oh, Hagnes—lovely creature 1 ** 

“ Be quiet, air ! ” (A bounce.) 

» Hag—” 

“Be quTct, sir—I am ashamed of 
you* Think of your wife, Mr, Tibba 
Be quiet, sir ! ** 

“ily wife!” exclaimed the valo¬ 
rous Tibbs, who was clearly ander the 


Enfluence of gin-and-water, and a mis¬ 
placed attachment; “ I ate her t Oh, 
Hagties ! when 1 was iu tlie volunteer 
corps, in eighteen hundred and—'’ 

“ 1 decl^ I ’ll scream. Be quiet, 
eir, will you ! ” (Another bounce aud 
a scuiBe.) 

“ What *6 that I ** exclaimed Tibbs, 
with a start 

Wbat*s whatl ” said Agnes, stop¬ 
ping short. 

« Why, that 1" 

“ Ah ! you have done it nicely now, 
sir," sobbed the frightened Agnea, as 
a tapping was heard at Mrs, Tibbs* 
bedroom-door, which would have 
beaten any dozen woodpeckers IiqIIdw, 

“ Mrs. Tibbs! Mrs. Tibbs ! ” caLltd 
out Mrs. Lloss. “ Mrs. Tibbs, pray 
got up.” (Erlero tlie imitation of a 
woodpecker was resumed wdth tenfold 
violence.) 

“ Oh, dear—dear E ” exeloimed the 
wretched partner of the depraved 
Tibba “ She *a knocking at my door. 
We must be discovered ! Wliat will 
they think * ” 

“Mrs. Tibbs! Mrs. Tibbs!'* 
Rcreamed the woodpecker again, 

“ What *8 the matter ! *' shouted 
Gobler, bursting out of the back draw- 
tng-room, like tlie dragon at Astley'g. 

“Oh, Mr. Gobler 1*’ cried Mrs. 
Blosa, witli a proper approximation to 
hystericg; “ i think the house is on 
fire, or else there'a thieves in it. 
I have heard the moat dreadful 
noises 1’* 

“The devil you have!** alvoutcd 
Gobler again, bouncing back into his 
den, Id happy imitfjUOii of the afore- 
Eaid di^gOD, and returning immedi¬ 
ately with a lighted caudle. “ Why, 
what ’a tliifl t Wiabottle ! Tomkins ! 
O’Blgary { Agues ! What the deuce I 
all up and dressed } ” 

“ Astoniahing! ” said Mrs* Bloas, 
who had run down stoits, and taken' 
Mr, Gi.bler's arm. 

“Call Mrs. Tibba directly, some- 
bod said Gobler, tumiug into tlie 
front drawing-room,—“ WbaCl Mrs* 
Tibbs and Mr. Evepson!! ” 

“ Mi* 8. Tibbs athl Mr* Evenaon I ** 
repeated everybody, as that luitbappy 
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pnir were discovered i Mrs* Tibba 
fueated in an am-chair by tho fire- 
pl&ccj and Mr^ Evensnn staDding by 
her side. 

We must leave the eceae that eneued 
to the reador*8 iraaflitiatioii. We 
could tellj how Mre* Tibbs forthwith 
fainted away, and how it requh^ the 
united strength of Mr, Wiebottle and 
Mr, Alfred Tomkins to hold her in 
her chair 7 how Mr. EvetiBon explained^ 
and how his explanation was evidently 
disbelieved; how Agnes repelled the 
accusations of Mrg, Tibbe, by proving 
that she wsa negotiating with Mr* 

Bleary to influeDcc her mistress^a 
afTedtioiia in hie liehalf y and how Mr, 
Gobler tiirew a damp counterpane on 
the hopes of Mr. O*Bleary by avowing 
that he (Gobler) liad already proposed 
to, and been accepted by, Mrs. Bloss \ 
bow Agnes was discharged from that 
lady’ij service; how Mr. O'Bleary 
discharged himself from Mrs, Tjbb^a 
liouscj without going through the form 
of previously disuhargiug his bill ; anti 
how that disappoints young gentle¬ 
man rails against Englandi nnd the 
Euglish, add vows there is no virtue 
nr fine feeling extant, “except m 
Ireland.” We repeat that we eontlicj 
tell all this, but we love to exercise 
our eself-dcnialj and we therefore prefer 
leaving it to be imagined* 

The lady whom we have hitherto 
described as Mre. Bloss, is no more, 
Mrs. Goblur exists : Mrs. Bloss has 
lefi us for ever. In a sociuded retreat 
in Mew'ingtoii Butts, tkr, fir, removed 
Irom the noisy slrifc uf that great 


boardiug-house, the world, the enviable 
Gobler and his pleasing wife revel in 
retirexaent; happy in their complaints, 
their table, and their mediciue; wafted 
through life by the grateful prayers of 
all the purveyors of oniaial food 
within three mitea round. 

Wo would wUlingly stop here, but 
we love a painful duty imposed upon 
UB, which we must discharge, Mr. 
and Mrs* Tibbs have separated by 
mutual consent, Mra. Tibba receiving 
one moiety of 431* 15 j* lOd, which we 
before stated to be the amount of her 
husband's annual income, and Mr* 
Tibbs the other. He is epending tho 
’ evening of his days in retirement; and 
he is spending also, uiuualLy,that suull 
but honourable iudepeudeuce. He 
resides among the original Settlers at 
Walworth i and it bos been stated, on. 
unquestionable authority, that the con 
elusion of the volunteer stocy^ bm been, 
heard in a Email tavern in that respect¬ 
able neighbourhood. 

The unfortunate Mrs. Tibbs has 
determined to dispose of the whole of 
her furniture by public auction, and 
to retire from a reeidenco in which 
she has suffered much, Mr. Robing 
has been applied to, to conduct the 
sale. And the transcendant abilities of 
the literary gentlemen connected with 
his establishment are now devoted to 
the task of drawing up the prelimi¬ 
nary advertisement* It is to contAjn, 
among a variety of brilliaut matter, 
seventy-eight words in lai;"e capitals, 
and six original quotations m inverted 
commas. 
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Mlt MINNS A^iD Uis cousin. 


Mft. Augustus Minss waa a butlidor, 
of about iorty as ho said—of about 
eight-and-forty as hia ftnumda said^ 
Ho was alu'iiiB e^LccreJihgly cloan^ 
precise^ and tidy ; porhaps twnnewliat 
priggtebj Slid tho most roiiring inan lO 
the world, lie u^unJly wore a brown 
frock-coat witliout a wriukle, light 
laexplicablea without a a|>ot, a neat 
neckerchief wtib a remarkably neat 
tie, and brjots without a lault; more¬ 
over, he always carried a brown silk 
nnibrella with an ivciy handle. He 
waa a clerk in Somereeb-house, or, as 
he said hmii^lfjhe held a rcspoDsii>le 
situation under tiovcrnment.” He 
had a good and increaeing salary, in 
addition to seine of hia own 

(invested in the fuiid^),ai]d he occu¬ 
pied a first floor in Tavistock-Elrret, 
CuTeiit-gardea, where he had resided 
for twenty years, having been in the 
habit of qtiarrcHiiig with his landlord 
the whole time : i“egu!arly giving n^itice 
of his intention to quit on tlie first 
day of every quartcPj and as regularly 
counterxnaiidmg It on tlio socoiid, 
There were two cla^s of ri-ealcd 
ohjectfl wliich he field in tlio deepest 
and most umningled horror; thcM 
were dogs, and ehddren. He was not 
unamiable, but he could, bX any time, 
have viewed the exetutiun of a dog, 
or the aehaKfiiDatioii of an infant, with 
tlie I i vidiest sati hfactl oiu iieir Uahi ta 
wiTe at variance with Ins love of 
order and his love of order was as 
powerhil 4fl his luve of life, Mr. 
Auj^ustua Minns bad! no rekilonn, in 
or near London, with the exception of 
his cousin, fflr- OctuvLua Budilen, ta 
wbot^e bon, whom he had never iM-^en 
(for he disliked the father) he had 
coni^nted to bccoine godfather by 
proxy» Mr- Bnddcu having rcaliticd 
a moderate fornitie by exercising tlie 
traile nr calling of a coru-thandlerj 
juni having a great prediLcetton for 


the country, ha,d purchased a eottage 
in the vicinity of Stamfnrddiill,wlnthoi' 
he I'eLired with the wilo <>f Jjla boaom, 
and ilia only sot], Master Alexander 
Augustus Uudden. One evenlag, as 
Mr. and Mrs. B* were ail mi ring their 
son, discussing Ins various incritf, 
talking over hia cduratior, and dispute 
ing wliether the classira should be 
mndo an esaentiol part tlierc^of, tlie 
lady prtast‘ti so strongly upfui her 
husband the propriety of cultivating 
the Irieadslnp of Mr. Minns in behalf 
of their that Mr, Baiiden at latt 
made up Ins mind, Lhat U shnuld not 
be Jiie fault if he and ins cousin were 
not iu future moi'e Jiitiiuate. 

“ Pll break the ice, uiy lovej" sail 
Mr. Budden, stirniig up tlie sugar at 
tlie bottom of his g! D,JiS of Litmily-ajid* 
water, and casting a sidelong hn’k st 
his Epoiise to tlie ett'ect of the 
announcement of his determination, 
“by unking Minna dow'u to diiic with 
us, on Sunday."^ 

Th*ii, pray Bud den write to 
your eousin at once,'* replied Mrs. 
Buddeu. Who knows, if we could 
only get him deivu here, but ho might 
take a fancy to <nir Alexander, and 
leave him his property * —A lick, my 
dear, take your legs off die rail of the 
chair ! 

ft Very *true,^' Baid Mr, Budden, 
musing, ** very true indeed, tny love I** 

On die'follewing morning, as Mr, 
Minos was sitting at his breakfasb- 
tibla, ahemately biting Ids dry Losst 
and casting a Jouk uimn the oulumna 
of his tnoniing ^Ki^K>r, wldrh lie alwa} s 
rcjd from llie title to the printer’s 
name, ho heard a liutd knock at the 
ftU'eet-door j whieli was shortly after* 
wards followed by tho entrance of his 
AeivuVit, who put iuto Liis baud iv par¬ 
ticularly small eanl. On which was 
engraven in itnuicin^ letters Mr. 
Octavius Budden, Amulin Cottage, 
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(Mrs. n&ine was Ametiik}, Poplar- 
walk^ Stamford'hill^^* 

Budden ejaculated Minns^ ** wtiat 
can bring that vulgar man here J—say 
1 *m a^eep—aay I out, and lihaJl 
never be home again—anything to 
keep him down stairs.” 

But please^ sir, the gentleman 'a 
coming up/* replicKl the servant i and 
the fact was made evident, by an ap- 
palliug creaking of boots on the stair. 
n-Asc accompanied by a pattering noise; 
the cause of which, Minns could nut, 
for the life of hitn divinOi 

“Hem 1—show the gentleman in," 
said the unfortunate bachelor. Exit 
servant, and enter Octavius preceded 
by a large white dtig, drcBeed in a suit 
of fleecy hosiery, with pink eyes, large 
earfi, and no perceptible tail. 

Tlie cause of the pattering on the 
stairs was hut too plain. Mr. Au-^ 
pjstus Minns staggered beneath the 
shock of the dog’s appearance. 

** My dear fellow, how are youl” said 
Budden, as he entered^ 

He ahvays spoke at the top of his 
voice, and always said ttie aame thing 
lialba-do^en times, 

“ How are you, my hearty 

“ How do you do, Mr, Budden T— 
pray take a chair politely etsmtnered 
the discomfited Minna. 

“ Thank you—thank you^—well- 
how arc you, ch 

“ Uncommonly well, thank you,” said 
Minns casting a diabolicAl look at the 
dog, who, with his hind legs on the 
door, and his fore paws reatiiig on 
the table, was dragging a hit of hread- 
and-hutter out of a plate, pl%ppratory 
to devouring it, witli the buttered aide 
next tJie carpet. 

“ All, you rogue !*’ said Buddea to 
his dog; “ you see, Minns, he *a like 
me, alwaya at home, eh, nry boy T— 
Kgad, 1 *m precious hot and hungry ! 

1 ’ve walked all the way from Stamford- 
bill this morning.” 

“ Have you breakfasted!" inquLrtd : 
Minns. 

**Oh, no!—came to breakfast*with 
you ; BO ring the bell, tny dear fellow, 
will you 1 ftjid let ’a have another cap 
and saucer, and the cold kam,—Make I 
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myself at home you sec T’ continued 
Budden, dusting hia boots with a table 
I napkin, “ Ha !—lia I—ha 1—*pon my 
I life, I’m hungry.” 

I Minns rang the boU, and tried to 
smile, 

I “ I decidedly never was so hot in 
my life,” contilined OcUvina, wiping 
hia forehead ; “ well, but how arc you, 
Minns! Ton my soul you wear capi* 
tally I" 

I “ D'ye think so V* said Minns ^ and 
he tried anotlier emile. 

“ Ton my life, I do I" 

“ Mrs B. and—wliat’s bis name— 
quite well!” 

“ Alick—my son, you mean, never 
better—never better. But at each a 
place as we've got at Poplar-walk, you 
know, he couldn’t be ill If he tried. 
When 1 first saw it, by'Jove 1 it looked 
so knowing, witii the front garden, 
and the green railings, and the braes 
knocker, and all that—1 really thought 
it was a out above me.” 

“ Don'’t you tliiuk you *d like the 
ham better," interrupted Minns, “ if 
you cut it the other way V* He saw, 
with feeliugs which it is impossible to 
describe, timt his visitor was cutting or 
rather maiming the ham, in utter vio¬ 
lation of all estAblished rules. 

“No, thank ye/* retuTiied Budden, 
with the most barbarous iudiffercnce 
to crime, “I prefer it this way—it 
cats short But 1 say MiiinB, when 
will you come down and see us! You 
will be delighted with the place; 1 
know you will. Amelia and J were 
talking about you the other night, ntid 
Amelia said^—another lump of sugar, 
please ; thank ye—olie anid, don ’tyou 
think you ^cmlJ contrive, my dear, to 
say to Mr. Minns, in a friendly way— 
came down, air—damn tlie dog E he 'a 
spoiling your curtains, Minue—ha!— 
ha^—ha !" Minns leaped from his 
seat as though he had received the 
discharge from a galvanic battery* 

“ Come Out, sir 1—go out, hoo !*’ 
cried poor Auguetua, keeping nevei^ 
thcless, at a very refipectfuJ diatauce 
from the dog; having read of a case of 
hydro^obia iu the paper of that morn¬ 
ing. By dint of great exertioDj much 
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shouting, h murellouB deftL of poll¬ 
ing undir the tables wUti & stick ntid 
umbrelki the dog wee at Lut dislodged, 
and placed on the landing outside the 
door^ where he imniediatelj com- 
meoeed a most appalling howling ; at 
the aame time vehemently scratching 
the paint off the two njcdy-varuiehed 
bottom panelsi until they resembled 
the inte^or of a back^gammon^board^ 

** A good dog for the country that V* 
coolly observed Bud den lo the tits* 
tracted Minns, "but he's not much 
used to Gonfinenieiit But now, Mtims, 
when will you come down 1 1 ‘11 take 
no denial, positively. Let 'a see, to- 
day Thursday*—Will you come ou 
Sunday \ We dine at five^ dun "t say 
no—do,'^ 

After a great deal of preHaing, Mr. 
Auguatua Minna, driven to despair, 
accepted the inritation and piumisKd 
to bo at PopUr-walk on the ensuing 
Sunday, at a quarter before fire to tlio 
minute. 

"Now tnind the direction,” said 
Buddeu : the coach goes from the 
Flowerpot, in Bishopsgate-atreet, every 
half hour. When tl^e coach stops at 
the Swan, you sec, immediately 
opposite you, a white house.'* 

“ Which IS your house—I under¬ 
stand,^^ said Minna, wishing to cut 
short the visit, and the story, at tJie 
same tirne^ 


of the following Sunday, with tlie feel¬ 
ings of a penniless poet to tiie weekly 
visit of Ills Scotch landlady. 

Sunday arrived ; the eky waa bright 
and clear; crowds of people were 
hurrying ^ong the streets, intent on 
their different Bcliemes of pleasure for 
the day; everything and everybody 
looked cheerful and happy except Mr* 
Augustus Minns. 

The day was fine, but tljc heat was 
coneiderable ; when Mr* Miuns had 
fagged up the ehadv aide of Flept-atreet, 
Ciieapside, and ^hi^adneedle^streut, 
j lie had become pretty warm, toler- 
j ably dusty, and it was getting late 
! into ilie bargain. By the most ex- 
\ traordinary good fortune, however, a 
coach was waiting at the Flowerpot, 
into which Mr. *\ugugtus Minna got, 
on the solemn assurance of the cad 
tliat the vehicle would Mart in three 
mi nil tea—that heing the very utmost 
extremity of time It was allowed 
to wait by Act of Parliament. A 
quarter of an liour elapf^ud, and there 
were no sigiia of niuviog* Minna 
looked at liia watcdi for the sixth time. 

“ Coacliman, are you gumg or iiotV^ 
bawled Mr. Minms, with Ins head and 
liaJf his body out of tlic ccach-window* 

“ Di—rectly, sir,” said the coach- 
.1 man, with hb hands m hie puclicts, 

, looking as much unlike a man jji a 
I hurry as possible* 


"No, HQ* that's not mine; that'^ 
Grogufi’s, the great ironmonger's* i 
was going to Say—you turn down by 
the side of the white house till you 
can't go another step further—mind 
that !“4ndtheu you turn to your right, 
by some stablea—well; close to you, 
you 'll flee a wall with * Beware of tiie 
Dog* written on it m large letters— 
(Mmus ahuddered)—go along by the 
side of that wall for about a quarter 
of n mile—and anybody wUi show you 
which is my pUoe." 

" Fery wclJ—tliank ye—good bye,” 
" Be punctual.” 

**00^1117; good mom ing.** 

"I e*y, Minna, you Vo got a card.’* 
" Yea, 1 have: thank ye**' And 
Mr* Octavius Budden departed leaving 
his couiin looking forward to tua visit 


" Bill, take tliem clatha off*” Five 
minutes more eLEipsefl j at the end of 
which time the coach man mminted the 
box, from whence lie looked down the 
street, and up the etmet, and hailed 
all the p^ebtnana fur another five 
minutes, 

" Coachman ‘ if you don't go this 
moment, 1 shall get out,” said Mr* 
Mmns, rendered dtj^perate by the late¬ 
ness of the hour, and the ImpoasiblLiiy 
of being in Po|il&r*waJk at the ap* 
pointed time* , 

"Going this mmiite, air,” was tbo 
reply ;_aiid, accordingly, the machine 
trundled on for a couple of hundred! 
yardli, and then stopped again* Minna 
doubled himself up in a comer of the 
coach, and abapdoned himself to hia 
fatCf aa x child, a mother, a bandbox 
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and a paTaenl, b€*»tne hU fellow pAes- 
engcTfl. 

Tlie child wae an affectionate and an 
amiable iniant ; liUte dear mis¬ 
took Minns for his other parent^ and 
Bcreamed to embrace him. 

He quiet, dear,*’ said the mamma, 
reatrainin;^ the impetuosity of the 
darling, whose little lat legs were kick¬ 
ing, and stainpingf and twining them¬ 
selves into the most com plicated forma, 
in an ecstasy of impatience. * Be 
quiet, dear, that^s not ytjtir papa.*^ 

“ Thank I leaven i am not 1 ** 
thought Minns, aa tlie first gleam of 
pleasure he had exfieiienced that 
morning shone like a meteor tlirough 
his wretchedness. 

PlayJuliicBS was egrocably mingled 
with affection in the d is position of the 
boy. When 6Htihfie4.1 tfiat Mr. Minus 
was not his paient, he endeavoured tq 
attract Ins notice by temping his drab 
trousers witii hi;i dirty slioes, poking 
his cliest wiUi his manmm'b parasol, 
and otiier nameless endearments pe¬ 
culiar to infancy, with wliKh he be¬ 
guiled the tcrliiJUMjcas of the ride, 
apparently very much to his own aaiis- 
faetjon. 

When the unfu'rtuiiate gentleman 
arrived at the i^wuD, he found to hb 
great dismay, that it a quarter 
past five. The white houBC, the stables, 
the ** Beware ol the I>og,''-^every land¬ 
mark was pitgsed, with a rapidity not 
unusual to a gentleman of a certain 
ago w'ben too late for dinner. After 
die lap^ of a few niiuufes, Mr, Minns 
found himself opposite a yellow briek 
house with a gre^ n iioor, brt^ knocker 
and door-platc, gretii Hindow'-frarincs 
and ditto railings, with a garden in 
front, that is to say, a small Loose bit 
of gravelled ground, w^itli uno round 
and two scalene uiatiguliir beds, con¬ 
taining a fir-tree, twenty or thirty 
bulbe^ and an utihniitecL number of 
marigolds. The taste of Mr. and Mrs. 
Budden was further displayed by tlie 
appearance oj a Cupid on each side of 
the door, perched u^xni a heap 01*1 arge . 
chalk fliuLfi, variegated with pmkconch- 
shells. His knock at the door was 
answered by a stuinpy boy, in drab 


livery, cotton stockings and high-lowa, 
who, after hanging his hat on one of 
the dozen brass pegb which ornamented 
the passage, deuomiuated by courtesy 
Tlie Hall,*^ ushered Ldm into a front 
drawing-room commanding a very ex- 
tenalve view of the backs ot the neigh¬ 
bouring houses. The uenal ceretuonj 
of introducUOtl, and so forth, over, 
Mr. Alinns took his aeat: not a little 
agitated at fiuding tliat lie was tlie last 
cuincTi aud, Hpmeliow or ether, the 
Lion of about a dozen people, sitting 
together in a eniali drawing-room, 
getting rid of that most tedious of aU 
time, the time preceding dinner. 

** Well, Brogsoii,” said Uudden, ad¬ 
dressing ail elderly geiitfeman In a 
black Coat, drab koee^brueches, and 
long gaiters, who, under pretence of 
iiispectirg the prints in an Animal, 

■ had been engaged in satisfying liimaeif 
> on the subject of Mr. Mums s general 
appearance, by looking at him over 
tlie tops of the leaveS““ Weil, Brog- 
son, what do Ministers mean to do t 
Will they go out, or wdiat I 
** Oh—why—really, y^m know, 1 'm 
the lost person in the world to ask 
for news. Vour cousin, from his 
situation, is the most likely person to 
answer the question,” 

Mr. Mining assured the loat speaker, 
that although he was In Somerset- 
house, be possessed no nlhcial commu- 
uieatioD relative to the ]>L'ujecl3 of ids 
Majesty^s MmisEers, But his remark 
was evidently revived incredulously ; 
and no further conjectures being 
hazarded on the enbjeet, a long pause 
ensued, during whiL-h the company 
occupied themselves in coughing and 
blowing tUeir noses^until tlie entrance 
of Mrs. Budden caused a general rise. 

The ceremony ol lutroductioti being 
over, dinner was anuonneed, and down 
stairs the party proceeded accordingly 
—Mr. Minns escortiu;;! Mra Oudden 
as far aa the drawiug-rooui door, but 
being prevented, by tlie narrowness of 
tho staircase^ Irom extending his ga]> 
lantiy any Jarlher, The diuiier passed 
off os such dinners usually do. Ever 
and anon, amidst the clatter of knives 
and forka^ and tiis hum of converso- 
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ttoUf Mr. B/b toIob might be he&td, 
asking a friend to take wine, and 
asmiring him he waa glad to see him ; 
and a great deal of by-play took pUce 
between Mrs, and the servants, 
respeeCing tha removal of the dishes, 
during which her oountenaDce assumed 
all tho variations of a weather-gUsa, ; 
from stormy ” to sot fair. ” 

Upon the dessert and wine being 
plac^ on tlie table, the servant, in 
compliance with a signihcant look 
from Mrs* B,, brought down ** Master 
Aioxander/* habited in a sky-blue suit 
with sliver buttons; and possessing hair 
of nearly the same colour as the tnetul. 
After sundry praises from his mother, i 
and various aclmonitiona as to his 
behaviour from his fatiier, he waa in¬ 
troduced to his godfather, 

" Well, my little fellow—you are a 
fine boy, ain't yon 1 ” said Air, Minns, 
as happy as a tomtit on birLllime, 

Yefiu'* 

** How old are you 1 ** 

"Eight, next Wcuaday, How old 

are yatt ? ” 

"Alexander,” interrupted his mo¬ 
ther, “ how dare yon aek Mr, Minns 
how old he ia ! ” 

“ He ai»ked me how old 7 wivs,” said 
the precocious child, to whom M in n s liad 
from that moment mtemaJly resolved 
that he never would bequealh one shil¬ 
ling, As soon as the titter occasioned 
by the obaervationp had subsided,a little 
smirking man with red wbiskeiis, 
sitting at the bottom of the table, who | 
during the whole of dinner had been, 
endeavouring to obtain a listener to 
some stories about SlmHdao, called 
out, with a very patronising air— 

" Alick, what part of apeech is ie f 
“ A verb 

" That's a good boy,” said Mrs. 
Budden with all a mother^s pride. 

** Now, you know what a verb is ? ” 

“A verb is a word which eignifies 
to be, to do, or to suffer ; as, 1 am— 

I rule—I am ruled. Give me an 

apple, Mft.” 

"I’il pve you an apple,*' replied 
the man with the red wlii^kers, who 
waa ail established friend of the family, 
or in other words waa always invited 


by Mrs. Budden, whether Mr* Bndden 
liked it or not, “ if you 'll tell me what 
is the meaning ef 

"Bel" said the prodigy, after a 
little hesitation —"an inaect that 
gathers honey.” 

** No, dear,” frowned Mrs. Bnddefl; 

B double E is the substantive.” 

“1 douH think he knows much yet 
about c<mnton substantives,” said the 
Binirking gentleman, who thought this 
an admirable opportunity for letting 
off a joke* “ It 'b clear he *8 not very 
well acquainted with nama^ 

He ! he ! lie 1 ” 

" Gentlemen,** called out Mr. Bud- 
den, from the end of the table, in a 
steiiV^rian voice, and with a very im- 
portatit aivj" will you have the good-, 
bcse to chiiige your giatuies ! I have a 
toast to pripcme.” 

' " Hear 1 hear E ” cried the gentlc- 

tnOn, pajfsing the dcoanters. After 
they had made tlie round of the table, 
Mr. Budden proceeded—" Gentlemen; 
there ia an individual present—” 

" Hear ! hear ! ” said the little mati 
with red whiskers. 

" Pra^j he quiet, Jones," remon- 
Btrated Budden* 

** I say, gentlemen, there is an indi¬ 
vidual present,” resumed the host, 
" in whose s^ieicly, I am sore we muet 
take great delight—and—and—the 
convei'sation of that individual must 
have afftjrded to every <Jiie pi’esent, the 
titmost jilca'^ure*** TLiaoli Heaven, 
he does not mean nse!" thought 
Minnsj conscious that his diffidence 
and exclusiveness had prevented hts 
saying abo^e a wopdg since he 

entered the house.] " Gentlemenj I 
am but a humble individual myself, 
and I perhaps ought to apolDgise for 
allowing any individual feelings of 
friendship and affect ion for the person 
I allude to, to induce me to veDture to 
rise, to propose the diealth of that 
perenu-^a peraon that, I am sure—* 
that ifl to say, a person who«e virtual 
imiet,endear him to those who know 
him—and those who have not the 
pleasure of knowing him, cannot dis¬ 
like him*” « 

" Hear 1 hear I ” said the company. 
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in A tone of encoura^emciit and 
ttfproTal. 

Gentkmoni,” continued Budden, 
^ my cousin ie a man who—who la a 
I'eJation of my uwju^^ (HoarJ hear!) 
Minns groaned audibly^ “ Who 1 am 
most happy to see here, mid who, if he 
Here not heroj would oertainly have 
deprived us of tlie great pka&ure we 
all feel in seeing him. (Loud cries of 
heal'!) GeoUemcn, 1 feel tliat 1 have 
already trespassed on your atUmtion 
for too long a time. Witli every feeh 
iJig—of—with every scutimont of— 
of—" 

“ Gratification'' — Euggeeted the 
friend of tlie family, 

gratification^ I beg to pro¬ 
pose the healtli of Mr. Minns.” 

Staudiugf gentlemen ! " bI muted 
the iudefatjgahle little man with tile 
w^hiskefy—“and with the honours. 
Take your time from me, if you 
please. Hip! hip I hip! — Z&l — 
Jlip I hip I Lip J—Za [—Hip I hip !— 
Za-4-al” 

All eyes w^ere now fixed on the 
subject of tile toast, who by gulping 
down port-wine at the imminent 
hazard of buflocattonj endeavoured to 
coueeaL lua confusion. After aa long 
a pause as decency would admit, he 
rose, hut, as tiie newapap«ra eomc timea 
say In tfieir reporUj, "we regret that 
we are quite unable to give even the 
substance of tlie honourable gentfe- 
ih.iu'b observationa.’^ The worda*^ pre¬ 
sent company—honour—present occa- 
uou,** and “ great happiness heard 
occasionally, and repeated at intervals, 
with a countenance expressive of the 
utmost ooufusion and misery, con-1 
viaoed the com^iatiy that he was 
making an excellenc speech ; said, ac* > 
cordingly, on hie resuming his seat, 
they cried ** Bravo I” aud manifested 
tucDultuouii applause. Jones, who had 
been long watching his opportunity, 
then darted up. 

" Budden,” said he " will j'ou allow 
me to propose a toast 1 « 

“ Certainly,’^ replied Budden, adding 
in au under lone to Minns right Across 
the table. ** Devilish sharp fellow 
that : you It bo veiy much pleased 


with hia epeech. He talks equally 
well on any subject.” MlnuBi bowed, 
sod Mr. Jones proceeded i 

” It has on several occasions, in 
, various instances^ under mimy circum* 
stances, and in diflerent companies, 
fallen to my lot to prtjpoae a toast to 
tlaose by whom^ at the time^ 1 have 
liud the honour to be surrounded. 1 
have sometimes, 1 w'iLl chcerlully own 
-—for why should 1 deny it I—felt the 
overwiidming nature of the task 1 
have undertaken, and my own utter 
incapability to do justice to the sub¬ 
ject. If such have been tny feelings, 
however, on former occasions, what 
must they be now—now-^under the 
ex traordinary circumataaces iu which 
I am placed. (H^! hear I) To 
describe my feelings accurately, would 
be impossible | but 1 caimot give you 
A better idea of tliem, gentlemen, tliau 
by referi'ing to a circumstance which 
happens, oddly enough, to occur to my 
mind at the tnomeiit. Ou one occa¬ 
sion, when that truly great and Ulus- 
trious man, Sheri dan, was—” 

Now,^ there is no knowing what new 
villany in the form of a joke would 
hare been heaped on the grave of 
tliat very ill-used man, Mr. Sheridan, if 
the boy in drab hod not at that mo¬ 
ment entered the room in a breathless 
state, to report that, as it was a very 
wet night, tiie nine o’clock stage had 
come round, to know whether there 
was miybcdy going to town, as, in 
that case, be (the nine o*dock) bad 
room for one inside. 

Mr. Minns started up j and^ despite 
countless exclamatious of surprise, 
and entreaties to stay, persisted in hia 
defenuitiatjou to accept tbe vacant 
place. But, the brown silk umbrella 
waa aowhere to be found ; and as the 
coflchnuui couldnH wait^ he drove back 
to the SwaDj^ leaving word for Mr, 
Minns to “ run round ” and catch him* 
However^ as it did not occur to Mr. 
Minns for socne ten minutes or so, (hat 
he had left the brown silk umbrella with 
the ivozy handle in the otlier coach, 
coming down; and, moreover, as he 
was by no means remarkable forapeed, 
it is DO matter of surprise that when 
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he the feht of ‘^ruDniTug 

round ** to ihe thof^oach—the last 

coach—had fone without him. 

It was (somewhere about three 
o^cLock ill tli« mormng, when Mr. 
Augustus Mitins knocked feebljt^ at tJie 
Street-dodr of hie ludgiiigs in Tavie- 
tock-fttreet, cold, wot, cro^, and mise- 


Tfiblc. He made his will neat tnoming;, 
and hiE professional man informs us, 
in that strict coiifidetice in which we 
inform the pohhe, that neither the 
Dsmo of Mr. Octavius Buddeji, nor of 
Mrs. Amelia Huddeu, nor of Msstcr 
Alexander Augustus Budden, appears 
therein 


CHAPTER IIL 

SEHTlHKNT. 


Tse Miss Crumptons, or to quote the 
authority of die inscription on the 
garden-gate of Minerva House, Ham- 
meremith, ‘'Tile Misses Crumpton/’^ 
were two unusually tall, particularly 
thin, and exceedingly skinny persou- 
ages i rfity uprigliL, and very yellow. 
Miss Amelia Crumpton owned to 
thirty‘eight, and Musa Maria Crumpton 
admitted she was forty; an admission 
which was rendered perfectly uuneces- 
aary by the ti«ir-evideiit fact of her 
being at least fifty. They dressed in 
the most interesting roantier—like 
twins i and looked os happy and com¬ 
fortable as a couple of marigolds run 
to seed. They were very precise, 
had the strictest possible ideas of pro¬ 
priety, wore fake hair, and always 
ameU very strongly of Lavender.. 

Minerva House, conducted under 
the auspices of tiic two sisters, was a 
** finishing establishment for young 
ImUce,^* where some twenty girls of 
tlie ages of from thirteen to nineteen 
inoLusive, acquired a amattcring of 
everything, and a knowledge of 
nothing; Instmctiuu in French and 
Italian, dancing lesbona twice a-week ; 
and other uo^essaries of life* The 
house was a white one, a Little removed 
from the road-side, with close pajings 
in front. The bed-room windows 
were always left partly open, to afford 
a bird'^S'eye view of numerous little 
bedsteads witli very white dimity fur¬ 
niture, and thereby impress the passer¬ 


by With a due sense of the luxuries of 
the establihhmeiit ; and there woe a 
frout parlour hung round with highly 
varnished ma[is wLiich nobody evet^ 
looked at, and filled with books which 
no one ever read, appropriated extrlu- 
sively to the reception of pai’ents, who, 
whenever they called, could not full to 
be struck widi; the very deep appear¬ 
ance of the place. 

Amelia, my dear,” eaid Miss 
^ilsria Crumpton, entering the school¬ 
room one morning, with her false hair 
In papers t as she occasionally did, in 
order to impress the young ladies with 
a couvictiuu of its reality. " Amelia, 
my dear, here is a most, gratifying note 
I have just received. You necdnH 
mind reading it aluud." 

Miss A mel ia, thus ad vised, proceeded 
to read the following note with an air 
of great trlptuph v 

** Cornelius Urt^ok Dingwall, Esq., 
M.P., presents his complimenta to 
Miss Cruinpton, and will feel much 
obliged by Mi&s Crumpton's calling on 
him, if she coiiveiuently can, to-mor¬ 
row morning at one o^cLock, as Cor¬ 
nelius Brook Dingwall, Esq., Is 
anxious to see Miss Crumpton on the 
subject of placing Miss Brouk Ding¬ 
wall under her charge. 

** Ai^elplii. 

** Monday morning.*'’ 

" A Member of Farliamont^s 
daughter!" ej ablated Amelia, in an 
ecfltatic tone. 


SENTIMENT. 




** A Member of Pirliamenfe 
daughter T' repeated Miaa Marra^ 
with a BTOife of deJight,which, ofcotirae, 
eticitod a concurretit tHter of pleasure 
from a]I the young ladie^v 

lt*9 exceedingly delightful ] ** said 
Mias Amelia i whereupon ail the 
young ladies murmured their admira¬ 
tion again. Courtiers are hut school¬ 
boy e, and onurt ladies achooi-girls. 

So important an announceirientj. at 
once superseded the busitiess of the 
day. A holiday was declaredj in com¬ 
memoration of the great event; the 
Miss Crnniptons retired to thpir pn* 
vate apartment to talk it over i the 
cunaller girls discussed the probable 
manners and customs of the daughter 
of a Member of Parliament; and the 
yodug ladiea verging On eighteen 
wondered whether she was engaged, 
whether she wae pretty, whether she 
Wore much hustle, and many ether 
of equal importancCn 

The two Mias Crumptons proceeded 
to tiic Adelplii at the appointed time 
next day, dressed, of course, in their 
beat style, and looking as amiable as 
they possibly could—wliich, by the by, 
is not saying much for them. Having 
sent ill their canis, through the medium 
of a red'hot looking footman in bright 
livery, they were ushered into the 
august presence of the profound 
Dingwall. 

Cornelius Brook Dingwall, Esq., 
M P,, was very haughty, solemn, aud 
por tentoua. He had, natural ly, a some¬ 
what fiposmodic expression of counte¬ 
nance, which was nut lei^iered the 
less remarkable by his wearing an 
iixtremcly stiff crsiv.^t. He was won¬ 
derfully pi'oud of dio M.P, attached 
to his name, and never lost an oppor¬ 
tunity of reminding people of his 
dignity. He had a great idea of his 
own ahilities, which must have lieen a' 
CTeat comfort to him, as no one else 
had ; and in diplomacy, on a emD.lt 
’Scale, in his own lamily arrangements, 
he considered htinseir unrivalled Ho 
was a county magistrate, and dis¬ 
charged the duties of his station with 
ah due justice and impartiality; fre¬ 
quently committing poachers, and 


occaslo-n^ly committing himself. Miat 
Brook Ding wall was one of (hat nume¬ 
rous class of young ladies, who, like 
adverbs, may be knowu by tlieir 
siiBWci'ing to a commonpLaoe questioD^ 
and doing nothing else. 

On the present occasion, this taJented 
' individual was seated in a small library 
at a table covered with papers, doing 
nothing, but trying to Look busy— 
playing at shop. Acts of Farliament, 
and letters directed to “Cornelius 
Brook Dingwall, Esq., M.P.,** were 
ostentatiously scattered over the table; 
at a little distance from which, Mrs. 
Brook DiugwalL woe seated at work. 
One of those public nuisances, a spoiled 
child, was playing about the room, 

) drej^d after the most approved 
fashion—in a blue tunic with a black 
belt a quarter of a yard wide, fastened 
with ao immense buckle — looking 
like a robber in a melodrama, seen 
llirough a diminishing glasa. 

After a little pkaaaiitry from the 
aweet child, who amused hiuteelf by 
nmiiing away with Miss Maria 
Crumpton's chair as fast as it was 
placed for her, the visitors were seated, 
and Cornelius Brook Dingwall, Esq. 
opened the conversation. 

He had sent for Mi«E Crumpton, bo 
said, in coiiaequence of the high ihih 
racter he had received of her estep 
blishment from his fiiead, Sir Alfred 
Muflgs. 

Miss Crumpton munmired Jier 
acknowledgomente to him (Muggn), 
and Cornelius proceeded. 

One of my priacipal reasons, Miss 
Crumpten, for parting with my 
daui^hteiv is, that she has lately 
acquired some sentimental ideas, 
which it most desirable to eradicate 
from her young mind,*' (Here the 
little innocent before noticed, fell oat 
of an arm-chair with an awful crash.) 

“ Naughty boy 1 *' said his mamma, 
who appeared more turpriaed at hia 
taking die liberty of falling down, 
than at anything else; “111 ring 
the bell for James to take him away.’' 

“Fray don't chock him my We,^ 
said the diplomatist, as soon as he 
could make himself heard amidst the 
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tineivHhl^ howling consequent upon 
the threat btuj the tumble. “ it all 
arises from his great How of spirits.” 
This last explanation waa addFesfied 
to Mias Cnimpton. 

Certainly, sir,'" replied the antique 
Maria; not exactly seeing, howcTer, 
the connexion between a flow of 
animal spirits, and a fall from an arm¬ 
chair. 


Silence was restored, and the M.P. 
resumed ; “ Now, I know nothing so 
likely to eflect this object, Miss 
Crumpton, as her mixing canetantly 
in the society of girls of her own age; 
and, as I know that in your e«tabligh‘ 
men t she will meet such os are unt 
likely to enntaminate heryouiiig mind, 
1 propose to send her to you.” 

The youngest Mias Crumpton ex¬ 
pressed the acknowletlgmenta of the 
establishment generally. Maria was 
rendered speechless by bodily pain* 
The dear little fellow, having re¬ 
covered his animal spirits^ was stand¬ 
ing npon her most tender foot, by 
way of getting his face (which looked 
like a capital O in a red lettered 
play-bill) on a level with the writing- 
table. 


** Of course, LavinU will be a par¬ 
lour boarder,” continued the enviable 
fattier; “and on one point 1 wish my 
directions to bo fllriutly observed. The 
fact 18 , that some ridiculous love af¬ 
fair, with n person much her inferior in 
life, has been the cause of her present 
aUte of mind. Knowing that of 
course, under your core, she can have 
un opportunity of meeting this person, 
I do not object to—indeed, I should 
rather prefer—her mixing with such 
society os you see yourself.” 

This important atatemejit was s^n 
interrupted by the high-spirited little 
creature, in tlie exeess of hia joyoua- 
neaa breaking a pane of glaw, and 
nearly precipitating himeeif into an 
adjacent area. James was rung for; 
considerable coafuslon and screaniing 
succeeded; two little blue lega were 
seen to kick violently in the air as the 
man lef^ the room, and the child was 
gone. * 

^Mr, Brook Dingwall would like 


; Miss Brook Dingwall to leam every- 
tJit]ig,”sald Mra. Brook DhigwoU, who 
hardly ever said anything at all. 

^Certainly,” said both the Miss 
Crumptons togeiber. 

*'And as I trust the plan I have 
dev bed will be eflectual in weaning 
my daughter from tills absurd idea, 
Miss Crumpton,” continued tlie legis¬ 
lator, **I hope you will have the 
goodness to comply, in all respectsi 
with any request I may for ward to you.” 

The promise was of course made j 
and after alongtheued dbcUBcnon, cozi- 
ducted on belitdf of the Ding walla witli 
tlie most becoming diplomatic gravity, 
and on lhatoF the Crump Lous with pro¬ 
found respect, it *05 finally arrtuiged 
that Alisa Laviniashould beforwarde<l 
to HammerHinith on the next day but 
one, on which occasion tlie lialf-yearJy 
ball given at the estabhshment was to 
take place. It mcglit divert tlic dear 
girl's mind. Tbb, by tlie way, was 
another bit of diplomacy. 

Miss Lavinia was introduced to her 
future govomess, and boUi tlie Mias 
Crumptons pronounced her “ a most 
charming girlan opitiiion which, by 
a singular eoincidence, tliey always 
enEertaiiicd of any now pupil. 

Courtegiea were exchanged, acknow- 
ledgnienu expressed, coudesccnaion 
exhibited, and the interview teraii* 
nated. 

Preparations, to make tiae of thea¬ 
trical j}hras«>Jogy,“ona scale of mag¬ 
nitude never beiove atternptedj” were 
iimossantly maiJe at Minerva House to 
give everyeflect to the forthcoming bah. 
The largest room in tJie house was plea¬ 
singly ornamented with blue calico 
rosea, plaid tuiipd. and otlier equally 
natural-looking artificial flowers, the 
work of the young ladies theniBeJves. 
The carpet was taken up, the folding- 
doors were taken down, furniture 
was taken out,and roa^seats were taken 
iu. The Kncn.drspeieof Hainmorsmit];i 
were astounded at the sudden demand 
for blue sarsenet ribbou, and Jong 
white gloves. Dozens of geruiiums 
were purchased for bouquets, and a 
harp and tw^ violins were bespoke 
from town, in addition to the grand 
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piAR^ already on tho premia^» The 
yonng ladkA who were eeleeted to 
show off im the occasion, and do credit 
to the eetnUifiliment, pracUecd iocea^ 
aantly, much to tiieir own Batisfaction, 
and greatly to tlie annoyance of the 
latne old gentlemAA Over the way ; 
and a constant eorrespondence was 
kept upj, between the Misses Cruiuptod 
and the UatnrnHrsmidL pastrycook* 

The evening catocj and tiicn there 
was such a lacing of stays, and tying 
of sandals, and dressing of hair, as 
never can take place with a proper 
degree of bustle out of a boarding- 
Aciiuol- The smaller girls managed 
to be in everybody's way, and were 
pushed about accordingly ; and the 
elder ones dressed, and tied, and ilat- 
t^red, and envied, one another, as 
earnestly and biiiccrely aa if they liad 
actually ouj. 

“How do I look, dear!” inquired 
Mii>s Emily Smithers, the belle of the 
house, of Miss Caroline Wilson, who 
was tier hoaom fiiend, because she was 
the ugliest girl in llammeramith, or 
out ot it* 

“ Oh J charming, dear. How do I V* 

“ Delightful ! you never looked ao 
handsome/' returned the belle, adjust¬ 
ing her own dress, and not bestowing 
a glance on Iter poor 

“ I hope young Hilton will come 
earJy/^ said another young lady to 
Misa somebody else, iu a fever of ex- 
p-'.ttadon. 

'* 1 'ill sure heM he highly flattered 
If he knew it,^^ relumed ^e other, who 
was priHctifeiug feff. ^ 

** Uh t he 'a so handaoiDe,*^ eaid the 
first. 

“ Such a charming persoa I"* added 
a second. 

“ Such a dietingv.^ air eaid a 
third. 

“ Qh, what do you thinks* said 
another girl, miming into tlie room ; 
** Miss Crumpton eaya her couein^a 
^ coming.” 

“ What! TheodoeiuB Butler J*’ said 
eTerybody in rapturea. 

“ [a lU baadsome 1 ** inquired a 
novice^ 

“No, not parUcukrly bandenme/* 


was the general reply; “but, oh, so 
clever! ** 

Mr. Theodosius Butler w^oe one of 
those immortal geniuses wlio are to be 
met with, in almost every circle. 
They Lave, usually, very deep iuono- 
tonoua voices. They always persuade 
themselves that they are wonderful 
persons, and that they ought to be 
very miserable, though they douH 
precisely kuOw why. They are very 
conceited, and usually possess half 
an idea ; but, with eDthusiastic young 
ladies, and a illy young gentlemen, 
they are very wonderful persons. 
TJie individual in question, Mr* Tlieo- 
d^isius, had wrltlien a pamphlet con¬ 
taining some very weighty cousidera- 
tions on the expediency of doing 
eomethiug or other ; and os every 
sentence coutatuod a good many words 
of four syllables, hb admirers took it 
for granted that he meant a good deal. 

“ Berbaps that lie,” exclaimed 
several young ladies, as the flrst pull 
of the evening threatened destruction 
to the bell of tlie gate* 

An awful pause ensued. Some boxes 
arrived ana a young lady ^ Miss 
Brook Dingwall, in lull hall costume, 
with an immense gold chain round 
her neck, and her dress looped np 
with A single rose ; an ivory fan zu 
her hand, and a most interesting ex- 
presdjion of despair in her face* 

The Mias Crumptone inquired after 
the family, with tlie most excruciating 
anxiety, and Miae Brook Dingwall was 
formal ly iutroduced to her future 
companions. The Miss Crumptons 
conversed witli the young ladies in the 
most mellifluous tones, in order that 
Miss Brook Dingwall might be pro¬ 
perly impressed with their amiable 
treatment* 

Another pull at the bell. Mr. 
Dodson the writing-master, and hie 
wife. The wife in green silk, witii 
shoes and cap-trimmings to corres¬ 
pond; the writing-master in a white 
waistcoat, black knee-shorts, and ditto 
silk stockings, displayiag a leg large 
enough for two writing-mutor^ The 
young ladies whispered one another, 
and the vriting-mssfter and hit wife 
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fluttered the Misa Crumptons, vho 
were dressed id snibar, with long 
fluhes, Like dolls. 

Re]>eated pulls st the bell, and 
arrivAls too pumeroua to particularise: 
papas and manirTiiBs, and aunts and 
iinclev, the owners and guaiiidiana of 
the different pupil*; Uie singing- 
masted, Signor Lobskmi, in a black [ 
wig* the jdano-fortfl player and the 
Violins; the harp, in a state of into^d- 
cation; and somt: twenty young men, 
who stood near the doqfr, and talked 
to one another, occasionally bursting 
Into a giggle, A genersi hum of eon- 
veraation. Coffee handed round, and 
plentifully partaken of by fat mammns, 
w'ho looked hke the stout people who 
come on in pantomimes for the sole 
purpose of being knocked down. 

The popular Mr^ Hilton was the 
Dext arrival ; and he having, at the re¬ 
quest of the Mi&s Crumptons,, under¬ 
taken tlie office of Master of the 
Ceremonies, the quadrilles oomraenced \ 
with conaiderablo spirit. The young j 
men by the door gradually advanced j 
into the middle of the room, and in I 
time became sulhciently at ease to' 
C0E'>r'ii[t to be introduced to partners. ! 
The writmg-mi*ter danced every set, I 
springing about with the most fearful ' 
aglUty, and hi^ ^vife played a ruLLct ■ 
JD the back-parlour—a Jiulo room with f 
live book-shelve*, dignified by the 
name of the study. Setting her down 
to whist was a half-yearly piece of 
generalship on the part of the Miss 
Crumptons ; it was necessary to hide 
her somewlLere,on account other being 
a fright. 

The interesting Lavinia Brook Ding¬ 
wall was the only girl present, who ap¬ 
peared to take no interest in the pro¬ 
ceedings of the evening. In vain was 
she solicited to dance; in vain was 
the universal homage paid to her as 
the daughter of a member of parlia¬ 
ment. She was equally unmoved by 
the splendid tenor of the inimitable 
Lobskini, and the brilliant execution 
of Mia* Lsetitia Parsous, whose per¬ 
formance of ‘*The Recollections of 
Irelandwas universally declared to 
be almost equal to that of Moscheles 


^ himself. Not even the annenn cement 
^ of the arrival of Mr. Theodosius Butler 
could induce her to leave the comer 
of the back d [^wing-room m which she 
was seated. 

** Now, Theodosius," said Miss 
Mai'ia Crumpton, after that ctilight- 
eued pamphleteer had nearly run the 
gauntlet of the whole company, *^1 
must introduce you to our new pupil.” 

Theodosius looked as if he cared for 
nothing earthly. 

“ She *B the daughter of a member o-f 
parliament," said Maria.—^Theodoaius 
started. 

And her name is-- t " he in¬ 

quired. 

" Mies Brook Dingwall," 

^ Great Heaven 1" poetically ex¬ 
claimed Theodosius, in a low tone. 

ill as Crumpton commenced the 
introduction lu iluc form, Miss Brook 
Dingwall languidly raised her head. 

“ Edward 1" she exclaimed, with a 
half shriek, on seeing the well-known 
nankeen legs. 

Fortunately, as M isa Maria Crumpton 
possessed no remai'kable share of pene¬ 
tration, and as it w'as one of the dqdu- 
matic arrangements tliat no attention 
was to he paid to Miss Lavinia's inco- 
lierent exclamations, she was perfectly 
unconscious of the mutual agitation of 
the parties ; and therefore, ^eing that 
the offer of his hand for the next 
quadrille, wiis accepted, she left him by 
the side of Miss Brook Dingwall. 

“Oh, Edward!" exclaimed that 
most romantic of all romantic young 
ladies, as ^le light of science neated 
himself beside her," Oh, Edward, is it 
you 1" 

Mr. Theodosius assured the dear 
creature, in tlie tnoat impassioned 
manner, that he was not conscious of 
being anybody but himself. 

“ Then why—why—^thle disguise T 
Oh I Edward M^Neville Walter, what 
have 1 not suffered on your account I" 

“ l^vitiia, bear me,” replied the 
hero, ^ his most poetic strain. " Do 
not condemn me, unheard. If any¬ 
thing that emanates from the soul of 
^uch a wretch mH, can occiipy a place 
in your recollection— [f any being, bo 
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yllci deaerve jciar notice—y™ may 
remember timt I once publislied a 
parophiet {and paid for its pubLication) 
entitled ‘ Cunaidenitiuns on the Policy 
of Removing the Duty on Does'-wasL.'” 

« I do—do ! " sobbed Lavlnia^ 
Thnt,'^ eojitinued the lover, waa 
a subject to which your fatliet was 
devoted heart and souJ.^^ 

He was—he was 1 ” reiterated the 
eentimentalisL 

“ 1 knew it,” continoed Theodosius, 
tragically j "I knew it—I forwarded 
him a copy- He wished to know me. 
Could I disclose n^y real name ? Never! 
No, 1 assumed tlist name which you 
liave so often pronounced in tunes of 
endearment. As M'NeviUe Walter, I 
devoted myself to the stirring cause j 
as M^Nevillc Walter, 1 gained your 
heart ; in the same character I was 
ejected from your by your 

father's domestics; and in no character 
at all have 1 since been enabled to see 
you. We now meet Again, and I 
proudly own that 1 am—Theodosius 
Butler,” 

The young laily appeared jierfectly 
satishod with this az'gurnentative ad¬ 
dress, and bestowed a look of tlie 


talked, and eighed for the remainder of 
the evening—how the Miea Crumptnns 
were delighted thereat. How the 
writing-msster continued to frisk about 
with one-'horue power, and how Lis 
wife, from some unaeeonn table freak, 
Lefl the whist^table m the little back 
parlour, and persieted iu displaying 
her green head-dress in the most con- 
spieuouA part of the drawing-room. 
How the supper con slated of amali 
triangular saudwichee iu trays, and a 
tart here and there by way of variety; 
and how the visitors consumed warm 
water disguiaed with lemon, and dotted 
with nutmeg, under the denomination 
of negus. These, and other matters 
of as mucli interest, however, we pass 
over, for the purpose of describing a 
Boefte of even more importance. 

A fortnight after the date of the 
ball, Cornelius Brook Dingwall, Esq., 
H P., was eeated at the same libra ry- 
tahlf, ajid hi the sante room, sa we have 
before described. He alone, and 
Ills face bore an expression of deep 
thuught and eolemii gravity—ho was 
drawing up ** A Bill for the better 
observance of Easter Monday.*^ 

The footman tapped at the door— 


most ardent affection ou tlio immortal 
advocate of bees'* wax. 

May I ho|w,” said he, that the 
promise your fathcr^s violent behaviour 
interrupted, may be renewed ! ” 

“Letua join tiik set,” implied L,a^ 
vinia, coquettiaiily—for girls of nine¬ 
teen can coquette. 

“No,” ejaculated ho of the nan¬ 
keens ; “ 1 stir nut from this spot, 
writhing under this torture oT sUspeuBC. 
Hay I—may i —hope I** 

** YOu may.'* 

" The promise is renow'ed \ ” 

«It is.” 

«1 have your pertnisstou!" 

“You have." 

“ To the fullest extent ?" 

“ You know it,” returned the blush¬ 
ing Lavinia. The eoutortions of tile 
Intereatmg Butler's visage expressed 
his raptures. * 

We could dilate upon the occur¬ 
rences that ensued. How Mr. Theo¬ 
dosius and Miss Lavinia danced, and 


the LegifJator started from hi» reverie, 
and “ Mists Crumpton” was an ngu need. 
Permission wag given for Miss Crump¬ 
ton to enter the Maria came 

sliding in, and having taken her seat 
with a due portion of afTeGthtlou, the 
footman retired, an<i the govern ess wae 
left alone witli the M P. Oh ! how 
she longed for the presence of a third 
jiarty I Even the facetious young gen*' 
tleiiian would liave been a relief. 

Miss Crumpton began the duet. 
She hoped Mrs. Brook Dingwall and 
the haudsome little hoy were in good 
health. 

They were. Mre. Brook Dingwall 
and little Frederick were at Brighton. 

“ Much obliged to you. Miss Crump¬ 
ton,” said Cornelius, in his most digui- 
fted manner, "for your attention in 
calling this morning. 1 should titfVe 
driven down to Hammerarnith, to see 
Lavinia, but your account was eu vtiy 
satisfactory, atid my duties in the 
House occupy me so much, tiiat 1 de- 
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termined to poe^tpon^ it fcr & 

How has she ^neoa !*’ 

**V’ery well indeed^ sir” returned 
M&ria, dr«tuimg to inform the fa-tlicr 
that ehe had gone off. 

Ah, I thought the plan on vvh^h 
f proceeded would be a match for 
hcr/^ 

Here was a favourable opportunity 
to eay tliat eorqebody else [lad been 
a matoli for her, But the unfortunate 
governess was unequal to the taek 

« You luve persevered etrictly in 
the line of conduct 1 prescribed, Miss 
Crumpton I” 

** Strictly* sir,'* 

“You tell me in your note that her 
spirits gradually improved." 

“ Very' much indeed, err." 

“To be sure. 1 was convinced they 
would,” 

“ But f fear, sir," said Miss Crump¬ 
ton, witli visible emotion, “ 1 fear the 
plan lias not succeeded, quite so well as 
we could have wisiied." 

“Not" exclaimed the pn^phet, 
“ Bless me ! Mia$ Crumpton, j^ou look 
alarmed. What haa happened f" 

‘‘ Miss Bruok Dingwall, sir—" 

Yea, ma’am ?" 

** Has gone, sir ”—said Maria, ex¬ 
hibiting a strong indjnatioa to faint. 

“Gone!” 

“ Eloped, sir.’' 

“ Eloped \ — Who with — when — 
where—how ?'' almost shrieked the 
agitated dipEomatist. 

The natural yellow of tho unfortu¬ 
nate Maria’s face changed to all the 
hues of the rainbow, as she laid a small 
packet on the member'e table. 

He hurriedly opened it A letter 
from bis daughter, and another from 
Theodosius. He glanced over their 
contents—“ Ere this reaches you, far 
distant—appeal to feelingie—love to 
di»tractionJ*-beea’-wax—slavery,” Ac., 
He dashed his hand to bis fore¬ 
head, and paced the room with fear¬ 


fully long etrides, to the great alaitn 
of the prrciBc Maria. 

“ Now mind ; from this time for¬ 
ward,” said Mr, Brook Dingwall, 
suddenly stopping at the table, and 
beating time upon it with his hand \ 
*' from tills lime forward, ] never will, 
undtT any circumstances whatever, 
permit a man who writes ])aniphlets 
to enter any other room of this houiie 
but the kitcEion.^—PH allow my daughter 
and her liu^^barid one Imndred and 
filty poiinda a-year, and never aoe 
their faces again; and, damme ! 
ma’am, I -ll bring in a bill for tlie 
abolition of fliiisliing-acbools !” 

Some time baa elapsed since tliis 
passionate declaration, Mr, and Mi'Si 
Butler are at present rusticating in a 
small cottage at Ball’s^pond* pleasantly 
situated in the immediate vicinity of a 
brick-field. They have no family, 
Mr. Theodosius looks very important, 
and writes incessantly ; but, in con¬ 
sequence of a gross combination on 
the part of publiahers, none of his 
productions appear in print His 
young wife begins to think that ideal 
misery is preferable to real unliap' 
pin ess; and that a marriage, contracted 
ill haste, and repented at leisure, is the 
cause of more substantial wretched¬ 
ness than sJiG ever anticipated. 

On cool refiexioD, Cornelius Brook 
Dingwall, Eaq., M.B,, was reluctantly 
compelled to admit tliai the untoward 
result of his admirable arrangements 
was attributable, not to the Miss 
Crumptons, but his own diplomacy. 
He however consoles himself, like 
some otlier small diplomatists, by 
satisfactorily proving that if his plans 
did not succeed, they ought to Iiave 
done so. Minerva House is in itafu 
qm, and “ The Misses Crumpton" 
remaiu in the peaceable and undis¬ 
turbed enjoyment .of all the advan¬ 
tages resulting from their Fmirinng* 
ScJiooL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TVOGfi'3 IT 


Okce upon fl time, there dwclt> fn a 
narrow street on the Suri'ey aide of 
the water> within three minutes’ walk 
of old London HridRCj Mr. Joseph 
Tugge—a little dark'faoed man, with 
shiny liair, twinkling eyes, ahort legs, 
and a body of very eoiisiderable thick¬ 
ness, Tueaaunng from the ct’titre button 
of biA waistcoat in fronts to the orna¬ 
mental buttons of his coat behitid. 
The hgnre of the amiable Mrs. Tugigs^ 
if not perfectly symmelncai, was de¬ 
cidedly comfortable ; and the form of 
her only daupliter, the accoiuplislied 
Miaa Charlotte Tuggs, was fast ri])en- 
ing into tliat state ot luxuriant plump¬ 
ness which had enciianted tlie eyes^ and 
capti^^ted the heart, of Mr. Jo^ph 
ill hiA earlier days. Mr. Simon 
only son, and Miss CharloUc 
Tuggs’aonly brother^ was as differently 
formed in body, as he w'ss differetitly 
constituted in mind,from tlie remainder ' 
of his family. There was tliat elonga- i 
tion in his thoughtful face, and tliat 
tendency to weakness in his iiitereEting j 
legs, which tell so forcibly of a great 
mind and romantic disjiosition. The 
slight^et traits of character in such a 
being, possess no mean interest to 
Speculative min da. He usually ap- 

pc.^rod in public, in capacious shoes 
with black cotton stockings; and w'aa 
observed to be particularly lAtBched to 
a black glazed stock, wUhout tio or 
omament of any depcnjitiuii. 

There is perhaps no profession, how¬ 
ever useful j no pursuit,, however 
meritorious; wliieh cau cscaiw the 
petty attacks of vulgar inJuds. Mr. 
Joseph Tiiggs waa a grocer. It might 
be ftupposod that a grocer beyond 
the breath of calumny ; but no—tlie 
tieighboure stigmatised liim as a 
chandler; and the poiaonoui^ vJice of 
envy diatineffy Mserleii tliat he dia- 
pensed tea and coffee by the ^^uarten, 
retailed sugar by the ounce, cheese by 


the aliccj tobacco the screw, and 
butter by the pat. These taunts,how¬ 
ever, were lost upon tile Tuggs^s. Mr» 
Tuggs attend^ to the grocery depart¬ 
ment ; Mrs. Tugga to the cheei*;- 
mongery; and Miea Tuggs to her 
education. Mr. Simon Tuggs kept hia 
father’^ books, and his own counsel. 

One fine spring afternoon, the latter 
gentleman was seated on a tub of 
weekly Dorset, behind the little red 
desk with a wooden rail, vihich orna* 
mented a corner of the counter; when 
a stranger dismounted from a cab, and 
hastily entered the shop. He was 
habited in black cloth, and bore with 
him, a green umbrella, and a blue 
bag. 

‘'Mr. Tgg^t” the strunger, 

inquiringly. 

“J/y name is Tuggs,” replied Mr, 
Simon. 

It *a the other Mr. Tuggs,” said 
tlie stranger, looking towards the gladS 
door wUicIi led into the parlour behind 
the shop, and on the inside of which, 
' the round face of Mr. Tuggs, senior, 
was distinctly visible, peepiDg over the 
curtain. 

Mr. Simon gracefully* waved his 
pen, as if in iutimatioii of his wish 
that his father would advance. Mr. 
Joseph Tugga, with coiiHiderable 
celerity, removed his face from the 
rurlain, and placed it before the 
stranger. 

1 come from the Temple," said the 
man with the bag. 

From the Temple I ” snld 
Tuggs, flinging ojieii the door of tlie 
little ]>arlour and disclosing Miss Tugga 
m perspective* 

** From the Temple I" said Miss 
Tugga and Mr. Simon Tuggs at tJie 
same moment. 

"From the Temple!” said Mr. 
JoBe|»h Tugga, turuiug aa paJo as a 
Duti^ cheese. 
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“Fmtn the Templej*’' repeiitcd the or half'quajtemft of bread, or pen¬ 
man witli tlie hAg j **fi'i>ra Mr. Cower^s, n^ortha of pepper, which'v ere to have 
the aoheitor'e^ Mr. Tuygs, 1 coogra- b«en *‘lcft till Saturday/' bnt which 
tulate jou, sir. Ladies, I wish you foi-tuiie had decreed were to bo left 
joy of your prosperity! ^Ve have alone altogether^ 
b^n aucjcesfifuL" And the man with certainly give up busi-* 

the bag leiagrcly divested himself of neBB,’^aaid Miss 'l^uggan 


his umbrella and };lovc,as a preliminary 
to almkitig Jiatids with Mr, Joseph 
T'upgS' 

Now tlie worde ^ w'o have been 


decideilly,*’ said Mrs. Tugga* 
"Simon ahall go to the bwV' 

Mr, Joseph IHigipjs, 

*^And I p]i*l! alw'aya sign myself 


successful,” had no sooner issued from /Cymoii in future," said Jiis son. 
the mouth of the man wdth the bag, “ And I .‘iball tall myseh Ciiarlotta,*' 
than Mr, Simon Tuggs rose from the said Miss Tugga, 
tub of weekly Dorset, opened his eyes "And you must aiwaya call ttit 
very wide, gasped ibr breath, made * Ma,’ and fatiiei:' * l*a/ " said Mp&, 
figurea of eight in the airwdtlt his p>en, Tugga 

and finally fell itito the arms of his " Yts, and Fa must leave ojf all 
anxious mother, and fainted away, \ his vulgar hab[ts,^' interposed Mies 
without the slightest ostensible cause Tugga, 

or pretence* " L *11 lake care of all that,*’ responded 

“ Water screamed Mrs. Tuggs, Mr.Josieph Tuggs, compiaccDlly. He 
"Look up, my son/^ exclaimed Air. was^atihatvery mo tnen beating pickled 
Tuggs. aaJmrm with a pncket-kmloH 

"faimonJ dear Simon I shrieked "We must leave town immediately],” 
Miea Tuggs* said Mr. Cymon Tuggs. 

"I *ni better now,” said Mr, Simon Every bod v coneoricd that this was 

Tugga* “ What 1 successful!” A i id J an indispensable prchniiiiary to being 
then, as corroborative evidence of his genteel. The question then arose, 
bciug better, he lainted awny agaiiij Where sliould they go 1 
and was borne into the little parlour " Gravesend 1" mildly ^nggestod Mr* 
by the united tflorts nf the remainder Joseph Tngi^s, The idea was iinani- 
of the familyj, and tho man with the moiisly routed. Gravesend was lote. 
bag. " Margate V* insumaied Mi’s. Tuggs. 

To a casual epectator, or to any one Worse and worse^—nobody iiicre,. but 
unacquatmed with tlie position of the tradespeople. 

family, this faintuig would have been " Drighton t'* Air. Cymon Tuggs 
unaccountable. To those who under- opposed an in»iuirmountable objection, 
stood the niisHion of the man with the All tlie coaches had been upset, in 
bag, and were moreover acquainted turn, wjtlinij the last three weeks; each 
widi the cxciuhility of the nerves of coach hi^ averaged two passengers 
Mr. Simon Tugga, it was quite com- killed, and six wounded; and, in every 
preheiisible* A Jong-pending law-suit caise, the newiapapers had distinctly un- 
respecting the validity of a will, had dmtood that “ no blame whatever waa 
been unex^iectcfiJy decided ; and Mr. attributable to the coauhrnan." 

Joseph Tugga waa die possessor of "Rfunagatel^ejaculated Mr.Cymou, 
twenty thoBhiind pounds. ' thoughtiully. To he sure : how stupid 

A prolonged c.>onsultation took place, i they must have b^u, not to have 
that night, in the little parlour—a con- I thought of that befure ! Tlamsgato was 
■ultatiuii that was to settle the future i just the place gl all uthers, 
deetinics of the Tuggt^’a, The shop ! Two months after tliis con versa tion, 
was sliut u}i, at an uituf^ually early tlie City of London iLarnagate steamer 
hour; and many were the uiiavailbig woa running gaily down the river* Her 
kicks bestowed upon the closed dor>r Hag was Hying, Jier band was playing, 
by applicants fur quartcrua of augar^ her paaaengers were conversing; 
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thing about her s^Aied g&y and lively. 
—No wonder—die Toggj»’a were oa 
board. 

"Changing,ain't it? ”siid Mr* Joseph 
Tuggs^Ui a bottle-green great-coat^with 
a velvet collar of the same, and a blue 
travelling-eiip witli a gold band* 

Soul-iii*piring,'^replied Mr.Cymoa 
Tuggs—be was entered at the bar, ' 

“ ^u.l-iiiifpirT.ng ! ** I 

** Deligluful morning, eir I ^ said a 
atoutiftlij military-looking geiitletnan in 
h blue eurtout buttoned tip to his chin^ 
and white trousers diaineddown to the 
soles of bis boota. 

Mr. Cymoiii I'ygps took upon bimsdf 
the rc^poofaibilUy of answering the ob¬ 
servation, ** Heavenly !" he replied, 

*‘You are an enthusiastic (Ufltnirer 
of the beau lies of Natuiiie^ sir 1 aaid 
the military gentleman. 

I am, * (sir/* replied Mr* Cymon 
TuggH. 

Travelled ttnich, flirl'* inq^uired 
the military gentleman* 

“Not miich,^^ replied Mr. Cymon 
Tuggs. 

“ You 've been on tho continent^ of 
course ? inquired tlm military gentJe- 
man* 

“Not exactly,'^ replied AEr. Cymon 
Tiiggs—ill a quahKed tone, as if he 
wished it to bo implied that he had 
gone half-way and come back again. 

“ You of course intend your son to 
make the grand toui% sirf'^ said the 
inildary gentleman, addressing Mr* 
JfMiph Tuggs* 

As M r* Jffiseph TuggB did not pre¬ 
cisely understand what the grand tour 
was, or how sucii an article ftas ftianu-^ 
faetured^he replied, “ Qfcourwe," Just 
os iio said the word, there c&me trip¬ 
ping up, from her iieat at tlie atevn of j 
the vessel* a young lady in a piice^ 
coloured silk ehpak, and boots of tlie 
same; with long black ringlets, lorge 
black eye«, brief petticoats, and unex¬ 
ceptionable ankles. 

“ Walter, my dear,*' eaid the young 
lady to the military gentleman. 

** Yea, Belinda, my lo%Cj” inesplinded 
the military getitletuan to tlie block- 
eyed young lady* 

^ What have yon left me alone bo 


long for 1 ” said the young lady, “ 1 
have been etared nut ot cotuitenatice 
by thoae rude young men.'' 

“ W'hat I stared at ? ^ exclaimed 
the military gentleman* with on em¬ 
phasis which made Mr* Cymon Tuggfi 
withdraw his eyes from the young 
lady^s face with inconceivable rapidity* 
“ Which young mea—where 1 ” and 
the military gendenian clenched his 
hst, aud glared feoriulJy on the cigar- 
smokers around* 

“ Be calm, Walter, I entreaty” isaid 
tile young lotly. 

“ I said the military gentle* 

, man. 

“ Do, sir,*^ interpoaed Mr. Cymon 
Tugga. “ They ain't worth your 
notice*” 

No—no—they are notj indeed^” 
urged the young lady. 

“ 1 will be calm,” said the military 
gentlemaa. “ You tpeak truly* sir* 1 
thank you for a timely lemoiistiance, 
which may liavs apared me the guilt 
of manslaugliter.” Calining his wrath, 
llie military gentleman wrung Mr* 
Cymon Tngga by the hand. 

My sister, sir! ” said Afr. Cymon 
Tug^:$ ^ seeing that the imlitary gen¬ 
tleman wa^ casEiiig an admiring look 
towards Miss Charlotta* 

“ My wife, ma'am — Mrs. Captain 
Waters,” said the inililary gentleman, 
presenting the black-eyed young loily. 

“ My mother, ma'am—M rs. Tuggf^” 
said Mr. Cymon. The milknry goutie- 
man and his wife mm'mm'cd enchant¬ 
ing Courtesies; and, the Tuggs*a looked 
as unembarrafified as they could* 

I Walter* my dear,” said the black- 
I eyed young lady, alter they had sat 
I chatting wiili tJie Tuggs^s some Wf 
i hour. 

I “Yes, my love,” said the military 
gentlemiui. 

" Don't ynii think this gentleman 
(with an inclinatifm of the head to¬ 
wards Mr. Cymon Tugga) is very much 
like the Martjuis Carriwini T " 

“ Lord bless me, very 1” said the 
military gcntleinan* 

“ It stiuck me, the moment I saw 
him,” said the young lady, gazing la¬ 
tently, and with a meJaneboly air, on 
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th« ECArlet countenance of Mr. Cymon 
Tuggs. M.r. Cymon Tuggn locked at 
everytxKiy; and ^finding that everybody 
was looking at him^ appeared to feel 
aome temporary diKculty in dUpusIng 
of his eyesight 

" So esactly the alrof the marquia,^’ 
Baid the miUtary gentlemati. 

"Quite eKtraordlnary !’" sighed the 
military gentleman's lady. 

“ You donH know the marquis^ etr 
inquired the military gentleman. 

Mr. €ymoa Tugga stammered a 
negative. 

*' If you did/* continued Captain 
Walter Waters, " you would feel how 
mitch reason you have to 1» proud of 
the resemblance^a most elegant man, 
with a most prepossessing appearance,** 

“ He is—he is indeed ! '* exclaimed 
Belinda Waters energetically* As 
her eye caught that of Mr. Cymon 
Tupgfl, she withdrew it from his fea¬ 
tures in bashful confusion. 

All this, washigidy gratifying io the 
feclinge of the Tuggs'sj and wKcHj in 
the course of farther conversatioti, it 
was discovered that Miss Cliarlotta 
Tugga was the /oc sifnile of a titled i 
relative of Mrs. Belinda Waters, and | 
that Mrs. Tuggs herstlf was the very , 
picture of the Dowsger Duchess of 
Dohhleton,, their delight in the acqui¬ 
sition of so genteel and friendly an 
acquaiDtaiice, ktiew no bounds. Even 
the dignity of Captain Walter Waters ' 
relaxed, to tliat degree, that he euAVred 
himself to be prevmkd upon by Mr* 
Joseph Tuggs,to partnke of cold pigeon- 
ie and Bherry,, on deck; and a moat j 
eltghtful conversation, aided hy these j 
agreeable stimulants, was prolonged, 
until they ran alongside Ranisfrate I^ier. 

“ Good by*e, dear I ** said Mrs. Cap¬ 
tain Waters to Miss Cliarlotta Tuggn, 
just before the bustle of landing com¬ 
menced ; “ wb eliaJl sec you on the 
Bands in the morning ; and, as we are 
Bure to have found lodgings before 
therif I hope we shall he iuseparatlea 
for many weeks to come,** 

“ Ohl I hope HOj'^eaid Miss Chariotta 
Tnggs, emphatically. 

“ TicketB, ladicfi and gcn'liii'a/* said 
(he man on the paddle-box. 


“Want a porter, air V* inquired i 
doxen men In smock-frocks. 

"Now, my dear’*' said Chptain 
Waters. 

" Good by*e ! ** aaid Mra. Captain 
I Waters—" good by*e, Mr* Cymon 1 ** 
and with a prexaure of tlio hand which 
tJirew the amiable young man*s nerves 
into a state of considerable derauge- 
m t;mt, Mrs. Captai n Waters d isnppeared 
among the croivd. A pair of puce- 
coloured boote were seen asceniiing the 
steps, a wiute handkerchief fluttet'ed, 
a black eye gleamed. The Waters's 
were gone, arid Mr. Cymou Tugge was 
alone in a hcartlcaB world. 

Silently and abstrnetedly, did that 
too sensitive youth follow Jiie revered 
parents, and a train of smock-frocks 
and wlieelbarrows, along the pier, until 
tlu^ bustle of tlie iM.'eiiC around,recalled 
him to himself. The sun was shining 
brightly; tiic aca, danqmg to its own 
music, rolled merrily in ; crowds of 
peo[)ie promenaded to and fro; young 
ladlea tittered ; old ladiei^ talked ; 
nurse-maids displayed their churma to 
the greatest pOB^ible advantage; and 
their little diargcs rsn up and down, 
and to and fro, and lu and out, under 
the feet, and between tiie leg^ of the 
assetnbletl concourse, in the moat play* 
ful aud exhilarating mauner. There 
were old gentlemen, trying to make 
out objecta tbmugh long telescopes; 
and young unea, making objects of 
tiiemaelves in open sLiirt-collars; 
ladies, carrying about portable diairs^ 
and portable chairs carrying obout in¬ 
valids; pardea^ waiting on ti>e pier for 
parties who had CHijiie by the Bteaitt- 
boat; and nothing was to be heard 
but talking, laughing, welcomiug, and 
mcrriinenk 

" Ply, Bir I ** exclaimed a ciiorua of 
fourteen men and six boy a, the mo¬ 
ment Mr. JoBcpii TuggA, at the head 
of his little party, set foot in tlie 
eti’cet 

** Het^e *s the gen'lm*n at laat 1 ** 
said one, touching his hat with mock 
poUtfLess. ** Werry glad fo see you, 
sir,—been a-waitiu* for ycu these six 
Weeks. Jump ip, if you please, sir !** 
Nice light dy jmd a fast trotter, 
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Bir/* said another : " fourteen mHe a 
houTf and eurruundin’ objects rendered 
inwiflible by eK^treine weJocity ! ” 

“ Large fly for jour luggaj'Op dr/* 
cried a third. “ Werry large fly here* 
air—reglar bluebottle 1’^ 

Here’s yxmr fly, air ! ** ehouted 
another asfiiring charioteer^ mounting 
the boat, and iDducIng an old gray 
horse to indulge m some imperfect 
retain iBcences of a canter. Look at 
liirU} rir !—^(emper of a Lamb and 
haction of a ateam-ingein !'* 

Resisting even tiie temptation of 
aecurirtg tiie services of So valuable a 
quadruped as the last named, Mr. 
Joseph Tufigs beckoned to the pro¬ 
prietor of a dingy conveyance of a 
greenish hue, lined with faded atriped 
Calico;and, tbe ]ug;;agesnd tiiefamily 
having been depos^ited tiieroin, the 
animal in the shaft!?] after deacriLing 
circles ni flte road for a quarter of an 
hour, at laat con^jitcd to depart in 
quest of lodgingH. 

^ Itovf inaiiy beds liave you got 1 ” 
screamed Mrs Tugga out of tJie fly, to 
the woman who opened the door of the 
first bougie which diepila 3 'ed a bill inti¬ 
mating that apartments were to be 
Let within 

How many did you wont, ma^aio 1 ” 
was, of course, die reply- 
Three” 

“ Will you etop in, ma’am 1 ** Down 
got Mrs. Tuggs. The family were 
delighted. Splendid view of tbe sea 
from tbe front windows—diarming ! 
A short pause. Bark came Mrs. Tuggs 
again.—One parlour and a uattresa. 

“ Why the deni didn’t they nay so 
at first 1 ** inquired Mr* Jo^pb Tuggs, 
rather pettishiy- 

** DonH know/* said Mrs. Tugga* 
WretchcB I ” eitclalmed the ner¬ 
vous Cyroon* Another bill—another 
stoppage. Same question—same answer 
—Bmiilar result. 

“^What do tliey meau by tliist” 
inquired Mr. JosephTugga, thoroughly 
out of temper. ■ 

Don’t haow/* said the placid Mrs. 
Tugg*, 

“ Ome the vay here, sir/' said the 
driver, by way of accounting for the 
Ho, > 


circumstanoo in a satisfactory manner * 
and ofT they went agaiu, to make freeL 
inquiries, and opcouoier fresh difiap* 
pointments* 

It had grown dusk when tlie "* fly" 
—the rate of whoso progress greatly 
belied its name—after cLienbipg up 
four or fl ve per pen dicular hi I la, stopped 
before the door of a du^ty house, with 
a bay window, from which you could 
obtain a beautiful glimpee of tbe sea^ 
if you thrust half your body out of it, 
at the imminent peril of falling into 
the area Mrs. Tuggs alighted* One 
ground-floor silting-room, and three 
cells with beds In them up stairs. A 
double house. Family on die oppoeite 
side. Fi ve children tn ilk- and-watering 
in the parlour, and one little boy, ex- 
pclled for bad behaviour, screaming on 
iiis back in tlie passage. 

'* What *a the terms 1 ** nud Mra* 
Tuggs* The mistress of the house was 
considering the expediency of putting 
on an extra guinea ; bo, coughed 
slightly, and affected sot to hear 
the question* 

*'What*fl the termfrl" Bald Mm 
Tuggs, in a louder key. 

“ Five guineas a week, ma*ani,^ 
attendance,” replied the lodging-houBe 
keeper. (Attendance tneauis the pri¬ 
vilege of ringing the bell aa often aa 
you like, for your own amusemenL) 

** Rather dear,** said Mrs* T'uggs. 

^ Oh dear, no^ ma’am ! ** replied tlie 
mistre;^ of the bouse, witli a benign 
smile of pity at the ignorance of man* 
Jiem and customs, which tlie obseerva- 
tion betrayed* ** Very cheap I *' 

Buch an authority was iudisputBhle. 
Mrs. Tuggs paid a wvek*a rent in 
advance, and took the lodgings for a 
tnonth* la au hour’s time, tlte family 
were seated at tea in their new 
abode, 

^ Capital arimps t ** said Mr* Joseph 
Tuggs, 

Mr* Cymon eyed his fatiicr with a 
rebellious scow], aa he emphaticaUy 
said »jSArimpj.” 

** Well then, shrimps,*' said Mr. 
Joseph Tuggs* “ tinuips or sbrimpa, 
don't much matter." 

There was pity, bleuded with ma- 
’ 14 
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lignityr in Mn Cjmon^* rje, aa he 
replied, ** Don^t m&tter, father I What 
would Captain Waters aay,if he heard 
aucli vulgarity t “ 

** Or what would dear Mra. Captain 
Waters say/' added Charlotta, “ if ehe 
saw mother— mit, I meati—eating 
them whole, heads aud all !^' 

“ It won’t hear thinking of! ” ejacu¬ 
lated Mr, Cymon, with a ehudder. 

How differeuti’" ho thought, « from 
the Dowager Duchess of Dobbleton ! 

** Very pretty w^oman, Mrs. Captain 
WaterSj is i^ho not^ Cymoul ** inquired 
Miss Charlotta. 

A glow of nervouB excitement 
passed over the countenance of Mr, 
CytnoQ Tugga, as he replied, An 
angel of beauty J'' 

** Hallo ! said Mr, Joseph Tuggs, 
** Hallo, Cymoxi, my hoy, take care» 
Married lady you Lnow ; ” and he 
winked one of bia twinkling eyes 
knowingly. 

Why" exclaimed Cymon, starting 
up wnh an ebullitton of fury, as un¬ 
expected as alarming, “Why am I ta 
be reminded of that blight of luy hap¬ 
piness, and ruin of my hopes 1 Why 
am I to be taunted witti tJic miseries 
which are heaped upon my head I Is 
it not enough to—to—to " and the 
orator paused ; but whether fur want 
of words, or lack of breath, was never 
distinctly ascertained. 

There was an impreesive solemnity 
in the tone of this addre^, and in the 
air with which the romantic Cymon, st 
tta conclusion, rang the bell, and do- 
^tmmdcd a ftat candlestick, which 
effectnaily forbade a rejdy. He 
stalked dramatically to bed, and the 
Tuggj’e went to Led too, half an hour 
afterwards, in a state of conbidentbk 
mystification and perplexity. 

If the pier had presented a scene of 
life and bustle to the Tuggs'e on tJieir 
first landing at Ramsgate, it was far 
surpassed by the appeEirauce of the 
sands on tlie moniing after their 
arrival. It was a fine, bright, clear 
day, with a light breeze from the sea, 
There wepp the aaine ladies and gemie- 
men,, the same cJuldren, the same 
DuniemaidB,, the Bame telescopefi, the 


same portable chairs. The ladles were 
employed in needlework, or watch* 
guard making, or knitting, or readbg 
novels ; the gentlemen were reading 
newspapera and nuigaziiieft; the ckll- 
dren were digging holes In tlie sand 
with wooden spades, and collecting 
water therein ; the imrseiiiaids, witti 
their youngeet char^e^ in their anns^ 
were muning in aftei^ the waves, and 
then running back with the waves 
after them ; and,now aud then,a little 
sailing-boat either departed witli a p'y 
and tukativo eu^o of ^laseerigcra, nr 
returned widt a very bilunt, and par¬ 
ticularly nneomfortsliledoDliiiig one. 

** Wellj I never ! crxclaimed Mm. 
Tuggs, as she and Mr, Joseph Tuggs, 
and Miss Cliarlotta Tugg$, and Blr, 
Cymon Tuggs, with tlieir eight feet hi 
a corresponding number of yellow 
shoes, seated themselves on four rush- 
bottomed chairs, which, helng places! 
ia a soft part of the sand, fortliwith 
sunk down some two feet aud a half— 
“ Well, t never I ** 

Mr. Cyinoii, by an exertion of great 
personal strength, up moted the chairs, 
and i^emoved iliieiii Jurther back, 

“Why, Dm bicis'd if there ain’t 
some ladles a-going in!’* exclaimed 
Mr Joseph Tuggs, with iutease asLo- 
nishment. 

“Lor, pn!” exclaimed Miss Chau‘- 
lotta. 

“There f>, my dear” said i!r. 
Joseph Tiiggia, Anti, ciioiigli, 

four youDg l^ies, each funiishtd widi 
a towel, tripped up the steps of a 
bathing-iq^hiiie. In wont the horse, 
floundering about in the water ; round 
turned the machine r down aat tlie 
driver ; and presently out burst the 
young ladies aforesaid, witli four dis¬ 
tinct npiasliefl. 

“ Well, that’s aiug'lrr, too I” ejacu¬ 
lated Mr, Joseph Tuggs, after an 
awkwal'd pause. Mr. Cymon coughed 
aiiglitly. 

“Why, here's some gentlemen 
a-goi^ in on tliis side," exclaimed 
Ml'S. 1 uggs, in a tone of liOTor. 

Three machines—three horaea— 
three flounderirtgs—tlirco tuniiige 
round—three epb^es—tlirce geatlo- 
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disport!n|^ tliem(K?lveB in the^ 
water Jike ao siahj dol[ihtns« 

“Well, ^A^lU > singTerT* said Mr* 
Joseph Tugga Agaiu« MifiS Charlutta 
coughed tliia tjine, and aiioLhcr pauae 
ensued, 1t was agreeably broten. 

ilifw d*j'o do, dear* We have 
been looking for you, all tho morn¬ 
ing/* said a voice to Miss Charlotte 
Tuggs. Mrs. Captain Waters was the 
owner of it. 

** How d'ye doT** said Captain 
Waiter Waters, all suavity \ and a 
most cordial iuterclnuige of greetings 
cneucd. 

“ Belinda, my Eove/* said Captain 
Walter Waters, applying his gL^6S to 
lets eye, and looking ju ttie direcEion of 
the sea. 

“Yes, my dear,** replied ^Hns, Cap¬ 
tain Waters. 


“There's Harry Thoinpfion 
“ AVUcre ? ” said ULdliida, applying 
her class tn her eye. 

'* Bathing.” 

“ Lor, 30 it is 1 He don^t see us, 
does he 1 ^ 


1 

/ 

! 


“ No, i ddn*t think he does,” replied 
the enj^tniti. “ Bless my soul, ligw 
very singular T' 

“ What 1'' inquired Belinda* 

“ Theresa Mary Golding, too*” 

** Lor !—where *" (Up went tho 
glass again*) 

** There t said the captain, pointing 
to ono of the young lollies befoi’e 
notlr>LJ, who, in her hatliing costume, 
looked aa [f she wmi enveloped in a 
patent Mookintesh, of scanty dirntfO- 
sions* • 

So it if^ 1 declare ! ” cicclnimoil '■ 
Mrs. Captain Waters. “ How very 
curious we sikould see them boih i ” 

“ Ver^'j” said the captain, with per¬ 
fect cooLncfls- 

“lt*a the reglar thing here, you 
see,” whispered Mr* Cymon Tuggfi to 
his father. 

“ I Bce it is,” wliifljiored Mr* Joseph 
Tuirgs in reply, “ Queer tliongh—ftin*t i 
it {” Mr^ Cymon Tu/gs iindded a^ent, 
“ What do you think of doing with 
yourself tliis morning ! ” inquired 
tlie captaiiL “ShalJ we lujach at 
PegwelL T ** 


“ I should like that very much in¬ 
deed,"* interposed Mrs. Tiiggs. Slie 
had never heard of Fegwdl * but the 
worfl “lunch ” had reached her ears, 
ajid it sounded very agreeably, 

“ How ahail we go 1 ** inquired the 
captain j “ it's toO' warm to walk.” 

“ A shay snggesled Mr. Joseph 
Tnggs* 

“ Chaise/' nhiRpered Mr. Cymon. 

“ 1 siiLUild think one would be 
enough,” said Mr. Joseph Tuggs abud, 
quite unconscious of the mesning of 
t he correction. “ H owever, two aliaya 
if you like” 

” I should like a donkey fo much,’* 
said Belinda. 

“Oil, 80 should 11" echoed Char- 
lotta, ISigga. 

“ Well, we can have a fly,” suggested, 
the captain^ “and you cau have a 
couple of donkeys*’^ 

A fresh difficulty arose. Mrs. Cap¬ 
tain Waters declared it would be 
decidedly improper for two ladies tO' 
lide alone* The rtmedy wag obvious, 
Perhaps; young Mr. Tuggs would be 
gallant enough to accompany them, 

Mr. Cyincn Tuggs blushed, smiled, 
looked vaciTit, and faintly protested 
tliat he was no horsefnan. The ohjec- 
tion was at once overruled. A fly waa 
speedily found \ and three donkeys— 
which the proprietor declared on his 
solemn asaeveratton to he ** three parte 
blood* and tlio other corn ”—weru 
engaged in the service. 

“ Kim up 1** aliouted one of the two 
boys who followed beliind, to propel 
the donkeySt when Belinda Waters 
and Charlotta Tugge had been hoisted, 
and pushedj and pulled, into their 
respective sidles, 

“ Hi—hi—hi [ *' groaned the other 
boy behind Mr. Cymon Tuggs. Away 
went tlie donkey, with the atSrrups 
jingling against the heels of Cymon*a 
boots, and Cymon’e boots nearly 
scraping the ground. 

^ Way—way I Wo—o—o—o— ! ” 
cried Mr. Cymon Tugge m well as he 
could* in the midst of the jolting. 

“Don't make it p-ilop !” acreamed 
Mrs, Capliaiti Waters, behind* 

« My donkey mil go into the publlo- 

r 2 
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shrieked Misi ia the 

rear^ 

“ Hi—hi—hi 1 ” ^oftned buth the 
bfijB together j aod on went tlie don¬ 
key a u if notliisg would ever etop tbenip 

EveryLhing bas an end^ however \. 
even the gatJoping of donkeyq will 
ceaiie in time. The aulmal which Mr. 
Cymon Tiiggs beatfodOp feeling sundry 
uncomfortable tuga at the bit^ the 
intent of which lie could by no meana 
divine, abruptly sidled againat a bri^^k 
wall, Bjid expressed his nnea$ii^e9S by 
grinding Mr. Cymou Tuggs's leg on 
the rough stirfaee, Mrs. Captain 
Waters's donkey^ apparentiy under 
the influence of some piayfulneaa of 
Spirit} rushed suddenly^ head brstj 
into a hedge, and declined to come 
out again; and the quadruped oti 
witicb Miss Tuggft was mounted^ ex-1 
pressed his delight at tide humorous 
proceeding by firmly planting hi a fore¬ 
feet against the ground^ and kicking 
tip bis U!nd-legs in a very agib} but 
somewhat alarming manner. 

This abrupt termination to the ra¬ 
pidity of the ride, naturally occaaioned 
Bome confusion. Both the ladies irg- 
dulged in vehement Bcrcaiiiing for 
several minutes ; and Mr, Cymon 
Tuggs, besides sustaining intense 
buddy pain, had the addtttonal mental 
anguish of witnessing their distfeasing 
situation, without liaving the power to 
rescue them, by roason of liis leg being i 
iinnly screwed In between the animal i 
and the wall. The efforts of the boys, 
however, assisted hy the ingeniims 
expedient of twisting the tail of the 
most rebellious donkey, restored order 
in a much shorter time than could 
have reasonably been expected, and 
the little party jogged slowly on 
together. 

Now let *i>m walk,*' eaid Mr. 
Cymon Tuggs* It 'a cruel to over¬ 
drive 'em.” 

** Werry well, sir” replied the boy, 
with a grin at liis companion, a& if he 
underatood Mr. Cymon to mean that 
the cruelty applied lese to the animals 
than to their riders. 

“What a lovely day, dear E** said 
Charlotta. 


“ Charming ; enchanting, dear I ” 
reflponded Mrs. Captain Watens. 
“ Wliat a beautiful prospect, Mr. 
Tuggs! ” 

Cymon looked full in Belinda's 
Tace, as he responded-^” Beautiful* 
jnde^ E” The lady cast down her 
eyes, and suffered tJie animal she was 
riding to fall a little book. Cymon 
Tugga inatinetively did the same. 

Tliere was a brief silence, broken 
only by a ^igh from Mr, Cymon Tuggs. 

Mr, Cynmi],'‘ said the Udy bud- 
denly, in a lowtonej“Mr, Cymon—I 
am another's.'* 

Mr. Cymon expressed his perfect 
concuireuce In a btatemeut which it 
was impoflsible to controvert 

“ If 1 had not been—” resumed Be* 
linda ; and there abe stopped. 

“What—wliatl" said Mr. Cymon 
earnestly. “ Do not torlui'e me. W'hat 
would you Bay ? ” 

If I had not heenr — continued 
Mrs. Captain Waters—in earlier 
life, It Imd been n^y fate to have Imown, 
and been beloved by, a noble youtli—a 
kindred soul—a congenial s[iirlt—one 
capable of feeling and app]i'eciatijig 
the aentiments which—” 

" Heaveus ! what do 1 licar! '* ex¬ 
claimed Mr. Cymon TnggBk “Is it 
possible J can i behove my—Come 
up ! ” tTliis last imsentimeutal par- 
enthcBis was addressed to the donkey, 
wlio with his hood between hia fore¬ 
legs, appeared to be examining the 
Btaie of his shoes with great anxiety.) 

“ Hi—hi—In,” said the boy a behind* 
“ Come expofltolated Cymon 

Tufige again. “ Hi—hi—hi,” rejKjated 
the boys. And whether it was that the 
animal felt indignant at the »ne of 
Mr. Tuggs's command, or felt alarmed 
by the noise of the deputy proprieioris 
boots mnnijig behind liim ; or whether 
he burned with a noble emulatioD to 
outstrip the other donkeya; certain it 
IB that he no sooner heard the second 
eeries of “hi—hj'a,” than he started 
awaj^ with a celerity of pace which 
jerked Mr. Cymmi's hat ofi, instonta- 
neously, and carried him to the Feg- 
weil Bay hotel in no time, where he 
depoiitod hit rider without giving him 
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the trouble of diemotiotingf by eaga- 
ciously pitclliiig him over hie bead^ 
iDto th^ very di'Kirway of tho t&vern. 

Great waa the confueion of Mr, 
Cymon Tug^ when ho waa put, right 
end uppei'CDuatj by two waiters ; con- 
8idei%ble was the alarm of Mri. 
Tuggs in behalf of her aqu ; agonizing 
were the A|>prehen8iaee of Mra. Cap¬ 
tain Waters on Iris account It was 
epoedily discovered, howevtr, tliat he 
had not euataiiied tnuclL more injury 
Iban the dotikey—he was grazed, and 
tile animal wim grazing—and then it 
wflw a d^ligluful party to be sure I 
Mr. and Mrs. Tiiggs, and the captain, 
had orH«rcd luncli in the little gar¬ 
den behind t '—MiiaU saucers of large 
isiirinips, <labs of butter, crusty Iqavoe, 
and bottled oJe. The aky was without 
a cloud ; there wci‘e flower-pota and 
turl Lietore them ; die sea, frqiji tlie foot, 
of tine cliff, strcicliing away ns far as 
the eye could diMi^em anything at all j 
vessels ill Uij dieiance with Bails aa 
white, and a^i small, as nicely-gobup 
cambric haiidkercinefa. The slirimjia * 
were deligiitful. Hie alo better, and 
the captuiu even more pleasant cliaii 
either* Mrs. Cafitain Waters waa in 
tuck spirits after lunch!—chasing, lirst 
the captain across the tuiT, and among 
the fifiwcr-pots; and then Mr. Cymem 
Tu^s; and then Miss Tuggs^ and 
Uu^hing, too, quite hoiElorouhJy, But 
as the captain eaid, it didu^t matter^ 
who knew wliat they were, there f 
For all the people of the house knew, 
they might be common people. To 
which Mr* JoHL^ih Tuggs retfiponded^ 
“To be fture.’^ And then fliey w^ent 
down the steep wooden stejj® a little 
further on, which led to the bottom 
of tlie cliff: and looked at the crabs, 
and tlie seaweed, and the ccis, till it 
was more tlian fully time to go back 
to Ihunsgate again, Finally, Mr, 
Cymon Tugga juuended the steps lust, 
and Mrs. Captain Waters last but 
one; and Mr. Cymon Tuggs disco- 
vcretl tliat the foot and ancle of Mrs, 
Captain Waters, were even urt- 
eacepdonabJe than he bad at lirst sup¬ 
posed. 

Taking a dunkey towards liis ordi- 


I nary place ef rcHidence, is a very dif« 
j ferent things and < a feat much more 
easily to be accomplished, tlian taking 
him from it It requires a great deal 
of foresight and presence of mind in 
the one case, to anticipate the nume- 
roua flights of hie discursive imagina¬ 
tion \ whereas, in the other, ail you 
have to do, is, to hold on, and place a 
blind conhdence in the auimaU Mr, 
Cymon Tuggs adopted the latter expe¬ 
dient on his return ; and his nerves 
were so little diseompofied by the 
journey, that he distinctly understood 
tliey were all to meet again at the 
library in the evening. 

The library was cros'ded. There 
were the same ladies, and the same 
geutlemen, who had been on the sands 
in the morning, and on die pier the 
day before* There were young ladies, 
in uiaruon-colouTied guwnei and black 
velvet bracelets, dispem^ing fancy ar- 
ticieB in tJie shop, and preaiding over 
games of chance in the couoert'room* 
There were msrrlAgeahle daughters, 
' and marriage-making mammas,gaming 
atid promenadmg, and turning over 
mubie, and flirting. There wero some 
male beaux doing the Bentimental in 
whispers, and others doing the fero¬ 
cious in moustache- There were Mrs, 
Tuggs in amber, Miss Tuggs in sky- 
blue, Mrs* Captain Watci's in pink 
There was Captain Waterij in a braided 
siirtout; tliere was Mr. Cymon TnggS 
in pumps and a gilt waistcoat; there 
was Mr* Jooepii Tugge in a blue coat, 
and a ahirt-frill. 

“ Numbers tlirec, eight, and eleven^* 
cried one of die young ladles in the 
mu'oon-coloured gowns. 

^ N umberB three, el ght, and eleven 1” 
echoed another young lady in tlie 
same uniform. 

" Number three *a gone^" naid the 
flrvt young lady* “ Numbers eight and 
eleven ’ ** 

^ Nutnbera eight and eleven!’’ echoed 
the second young lady. 

“ N umber eight *a gone, Mary Ann,” 
said the first young lady. 

“ Number elevenP' Bcreaiued ilia 
second, 

** The Dutabere are eJl taken now. 
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l&dies, if you pleaBo/' said tbe fir^L 
Thfl reprefi«Qtativ€s of nurobers 
tlirte, eight, and oLeven, and the 
of the numberOf ctuwded round the 
tabb- 

‘‘ Will you throw, said 

the presiding goddess, handing the 
dice-box to the eldest dsugiiter of a 
biout four girls, 

There wus a profound siJeaee among 
the liK>kers on. 

** Throw, Jane, my dear ” said the 
etout lady, An interesting display of 
LiisJiluJnesfl^A little blusJiing in a 
cajnbrie liandkerciiicf^-a whispering 
to a younger sister, 

AmeiiH, tny dear, throw for yotir 
sister," said tlie stout lady ■ atid then 
she turned to a walking advertisement 
of Rowland's Macassar Oil, who steod 
next lier, and said, ** Jane is so rery 
modes! a-tid retiring; but I can't be 
angry with her for it. An artiest and 
uiisophistJctited girl is io truly amiable, 
that 1 often wLsh Ajnelia was more like 
her sister! ** 

The gentleniMi with the whiskers, 
whisper^ his admiring approval. 

Now, my dear!" and the stout 
lady. Miss Amelia threw—eight lor 
her slater, ten for hertolf. 

" Nice figure, Amelia," whiHjjored 

the «tQlit ^ady, to a thin youth beside 
her, 

“ Beautiful J ” 

And itLch a spirit! I am like you 
ii] that rospoct. 1 can not lielp 
admiring that life and %'lvacity. 
Ah I (a sigh) I wJah 1 could make 
]>oor J aue a little more like my dear 
Amelia 1 ” 

The young gentleman cordially ac¬ 
quiesced in the sentiiuent ^ Lotli he, 
and the individual first addressed, 
were perfectly comented. 

Who's this 1 ** inquired Mr. Cymon 
Tuggs of Mrs. Captain Waters, as a 
slioi't female, in a blue velvet hat and 
feathers, was led into the orchestra^ by 
a fat mau in bi&ck tights, and cloudy 
Berlins. 

Mrs. Tippin, of the London 
theatres/’ replied Belinda, referxing 
to the programme of the concert* 

The talented Tippin having conde- 


seendingly ackaowledged the dapping 
of hands, and slioute of '‘bravo!’* 
which greeted her appearance pro¬ 
ceeded 10 sing the popular cavatina of 

Bid mo discoumc,** accompajiied on 
the piano by Mr, Tippin ; after which. 
Mr, Tippin sang a comic song, occom* 
panied on the piano by Mi's* Tippin: the 
applause coasequent upon whkii, was 
only to be exceeded by the euthueiastie 
approbation bestowed upon an air with 
variations on the guitar, by Miss 
Tip])in, accomjianied on tlie chin by 
Mx'^ter Tippin. 

Tlius passed the evening ] thus 
passed the days and evenings^ of the 
Tijpga% and the Waterses, for eix 
weeks. Sands in the morning— 
donkeys at noon—pier in the after¬ 
noon—Jlbiary &t night—and tlie same 
people everywhere* 

On tiiat very night six weeks, the 
moon was shining brightly over tlie 
ealtui sea, wliidi dftBlieti against the 
feet of tile toll gaunt clifTSj with just 
enough noise to lull the old ^>>11 to 
sleep, without disturbing ilic young 
ones, when two figures were discernible 
—or w'ould have been, if anybody 
had looked fur them-—seated ou ojie of 
the wooden benches wliicli are sta¬ 
tioned near the verge of the westeni 
cl IF. The moon had climbed Inglier 
into tfie heavens, by two hours’ jour¬ 
neying, since tlinse figures first sat 
down—and yet they hod moved not. 
The crowd of loungers liad thitiiied 
and dispersed; the noise of itinerant 
musicians had died away ; light after 
light Itod appeared in the wiudoviii of 
tlie dilfeftjit houses in the disiance; 
blockade^man after blnckoiie-niaii had 
posacd tlie spot, wending his way to¬ 
wards his solitary pL>st; and yet those 
figures bad remained stationai-y. Somo 
ponitiiis of the tivo forms were in deep 
shadow, but tiie light of ilie moon fell 
strongly on a puee-eoloured boot and 
a glazed fttoek. Mr. Cymon Tugga, 
and Mrs, Captain Waters, were seat^ 
on that bench. They spoke no^ but 
wereoailentiy gazing nu the 

“Waiter will return to-morrow," 
said Mrs. Capiain Waters, moumfutly 
breaking silence. 
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Mr* CymoTi Tujrj^s fligHed lit* a gnat 
vfiud througii r foreat of gooseberry 
Uuhliea, as he rep ** A bs I he wLIL^* 
Ohj Cymoti t resumed Belindaj, 
^‘the chaste delight^ tlie calin lieppi^ 
ness, of this one week of Platonic love, 
is too inucli for ntel 

CjTnon was atoot to suggest tliat it 
waa too little for him, but he stopped ! 
himself, and murmured unmtelligibiy* 

** And m think that even 
of tiappmefifi, inuocent as it is," eit- 
claimeJ Belinda, now to be lost 
fur ever ’ ” 

Oh, ilo nnt say for ever, Belinda,” 
exclaimed the eKcitahle Cymon, an 
two atr<oiigly-defiued tear» chased each : 
other down his pale inee—it waa bo 
lung tlmt there was ]jlenty of room for 
a chaso—** Do imt aay for ever ! ” 

1 must,” rejdied Belinda* 

Wliy 1" urged (Jymon, ^‘oh why 1 
Such Platonic auquaintonee ns ours, is 
ho hu-mless, ihiic e^eli yOur husband 
can never olijcct to it*” 

“ My hii!^liand !” exclaimed Belin¬ 
da* You httle liiiow him. Jealous 
and revengiduJ ; ferocious in his re- 

vciige^n nuniiac in his jealousy ! 
Would y'tni be nssasslnated before my 
eyes * ” Mr* Cymoii Tu^gs, in a voice 
htYiken by emuthoii, ex presided his dlls- 
iiiL'Iiniiition tu undergo the process of 

assasslnaiioii befurc tlie eyes of any'^ 
body* 

Then leave me,’" said Mre. Captain 
Waters. “Leave me, this nigh^ for 
ever. It is late ] let us return.” 

Mr* Cj muu Tuggn sadly offered the 
lady his arm* and escorted her to her 
loJgiiign. Ho paused at th* door—he 
felt a Platvmic pressure of iiis hand. 
“ Good night," he stud, hesitating, 

** Good ni^ht,” sohhed the lady* 
Mr. C) mon Tug;^^ paused again. 

Won’t you wur'k in, sir said the 
servant Mr. Tuggs hesitated* Oh, 
that hesitOitiun 1 He did walk in* 

“ Good night !" said Mr* Cymon 
Tuggs again, when he reached the 
- drawitig'Tooni* 

“ Good iii;;ht!” rcpUcd Ballnda i 
aiul, if at any period of my life, I— 
Hush I ” The Ifcly paused, and stared, 
with a Eteady gaze of horror, ou the 


ashy eounteuuioe of Mr. Cym on Tuggs. 
There was a double LdocIl at die 
street-floor. 

It is my husband ! ” naid Belinda^ 
as the captaiii'a voice was heard beluw, 

^ And my family 1 ” added Cymon 
Tugga, as the voices of hia irelativea 
floated up tlie stairc&ae. 

" The curtain 1 The curtain ! ” 
gMped Mrs. Captain Waters, pointing 
to llie window, before which some 
chintz hangings were closely di'awn. 

But 1 liave done nodi I tig wrong, 
said the hesitatlug Cymun. 

“ The curtain 1" reiterated die fran¬ 
tic lady; ** you will be murdered*’^ 
This lost appeal to ids feelings was 
irre^Btible. The dismayed Cymon 
concealed himself behind tlie curtAjn, 
with pantomimic suddenness* 

Enter tlie captain, Joseph Tugga, 
Mrs. Tugga, and Chnrlotta. 

“ My dear,” said the captain, 
“ Lieutenant Slaughter*” Two iron- 
shod boots and one gruff v^jice were 
heard by Mr. Cymon to advance, and 
acknowledge the Iidhout of the iutro- 
duccion. The sabre of the lieutenant 
rattled heavily upon the floor, as he 
seated hittiseir at tlie table* Mr* 
Cymon'e fears almost overcame hia 
reason. 

** The brandy, my dear 1 ” said the 
captain* Here was a situation I They 
were going to make a night of it f 
And Mr. Cymotn Tugga was pent op 
behind the curtain aod afraid to 
breathe! 

** Slaughter,” oaid the captaiOf *^a 
cigar I” 

Now, Mr. Cymon Tugga pevcT 
could smoke, without feeling it Indis- 
peiisably ueceeaary to retire, inline- 
diatcly, and nev^ could Buiell aiuoke 
without a strong dispohitiim to cough. 
The cigars weiM introduced; the cap¬ 
tain was a professed smoker; so was 
the lieutenant; so waa Joseph Tuggs* 
Tlic apartment was sinall, the door 
WM eJoeed, the smoke powerful; it 
hung in he.ivy wreathes over tlie room, 
and at length found its way behind the 
curtain. Cymon Tugga held his nose, 
bia mouth, hia breaSi. It was allot 
no use-^out caiue the cough* 
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BIu 9 my tou]Hoid the capt&id, 
** 1 beg yciidf- p&rdoB^ Miee Tuggn. Yqu 

dinllke amoking 1’* 

** Ohf no} 1 doa^t indeed/' said 
ChftrlDitt&, 

“ Jt m&koeyou cough.'* 

Oh dear no/' 

** You cougliod just now/' 

** Me, Captain WaLcts ! Lot! how 

can you ao 1 ” 

^mebody coughed," iaid the 
captaizi. 

1 certainly thought so/' mid 
Slaughter* Koi everybody denied it. 
** Fancy/' Attid the captain. 

" Muat echoed SJaughter* 

Cigare reeumed—moz% smoke^ 
uiotlier conch—emothered,but violent, 
^^DaiTiTied fidd]"aiud ^le captain, 
Blaring about him* 

^^Sing'ler J” ejaculated the uncon- 
Bcioua Mr. Joaepli Tiigga. 

Lieutenant Slaughter looked first at 
one perenn mystenouRly, then at ano¬ 
ther * then, laid down hie cigar , then, 
approached the window on tiptoe, 
and pointed with his right thumb over 
hia ehoulder, in the direction of the 
curtain. 

Slaughter I” ejaculated the cap* 
tain, rising from table, " what do you 
mean t" 

The lieutenant in reply, drew back 
the cui'tain and discovered Mr. Cyjnon 
Tugge behind itj pallid with appre- 
heuaion, and blue with wauling to 
cough. 

“ Aha 1" exclaimed the captain, 
furiously*“ What del see 1 Slaughter, 
your aabre I" 


I " Cymon !” screamed tlie Tuggs^a. 

** Mercy !'* eaid Beliiida* 

** platonic i'* gaaped Cymon. 

" Your aabrer' roared the captain: 
" Slaughter—luihaiid me—the vllitin^a 
life ! 

^fu^der !" screamed the Tugg^'e, 
** Hold him fast, air!" fahiUy urti* 
culaied Cytuon* 

“ WatfiT I" e^tcUimed Joeeph Tuggs 
—and Mr. Cj'mon 'f’uggfl a4id ail the 
ladies forthwhJi fainted away, and 
fortned a tableau* 

Moat willingly would we conceal the 
disastrous termination of the six 
weekfl* acquaintance. A troublesome 
form, and au arbitrary custom, how¬ 
ever, prescribe that a story should 
have a Conclusion, in addition to a 
, commen Cement ; we have therefore 
tio alter native. LieuLenant Slaughter 
brought a imssagc — tlic captain 
brought ail artlnn. Mr Joseph Tuggs 
interposed—the lieutenant negociated. 
When Mr. Cvmon Tuggs recovered 
from tlie nervous disorder into which 
misplaced affection, and exciting cir- 
' cumstances, had plunged him, he 
I found that hie family had lost their 
I pleasant acquaintance: that Ins fatiier 
I was minus fifteen bundled potinda; 
■ and the captain plus tlie ]n‘ecisc sum* 
The money wae paid to husli tlie mat¬ 
ter up, hut it got abniad iiotwrthatand* 
ing; and tlicre are not wanting some 
who affirm that three de^^igning im* 
postors never found more eaey dupes^ 
than did Captain Waters, Mrs. 
Waters, and Lieutenant Slaughter, in 
the Tugga's at Komsgate* 
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“ my Jot*, ho paid TcrOBA 

very ^F<!jLt Attontinu on tlio lA6t as- 
eenibly inTglit^" m\tX Mr®. MaLdorldn, 
addrewilnj^ her spoiiJw^ whOf after the 
fatij^ues of the day in the Cityj was 
Hitting with a nitk Jiand kerchief over 
ilia head, ojid his ^eeit on the fender|, 
drinking hia port;—very groat at- 
tentiion; and I aay again,, every poflflible 
encouragement ought to be given him. 
lie poeitivuly must be asked dofvn 
here to dine/" 

“Whomustl^* inquired Mr, Mal- 
derton. 

Why, you know whom T tnaan, 
my dew—the young man with the 
black whiskerttand tlie while cravat, who 
hu ju^t come out at our aa&embly, 
and whom all the Ara taJking 

about. Voung-dear me I wliat’s 

hiB name 1—Marianne, what t> his 
name continued Mrs. Malderton, 
addressing her youugest daughter, 
who WBR engaged in netting a purse^ 
and looking ibeiitnnentaL 

“ Mr. iloratm Spar kina, ma,*' re¬ 
plied Misa Marianne, with a eigh. 

“ Oh 1 yes, to be sure — Horatio 
.Spar kins/’ said Mrs, Malderton, 
Uecidedly the most gentleman-li ke 
young man t ever naw, 1 am aure, in 
the beautifully-made coat* he wore 
the other nighty he looked like— 
like-—” 

Like Prince Leopold, tna— w> 
noble, so full of sentiment I** suggested 
Marianne, in A tone of enthusiastic 
admiration. 

You should recolTect, my dear/* 
resumed Mrs. Maldertou, ^^Lliat 
Teresa is row eight'And^twenty^ ftud 
Hhat it really is very imporunt that 
something should he done/* • 

MianTereaa Malderton was a very 
little girl, rfither fat, with Vermillion 
cheeks, but good-hutooured, and BtiU 


disengaged, although to do her justice, 
the □liafortune arose from no lack of 
persevei-Ance on her part In vain, 
had she flirted for ten years ; in vain, 
had Mr+ and Mrs. Mahler ton assidu¬ 
ously kept up an eatcfisive acquaint¬ 
ance among Uie young eligible 
bachelors of Camberwell, and even 
of Wandsworth and Brixton ; to say 
nothing of those who “ dropped in’* 
from town. Misa Maldarton. was as 
well known aa tlie lion on the top of 
Northumberland House, and liad ui 
rqiLsI chance of **going off** 

" I am quite eure you’d like him/’ 
continued Mm» MiddeL-toc^ **heie so 
gentlemanly !” 

“ So clever 1” said Miss Mananne. 

“And has such a flow of languagal** 
added Mins Toresa. 

** He has a great reapeet for you, 
my dear/’ said Mra Malderton to her 
husband. Mr. Malderton coughed, and 
looked at the fire^ 

**Yea, I’m sure he *a very muct at¬ 
tached to pa's society/* eaid Miss 
Marianne^ 

“ No doubt of it/’ echoed Mias 
T erevAH 

** Indeed, he said as much to me in 
confidence,’'observed Mrs. Malderton. 

“ Well, well/’ returned Mr, Ma 1» 
derton, somewhat flattered ; if 1 see 
him at the assembly tO-moiTOW, per- 
hapa I’ll ask him down. 1 hope he 
knows we live At Oak Lodge, Camber¬ 
well, my dear ? '* 

“ Of course—and that you keep a 
ooe-horse carriage.” 

“ 1 ’ll see about it,” said Mr. Mal- 
derton, composing himself fur a nap ; 
“ 1 ’Jl see about iL’* 

Mr. Maldertoa wag a men whose 
whole scope of ideas was limited to 
Lloyd’s, tbs Exchange^ the India 
House, And tlie Bank. A few success" 
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fal sp^culatiopft riis^d hini from 
a Bitiuktinii of obsourity oud cnmpora- 
tive poverty, to a of &1flueiio«» 

Aa frequently happens in such ea^a, 
the ideas of himself ajid his family 
became elevated to an extraordinary 
pitch aa their means increased; they 
afl^ted fjiahion, taate^ and many other 
fooleries^ in imitation of their bettera, 
and had a very decided and becoming 
horror of anything ivhich couldj by 
possibility, be coiiMideced ^oa^, He was 
hospitable fr^nn o^tehlation, iULberaL 
from icniorance, and prejudiced from 
concoiL E^jotism and tlic Jove of dis^ 
play Induced him to keep an excel lent 
tablei convenience^ and a love of good 
things of this lite^ ensured him plenty 
of guests. He liked to have clever 
men, or what be considered such, at 
his table, because it ivaa a great thing 
to talk about ; hut he never could 
endure what he called aharpfelloifVfl.''^ 
Probably, he cherished this teellng out 
of compliment to his two sons, who 
gave their respected parent no uneash 
neea in that particular. The family 
were ambitious of furmlng acquaint 
tajices and connexions in some sphere 
of society su[>erior to that in which 
they themselvea moved ; and oae of 
tb« necessary consequences of this 
desire, added to their utter ignorance 
of the w'prld heyobd their own Btnall 
circle, was, tliat any oue who could 
lay claim to an acquaintance with 
people of rank and title, had a sure 
passport to tlic table at Oak Lodge, 
Camberwell, 

The appearance of Mr. Horatio 
Sparkina at the assembly, had excited 
no amall degree of surprise and curi^ 
oeity among its I'cgiilar frequenterg^ 
Who could he be ^ He was evidently 
reserved, ancL apparently melancholy. 
Was he a clergyman ?—He danced tijo 
well. A barnnLer I — be said he was not 
called* He u^d very fine words, and 
talked a great dcaU Could he be a dis¬ 
tinguished hiTcigiibr, come to England 
for the purj^ijse of describing the 
coualry, its nmiinei^ and customs ; 
and frequenting public balbi and public 
dinAers, wiUi the view of Iwooming 
acquainted with high life, polished eti* 


quette and English refinement Ko, 
he had not a foivign accent, Wm ho 
a surgeon, a contributAir to the maga* 
zincs, a writer of fushionable novels, 
or an arti^it ?^No ; to each and all of 
these sumiisea, there existed sonic 
valid objeetlon.—Then,’* said every 
body, ** he must be tomtbodyM**—** I 
should think he must be,** I'cssoned 
l^lr. Malderton^ w'lth himself, because 
he percoivee our superiority, and p^y> 
ua so much attention.** 

The night sudceeding the eoDversa- 
tion we have just recorded, was 
eembly night.** The double*fly wm 
orders to be at tJic door of Oak Lodge 
at nine o'clock jirocisely. The Misa 
Maldertous wei-e dressed in sky-blue 
satin trimmed with artificial flowers ; 
and Mrs. M. (who was a little fat 
woman), in ditto ditto, looked like her 
eldest daughter multiplied by two, 
Mr. Frederick Malderton, the eldest 
son, iti fulbdi^hS cobtume, was tlie 
very heaa idCul of a smart waiter; and 
Mr. Q'homas Mahkrton, the youngeac, 
with bis w'hite dress-stock, blue C[>at, 
bright buttons, and red watch-ribbon, 
strongly resembled the poru^ll of 
that interesting, hut rasLi young 
gentleniauj George Harnwelk Every 
member of the party had made 
up JiU or her mind to cultivate the 
acquaintance of Air. Horatio Sparkius. 
Miss Terc^, of course, was to be as 
amiable and interesting as ladies of 
eight^and-twenty on the look-out for a 
husband, usually are. Mrs* MalderCon 
would be all smiloe and graces. Miss 
Marianne would I'equest tlie favour of 
some versus Jbr her album. Mr, ilal- 
dsrton would patrOniRo the great un¬ 
known by asking liim to dinner, 
'lorn intended to oscertaiu tlio extent 
of his mfonnatiou on the juteresting 
topi{:!i of snulf and cigars, Even 
Mr, Frederick Maldcrion himself^ tlie 
family autliority on all points of tasted 
dress, and fa'iiuoiiable aTTajigsmeni ; 
who had lodgiiigh of his own in towu j 
who had a fj^e ad miss] on to Co vent*' 
garde* tlieatre i who al ways dressed 
according to the fa‘»liiona of the 
idontbfi ; who went up llie water twice 
a-week iu the seaiiOD^ mid who actualLy 
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likd an tAtimatt friend who onc« knew 
a gentleman who formerly lived in the 
AlbaJiy,—even ho had detennined 
that Mr. Horatio Sparkiiia must be a 
devtliafa good fd1ow, aDd tliat he would 
do him the honour of challenging him 
to a game at biLliarda. 

The first object that met the anxious 
eyce of tiie expectant family on their 
entrance into the hsJl-room, was tiic 
intereetiug Horatio, with hie tialr 
brushed off his forehead;, and his eyes 
fixed on the ceiling, reclining in a 
contemplative attitude on oat of the 
seats. 

There he is, my dear*/’ whin- 
jjcred Mrs. Maldcrtoa to Mr. Mai* 
derton. 

“How' like Lord Dyron!” mur¬ 
mured Miss Teresa. i 

* Or Montgomery!^* whispered | 
Miss Mariaime, 

the porti'aits of Captain Cook V* 
suggested Tom. 

Tom—doii^t be an ass !" said his 
father, who checked him on all 
occasions^ probably ivith a view to 
]ireYc[it his becoming aliarp^’—which 
was very uunecessary. 

The elegant Spurklns attitudinised 
with admii'itble effeet, uatU the family 
had creshed tlie room. He then 
started up, with tlic rn^ii'at natural ap- 
[learance of suriirise luid delight; 
accosted Mrs. Maldeilon witfi Die 
utmust cordialLty ; saluted the young 
Indies ill tlie mosE enchanting manner ; 
bowed to, and shook hands witli, Mr. 
Maldortun, wdth 4 degree of respect 
utnounLitig almost to veneration ; and 
returned tlie greenngs oT tlie two 
young men in a hall-gratified, half-: 
patronisitig manner, which fully con¬ 
vinced tliem tliat he must be an im¬ 
portant, ami, at the same time, con* 
descending pcnemiaEJie. 

"Miss Malderton,'* said Horatio, 
after tlio ordinary salutations, and 
bowing very low^ may 1 be permitted 
to presume to hope that you will 

' allow me to have the pleasure- 

** 1 doii^t think ] am eiigag^,*' Said 
Mias Teresa, with a di'eaUfuL affecta¬ 
tion of indifference —** but, ready—so 
many- ** 


^{9 

Horatio looked handsomely tniw- 
rable, 

** 1 shall be most happy/' simpered 
the interesting Tervaa, at lost. 
Horatio’s countenance brightened 
up, like an old hat in a shower of 
rain, 

** A very genteel young man, cer* 
tftinly I " said the gratified^ Mr. Mai- 
derton, as the obsequious Spar kina and 
his partner joined the quadrille which 
was just forming. 

He has a remarkably good address," 
said Mr- Frederick. 

Yes. ho is a prime follow,” inter¬ 
posed Tom, who always managed to 
put hia foot in it —“ he talks just Jiko 
an auctioneer.” 

** Tom 1*^ said his father solemnly, 
** 1 think 1 desired you, before, not to 
be a fooL” Tom looked as tiappy aa 
a cock on a drizzly morning. 

“How delightful!** said the inte¬ 
resting iioratiD to his partner, aa they 
promenaded the room at the conclusion 
of tho set—^Miow delightful, how re¬ 
freshing it is,to retire from idie cloudy 
storms, the vicisaitudes, and the 
troubles, of life, even if it be but for a 
few short fleeting nioments and to 
spend those nnmieiits, fading and 
evanescent thougii they he, in the 
delightful, the blessed, sf>ciety, of one 
individuaJ ^ whoue frowns would 
be death, whose coidiiesa would be 
madness, whose falsehood would be 
injin, uhoBO constancy would bo 
bliss; the pL>ssee$ion of whose affec¬ 
tion would be the brightest and best 
reward that Heaven could bestow on 
man l" 

“ What feeling ! what Bentiment! “ 
thought Miss Teresa, as elm leaned 
more heavily on her eompouion’s 
arm. 

But enough—enough I** resumed 
the elegant fiparkins, with a tlieatricol 
air. What have I said ? what have 
I—i—to do with sentiments like 
these I Mias Malderten—** here he 
stopped sliort—“ may 1 hops to be 
permitted to o^Ter the humble tribute 
of-” 

“ Iteally, Hr. Spftrkini" returned 
the eiiraptured Teresa, blushing m iho 
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confusion, " 1 must refer you 
to pftp*. 1 never can, witliout liJs 
coDKnt, venture to —” 

** Surely he cannot object—*^ 

®Oh, yes. Indeed, indeed, you 
know him noti*^ interrupted Mies 
Teresa, welL knowinj; tliere was 
nothing to fear, but wisJiing to make 
the Interview resemble a scene in 
seme romantic novel 

** He cannot object to my oifering 
you a glass of negus,” returned the 
adorable S|)arkiDS, witli some sur¬ 
prise. I 

“ la that all ? ** thought the dissp-1 
pointed Teresa, ** What a loss about 
nothing \ ” 

“ It will give me the greatest plea¬ 
sure, sir, to see you to dinner at Ook 
Lodge, Camberwell, on Sunday next j 
at five o’clock, if you have no better j 
engagement," said Mr. Malderton, at 
the conclusion of the evenings as he ! 
and; bis sons were standing in con- ' 
versation with Mr. Horaiio Sparkins. 

Horatio bowed his acknowledgrrtentfl, 
and accepted die flattering iavLta- 
ti<in. 

“ I must eonfesi?,^* eontinu'^d the 
father, offering his snuff-box to 
hia new acquaintance. ^ that I | 
don^t enjoy theise assemblies half ro | 
much as the comfort—L bad almost 
said the luxury“0f Oak Lodge. They 
have no great cliaims for ati olderly 
man/* 

" And after all, air, what is man T ** 
said the metaphysical Sparkins. “ 1 
Bay, what is man 1” 

All i very true,” said Mr. Mal- 
derton ; “very true," 

We know that we live and breathe,*' 
continued Horatio ; “ that we have 
wants and wishes, desires and appe- 
tites—’* 

Certainly,” said Mr. Frederick 
Maldericin, looking pmfotmd. 

“ I say, we know tliat we exist,” 
repeated Horatio,^ raising hia voice, 
but there we Btc<p \ there, ia an end 
to OUT knowledge ; there^ is ihesum'^ 
niit of our attainments ; there, ia the 
termination of our ends. What more 
do we know ? 

" Nothing,” replied Mr. Frederick 


—than wliom no one was more capli- 
ble of answering for blinaelf in that 
particular, Tom wai^ about to hazard 
something, but,, fortunately for bts 
reputation, he caught hia father*? 
angry eye, and slunk off like a puppy 
convicted of petty larceny, 

“ Upon my word,” said Mr. Malder- 
ton the elder, as they were returning 
home in tlie Fiy, ” that Mr* Sparktns 
is a wonderful young man. Such sur¬ 
prising knowledge! such extraordinary 
ill formation! and such a splendid mode 
of expreaeing himscll'!** 

“ 1 think he must be somebody m 
disguise,”said MIrsM arianiic. “How 
diarmttigly romantic !** 

“ He talks very loud and nicely,” 
timidly observed Tom, “ but 1 don’t 
exactly uaderktand w|iat ho means.” 

“ I almost begin to despair of your 
understanding any t li i iig, Tom,* * said hi$ 
father, who, of course, liad been much 
eu lightened by Mr, Horatio Spark ins’ 
conversation. 

‘‘It strikes tne, Tom,” said Miss 
Teresa, tliat you have made yourself 
very ridiculous this evening*" 

“ No doubt of it,” cned everybody 
—and the unfortunate Tom reduced 
himself into the least possible epaec, 
Tliat night, Mr. and Mrs* Maldertoii 
had a Jong cotivcrBatioii rea|>ccting 
their dau^Jiter’s prospects and foturo 
aniiugements. Miss Teresa woiit to 
bed, considering whether^ in the event 
of Jier marrying a title, she could cuu- 
scieiitiously encourage the visits of her 
present associates ; and dreamed, all 
night, of diagulaed noblemen, large 
route, ost^cli plumes, brl'lsii favours 
and Horatio Sparkina* 

Varioua surmises were hazarded on 
the huiiday morning, aa to the mode 
of Conveyance whicJi the anKiouely- 
expected Horatio would adopt. Did 
he keep a gig I—wa« it poseible lie 
could come on linrstsback 1 —or would 
he patronize the stage ? TheaCj and 
various oilier conjeetures tff equal im¬ 
portance, eiigrosaed the attention of 
Mrs. .^alderton and her daughters 
duri ng the whole moriiiTig after chureb* 
« Upon my word, my dear, it'» ft 
most annoyiog thing xliat that vulgar 
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brother of yours should hive in^ted “ With black haJr 1** inquired FUinu 

himself to dine here to*d&y,“^ said Sir, well, hazarding a bold gxieas^ 

Malderton to bis wifc^ On Aoeount Yes^” returned Mias Tman^ 

of Mr, Bparkins^a coming down, I pur- eagerly, 

pwtely abstaised from asking anyone Ralber a enub noee 

but FlamwelL And then to think of ' ** No/* £aid the disappomtcd Teresa^ 

jotir brother—a tradesman—it *b in- ^he has a Roman nose.*^ 

auflerable L I declare I wo'ildu*t have “ I aaid a Roman noae^ didn't T F* 

him mentioD bis ahop, before our new inquired Flam well, “ He*s an elegant 

guest ^ no, not fur a thousand young tnaa t** 

pounds ! 1 wuuldnH care if he had the ** Oht certainly,*^ 

good sense to conceal the disgrace ^^With remarkably prepoa^essiTig 

he is to the family; but he ^s so maoners I*’ 

fond of Ilia horrible busincaa, tliatbe “Ob, yes aaid all the family to- 
tciU let people know what he ia,** getber, ** You moat know him*'* 

Mr, Jacob Barton, tJie individual “Yea, 1 thought you knew hiiUj U 
alluded tOj waa a large grocer; bo he waa uybody,^ inumphantiy es^ 
vulgar, and so kat to all sense of feet- claimed Mr* Malderton, “ Who d^yu 
ing, that he actually never scrupled to think he is V' 

avow' that he ’nasii’t above his busmeaa; “ Why, from your description,** said 

“ he'd nude bis money by it, and he Flam well, rkiminating, and sinking his 
didn't care who know'd it,*' voice, almost to a wlns|>er, “ he beajrs 

Ah ! Flatnwtll, my dear fellow, a strong reaembtance to the Honottr^ 
how d "ye do I” said Mr. Malderton, ns able Auguatus Fitz-Edward Fitz-Jnbn 
a little spfiflish man, with green apec-i Fjtz-r>sboriie. He*e a very taknted 
tacles, entered Hie rogni. “You got i young man, and ratlier eccentric* 
my note It ’s extremely probable he may have 

“ Yes, I did i and here f am in con- changed his usme for some temporary 


sequence.** 

You don't happen to know this 
Mr. Sparkms by namel You know 
everybody !** 

Mr. Flamwell wag one of those 
gentlemen of remarkably extensive 
information whom one occasionally 
meets in society, who pretend to know 
everybody, but in reality know no¬ 
body. At Maldcrton'a, where any 
stories about great people were re¬ 
ceived with a groody ear, he was an 
especial favourite j aiid, kifowing the 
kind of people he had to deal with, 
he carried his passion of claiming 
acquaintance with everybody, to the 
moat immoderate Icngtii. He had 
rather a singular way of telling his 
greatest lins in a parenthesis, and with 
an air of self-denial, as if he feared 
being thought egotistical* 

“Why, no, 1 dqnH know him by 
that name,** returned Flamwell, in a 
low tone, and with an air of iifimenee 
Importance* “ 1 hove no doubt 1 kuaw 
him, though. Is he tall 1** 

“Middle sized/* said Miss Teresa. 


I purpose.” 

I Teresa's heart beat high. Could he 
be the Honourable Augustus Fitz*' 
Edward Fi t Zr Jolin Fitz-Osbome ! 
What a name to be elegantly engraved 
upon two glazed caitls, tied togetber 
with h piece of white satin ribbon ] 
** The Honourable Mrs. AugustusFitz- 
Edward Fitz-Jolui Fitz-Usbome 1” 
'fhe thought was transport 

It*8 five minutes to five,** said Mr* 
^lalderton, looking nt his watch : “ I 
hope he*s not going to disappoint 
□a." 

“ There he ia I" exclaimed Miss 
Teresa, as a loud double-knock was 
heard at the doer. Everybody en¬ 
deavoured to look—as people when 
they particularly expect a visitor 
always do—as if they vihOre perfectly 
nneueplcloufi of the approach of any* 
hotly. 

The room-door opened — “ Mr* 
Barton !'* said the servant* 

“ Confound the man T murmured 
Malderton. “ Ah 1 my dear air, bqw 
d 'yu do! Any news 1** 
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** Why no ” returned the grocer, 
in hia uaiial bluA' nmniier. ** No, 
none partickler* None that I atn 
much aware of. How d'ye dot 
and boy a \ Mr* Flam well, sir—gtnd 
to Bee you*” 

" Here*a Mr* Sparkma ! ” said Tom, 
who had been |[H>kiiiLf out at the 
window, ** on iuch a black horae i'" 
There was Horatio^ sure enough, 
on & large black Liorse, curvetting 
and praneJug along, like an Aatley's 
eupemunierHiy* After a gi'oat deal 
of reining in, and pulling up, with 
the accompaniments of snorting, 
rearing, and kicking, the animal cnn- 
seuted to stop at about a hundred 
yards from the gate, where Mr. 
Sparkius dismounted^ ami ronlided 
him to the care of Mr* Malderton’s 
groom. The ceremony of introduce 
tinn was gonetlirongli, in all due form. 
Mr. Flam well looked from behind his 
green spectacleH at lloi'atio' witJi an 
air of mysterious importance; and 
the gallant Horatio looked unutter¬ 
able things at Teresa, 

“ Is lie the Honoumble Mr. Augns^ 
tus what's hia name V* whiHptred 
Mrs* Maidcrton to Flanrtwcll, as 
he was escorting her to the dining¬ 
room. 

** Why, no—at least not exactly,'* 
returned that great autiiority—not 
exactly*” 

Who *a he then V* 

** Hualt 1” said inamwell, nodding 
his head with a grave air. importing 
that he knew very well ; but wns pre¬ 
vented, by some grave reas^ms of ^Ute, 
from diaclosing the imponant secret* 
it might be one of the miniMers mak¬ 
ing himself acquainted with tlic viewa 
of the people* 

Mr. Spark I ns,” said the delighted 
Mrs. Maldertun, pray divide tine 
ladies, John* put a chair ftir the 
gentleman between Miss Teresa and 
Miss Marianne.” , This wm addrcBsed 
to a man who, on oniinary occasions, 
acted as half-groom, hnif-gardener; 
but who, as it was important to 
make au im press] nn on Mr. Spar- 
kins, had b*eii forced Jnto a wtiite 
neckerchief and eUoes, and touched 


up, and brushed, to look like a mcond 
footuian* 

The dinner was excellent; Horatio 
was moat atmutive to Mlbs Teresa* and 
everyone fdt in high spirits, except 
Mr. Maidcrton, who, knowing the pr<>- 
pensity of hla brother-in-law, Mr Bar^ 
ton, endured that sort of agony which 
tlic newspapers inform us is expc^ 
ricuced by the sntTounding neigh¬ 
bourhood when a pot-boy hangs 
himself in a hay-loft, and which is 
^ mucli easier to bo imagined titan 
described.” 

“Have you Heen your friend. Sir 
Thomas Noland, lately, FlamwelM” 
inquired Mr. Maldertniij casting a side¬ 
long look at Horatio, to see whatelTecc 
the mention of so great a man had 
upon him* 

“ Why, no—not very lately. I saw 
Lord Gubbicton the day belore yester¬ 
day." 

'^Ahl I hope his lordship is very 
well t” gold Maldei'ton, in a tune of the 
greatest interest. J t is Fwarcidy neces^ 
Eary to say that, until that moment, he 

had been quite innocent ol the exist¬ 
ence of such a pei^n. 

“ Wliy, ^cs I lie was very vrell—* 
very well indeed. He's a devilish 
good fellow* I met him io the City, 
and had a long chat with him* Indeed, 
1 'm rather intimate with him* I 
could u*t stop to talk to him as long as 
1 could wish, though, because I was ou 
my way to a banker's a very ricJi mail, 
and a member uf Pariiaiiicut, with 
whom I am also rather, indeed I may 
say very, intimate* 

** 1 know whom you mean,'' retuiined 
the host, consequentially—in ri^lity 
knowing as much about the matter as 
Flamwell himself. He has a capital 
buaiiicas*’’' 

This was touching on a dangerous 
topic* 

** Talking of business,” interpo!^ 
Mr. Barton, from the centre of the 
table* “ A gentleman whom you knew 
very well, Mniderton, before you made 
tliat fihit lucky spec of yours, called at 
cur shop the other day, and—” 

“ Qai^n, may 1 trouble }oa for a 
potato,” interrupted the wretched 
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DiftAtett of the houeo, hoping to nip the 
Jitory in the bud. 

“ Certainly/' returned the grocer^ 
quite iiiBenelble of hin brotlier-iu-Uw'u 
tibjoct—and he said in a very plain 
manner-” 

“ Flottry, if you please/^ interrupted 
Maldcrton again; dreading the ter- 
miuatLOD of the anecdote, and fearing 
a repetition of the word ** shop/' 

“ Ho said, says he/’ eantiiiuod the 
culprit, after despatching the potato ; 
** aays lie, how goes on your business ? 
So 1 jokingly—you know my way 

—says 1,1 ha never above my business^ 
atid I hope my bueines^ wijj never be 
above mo. iLu^lm!’* 

** Mr. Sparkins,'' said the host, 
rainly endoavoni'ltig to conceal hia 
dismay, “ a glass of wine 1 ” 

VV ith the utmost pleasure, sir/' 

** Happy to see you." 

** Tli&iik you/' 

'^Wo were talking the other even¬ 
ing/' resumed the host, addreesiing 
Horatio, partly with the view of die- 
L&yiug tlje oonver^tiuiial powers of 
isiiewacqu;dntance,and partly in the 
hope of drowning tbegroeec'e stories— 
** we were talking tlie other night about 
the nature of niau. Your argument 
struck me very i'oreibly/* 

“ And me/' said Mr. Frederick. 
Horatio made a gi'aceful iedination of 
tlie head. 

Pray, what i$ your opinion of 
woman, Mr, Sparkma 1" inquired 
Mrs. Maldertom Tiie young ladies 
simpered. 

Man/* replied Horatio, '‘man, 
whetber lifl ranged tlic brfglit, gay, 
flowery plains of a aeoond Eden, or 
the more stcriLe, barren, and 1 may 
say, common-pluee regions, to which 
we are cumjicUed to aci-ustora our-, 
selves, in times such as these ; man, 
under any circunistanees, or in any 
place—.whether he were bending be¬ 
neath the withering blastu of the 
frigid zyjie, or score!dug under tlie 
yaya of a vertical sun—man, wiihoui 
woman, would be—alone.” * 

** I oju very happy to find you enter- 
(Ain such honouraLile opinions, Mr. 
Spar kins/’ said Mra. Ualderton. 


“ And I/’ added Miss Teresa* Ho¬ 
ratio Looked hia delight, and tlie young 
Lady bluahed, 

“Now, it'a my opinion/’ aaid Mr, 
Barton- 

** 1 kuow what you 're going to say," 
interpcaed Maldertiiu, detemnued not 
to give hifl relation anolher oppor-' 
tunity, ^ and i don't agree with 
you.” 

** What I " inquired the aateni&hcd 
grocer, 

" 1 am sorry to differ from you, 
Barton," said the host, in as positive a 
manner oa if he really were contradict¬ 
ing a position which the otiier had laid 
down, “ but I oanuDt give my assent to 
what I consider a very monstroua pio- 
poBJtion.” 

“ But I meant to say—" 

"You never can couviuce me,” said 
Maldertoil, with an air of obstinate 
determiuation. " Never/’ 

** And I,” said Mr. Frederick, fob 
lowing up ills father’s attack, “ cannot 
entirely agree in Mr. Sparkiiis'a argu- 
mouL'* 

**What!'' said Horatio, who be¬ 
came more metaphysienL, and more 
argumentative, as he saw the female 
part of tlte family Listening in wonder¬ 
ing delighb““ what ! Is effect ths 
coi 4 sequenee of cainte 1 fa cause the 
precuiour of effect I ” 

** That's tlm point/’ said Flamwell. 

“ To be sure/' said Mj‘. MaJderton. 

Because, if effect is tJie coiise- 
quence of cau^e, and it cause does 
precede effect, 1 apprehend you ai'e 
wrong/' added Horiiuo. 

"Becjdedly,” said the toad-eating 
Flamwell, 

^At least, 1 apprehend that to 
be the just and logical doduetiunl” 
said Sparkins, in a toue of inter- 
rogatiou* 

“No doubt of it/’ chimed in Flam- 
well again* “ It settles the point." 

“ Well, perhaps it dues,” said Mr. 
Frederick ; ** i didn't see it before/’ 

** I don’t exactly see it now /* thought 
the grocer j ** but I buppoae it 'a ail 
right’* 

** How wonderfully clever ho is !" 
whispered Mrs. Malderton to her 
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dAughten^ they retired to the 
dmwiiig*room. 

** Oht he quite e loro f ** uid both 
the young ladies together ; ** he talks 
like an or&cle, He mmt h 4 Te seen a 
great deal of life t" 

The gentletnen being left to them- 
eelveSj a pause eoaued, duriug 'which 
everybody looked very grave, as if they 
were quite overcome by the profound 
nature of the previous discussion. 
Flam well, who had made up his 
mind to find out who and what Mr 
Horatio Sparkina really was^ first 
broke EilenoeL 

Excuse me, sir,*' said that distiu^ 
guiabed perRonage, “ I preaume you 
hare studied for the bar 1 1 thought 

of entering once, myself—indeed, I *m 
rather intimiato with some of the high¬ 
est onmmejita of that distiDguished 
profession.” 

“ K—no 1 ” said Horatio, with a 
little hesitation ; ^'not exactly.** 

*'■ But you have been much among 
the silk gowns, or 1 mietake 1 ” inquired 
Flamwell, delerentlally. 

Nearly all my life,** returned Spar- 
kins. 

The question was thus pretty well 
Heitled in the mind of FJamwelh 
He was a young gcntlemau ** about to 
be called/' 

** I ehouldn't like to be a barrister,” 
said Tom, speaking for the first time, 
and looking ixiund the table to find 
somebody who would notice the rcmai'k. 

No one made any reply, 

‘‘I shouldn’t like to wear a wig,** 
said Tom, hazarding another obser¬ 
vation,. 

“ Tom, T beg you will not make your¬ 
self ridlculons," said hisfathei',. ** Pray 
listen, and improve yourself by the eon- 
Teraation yon hear, and don’t be con¬ 
stantly making these absurd remarks/’ 
^‘Very well, father,*’ replied the 
unfortunate Tom, who had not spokon 
a word since he'had asked for another 
slice of beef at a quarter-past five, 
o'clock, p. H., and it was tbeu eight. 

Well, Tom," observed hie good- 
natured uude, never mind ! /think 
with you, / shouldn’t like to wear a 
wig» J *d rather wear an apron/’ j 


Mr, Maldertoa ooughed violently^ 
Mr* Barton resumed—** For if a man’s 
above his business—” 

I The cough rctunned with ten-fold 
violence, and did not ceaae until the 
unfortunate cause of it, in hia alarm, 
had quite forgotten wliat he intended 
to say. 

“ Mr. Sparkina,” said Flarawell, 
returning to the charge, “ do you 
happen to know Mr, Dcl^ontaiiie, of 
Bedford-square I ’’ 

**I have exchauged cards with him J 
since which, indeed, 1 baTO had an 
opportunity of serving him considera¬ 
bly,” replied Horatio, slightly colour¬ 
ing ; no doubt, at huvjiig been betrayed 
into making the acknowledgment. 

“You are very lucky, if you have 
had an opportunity of obliging that 
great man,” observed Flarawell, with 
an air of profound respect, 

“ I don’t know who he is,” he whis¬ 
pered to Mr* Malderton, confidentially, 
as tliey followed Horatio up to the 
drawnbg-roottt* *^tt's quite clear, 
however, tliat be belongs to the Law, 
and that he is someb[>dy of great 
importance, and very highly con¬ 
nected.” 

“ No doubt, no doubt," returned his 
companion. 

The remainder of the evening pauEcd 
away most delightfully* Mr. Malder- 
ton, relieved from lus apprehensions 
by the circumstance of Mr* Barton’s 
falUug into a profound sleep, was aq 
affable and gracious as possible* Miss 
Teresa played tlie “ Fall of Paris ” as 
Mr. Sparkins declared, in a most 
masterly manner, and both of them, 
assisted by Mr. Frr.derick, tried over 
glees and trioa witliout number j they 
having made tlie pleasing discovery 
that their voices harmonised beauti¬ 
fully. To be sure, they all esihg the 
first part i and Horatio, in addition to 
the slight drawback of having no ear, 
was perfectly innocent 'of knowing a 
note of music ; still, they passed the 
time ,yery agreeably, and it was past 
twelve o’clock before Mr* Spark ins 
ordered the mouniing-coadi-looking 
steed to be brought outran order 
which was only*complied with,, on 
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the distitict undopfitatiding that he vah at an cqaahy cheap rate ; and 
tu repeat hb ybit ou the foUuwIiig ** every dvstnption of i^cods/’ na tlie 
Sunday. proprietor^ taid—and they inufit kuoiv 

** But, perhapflj Mr- Sparkins will bert—fifty per cent under cost- 
furia one of oiu* party tomorrow price. 

evening!" su^^gested Mrs. M. Mr. 'rLor ! ma^ what a place you have 
J^Ialdei'ton intriida talking the girb to bronglit ua to\” said ^I'ei'esa ; 

eoe the paiitomiiic.” Mr. Spar kins “whatst-^K^d Mr, Si>arkius say if lie 
bowccl^ and jtruinised to join tile })Jirty could see na I*' 
in box 4U, in the course ot tlie ** Ah ! what, indeed ! said 
evening- Marianne^ horrified at the idea. 

“We will not tax you for the raorti- Py^y be seated, ladies. Wli.at la 
iny/' a^id Mi^sa Teixissa, bcwitukhigly; the fir^t article !*' inquired tlic obae- 
*Mor ma is going to tike ua to all quiouR master of tlie ceremonies of tiie 
sorts of places, shop[iitig. I ktiovvtliat eaUblisIimeiit, wljo^ xii his large white 
gcjdleiLion liavc a great liur^'or tif that ’ ueekdotli and formal tec^ looked like a 
tniphiyment,** Mr. Spar kb is Iwvcd | Imd ** portrait of a "cntleiuiiii’* in the 
again, ami dcdaiv^d that lie ahimld j Somer&ct-houhe exhib]tiu]i, 
be delif'htedj hnt husiJicss of iuqiurt- j I W'aut to sec some silks/' answered 
anco occupied him in the morning,; Mm Midderton. 

I'laimvell looked at Msldei-tehn sig-i ‘‘Directly, ma'am.'—Mr, Smith 1 
jiHeoiitly. — It^s term time!’" he Where m Mr, .Smith ^ ” 
wbis[iered. “Here, Ci'ied a voice at tlie 

At twelve oVIock on Che following back of tlie &|iop, 
muriiiiig, tliu ‘‘fly’’ was at the door ‘‘Pi-ay make liaatc, Mr, Smith” 
t>f Oak Lnidgc, to eoiivej' Jlra. Malder- fliiid tlie i\L.C» ‘‘ Voii never ate 
tikii ami her daughtei^fl on tliolr expe- . found when you 'rc wanted^ 
dition for the day. Theyw^rc to<iiiie Mi'. Smith, thus enjoined to use sll 
ftinl dreaa for the play at a friend's ! Jjossiblc dispnttb, leaped over the 
]iou!»e. Fir^t,driving thitUcr wjtli their ! counter wiili gi'cat agility, and placed 
bamhbnxtR, tlicy departed on tlxeir j himself before the neivly-andved eus- 
first eiwaiid to make Bome purebasoH at ^ tomers. Mrs. Maiderton utieivd a 
Mo‘.hl‘s. Jones, SpiiiggnIS, and Smirli'iA, i faint sci'eam ^ Miss Tertsa, who Jiud 
of Tottenham'conI't-rood; after which, I been sttropiug down to talk to her 
lliey wui^j to go to R^i'dniaj iie*!? in j sisU'r, mined her head, and beheld— 
Huiid-sErect; thence, to innumerable ; liuratio Sparkins I 
plxices that no one ever heard of. ^ *‘Wo will draxv a veil,” as novel 
I'lie young bdu s IcK-puilcd the tedicus- j writers s.T,y, over the Rcene that ensued, 
nesH of the ride by culogieiJig Mr. The mysterious, pliiloartphica], rom:ui.> 
Heratin Sporkins, scolding iheir mitiiv tic, metaphyseal Sparkuis—ha who, 
nia for taking them so tar lo save a to die iiiteiTesting Teresa, Sheemed hke 
slid hug, and woncU'vmg wlujther they the embodied idea of the young dukes 
sfioulil ever re;u-li then' dx^stination, and poetical exquisites in blue silk 
At length, the vtlilde htopptd beiure a | dreftjiug'gowus, and ditto ditto slippers, 
d irtydooklng tirketed ln]oii-dr,aprr^a i of whom fJic had i^ad and ihvanicd, 
shop, with goods of all kinds, and! but had xiever exjvected w behold, 
labels of oil sorts and si/iCs, in the I was suddenly coxiverted into Mr^ 
window. There weiX' dro]isieni him res | Satnuel flimith, the ai^RiRt^nt at a 
of fieveu with a little thitu-fart hi tigs ,cheap shop ^ ” the junior partner ill 
in the corner; “perfectly in vim bie a slippery hnn of some three weeka’ 
to the naked eye ; ” three hundred j existeiive, _ The digiiiHrd evarii>hnient 
and fifty thousand ladies'^ boas^t/lVjm | of the herxi tJak Lodge, on this 
one shilling aud a |NEumy Imlbpcimy unexpoeted recoguiuon, could only he 
veal French kid $hoes, at two and | equalled by tbatxil a furtive dxsg with 
nine^icuce per pair; groeii porasoEs, I a considerable kettle at his tail. All 
2^0, lUr> 4 13 
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the hopea of tha MiJdertone 
destined at once to malt away^ Lika the 
lemon icea at a Company's dinner; 
ALmacka was stil] to them as distant 
as the North Pole; and Miss Teresa 
had as mnch chanee of a husband as 
Captain Rosa had, of the oorth^weet 
passage. 

Yeara bare elapsed since the occur- 
Tence of tins dreadful murtiiiig. The 
daisies have thrice bloomed on Cam* 


berwell-grecn the sparrows have 
thrice repeated their rernai chirps in 
Camberwell-grove ; but the Miss 
MsldertoEH are still iinmated. Miss 
Tereea^ft case is more desperate 
than ever; but Fiamwell is yet 
in the zenith of hU teputatiou ; 
and the family have the same pre¬ 
dilection for ariatocratic person ages, 
with an incTBaacd averwon to any* 
thing few. 
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THE BLACK VEIL. 


Onp winter’'^ tow&rde the 

close of the year lUOO, or within & 
year or two of ttiat time, a young 
tnediiiAl practiLionpr, remttly estal^ 
iished in business, wn«f uoated by a 
cheerful tire in his Lie tie parlour, listen¬ 
ing to the wind which was beating the 
i'ain in pattering drops against the 
window, and rauibliiig dismally in the 
chimney. The night was wet and 
cold's he had been walking through mud 
and water the wliole day, and, w'as now 
comfortably re|Ki!ding in ina dresaing* 
gown and slip^iei'a, more tlian half 
asleep and Jesa!^ than Lialf awake, re¬ 
volving a tliouaand matters iu his 
wandering luiaginatioiiH First, he 
thought how hard the wind was blow^ 
ing, and how the cold, aliarp rain 
Would he at that mouient beating in 
hi A face, if Jte were not eomlortably 
ImuBcd at lioiiie. Tlieii, Ills luiiid re¬ 
verted to 1 1 is ttunual CbristmajA visit 
fo hisiiativo plate and dearest frieuds; 
he thouglit how glad they would all be 
to see him, and Imw iiuppy it would 
make Rose it lie could only tell her 
that he had found a patient at last, and 
hoped to have iiiQi'c, and to come down 
again, in a few months^ time,and marry 
her, and take her home to gladfUn his 
Lonely fireside, and stimulate him to 
iresii exertions. Then, he begun to 
wonder when his tirst patient would 
Appear, or wlietiiei' ho was deetined^ 
by a special dispensation of Frorb 
deace, uever to liavc any paticiita at 
all ; and then, ho thought about Rose 
again, and dropped to eii-ep uid 
d^auiod about her, till the touea 
of her sweet merry voice sounded in 
hia ears, and her aoft tiny hand rested 
on his shoulder. 

^ There was a hand upon his shoulder, 
but it was neither aolt uor tlr^ ; its 
owner being a corpulent round-headed 
boy, who, in vonsideration of tiie sum 
of one sliiliing per week and his food, 


was let out by ^e parish to carry 
medicine and messages^ As there wa^ 
no demand foirthe inedfcine, however, 
and no uecensity for tlie messages, he 
usually Occupied hia unemployed hours 
—averaging fourteen a day—in ah- 
stractitig f^ppermint drops, taking 
animal nourishment, and going to sleep. 

^ A Iftdy, sir—a lady ! " whispered 
the boy, rousing his master with a 
sLiake. 

** What lady 1 *' cried our friend, 
Starting up, not quite certain that his 
di'eam was an illusion, and half ex¬ 
pecting that it might be Rose bersell^ 
—“ What lady ? Where ? 

** tor replied the boy, point¬ 
ing tu the glass door leading into the 
surgery, with on expi-ession of alarm 
which the very unusual apparltioa of 
a customer might have tended to 
excite. 

The surgeon looked towards the 
door,and started himself, for an instant, 
on beholding the appearance of hia 
unlooked-for visitor. 

It was a singularly tall woroao, 
dressed in deep mcurnlEgi and stand¬ 
ing so close to the door that her face 
almost touched the glnsa. The upper 
part of her tigure was carefully muf- 
Acd in a black Ehaw], os if iar tlm 
purpose of concealment; and her face 
was shrouded by a thick block veil 
SIh* stood perfectly ercet ; her figure 
was drawn up to its full height, and 
tliough the surgeon feU tliat the eyes 
beneath the veil were fixed on Inni, 
she stood perfectly motionleea, and 
evinced, by no gesture whatever, the 
slightest conseiousneea of his liaving 
tamed towards her. 

** Do you wish to consnit me 1" he 
bnpiired, with some hesitation, holding 
open the door^ it opened liiwvils, 
and therefore ihe action did not alter 
tl^e pDBition of the figure, which still 
temained motionless on tha same spot. 

Q 2 
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She slightly inclined h$r heati, in Tlicrc wm a desperate eAmestTicsid 
token of BcquieseenceL in this wonian^s manner, timt went to 

“ Pray walk in,” Bald the Boiigetm. the young man's heart. He ww young 

The figure moved a sU'p forward ; in his profeBsiDn^ and hatl not yet wit* 
and then, tunnng ita head in the nessed enough of the niiaeriea wliieh 
direction of the hny^—to hi 9 infinite Are daily presented before tiie eyea 
hoiTor^—appeared to hoaitate^ of its Tneuihors, to liavo grown com- 

Leave the room, Toni,” said tUo pamdvoly callous to human siifForjiig, 
young manjaddi-essiiig tlie hoy, whose he said, riamg hastily, “the 

large round eyes had been e^Etendcd person of whom you speak, Uj in so 
to their utmoat width during this hopekas a condition oh you dosrribc, 
brief interview, " Draw tlie curtniuj, not a mometit is to ho lost. 1 will go 
and shut the door.” with yon instantly. Why did yon not 

The boy drew" a green curtain arrosa obtain medical advice ladnrc ?” 
tlie glass part of the donr, retired into ** Jieeatise it woubl have been use- 
the surgery, clnf^eil tlie door after him, j less before—beeanse it is useless even 
audiinnioiliHatelyAyiplied one of htslarge | now," replied the wmiiiui, clasping her 
eyes to tlm keyhole ou the other side, j bauds passionately. 

The surgeon drew' a chair to the Tlie surgeon gazed, fora moment, on 
fire, and nuitioncKl the visitor to a seat ’ the black veil, aa if to aaet'rtani the 
The mysiorkius figure slowly moved expression of the features beneath it^ 
tcn^anlsit. As tlie blaze shone upon its tlnckncbS, however, rendered such 
the black drcjis, the surgeon observed a result impossible, 
tltat tile bottom of it WAS saturatod “You ill,” he Mid, gently^ 
with mud and raim although you do not know it. Tlie 

“You are very w-et,” he said, fever ifliieb has enabled you to bear, 

1 am,” said the strangerj in a low without foLding it, the faiignc you have 
deep voice. cvirlcntly undoi^'onej burning witliin 

“ And you arc ill 1” added the sur- j you now. Put that to your hjis,” bis 
gcou, conipas'.iuriatcly, for the tone ' coiuiiiucd, pouring out u glass of 
was that ot u person in ]tain. j water—" coiiipoiio yourself for a few 

“1 am,” was the reply—“very ill: | moments, and then tell me, a-i calmly 
not bmllly, but mentally. It is not as you can, what the disease of the 
for riiy^lf, or my owji behalf,” con- patient io, and how long lie has been 
tinned th* stranger," that 1 come to ifl. When I know what it is iieces- 
J uu. If I laboured under bodily diy- sary I hhould know, to render my viait 
ease, 1 should not be out, alone, at such serviceable to luni, 1 am ready to ac- 
an hour, or on such a night as ttiis ; company you.” 
and if I were aftiicted with it, twenty Tlie stiungor lifted the glaaa of 
fr>iir hotii'S hence, God knows how water to Licr moulh, 'without raising 
gladly I would he down imd pray to die. tlie veil f jmt it down again imto^ted ] 
11 is for anotiier that 1 hcRecrh your aid, and burst into teai'.i. 
sir. I may be mad to ask it for liim “ I know,” eIiO said, Sobbing aloud, 
—I think 1 am ; but, night after night " tiiat what I any to you now, seems 
through the long dreary hours of j like the ravings of fever, 1 have been, 
watching and w eeping, the thought ^ told so before, less kindly tliaii by you. 
Lias been ever pi^sent h> my mind j J I am not a young woma .11 ; and they 
and though even / see the hopeless- j do say, that us life steala on towards 
neas of huruan stance availing bimj! its final close, the ijuit short remnant, 
the hare rhought of laying Iiim in liis I wortlilobs aa it may ocem to oil beside, 
grave without it, rnakea niy blood run | is dearer to its possessor tlinn all the 
cold ! ” And a shudder, each ae tlie ! ycarrf that have gone before,coimected 
surgeon well knew art con Id not pro- lliungh they be with the ^^colleetion 
iiuce, trembled through the ej>eakeria of old friends long ainre dead, and 
frame. young ones—chlMreii porliaps—who 
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liarc full^n olT frniti^ and forgntten one 
Hs at) if they liibd diod too. 

My jiutui^L term of life cannot be 
many yeiu'a longer^ and ehould be 
deal' on that account j but 1 would lay 
k down witliouta agli—'With cliecrfuJ- 
ncas—with joy—if wbat t tell you 
now, were niily fAlne,. or iitinj^inary, 
To-inorrow iiiorniug be of whom I 
bpeak will t>e^ [ kmWj tkou^h i would 
fain think utberwiae^ beyond tbe reach 
of human aid ; and yet, to-uiglit, 
though he is in deadly pevil, you 
iniiHt not fice, an cl eotilcl not aerve^ 
li ini 

** 1 am nr'.villing to increase your 
difltrcBs,” flaid tlio surgeon, after a 
i;^bort pauHc, by niakingany coininent 
oa what you have jiiat said, or spi>c»r- 
lEig dc^i'ii'ous to investigate s subject 
you ai'v so anxinua to conceal ; but 
tliere is an inconsistency in your state¬ 
ment w'iiicli I cemnot reconcile wdth 
prolinbility. This jjeraon is dying to¬ 
night, and I cannot see him when my 
assistance migiit possibly avail ; you 
apprehend it will be useless to-morrow, 
and vet you viauld have me bco him 
then ' It he lie, indeed, as dear to you, 
ns your words and manner would 
itnply, why not try to save his life 
beiui'e delay and the progress of his 
disease render it impracticable ? ** 

“God help me!’’ exclaimed the 
woman, v\€epiiig bitterly, “ liow can I 
hope strange]^ will believe what appears 
incredible, even lo myself 1 You will 
fiot bee him tlicu, airV' islie added,^ 
rising suddenly * 

"1 did not say that I dech^ed to see 
1dm/' replied the surgnon ; “but I 
warn you, that if you iiersist in this 
extraordinary proenistination, and the 
individual dies, a fearful rcapoiLsihility 
rests witli you.’* 

“ nicresponBlbility will rest heavily 
flomcw'here,** replied the stranger bit¬ 
terly. '* Whatever reeponaibility rests 
with me^ 1 am coQteDt to bear, and 
ready to anawee/’ 

I incur none/* continued the 
surgeon, “ by acceding to your request, 
1 will see him in tlie moniing, if you 
leave me the adtlreas. At what liour 
can he be aeen ? ” 


“ iVi'-BCj" replied the stranger, 

“You must excuse my pressing 
these inquiries/’ said tlm surgeon, 
“ But is he in your charge now 1 ** 

“ He is not,’* was her rejoinder. 
“Then, if 1 gave you inatructionB 
for his treatment through the uigiit, 
you could tint aa^iEt liini 

The woTiiau wept bitterly, as ehe 
rep tied, “ I could nob** 

Finding tlmt there was but Slttlo 
prospect of ebtainiug more informa¬ 
tion by prolonifiiig the interview ; and 
anxious to sjiare the woman’s feelings^ 
whiclj, subdued at first by a violent 
eflbrt, w'cre now irrejirtssible and 
most painful to witnc±>s; the eurgeon 
repeated his promise of calling in the 
morniug at the appointed hour. Ilia 
visitor, after giving lilm a direction 
to an obsciiTQ part of W'uiworth, left 
tlic house in the same mysterious mau- 
ner in which $he had entered it. 

It will he readily believed that bo 
extraordinary a ^Tsit produced a con- 
Biderable impression on tlie mind of 
tlio young surgeou *, and tliat he specu¬ 
lated a great deal and to very little 
pun>ose on the possible circunistancea 
of the case. In common with the 
generality of people, he Had often 
heard and read of singidar inetaneca, 
ill which a presentimcDt of death, at 
a particuloi’ day, or even minute, had 
been entertained and realised. At 
one moment lie was inclined to tldnk 
that the present might be sudi a cose; 
but, then, it occurred to him tliat all 
the anecdotes of tlie kind lie Jiiid ever 
heard, were of persons wdio had been 
troubled with a foi'eboding of their 
OWE death. This woman, however, 
spoke of another person—a man; and 
it was impossible to suppose that a 
mere dreiun or delusion of fancy would 
induce her to speak of his Hpproacliing 
disfloLution vrith such terrible certainty 
as she liod spoken. It could not he that 
the roan was to be murdered in the 
morning, and that the woman, origin- 
ahy a cuusenting poi'ty, and bound to 
seci'csy by an oath, lioxl relented, and, 
though unable to prevent tile com¬ 
mission of some Outrage on the victim, 
hod detenziiDed to prevent his dontih 



230 


SKETCHES BY BOZ, 


if posaibtfr, hy the tioiety InterpesLilen now and then, a miaerable patch of 
ofmedtctilaidl The ideaof Bvch ihiugs garden-ground, with a few old bodUhls 
happening witlim two in dee of the knocked together for a summer-houee, 
nietropolis appeared too wild and pre- and old palijiga imperfcetly mended 
poater^ua to be entertained beyond the with stakes pUfered from the neigh* 
instant Then, his original impression bouring hedges, bore testimony, at 
that the womad's lutollecta w^ere di^ i once to the poverty of the inhabttantfi, 
ordered, reeurrcd ; and, as it was the rand the little scruple they entertained 
Only mode of solving the dillicuUy with in appropriating the property of other 
«iy degree of satiafaction, he obsti- people to their own use, OeeneionalLy, 
nafely made up his mind to believe a filtliy-looking woman would make 
that she was mad. Certain miflgivings her appearance from the door of a 
upon this point, how^ever, stole upon dirty house, to empty the contents of 
hia thoui^hts at the time, and presented some cooking utensil into the gutter in 
themselves again and again through front, or to scream after a little blip- 
the long dull course of a sleepless | shod girl, who had contrived to stagger 
night; during which, in spite of all hla : a few yards from the door under the 
efforts to the coutraiy, he was unable \ weight of a sallow infant almost as 
to banish the black veil from his dis- big as herself i but, scarcH^ly anything 
turbed imagination. ! was stirring around ; and so much of 

The back part of Walwortli, at its the pro'ipcctas could he faintly traced 
greatest distance from to^vu, is a through the cold damp ini^t which 
straggling miserable place enough, i hung Jieavily over it, presented & 
even in tlieae days f but, fivfrJind- I Lonely and dreary appearance per- 
thirty years ago, the greater portion, fectly in keeping with llic objects we 
of it WAS 1 title better than a dreary j have described. 

waste, inhabited by a few scattered After plodding wearily through the 
people of questionable character, | mud and mire ; making many in quit Jos 
whose poverty prevented their living for the place to win eh lie ha<l been 
in any better neighbour hand, or whose directed ; and receiving as many cou- 
pursuits and mode of life rendered [ tradiL'tory and unsutibiactory replies 
its solitude desirable. Very many of j in return ; the young man at length 
the houses which have Biiice ftpnme I arrived before the liouKe which had 
up on all aides, were not built until . been poiiiled out to liim as the object 
some years afterwards j and die gi-eat j of Ins dci^tination. It was a small low 


majority even of those which were building, one story above the ground, 
sprinkled about, at irregular intervals, with even a more desolate and tuipro- 
were of the rudest and most miserable ] mising exterior than any he had yet 
description. passed. An old yellow curtain won 

The appearance of the piaee through closely drawn across tlie window up 
which he walked id the morning, was stairs, and the pai'l{>ar shutters were 
not calculated to raise the fipLritil of the dosed, but not fastened. The houeu 
young surgeon, or to dispel any feeling was detached from any other, and, an 
of arxiGty or depression which the it stood at an angle of a narrow lane, 
singular kind of visit he was about to there was no other habitation In 
make, had awakened* Striking off: sight. 

from the high road, his way lay across When we say tliat the surgeon hesi- 
a marshy eomtoon, through irregular tatod, and walked a few paces beyond 
lanes, with here and thcra a ruinous the house, before he could prevail upon 
and dismantled cottage fast falling him^lf to lift the knocker, we say 
to pieces with decay and neglect. A nothitv^ that need raise a smile upon 
etnnted tree^ or pool of stagnant water^ the £ice of the boldest reader. The 
roused into a shiggish action by the police of London were a very different 
heavy min of the preceding night, body in that day ; the isolated position 
skirted Uio patli occasionahy ; and, of the Huburba, when the rage for build- 
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ing vid ihe^ progreu of iiopm'tqineDtt 
liod nut yet begun to conaecC them with 
the main body of the dty mid ite 
earirons, rendered many of them (and 
this in particular) a place of reaort 
for the worst and moat depraved 
chai%ctere< Even the streets in the 
gayest part* of London were imper' 
f^tly lightedi at that time j and euch 
}daceB as these^ were left entirely to 
the mercy of the moon and stara^ The 
chances of detecting desperate ctiarao- 
ters, or of tracing theta to their 
haunts^ were thus rendered very few, 
and their odencea naturally increased 
in boldnesSf as the eonaciousness of 
comparative security became the more 
impressed upon them by daily expe¬ 
rience. Add^ to theae considerations, 
it most be Tcmembcred that the young 
man had spent some time in the public 
h^pitals of the metropolis ; aiid, al¬ 
though neither Burke nor Bishop 
had then gained a horrible notoriety, 
his own obeervation might iiave tug* 
geeted to him how easily tlie atrocities 
to whicli tlie former has hIucc given 
his name, might be cominltlted. Be 
this as it may, whatever inflection 
made him hesitate, he dtd hesitate ; 
but, being a young man of strong 
mind and great personal courage, it 
was only for an instant—he steppiBd 
briskly back, and knocked gently at 
the door^ 

A low whispering was audible, im¬ 
mediately attcrwai^s, as if some 
]iers.m at the end of the passage were 
conversing st^mlthily widi another on 
the landing above. It waa succeeded 
by the noise of a pair i>f heavy bools 
upon the bare floor. The door-chain 
was Aoftly unfastened j the door 
opened' and a tall, ill-favoured man, 
with black hair, and a face, as the 
surgeon often declared afterwards, as 
pale and haggard, as the countenance 
of any dead man he ever saw, pre¬ 
sented himself. 

** Walk in, HTi'^ he said m a low 
'tone. 

The surgeon did so, and th^ man, 
having secured the door again, by the 
chain, led the way to a small back par¬ 
lour at the extremity of the passage. 


** Am 1 in time! '* 

** Too soon I ** replied the man. Th« 
surgeon turned hastily round, with a 
gesture of astonishment not unmixed 
with alarm, which ho found it impos¬ 
sible to repress. 

** If you ML Btep in here, sir,” said 
the mao, who had evidently noticed 
the action—“ if you Ml step in here, 
sir, you won't be detained five minutes, 
1 assure yuin^^ 

The surgeon &t once walked into the 
room. The luau closed the door, and 
left him alone. 

It was a little cold room, with no 
other furniture tlian two deal chairs, 
and a tabic of the same niatcrial. A 
handful of lire, unguarded by any fen¬ 
der, was burning in tbe grate, which 
brought out the damp if it served no 
more comfortable purpose, fur the 
uu wholesome moisture was stealing 
down the walls, in long, alug-like 
iraeks. The window, which was 
broken and patched in many places, 
looked into a Binall enclosed piece of 
ground, almost covered with water. 
]^ot a sound was to be heai'd, eitlicr 
within the liouse, or without. M'he 
young surgeon sat down by the Arc- 
place, to await the result of his liryt 
pmresBional visit. 

Me had not remained in this posi¬ 
tion, many minutes, when the noise of 
some approachitig vehicle struck his 
car. Ic stopped ; tlie street-door was 
opened ; a low talking succeeded, ao- 
companied with a elrnffllng noise of 
foDtsteps, along tlie paasage and on the 
etaire, as if two or three men were 
engaged in carrying some heavy body 
to the room above. The creaking of 
the stairs, u few seconds afterwards, 
amtouuced tliat the new comers having 
completed their task, whatever it was, 
were Leaving tlie house. The door 
again closed, and the former silence 
woa restored. 

Another five miuutee elapsed, 
atid the surgeon had I'caolved to ex¬ 
plore the housci in search of some one 
tO' whom he might make his errand 
koown^ when tlie room-door opened, 
and Ilia lost night'a visitor, dressed in 
exactly the same manner^ with the veil 
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lo^'erctl as bt^fore, motipncd liim tn I 
advance. The Bliicfular (»f her! 
form, coupled a itli the cUvunistauce 
of her nut Bpealcmp^ causud the idea 
to \uv brain, for an instant, 

that it mipht he a man dis^iised in 
vKjman's attire, TJie liysleric sobs 
which issued from benealli the veil* 
and the convulsive attitude of grief of 
the wholtj figuiie, 3iow<?ver, at once 
oxp< 3 Scd the abaurdity of the suspi¬ 
cion \ and lie iiastily followed* 

The woman led the way up etaii? to 
the front room, and pnuGod at die 
door, to let hhn enter first* ft W'as 
scantily furnished with an old deal: 
box, a few cbAii's* and a. tent bed- 
Btead, without hangings or cro«s-ra4Sj 
which was covered with a patchwork 
counterpane* Use dim light admitted 
through the curtariu which he had 
noticed from the outside, rendered 
tile objects in the room so judistinct, 
and coniniunirated to all of them 
so unifoi'm a hue* that he did not, at 
first, perceive tlie object on which 
his eye at once rest'^J when tlse 
woman rushed frantically jiast him* 
and flung herself on her knees by the 
hedaide, 

Stretclied upon the bed, closely en¬ 
veloped in a linen wrapper^and covered i 
with blankets, lay a humaji ftirm, stiff 
and motionless. The head and face, 
which were those of a man, were un¬ 
covered* save by a bniidagE which 
passed over the head juid under the 
chin. The eyes were closed. The left 
arm lay heavily across the bed, and 
the woman held the passive band. 

^J’he Surgeon geri% pushed the 
w oman aside, and took the hand in his* 

** My he exdaitncd, lotting 

it fall involuntarily -— ** the man is 
dead !" 

The woman started to her feet and 
beat lier hands togetlior, Oh ! 
don't say so, ^ir,” she exclaimed, 
with a burst of passion, amounti^ng 
almost to freii?y* Oh ! don't say so* 
sir! 1 canH hear it! Men have been 
brought to lif% before, when unskilful 
people have given them up for lost; 
jmd men have died, who might have 
been restored, if proper means hod 


I been resorted to. BouH Jet him lie 
! here* sir, without one effort to save 
him ! This very moment life may be 
passing away* Do try* sir*—*do, for 
Heaveu^asrtker’—And while speaking, 
hurinediy chnfed*Krst the forieheadp 
and tlien tlie breast, of tJio senseless 
foitn before her; and then, wildly beat 
the cold hands, which, wheu she ceased 
to hold tticm, fell listleGsly and heavily 
hack on the coverlet. 

“ It is of no use, my good woman,'* 
said the surgeon, aoothiugly, a$ he 
withdrew his hand from the man*s 
breast. “ Stay— undraw that curtai n 3 ** 

“ Why V' said tlie woman, start) Dg 
up. 

“Undraw that curtain repeated 
the surgeon, in an agitated tone. 

“/darkened the room on purpose,** 
said tho woman* throwing herself be¬ 
fore Jiiiu os he rose to undraw it.— 
Oh ! air, Liavc pity on me ! If it can 
be of no use* and he 14 really dead, do 
not expose that form to other eyes 
than mine ! 

“ This man died nu natural or easy 
death*” said the surgeon* “ I =t'«j 
the body ! ” With n motlmi so and’ 
den^ that tlic w'oinan hardly knew that 
he hiui slIjN^icd from beside lier, he 
I tore open tlte curtainj admitted the 
full light of day^ and I'ctuiucd to the 
bedside* 

“ There has been violence here,’* ho 
said, poiiitiug tov^urds the body* and 
gaining intently ou the face,from whieJk 
the black veil Tv*'k5 now, ibr the first 
time, removed* £u the excitement of 
a minute before, tlie female had iJirowu 
off the bobnet wid vt-il*and now stood 
with her eyes fixeil upon him. Her 
features were those of a woman of 
about lifly* who ha^l once been hand¬ 
some* Sorrow and weeping had lelt 
traces upon tliem wdiidi not time itself 
would ever liavu pi-oduced witliout 
their aid ; licr face was deadly pale ; 
and there was a nervous contortion of 
the lip, and an tuniatural fire in her 
eye, which shewed too plainly tliat her 
^diJ}^aad mcntai powers liad nearly 
sunk, beneath an accumuiadou of 
misery. ^ 

There baa b^n violcoco here/* 
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tine !syrge<>ii, proscrviiig Jiis &uardi- 
Ing ghiiev. . 

“ TUere hag 1 Teplietl tho woman. 

^‘Thiaman ha* bv*iu murdemL” 

“ That I yall Oud to wltnosa he has/* 
said tho woniao, l^gionately; piti¬ 
lessly^ iii]iiiLfia.n1y murdered J! ” 

liy whom ^ said the sui^eon, 
eei^Ing the woman by the arm. 

“ LcKih. at the butchers' marks, and 
tlien ask me! " she replied. 

The surgeon turned his face towards 
tho bod^fmd bent over the body which 
now lay full in the light of the window. 
The throat was awollen^ and a livid 
mark enciivLcd it. The truth flashed 
suddenly upon him. 

’* Tills is oue of the men who were 
hatigod thii^ morning!** he exclaimed, 
turning away with a shudder. 

“ It is/' replied the woman, witli a 
coldj unmeaning stare. 

WJio was he I *’ inquired the 
aurgeon. 

My Aim*** rejoined the woman; and 
fell setiiclcfis at his feet. 

ft was true* A companion, equally 
guilty with himself, had been acquitted 
for want of evidence; and thig mail 
had hcen left for death, and executed. 
To recimnt tlie circumstances of tho 
case, at tills dis^tnut period, muet be 
uiiiiecesaaiy, and might give pain to 
fiOMie pci’s^uis Ptill alive, 'I’he history 
was an every-day one. The niotlier 
VI a> a widow without friends or money, 
ami had dcided herself neccesarics to 


bestow them on her orplian boy. That 
boy, unmindful of her prsLyerfi, and 
forgettui of the sufferings she had ec- 
dured for him—incessant an xieiy of 
mind, and voluntary starvation of Uxty 
—had pluuged into a career of dissi- 
patioa and crime. And tins waa tho 
resuit; his own death by the hang¬ 
man's hands, and hi 9 mother's ehaiue, 
and incurable insanity. 

For many years after t)iia O'Ceur- 
reuce, and when proh table and arduous 
avocations would have ted many men 
to forget that such a miserable being 
existed, die young surgeou was a daily 
visitor at the side of tJie harmless mad 
woman; not only Bootliing her by his 
pi'eseiice and tuidnese, but alleviating 
the rigour of her condition by pecu¬ 
niary donations for her comfort and 
aup^iort, bestowed with no sparing 
hand. In the transient gleam of re- 
coUcctioR Slid consciousness which 
preceded her death, a prayer for his 
W'clfai'e and protection^ as fervent as 
mortal ever breathed, rose from tho 
of this poor friendless creature* 
That pi’aycr flew to Heaven, and was 
heard. The blessings he waa instm^ 
mental in coufeiTing, liave been repaid, 
to him a thou^nd-fold ; but, amid all 
the honours of rank and station wiiirh 
have since been heajied upon hira,mid 
which he has so well eai'ued, he can 
have no rciniiiiscence more gratify- 
I ing to his heart than that coauected 
' witli The Bbck V eil* 
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CHAPTER VIL 


THE BTEADi 

Mb. Pehc¥ Noakks was * law-Btudent, 

InhAbitinp; a. &f;t of chambcn on the 
fourth flooTj in one of those liousea in 
Gray’s-iiin-square which command an 
extensive vietv of the gardeand 
their usual adjuncO^flauntmg nur- 
sery-maidej and t^^wri-ntade children^ 
witJi parenthetical lejga* Mr* Percy 
Noakea waa what is geuerally termed 
—^adeviUsh good fellow.*’ He had 
a largo circle of acquaiatauoe^ and 
seldom diued at his own expense* lie 
used to talk politics to papas, flatter 
the vanity of mamnuia, do the amiahle 
to tlioir daugiitcrsj make pleaHure eii* 
gagements with their eons, and romp 
witli the younger branches, hike those 
paragons of perfection, advertising foot¬ 
men out of place, he wan always will¬ 
ing to make himself generally uaeful.’' 
If any old lady, whose son in India, 
gave a ball, Mr, Percy Noakea was 
master of the ceremonies; if any young 
lady made a stolen inateJi, Mr^ Percy 
No^es gave her away; if a juvenile 
wife presented her husband with a 
blooming cherub, Mr* Percy N^oakejj 
was eitiier godfather, or deputy-god- 
father; and if any member of a friend’s 
family died^ Mr* Percy NoaLes was 
invariably to be seen ia the second 
mourning coach, wdth a white hand- 
kerchief tf> hta eyes, sobbing—to use j 
his own appropriate expresaive 
deecriptiou—** like winkin 1 ” 

It may readily be imagined that 
these numerous avocations were rather 
calculated to interfere with Mr, Percy 
Koakes^s professional studies. Mr. 
Percy Noakes was perfectly aware 
of the fact, and had, therefore, after 
mature reflec^on, made up his mind 
not to study at ad—a laudable deter¬ 
mination, to which he adhered in the 
moat praiaewortliy manner* His ait^ 
ting-room presented a Etrange chaos 
of drcas-glovea, boxing-gloves, carica- 


turefl, albums, invitation-cards, foils, 
cricket - bats, c.ird - board drawings, 
paste, gum, and fifty otlicr miscelJa- 
nccus articles^ heap^ together in the 
Strangest coiifitsion. lie was always 
making something for somebody, or 
planning fiome party of plea sure, 
winch was Ins great /ori!c. He in¬ 
variably spoke with aauuihdiiug rapi¬ 
dity; was Biiiart, epoHish, and eight- 
and-twetity, 

“ Splendid idea, ’pou my life! ’* 
soliioqui^d Mr. I’ei'cy Koakee, over 
hiH morning’s coffee, ns his mind ro- 
verted to a suggestion which had 
been thrown out on the previous night, 
by a lady at wdiose lumse lie had 
spent the evening* “ Glorious idea '— 
Mra. Stubbs 

“ Yea, air,” replied a dirty old 
woman with an iiifiaincd countenance, 
emerging from tlie bedroom, w'lrh a 
bjirreJ of dirt and cinilei^ ■—This 
w'OB. the laundresai* “ Did you calJ, 
sir ! ” 

“ tdi 1 Mrs. Stubbs,! ’m going out If 
chat tai ior sh ould cull again, you' d better 
flay—you’d bettor say I *tu out of town, 
and iihaii't be back for a fortnight ; and 
if that bootmaker nliould come, tell 
him 1 ’vfl lost Ills address, or 1 ’d have 
sent him tliat little amouutH ^lind fie 
writes it .down ; and if Mr. Hardy 
should call—you know hlr. Hardy I" 
The funny gentleman, sir 1 ” 

“Ah! the luuiiy gentleman* If 
Mr* Hardy eliould call, say 1 've gone 
to Mr^ Tauntou’a about tiiat water- 
party.” 

“Yes, air*” 

“ And if any fellow callS;, and aays^ 
he *s come about a etcanier, tell him 
to be here at five o^elock thie after- 
noon, ilra. Stubbs*” 

“ Very Well, air.” 

Mr, Perry Noakea brusbel hia hat, 
whisked tlie crur^be off his inexpli- 
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cab]«a with a silk handkerchief, gave 
the end& of hie hair a perauasive roll 
round liie forehnger, and aaliied forth 
for Mrs. Tauiitou’^B domicib in Great 
Marlborough-street, where she and her 
dauj^htere occupied the upper part of 
a house. She was a good-looking 
widow of fiftyj with the form of a 
giatiteas and the mind of & child. 
The pursuit of pleasure, and sottie 
means of killing time, were the sole 
end of her eiciatence. She doted on 
lier daughters, who were as frivolous 
a» herself. 

A general exclamaliou of eafisfac- 
tion hailed the arrival of Mr. Percy 
Noake$, who went tlirongh the ordi¬ 
nary salutations, aod til re w himself 
into an easy chair near tlie ladies' 
Work-table, with tlie ease of a regu¬ 
larly established friend of the’family,; 
Mrs. Tauittua wan busily engaged iu 
planting immense bright hows on every 
part of a smart ca]i on wliicit it ’tvaa 
possible to slick onc^ Misa Emily 
Taniiton was making a watch-guai'd ; 
Miss Sophia was at tbo piano, prac¬ 
tising a new song—poetry by tlie 
young □fflt'tir, or the pollce'Ofiioer, or 
the eustom-heiiso ofiicer, or eome 
other hiteiicstiog uinateur. 

** You good creature ! said Mrs. 
Taunton, aildrcseiug the gallant Percy, 

You really are a good Soul! You Ve 
Como abont the water*party, I know'.^' 

** 1 ahouJii FiLtlier BUepcot 1 had,'* 
replied Mr. NoakeSj triumphantly. I 
“ Now come here, girls, and 1 ^11 tell you 
&l| aiiout it.'* Emily and Misy 

Sophia acivanoed to the tablfj. 

** Now, continued Mr, Percy 
Noakes^ “ it seems to tuc that tlie 
best way will be, to have a committee 
of ten^ to make all tlie arraiigcmentB, 
And manAge tlie whole set'Out. Then, 

1 pivposc tliat the expenses shall be 
paid by these ten fellows jointly.** 

^Excellent, indeed 1” said Mrs, 
Taunton, who highly approved of tliis i 
. part of tlie Arnuigemeiits. 

“Then, my plan is, that e^eh of 
these ten felJow's shall have the power 
of asking five people. There must be 
a meeting of the committee, at my 


chambers, to make all the arrange¬ 
ments, and these people sKaU be then 
named ; every member of the com* 
mlttee Abail have the power of black* 
balling any one who is proposed; and 
one black ball sliall exclude that 
person. This will ensure our having 
a pleasant party, you know.*’ 

I ** What a tnanager you are V* inter¬ 
rupted Mrs. Taunton again. 

“ Charming!" said the lovely Emily, 

“ 1 never did f" ejaculated Sophia. 

“ Yes^ I lliiuk it T1 do,** replied Mr. 
Percy Noakes, who woe now quite in 
his element. ** I think it *IL do. Then 
you knoiv we shall go down to the 
Nore, and back, and have a regular 
capital cold dinner laid out in the 
cabiiL before we start, bo that every¬ 
thing may be ready without any cod* 
fusion; Aud we shall have the lunch 
Laid out, on deck, in tliosc little tea- 
garden-looking concerns by the paddle- 
boxes—I don *t know wiiat you call 
'em. Then, we shall liire a steamer 
expressly for our party, and a hand, 
and have tho deck chalked, and we 
shall be able to daucc quadrille^ all 
day; and then, Tft'hoevcr we know that*s 
musical, you know, why they *11 make 
tticmsclvcs useful atid agreeable ; and 
—and—upon the whole, 1 really hope 
we bIiaU have a glorious day, you 
know !** 

The announcement of tliese Arrange- 
lucnts was received with the utmost 
cn^usiasm. Mrs. Tauutoii, Emily, 
ana Sophia, were loud in their pisises. 

“ Wdl, but tell me, Percy," said 
Mrs, Taunton, " who ore tlie ten 
gentlemen to he?** 

* Oh 1 I know plenty of fellows 
who *11 be Helighitcd with the schetne,** 
replied Mr, Percy Noakes; **of course, 
W6 shall have -— 

“ Mr, Hardy i** interrupteil the ser¬ 
vant, announcing a visitor. Miss 
Sophia Aud Mi^ Emily hastily assumed 
the most intercstiug attitudes that 
Could be adopted on so sluirt a notice. 

“ How are vanr^ said a stout gentle¬ 
man of about forty, pausing at the door 
in tlio Attitude ot an awkward hofl^ 
quin. This was Mr. Hardy, whom ’we 
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liavt Wforedesci-ibed, oa tbe authoi'ity ^ attendance. Mr* Lrtggms^ the aolicl- 
yf Mv-s. Slubba, as "the funny fjentltv tor, of BoawelUeourt, sent an e^ccuse, 
maii.^* He wna an Astlcy-Oioperlsh and Mr^ SiunueL the ditto of 

ioe Hiiler—a practical joker, im-- FurnivaPsInn, sent ItE±i hroUicr: much 
mensely popular witli manied Jadie^^ to Ills (the brother's) satisraotion, and 
and a general favourite with young i jn^eatly to the liiHCfitiifiture of Mr* 
men. He was always engaged in some j Percy Koakes, Betxvtei] the 
pleasure excui'siun or other, and dc^ | and the Tauntong there eisisted a de¬ 
lighted in getting somebody into ajgree of implacable hatred, quite un.- 
Hcrapc on such occaBioiis. lie could \ prccedcnteiL The aniiiiosity between 
sing comic songs^ imitate hackney-S the Montagues and Ciipulets, was no- 
(?oachmen and fowls, play airs on Ilia' thing to that wdiich prcTailed be- 
cbiiii and execute conoertoe on thf! tween these two ilLuatrtoua Unused 
JewB'-harp. He always eat and dnmk Mrs. Briggs was a widow, with three 
most immoderately, And w as the bosom daughters and two sons ; Mr. Sumicl,i 
friend of Mr, Percy Noakea. He had the eldest, was an attorney, and Mr. 
a red face, a somewhat husky voice, Alexander, the yoiuigest, waa under 
And a tremendous laugh. articles to hia hrotlier. Tliey resided 

" How ari you T” said this worthy, in Portland-Btrcet, Oxford-stiect, and 
lauching, as if it were the finest joke moved in the ^me orbit as the Tauii- 
in the world io make a morning call, tons—bonce their mutual dii^bke. It 
and sliakiiig hands with tiic ladies with | the Miss Briggrtos appem-ed in eniart 
as much vehemence as if their arms j bonnets, the Miss Tauntons eclipsed 
had been so many pump-handles. them w'ith smarter. If Mrs* Taunton 

Yoii^re juit the very man I; appnred in a cap of all the hues of 
wanted,^' said Mr. Percy Noakes, who the rainbow', Mrs. Briggs forlliw'ith 
proceeded to explain tlie cause of his mounted a toque, with all the pittems 
being in requlaitioa. of the knleiJoacopE. If Mlsis Siqdiia 

“ Ha ! ha ] lia V' shouted Hardy, TAumton leamt a new song, two of the 
after hearing the atatement, and re- Miss Brigg^f’S came out with a new 
ceiving a detailed account of the pro- duet. The Tauutous had once gained 
posed exeursioti. “Ob, capita]! glori- a temporary triumph with the assist- 
OUA! What a day it will be! what ance of a harp, hut the Briggses 
fun 1—But, I MV, when aivj you going , brought three guitai’a into tlie field, 
to begin making tiie arrangements f and effectually routed the enemy. 

“ No time like the preseni^—at There w'aa no end to the rivalry be- 
ODce, if you please ^ tween tiitm. 

cliarming 1” cried the ladies* Now, as Mr, Sajunel Briggs waa a 
“ Pray, do P’ mere machine, a sort of self-acting 

Writing materiaU were laid before legal ’ivalking-atick j and ns the party 
Mr. Percy Noakes, And tlie names of waa known to Itave originated, how- 
the different member b of the commit-j ever remotely, with Mrs. Taunton, the 
tee were agreed on, after as much rciiiale bi'auchcs of tlie JJriggs family 
iliacussion between him and Mr. had arranged that ^ir. Alexander 
HaF<ly as if the fate of nations bad ^Imuld attemi, inatoad of his brutlier ; 
depended on their appcnutmcriL, It and an tile said Mr. Alexander waa 
wafi tlieu Agreed that a meeting should deservedly celebrated for possessing 
tftke place at Mr. Percy Noakes'a all the pertinacity <if a bankruptcy- 
charaberc on the ensuing Wednesday court attorney, ecinbined with tlie ob- 
evening at eight o'clock, and the visi- stmacy of that useful Animal which , 
tors departed, hi'owaqp on the thistle, he required 

Wed need Ay evening arrived ; eight but little tuition. He was especially 
o*c1ock came, and eiglit members of enjoined to make himsolf as dijaagree- 
the committee were pimctual m their able as possible; ^d, above all, to 
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l)lacU4)aU tha Tauntona at ever^ pearling to be only one dissentient 
lia^^ai'd. voiee, Air. Pti'cy Koaten was de* 

Til A proceodinga of the evening wrre dared duly elected, aiid took the chair 
opened by Mr. Percy Noakea. After accordingly. 

fiuccceafuljy urging on the gentle- The business of the meeting now 
men pi'eseiit tlw propriuty of tijcir ; proceeded with rapulity. The chair- 
mi King aome branJy-aud-water, h^ j man delivered in Ins estimate uf tliu 
brietly stated tile object of tiie meet- i jirobabfc e\[iL'n3C ot the excurtiilorL, 
itig, and concluded by observing that' and every one present subscribed his 
the iirit step must be tlio selectiuti of i proportion tJiereof. The tjocfition was 
a cliairmflOj ncccjssai-ily possessing put thatThe Endeavour^'be hired 
aomo arbitrary—he trusted not uneon- for the ocrasioji ;; Mr* Alexander 
stitutbiial—powere, to whom the jht- Briggs moved as an amcndiiicnt, that 
aoiial direction of the whole of the ■ the word‘‘Fly " hts substifuted tor tlie 
arrangtnicnts (sniijcHrjt to the apjirnval word “ Endeavour but after some 
of the cmnnnttco) sliould be cunHded debate consented te withdraw ]iis 
A pale young gentlemanj in a gixren opposition. The iniiiortaut cercinony 
atock Olid ^pt'ceivlofj of the s-ime, a j of balloting then commenced. A 
inciiiber of the honourable society of | ten-c:uldy was placed on a tabic ill 
the Inner Temple, immediately rose ‘ a dark corner of the apartineiii, and 
for the purpose of proposing Mr. j every one tv.is jirovulod with two 
Forey Noakei:. He Jiad known him : bnekganuiion tnou, Ouo black auJ oue 
long, and ibis lie would say, tiiat a ^ white. 

nuut; hoiiourahle, a nioi'c exvelleiit, or i The chninnan with gl'eat seleranity 
a bt‘tter*h carted felluwj never c ms ted* then read tlie following list oi thu 
— (Hear, hear') 'flic young gentle- guestts wliom ho ])ropnsed to iiitroduct;: 
man, w ho was amcntl^er of a debaimg ! —Tauntnti a,iid two daugliters, 
society, took tills opp<irtiiiiity of ciiicr-1 Me. Wizale, Mr. ij-iiiibon. Tlio uamos 
iiig into au c.'tHUii an lion of the State of' wwc rcMpectively balloted for, and 
the Eiighi^li law, from the dava of i Alra, Tuuutoii and her duughfors were 
Wdliaui the Coiifpicror dcjvvn to the i declared to be black-balled, Mr. Percy 
present periotl ; lie briefly ailvcrtt'd i Ncakes and Air, Haidy exchanged 
to the code established by the ancient glajicea. 

■"Druids; bligbtly glanced at the ]u*in- your list prepared, Mr* Briggs!’* 

ciples laid down by the Atlieiiiaii Jaw- inquired tlio chainiian. 
givei'a ; and coiicLudod with a most *^Itis,”rephcJAlexander,dcUvcr- 
glrtwiiig culogium OIL pic-iiics and con- iii^ in the following;—Mrs. Briggs 
stitu lojial rights* and tliree daughters, Mr. Samuel 

Air, Alexander Bi’iggs opposed the ! BriggH^'* TJic prt'vious ceremony was 
moNon. lie liad tlic highest esteem repeated, and Airs. Briggs and tliree 
for Air, Percy Noakes ah an individind, daughters WL>re declaimed to be black- 
biit li<! did consider that ho ought ii<it h;d]ciL Mr. Alexander Briggs looked 
to bo ititruhtcd with thv^^i: iiunicnso rntlier foolish, and the iriiiiiiuder of 
powers—([>lb oh 11—lie believed that the company appeared soniewdiat over- 
ill the proposed cnpMcity Mr. Ferry awed by the mysterioua nature of the 
Nuakes w'oulJ not act fairly, ini par- proceedings, 

tinlly, or honourably ; but he he[;gtti Tlie balloting proceeded ; but, one 
it to lx* distinctly viiiderstood, that ho Httle circumstance w'liich Mr* Percy 
said this, wiiiiout the ^^Uglitcst personal Noakesliad not originally forescen,pre* 
disreapecL Mr. Hardy defended Jiis vented the System Irom working quite 
honourable friends in a voice rendered as w'ell aa he had anticipated. Every- 
jiartially uiiintulhgible hy emotion and ! body was black-balled. Mr* Alex- 
brandy-aiid'water. The pruptisition; ander Briggs, by way of retaliation, 
wjw put t* the Tote* and there ap- exercised his power of exclusion in 
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everj inatnkice, atti tha result 'was, 
tlikt after t^iree liiiuiv had Iteeu cozi' 
suitied iti hard Imllotinj;;, the names 
of onl^' tJiree j^entleDieti were found to 
iikve been agreed to^ In this dilemiria 
what was to be done 1 eitlior tlie vrhula 
pLui must fal] to the gi'ouud, or a com¬ 
promise must be effected. The latter 
alternstire was prtlerable ; and Mr. 
Percy Kookea tlitrefore proposed that 
thefonnot balloEizigshould be dispensed 
with^ and that gcntEeman should 
merely be I'equired to atate whom lie 
intended to bring. The proposal was 
acceded to ; liie Tauntons and the 
Briggijes were reinstated ; and the 
party was formed. 

The next Wednesday was fixed for 
the eventful day, and It was unsuh 
raously resolved that every member of 
the cotmiuttee should weir a piece of 
blue sarsenet ribbon round his left arm. 
It appeared from the statement of Mr. 
Percy Noakes. tJiat tbc boat belonged 
to tlie Genei'al Sttani Navigation Com¬ 
pany, and was then lying off the Cua- 
tomdiouse; and,a$ Hepttipoeed that the 
dinner and wines should be provided 
by an eminent city purveyor, it was 
arranged that Mr. Percy Noakes RhonI J 
bo on board by ueven oYluch to super- 
iptend the arrangements, and that ihe 
remaining members of the committee, 
together with (be company generally, 
should be expected to join her hy nine 
a'^elock. More brandy-and'W^ater was 
despaLclied; sovLTal Gpccches lyore: 
made by the dilferent law students 
present ; th&nks were voted to the 
chairman; and ilic meeting separated 
Tile weather liad been beautiful up 
to tliis period, and beautiful it con- 
tinued to be. Sunday passed over, and 
Mr, Percy Nonkea became unusually 
fidgetty—nisliiiigj cniiHUntly, to and 
from the Stouiri i^inckei Wfiiirf, to the 
astonbhiMciiE of the clerks, and the 
great eniolumeht of the Hulborn cab¬ 
men, Tuesday arri ved, and the an x iety, 
of Mr. f'eroy Noakea, knew no bounds. 
He was every instant running to the 
window, to look out fur chiuda; and 
Mr, Hajdy aatonished the whole square 
by pmitittitig a uow comic aong for^ 


the occasion^ in. tho ebairman’e ehani'' 
bers. 

tJueasy were the slumbers of Mr. 
Percy Noahes tliat night; he tensed 
and tumbled about, and had confused 
dreams of aleamera starting OS', and 
gigantic clocks wLtli llie hands pointing 
to a quarter past nine, and the ugly 
face ot Mr, Alexander Ifrigg^ looking 
over the boat’s sideband grinning, as If 
in dejrj^ion of Uia IruitJcss attempts to 
I move. He made a violent eiluit to 
' get on board, and awoke. The bright 
I sun was shin i tig ciicerfully into the 
bed-rootn, and Mr. Percy Noakes 
started up for bis watch. In die dread¬ 
ful expectation of finding hie worst 
dreams roali>^. 

It was just five o'clock. He calcu¬ 
lated the time—he tliould be A good 
hatf-hour dressing himself; and as it 
WAS a lovely muniiiig, and the tide 
W[]uM be then rumiing down, be would 
leisurely to StrainMane, aud have 
a boat to the Custom-house. 

ilc dressed himself, took a hasty 
apology for a breakfo.st, and sallied 
forth. The street liKiked as lonely 
I and deserted as if they had been 
crowded, overnight, for tlie last time. 
Hci'c and Ihere,. an early apprentice, 
with queiitlitd-looking tleepy ey^, was 
taking down the shutters of a shop; 
and a poLkemari or milk-woman might 
occasiimally bi* seen jutciugslowly along; 
but the servants had not yet begun to 
clean the doors, or light the kitchenfirea, 
and London looked the picture of deso¬ 
lation. At the <-oriiev of a bye-street. 
Dear Temple-bar, wju* stationed a 
street-breakfaHt.” The coffee 'B-ats 

boiling ov^T a char coni tire, and large 
slices of bread and butter were piled 
one upon the other, like deals in a 
ti tribe r-yard. The company 'were 

seated on a form, wliieh, willi a view 
both to security ajid comfort, was 
placed ogairiat a neighbouring wall. 
Two young inen^ whose uproarious 
mirth and disordered dress bespoke 
the coyviviahty of the pj'eccding even¬ 
ing, were treating (iiree and 

an Irish iabuurer, A little sweep was 
etaJtiding at a short diataneo, caating n 
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longing eye at the teruptmg delicaeies; 
and a poli^jeman wae ^atchin;; xhe 
group from tlio oppoeito £ide of the 
titroet. Th© w«i looks, and gaudy 
Anery of the Uiinly-elod women 
contrasted as strangely witli the 
gay auadighC, aa did their forced 
merriment witli tlie boieterous hilarity 
of tJio two young men, who, now and 
then, varied their amuaemctits by 
** bonnetingthe proprietor of this 
itinomtit colfee-house. 

Mr, Percy Noakea walked briekly 
hy^and when lie turned down Strand- 
lane, and caught a glimpfie of the 
glistening witter^ he tiiought he liad 
never felt so Lmportaut or so happy in 
hie life« 

** Boat, eirl” cried one of tho 
three watermen who were mopping 
out tlieir boats, and atl wLuatlbg, 
“ Boat, sir!” 

“ No,” replied Mr, Percy Koakes, 
rather sharply; for the inquiry was 
not inaik in a luanuer at all suitable 
to his dignity, 

WQuid you prefer & wossel, sir 1 
inquired anulhcr, to ihe inhiiite delight 
of the '* Jnck-iiuthi''water." 

Mr. Percy Noakea replied with a 
look of supreme contempt. 

^ Did you want to he ]iut on board 
a Bteiuncr, sir P* inquired an old 
A reman-watemiau, ve ry con fi den ti al ly« 
He was dressed in a faded red suit, 
just the colour of the cover of a very 
old Court'guiilc, 

make haste—th& Sndeavour 
—off the Ciistorndmusc.” 

" Endcavtmr !cried the man who 
had convulsed the ** Jack^ before. 
“ Vy, I see the Endeavour go up half 
an hour ago/' 

*^So did I,*' said another; “and I 
aboulil think she’d gone dow^n by this 
time, for ah« ’a a pmuoua sight too 
full of ladies and gen^lemcii/^ 

Mr, Percy Noakea affeuted to dia* 
regard theao repreii^iitatioiis, and 
stepped into the boat, which the old 
mau, by dint of scrambling, and shov¬ 
ing, and grating, had brought *Up to 
the causeway. “Shove herolfl" cried 
Mr. Percy NVakes, and away the boat 


2Z& 

I glided down ilio river; Mr* Percy 
Noakes seated on the recently mopped 
seat, and the watermen at the atairii 
offering to bet him any reasonable aum 
that he*d never reach the “Custum- 

tlSn" 

'* Here she Is, by Jove P' said the 
delighted Percy, as they ran alungaide 
the Endeavour. 

** Hold hard V* cried the steward 
over the aide, and Mr* Percy Koakes 
jumped an board, 

“ Hope you will Rnd everything ae 
you wiBlied, fiir. She looks uncommoit 
well this morning/^ 

^ She does, iodeed," replied the 
maimger, in a state of ecstasy which it 
is impossible to describe. The deeh 
waa scrubbed, and the eeai4 were 
scrubbed, and there was a bench for 
the band, and a place for dancing, and 
a pile of camp-stools, and an awning ; 
and then, Mr* Percy Noakea bustled 
down below, and tiiere were the pas¬ 
try cook^a men, and the steward’s wife, 
laying cut the dinner on two tables 
the W'hdle lengtli of the cabin i and 
then, Mr. Percy Noakes took off hia 
coat and rushed backwards and 
forwards, doing nothing, hut quits con¬ 
vinced he was assisiting everybody ; 
and the steward's wile laugiied till she 
ci-icdj and Mr, Percy Noakes panted 
with the violence of Ills exertions. 
And then, the bell a.t London-bi-idge 
wharf rang; and a Margate bunt wag 
Just starting ; and a GravfcefiJ boat 
was just starting, and people shouted, 
and porters ran down tlie steps with 
luggage that would crusli any men but 
portei'fi , and sloping hoards, with bits 
of wood nailed on them were placed 
between the Qutside boat and the b- 
sido boat; and the passengers ran 
along them, and looked Like so many 
fowls coming out of au ai'ca; aJid then, 
the bell ceased, and the boards were 
taken away, and the boats storied, and 
the whole scene was one of the most 
delightful bustle and confusion* 

The time wore Oil ; half-^^t eight 
o'clock arrived ; the pastrycook^s men 
went ashore ; the dinner was eom- 
pletely Laid out; and Mr* Percy NoAkes 
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bck#d the principal cahiu, and put tlic 
key in hla pockety in 4>rder that it 
ml^ht be stKldeiily disclosed ^ in all ita 
magnificent, to the of the 

ustoni^ihed company. The band came 
un hoard, and so did the iviue* 

Ten tnhiuU'S ti> ninei and the com¬ 
mittee einbtirked in a hedy- There 
waA Mr. Hanly, in a blue jacket and 
waistcoatj wfiiicj troustTK* silk atock- 
iug.s, and ]iumps—in fuU acjuntic 
costume^ with a straw liat on his 
head, and an immense (elcscejie 
under his arm; and there was the 
young gentleman witli the preen fipee* 
taclca, in iiaukccn hiexplicables, with a 
ditto waistcoat and bright buttons, like 
tlic pictui'Cs of Paul—nut die e.iiut. but 
he of Virginia notoriety^ The rc* 
ruainder of the committee, dressed in 
white hat-Sj light jackotaj waistcoats, 
and trousers, looked sometUinp be¬ 
tween waiters and West India planters. 

Nino o^elook struck, and the com- 
jiany an'iv'ed in shoals^ Mr. Samuel 
Briggs, Mrs. Briggs, aud the Mif-ties 
Briggs, made their appearance in a 
tinmrt pnvate wdieixy. The thrct? 
puitars, in tUcir rcspetiive dark preen 
cases, were carefully stowed away in 
the bottom of the hont, accum[]aitiied 
hy tw-n immoiise ]K>i1:foIios of niusiCj 
w liich it w'ruld take at least a week^s 
inccijsact playing to get through* The 
Tauiitnus arrived at the same moment 
i-Lith tnol^e music, and a lion—a gentle* 
niaii with a boss voice and an incipient 
red mousUiehe* Tlie coloui's of the 
Taunton party were piuk ; those of the 
BriL'g^-cft a light blue* The Tauiitons 
had artihcial dowers in their boimcta ; 
here tlie Briggses gained a decided 
advantage—they woi'e feathers. 

“How d'^ye do, dear?” tsaiJ tlie 
Miascfi Briggs to the Misses Tftuntfjn* 
^The word ** dear” amnnp girls is fre- 
fjuently flynon^^iilOua w'ith *' wrctcliJ') 

“ Quite w'ell, tlumk you, dear,” re- 
pKed the i\iiss<s I’auutun to the Misses 
Bripga; and then, thero was ^uch a 
kis-ji iig, and congratulad ng, an d eh aking 
of hands, as might have induced one to 
euppoBB that die two families were the 
best fricadt In the w'orld, Instead of 


each wisliiug the other overboard, as 
they moht siuocrely did* 

Mr. Percy Noakes received the 
visitors, and bowed to the strange 
gentleman, as if he should like to know 
who he w'fts. This was just wdiat Mrs. 
Taiiutori wiuitcil* Here was an oppor¬ 
tunity to a^stonisli tiie BrtggM.'s. 

“ Oil ! 1 beg your pariiuii,” said the 
general of tlic Taunti^n pJirly, with h 
cai'clcijs air*—“Oi-ptaiii Helves—Mr. 
Percy Noakes—Jli-s, Briggsj—Captiiiii 
Helves." 


Mr. Percy Nonkrs bowed very low ■ 
Uic gallant captain did the «.ame with 
all due ferocity, and ihe Bilggacs were 
clearly ovei'cnme. 


Our friend, Mr. Wizitle, being un¬ 
fortunately prevented from comuig," 
resumed Mrs. Taunton, “1 did myi^eir 
the pU.mni'e of bringing the CAjUaiu, 
w'hose tnusical talents 1 Ilpcw would be 
a gixat acnuisitluii." 

“ Ill the name of the conuiiittee 1 
have to thank you fur dgiiig tu, ami to 
offei' you welcome, sir," replied ITrcy* 
(Hoff? llic Eci'apiitg was reiiewcil*) 

But ]U‘ 2 iy be Eeabd—won’t vini 
walk aft? Captain, will you conituct 
Miss Tauntun ?—Ahsis Briggs, will 
you allow me ? * 

" WiuTO could they have picked up 
Uiat military maul" impured Jlrs. 
Briggs uf Mirtfi Kate Briggs, an they 
followed the iiule party* 

“J can^t imagine,” r(*pli<?fl Misii 
Kate, burst iiig with voxatiuu ; for the 
very fierce air wdlh which the gal)an; 
captain regarded the eomj^any, had 
inipi'owfscd tier witli a high sense of Itlg 
iui pur tali Lu, 

liuQt after boat ‘a.inc almigsldt, ftod 
guest nfter guest aixivcd. The iiivitsti 
had heen excel Ion tlv arraiigeEl; Mr* 
Percy Noalces Jiaving considered it as 
important that the iiuriiUcT of young 
men should exactly taJly with that of 
tlie young ladies, as that the quantity 
of knives on bnard should be in precise 
proportion to the forka. 

“Now', is every one on Iniard f'" 
Inquted Mr* Vvrey Nmkes. The 
committee (who, with tlrdr bits of 
blue ribbon^ looked as if they were all 
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gaing to bo bled) bustled about to 
aiieertain the fact, and reported that 
they Qi]|rht safely start 

Go on ! ** cned the master of the 
boat from tlie top of oae of the paddle* 
boxes. 

Go on ! *' echoed the boy, vho was 
stationed over llie hatchway to pass the 
directlona down to the engineer ; and 
away went the vessel witli that agree- 
able noise which is peculiar to steaniera^ 
aud which is composed of a mixture 
nf creaking, gushing, clanging, and 
snorting. 

“ Hoi—oi—oi—oi—oi—oi—o—t—i 
—i I ” shouted half-a-dozen Toicea 
from a boat, a quarter of a mile 
astern. 

“ Ease her ! cried the captain : 
‘‘ do these people belong to us, sir ? ” 
" N oak eh,” exclaimed ilardy, wlio 
bad been looking at every object, far 
anti near, through the large telescope, 
“ it*e the Flectwnods and the Wake* 
fields—and two elnldreti with them, by 
Jove ! ” 

** What a fthame to bring children [ 
said everybody; liow very incou- 
siderate E 

“1 say, it would be a good joke to 
pretend not to ree wouldn't it ?” 
fiuggpeted Hardy', to the immense de- 
1 Eg Jit of the company generally, A 
council of war was iiastily held, and it 
was resolved tliat tlie new comers 
sbould be taken on hoard, oil Mr, 
Hardy's solemnly pledging himself to 
tcas9 the children during tlie whole 
of the day, 

Stop her! ” ci'ied the captain, 

“ Stop her > re|K*ated tfie boy ■ 
whizz went the st4^am, and all the 
young ladies, as in duty bound, 
screamed in concert. They were only 
appEnwd by the assuraiico of the 
niartial Helves, ttiat the escape of 
steam consequent an stopping a vessel 
was seldom attended with any great 
loss of human life. 

Two men ran to the aide; and after 
Senne shouting, imd swearing, and 
angling for tlie wherry with a •boat¬ 
hook, Mr* Fleetwood, and Mrs. Fleet* 
wood, and Master Fleetwood, and Mr, 
No, 1G«, 


Wakefield, and Mr<. Wakefield, and 
Miss Wakefield, were safely deposited 
on the deck. The girl was about eia 
years old, the boy about four ; the 
former was dressed iu a wliite frock 
with a pink eash and dog’s-eared- 
looking httle spencer : a eiraw bonnet 
and green veil, stx inches by three and 
a half; the latter, was attired for the 
occa^on in a nankeen frock, between 
the bottom of which, and the top of his 
plaid socks, a considerable portion of 
two Gmail mottled legs was discernible. 
Ho had a light blue cap with a gold 
band and tassel on his head» and a 
damp piece of gingerbread in his hand, 
with which he had slightly enibossed 
Ills countenance. 

The boat once more started ofiT ] the 
baud played Off the goes ; ** the 
major part of the company converged 
cheerfully in groups; and the old geu- 
tleraen walked up and down the deck 
in pair*i, as perse veringly and gravely 
as if they were doing a match against 
time for an immense stake. They ran 
briskly down the Fool ; the gentlemen 
pointed out the Docks, the Thames 
Police-office, and other elegant public 
edifices; and the young ladies exhi¬ 
bited a proper display of lioiror at 
the appearance of tlie coahwhippera 
Olid ballast-heavers. Mr, Haidy told 
stories to the TuarHed ladies, at 
which they lauglied very much in 
their pockcMiaiidkcrchiefSi and hit 
him on the kuuckJes with their faris» 
declaring him to be a naughty man 
—a shocking creature”—^and so forth; 
and Captain Helves gave slight de* 
scriptioDs of battles and duels^ with 
a most bloodllursty air, which mode 
him the admimiiou of the women, and 
the envy of the men, QuadHUing 
commeDced ; Captain Helves danced 
one set with Miss Emily Taunton, and 
another set with Mies i^phia Taunton* 
JVlra, Taunton was in ecstasies. The 
victory appeared to be complete ; but 
alas 1 the iiieoustaney of man ! Having 
performed this necessary duty, he at¬ 
tached Uimself solely to Misa JuLLa 
Briggs, with whom he danced no leM. 
than three sets oousecutively, and firaim 
ft 
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whose side he erinced no intentTort 
of fitirrjiig for the ramaiador of the 
dnjr. 

MriHArdj;,h&rinf played one or two 
very brilliant fatita^iae on the Jewa'- 
herp^ and haviog frequently repeated 
the e^nquiBitely amusing joke of »lily 
chalking a large cross on the back of 
Eioine member of the committee, Mr. 
Percy Noakes expressed his hope that 
some of their musical friends would 
oblige the company by a display of 
their abJlitieSp 

" Perhaps,” lie said in a very insin¬ 
uating manner, Captain Helres will 
oblige us f” Mrs Tauiiton'^s counte- 
nacice lighted up, for the captain only 
naiig dueU, and couldn’t ning them 
with anybody but one of her daughters. 

‘‘Really/^ said tJiat warlike indi¬ 
vidual, 1 should be very happy, 
but—” 

“ Oh ! pray do,” cried all the young 
ladles. 

Miaa Sophia, have you any objec¬ 
tion to join in a duet ? ” 

*^Oh ! not the slightest,” retumed 
the young lady, in a tone which clearly 
showed giie bad the greatest possible 
objectinn, 

* Shall 1 accompany you, dear 1 ” 
inquired one of the Miss 
with the biatid intention of epoiUug 
the eflcct, 

Very^ raach obliged to you, Miss 
Briggs,” sh&rply retorted Mrs. Taun¬ 
ton, who saw through the mouceuvro ; 
^my daughters always sing witJiout 
accom pan j i nen ta. ” 

And witliout voices,” littered Mrs. 
Brijigs, in a low tone. 

'' Perlmps,” aaid Mr«. Taunton, red¬ 
dening, for she giicKsed the teaor of 
the observation, though she had not 
heard it clearly—Perhaps it would 
be AS well for some people, if their 
voices were not quite so audible as 
they are to otlier people.” 

perhape, if geotlemen who 
are kidnapped to pay attention toj 
some persons" daughtem, had not Buffi- 
cient discemmen^ to pay alien tion to 
other persons’ daughters,’’ roturned 
Mnn Briggs, ** some persons would not 


be BO ready to display that ill-temper 
wJiiehj, thank God, diBlijiguishee them 
from otlier persona” 

* Persons ! ’* ejaculated Mrs. Taun* 
ton. 

" Peraons,” replied Mra Briggst 

“ Insolence ! '* 

” Creature i ” 

“ Hush I hush I ” intcmipted Mr. 
Percy Noakes, who was one of tlie 
very few by whom tins dialogue had 
been overJieard. Hush 1 — pray, 
silence for the duetv” 

After a great deal of preparatory 
crowing and bumming, the captain 
began the following duet from the 
ojiera. of “ Paul and Virginia,” in tliAt 
grunting tone in which a man gets 
down, Heaven knows where, without 
the remotest chance of ever getting 
up again. This, In private circles, is 
frequently designated ** a basB voice,” 

'' See fAimg the captain} fnsm o—Cfl—aa ri” 
ainj? 

JJri^ht flames the or -1> of d- Sf* 

Firvin yofl |rro—Dve, tlie vaixed «r—oogs —^ 

Here^ the singer w’aa intermp^rd by 
varied cries E>f tlie moat drcaillul de- 
Bcriphon, proceeding fiiun somo grove 
in the hntncdinLe vicinity of the star¬ 
board paddle-box. 

** My ciiiid I ” Rcrcftmed Mrs. Fleef- 
wood. '* My child ! it is his voice— I 
know it ” 

Mr. Fleetwood, accompanied by 
several gentlemen, here rushed to the 
quarter from wlience tlie noise pro¬ 
ceeded, and on exclamation of horror 
burst from die company the general 
imprcsshjti being, that ihe littlE iimo- 
cent ha^d eiiiicr g( i ide head in tlie 
vratcr, or his legs in the machinery, 

” What ia Iho tnaitcr i " bUoutod the 
agonised father, ns he returned witli 
tlie child in his arms. 

" Oh! uh ! oh r* Bcreamed the email 
sufferer again, 

“What is the matter, dear?” in¬ 
quired the father once more—hastily 
alripping off the nankeen frock, for 
the ]»ijr|]ose of ascertaining whether 
the child hod one boDC which waa not 
amaalied to pieces. 
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'^Oh J oh !—Pm eo frightened !” 

” liVliat at, dear l—what at I ** aaid 
tlie motlier^ eoothing the sweet infant 
" Oh I he 'h been inakiiig such dread¬ 
ful iaces at me,^^ cried ttie boy, relapsing 
into convuUionaatthebare recohection. 
He !—who 1 cried everyb<>dj*, 

crowding round him^ 

**Oh ! — him 1” replied tlie ehiid, 
pointing at Hardy., who affected to be 
the most concerned of the whole group. 

The real state of the ca#e at once 
flaslicd upon the minds of all present, 
with the exception of tlie FJeetwoods 
and tlie Wakcfieldsi, The facetious 
Hardy, in fuliiluient of his promise, 
had watched the chilil to a remote 
[art of the vessel, and, suddenly ap- 
]>^ariiig he fore him with the most 
awful contortions of visage, liad pro- 
duced, hift jiaroxysm of teiTor. Of 
course^ he now observed that it was 
hai'dly ncecsBary for him to deny the 
accusation ; and the uiifortunato little 
vietljn wna accordiiiglj' led below, after 
I'ccciving sundry thumps nn the brad 
IroTU both his piii'euts, lor having the 
wict:cd]ics!; to loll a story. 

This little jtilerj^ptioiL hiving been 
adjiislod, the captain resumed, and 
Miss Hniily chimed in, lu due course. 
The duot w^as ktidly applauded, atid, 
certainly, the jicrl'ect indepeudeiice of 
the parde^ deseryed great commenda¬ 
tion, Miss Emily sung her part, with¬ 
out the flihghteat reference to the cap* 
ndn ; auci the captain sang so loud, that 
he had not tliesb^nU-st idea w hat was 
Itoiug done by hla |}artncr* After hav¬ 
ing gone through the last few eighteen 
or nineteen bars by hinisolf, therefore, 
lie acknowledged the plaudits of the 
ctrcle with that air of sell-denial winch 
men usually assume wbeu they think 
they have done Bomcdiing to astcmisli 
the coiupany. 

said Mr, Percy Noakes, 
who had just ascended from the forc- 
cabiiJj where he had been busily eti* 
g^ed in decanting the wine, if the 
^f^cs Briggs wilt oblige us with ^nne- 
thing before dinner, 1 aiu sure we aboil 
be very mucli delighted.” 

One of thofle huma of admiration 


follow ed the suggestion, which one fre¬ 
quently hears in society, when nobody 
has the most dialant notion what he 
ia expressing hia approval cif» The 
three Misses Brigga looked modestly 
At their mamma, and the mamma 
looked approvingly at her daughters, 
and Mrs. Taunton looked scornfiiDy 
at all of them. The Misses Briggs 
asked for their guitars, and several 
gentlemen seriously damaged the cases 
in tlieir anxiety to present them^ 
Then, there was a very intereEting 
production of tlire* litde keys for the 
aforesaid cases, and a melodramatic 
expression of Imrrnr at fin ding a string 
broken ; and a vast deal el screwinj^ 
and tightening, and windingt and 
tuning, during which Mrs. Bngga ex- 
]jatiated to those near her on tlie 
immense difficulty of playiug a guitar, 
Qiid hlined at the wondrous proficiency 
of her daughters lu tkol niyaiic art. 
Mrs. Tauutoii whispered to a neigli- 
bour that it was quite fiickening 1 ” 
atid the blisses Taunton looked as il 
they knew how to play, but disdained 
to do it. 

At k-nglli, tlie litia^s Briggs began 
in real eariicsu It was a uew Spanish 
(ximposition, for three voices and three 
guitars. The effect woe electrical. All 
eyes were turned u|>ou the captain, 
who was reported to iiave once passed 
through Spain with his regiment, and 
wJio must be well iK'qnahit^ with tlie 
national music. He was in raptures, 
Tbla was sutlicient ; the trio woe cn- 
corod ; the applause was universal ^ 
and never had the Tauutons suflcred 
such a complete defeat. 

Bravo! i'Tavo!” ejaculated the 
captain '—Bravo ! ” 

Pretty 1 i?nH it, sh*!” inc)uLred 
Mr. Samuel BriggSj with the air of a 
so if-satisfied showman. By-the-by, 
these w'ere tlie fir^t words he had been 
heard to utter eiuce he left BoswcU- 
court the evening before. 

“ De—liglitful ! ” returned the cap¬ 
tain, With A flourish, and a niiUtary 
cough ;—do—Jightful !” 

** Sweet instruiuent!” said an old 
gentleman with a bold head, who had 

a2 



244 


SKETCHES BY BOZ. 


been trying all Ibc rnortiing to look 
through a teleseope, maide tlio glass ol 
wliidi Mr^ Hardy had fixed a large 
blaek wafer* 

** Did you erer hear a Portuguese 
tauibonne 1 itii|uircd that jcKular 
iudividiuiL 

“Did you ever hear a tom-tonij 
Sir 1 '' sternly inquired the eaptain^ 
who lost no opportunity of sbowiag OS' 
his travels, real or pretended* 

“ A what f ” ashed Hardy, rather 
taken aback* 

“ A tom-tom.” 

Kever I ” 

Nor a gurn gum i ” 

** Never I ” 

“What iV a gum-gum t ” eagerly 
inquired several young ladiex 
“ When I was ia the 3^t Indies,” 
1 ‘eplled the cnptaiti. (Here was s disco¬ 
very—he had been in the East Indies I) 
—“when 1 was iu the Hast Indies, 1 
was once stopping) a few thoussud 
up the country) on a visit at the bouac 
of a very particular friend of mine, 
Ham Chowdar Doss Azupb A1 Bowlar 
—a devilisli pleasant fellow* Aa we 
were enjoying our liookahs, one even¬ 
ing, in the eoul verandah in front of 
Ilia v|lla^ we were ratiler aurpriaed by 
the sudden appeamnee of thirty-four 
of his Kit-ma-gars (for he hfld rather 
a large cstablisbuieut tbere), accom¬ 
panied by an equal number of Cou-su- 
luara, approacbiiig the house with a 
threatening aspect, and beating a tom¬ 
tom* TJie Kam started up-” 

“ Who ? ” inquired the bald gentle- 
luau, intensely interested, 

“ The Ram—Ram Chowdar—" 

“ Oh I ” said tlie old gentleman, 1 
beg your pardon ^ pray go on*” 

—Stai'ted up and drew a pistol. 

* Helves,' said lie, *tny boy/—be 
always called me, my boy^—* Helves,^ 
said he, * do you hear tliat tom-tom ? * 

* I do," aaid L Hia countenance, 
which before was pale, assumed a most 
frightful appeamnee ; his whole visage 
was distorted) and his frame shaken 
by violent emotLone. * Do you see tliat 
gum-gam f’ said he. ‘No,’ said 1, 
staring about me, *You doi/C I’ said 


he, f No, I ^11 be damned if I do,' said 
r I ^ and what's niorcj, I don*C know 
wliat a gum-gum is/ said 1. I really 
thought the Ram would have dtapped. 
He drew me aside, and with an expres* 
sion of agony 1 shajp never forget^ said 

in a low whisper-- 

“Dinner^8 on the table, ladies,” 
interrupted the atoward^e wife* 

“ Will you allow me I ” said the 
captain, immediately Kuiling the action 
to tJie word, and escorting Mins Julia 
Briggs to the cabin, witliaamuch eose 
as if be had hoished the story. 

“ What an extraordinary circum* 
Gtance! '* ejaculated the sniric old 
geDtleman, preserving his listening 
attitude, 

“ What a traveller I ” said the 
young ladies. 

“ WhataFingularnaroe 1" cxclaTmcd 
the geutieineiij rather confused by the 
cOfllntyjB of the whole affair. 

“1 wish he had finished the story/' 
said on old lady. “ 1 wonder what a 
gum-gum really is ? ” 

** By Jovo f ” exclaimed H.^rdy, who 
until now had been lost in utter aiuar.i- 
inent, “1 doii^t know what it may lie 
in India, but in England I think agiini- 
guiu hus very much the same meaning 
as a hum-bng,” 

How illiberal! how envious !^’ 
cried everybody, aa they made for the 
cabin^ fully impressed witli a belief in 
the eaptaiifs amazing adventures. 
HudvcB was tlie sole lion for tlic 
remainder of the day—impudence and 
the marvellous are pretty sure pass¬ 
ports to^any suciety. 

The party had by this time readied 
their destination, aud put about on 
tlieir returu homo. The wind, which 
had been with them the whoJo day, 
was now directly in their toeiii ] the 
weather had become gradually mors 
and more overcast ; and the sky, 
water, and shore, were all of that dull, 
heavy, uniform lead-colour, which 
house-painters daub in the first instance 
over^ street-door which ia ^aduaTly 
ap[iroachiiig a atatc of eoav^escence. 
It had been “ apltting" with rain for 
the last half-hour^ jmd now began to 
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pour in good earnest. The wind was 
iresheninj^ very fast^ and the waternian 
at the wheel had unequiyecally ex- 
pressed kis epinie^n that there would 
shortly be a squalL A slight emotion 
on the part of the veeael, now and 
tlien^ seemed to suggest the possibilijty 
of Its pitching to a very uncomfortahle 
extent in the event of ita blowing 
harder; and every timber began to 
creak, as if the boat were an overladen 
chnhcS'baf^ket. Sea-aickaeaSj however, 
is liko 3, belief in ghosts—every one 
entertains soine misgivinga on the 
subject, but few uilL acknowledge 
any* The majority of tlie company, 
therefore, endt^avoured to htok pecu¬ 
liarly happy, feeling all tlio w^hile 
especially miserable. 

“ Doii^l it rain I ” inquired the old 
gentlenian before noticed, w'hen, by 
ditit of srjuce^ing and jamming, they 
were all seated at table. 

I think it does—a little,” replied 
Mi\ Percy Noakos, who could hardly 
hear iiimself speak, iu eoiiscqueuce 
of the pattering on tlie deck. 

** Don^t it blow S ” inquired some 
one else. 

“No—I don^t think H does” re¬ 
sponded llaitiy, sincerely wiBhing that 
iic could persuade Iiimself that it did 
not; for he sat near the door, and was 
almost blown off liia seatu 

If'll BOOH cleiu up,” said Mr, 
Percy N cakes, in a cheerful tone. 

“ Oil, certainly ! ” ejaculated tlje 
committee generally, 

** No doubt of itl” said the remainder 
of the company, whose aEtetitioJi was 
now pretty well engrossed" by the 
serious business of eating, carving, 
taking wine, and so foi ih. 

The tlirobbirig motion of tlie engine 
waa but too perceptible. There was 
a largej substkiitial, cold boiled leg of 
muUuu, at the biittoiu of Uie Uble, 
shaking like blanc-mange; a previously 
hearty sirloin of beef Inoki^ aa if it 
had been suddenly seized with the 
palsy; and some torguee, which were 
placed on dishes rather too large for 
them, went through the most sur- 
prising evolutions; darting from side 


to side, and from end to end, Uko a 
fly in an inverted wine-glass, Thcp^ 
the bweets shook, and trembled, till it 
was quite impossible to help theiDi and 
people gave up the attempt id despair; 
and the pigeoti^pies looked ne if the 
birds, whose legs were stuck outaide, 
were trying to get them in. Tlie table 
vibrated and started like a fevotish 
pulse, and the very legs were con- 
vulfted--e very thing was Bbaklng and 
jarring. The beams in the roof of 
the cabiu seeined as if they were put 
there for the sole purpose of giving 
people headaobesj and several elderly 
gentlemen became ill-tempered in con¬ 
sequence. As fast as the steward put 
the fire-irons up, they wowl'd fall down 
again j and the more tlie ladies and 
gciitlciuaii tried to sit comfortably on 
their seats, the more the seats seemed 
to slide away from the ladies aad gen¬ 
tlemen, Several omLoons demands 
were made for small glasses of brandy; 
the countenances of the company 
gradually underwent moat extraordi¬ 
nary changes ; one gentleman was ob- 
aerved suddenly to rush Jrom table 
w ithout the slightest ostensible reason, 
and dart up the stopa with incredible 
swiftneas : tliereby greatly damaging 
botJi Iiimself and the steward, who hap¬ 
pened to be coming down at the same 
moment, 

Tlie cloth was removed ; tJie dessert 
was laid on the hkble ; and the glasses 
weru filled. The motion of the boat 
increased; several members of the 
party began to feel rather vogue and 
mistyj atid looked as if they liad only 
jubt get up. The young gentleman 
with the spectacles, who had been in a 
Buctuating BUle for wuie time—atone 
moment brJglit, and at another dismaij, 
like a revolving light on the sea-coast 
—roalily announced hia wisU to pro¬ 
pone a toast After several iaeflectual 
attempts to preserve bis perpendicular^ 
the young gentleman, having managed 
to book hinieelf to the ceulre leg of 
the table with his left hand, proceeded 
as follows; 

“ Ladies and gentlemen. A gentle* 
man 19 among usr^l may say a stranger 
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—(here some painful thought seemed 
to strike the oi'ator; he p&used^ And 
Jooked extremely odd) whose toleiitA^ 
whose travels, whose eiieerfuliiess —" 

** I beg your pardon, Ed kina," hastily 
inLemipted Hr* Percy Noakea* — 
Hardy, what’a the matter 1 ” 

** Nothing," replied the “ funny gen- 
tlemBn," who had just life enough left 
to utter two consecutive syllables. 

Will you have some brandy i ** 

** No! " roplied Hardy in a tone of 
great indignation, and looking as coio- 
forlablo os Temple-bar in a Sco^h 
mist i what ahould 1 want brandy 
for ? ” 

** Will you go on deck ! ” 

“ No, I will not.** This wm said 
with a most determined air, and in a 
jvoice which might have been taken 
for an imitation of anything; it was 
quite as much like a guinea-pig as a 
bassoon, 

‘‘I beg your pardon, Ed kins," said 
the courteoue Percy ; “ I tliought our 
friend was ilL Pray go on.'* 

A pause. 

“ Pray go on.'’ 

Mr* Edkins fr gone,** cried home¬ 
body, 

“ I beg your pardon, sir/* said the 
steward, running up to Mr, Perry 
Noakes, " I beg your pardon, sir, but 
the gentleman as just went on deck— 
him with the green spectacles—is 
utioommon bad, to be sure ; and the 
young man as played the wiolin says, 
that unless he has some biimdy he 
can't anewer for the consequences. 
He says he lias a wife and two chil¬ 
dren, whose weiTy subsistence de¬ 
pends on his breaking a weasel, and 
he expects to do so every moment* 
The hagcolet's been wery ill, but lie's 
better, only he *a m a dicadrul prus- 
pHration.** 

All disguise was now useless ; the 
company staggefr^ on deck ; the gen¬ 
tlemen tried to sec nothing but tlie 
clouds;and the ladies,mufHed up in sueli 
shawls and cloaks as they had brought 
with them^ lay about on the scats, and 
under the seats, in the most wretched 
condition* Never wu such a blowing. 


and raining, and pitching, and tosaing, 
endured by any pieseure party before* 
Several remonstrances were sent down 
belpw, on tlie subject of Master Fleet- 
wood, but they were totally unheeded in 
ooiisequonce of the iudisposition of hia 
natural protectors. That iuteresting 
child screamed at the top of iiis voice, 
until he bad no voice left to scream 
with; and then. Miss Wakeheid be* 
gan, and screamed for tJie jemaluder 
of the passage. 

Mr* Hardy was observed,some hours 
afterwardsjin au attitude wiiich induced 
his friends to suppose tliat he was 
busily engaged ui contemplating die 
beauties of the deep; tiiey only re¬ 
gretted that hia taste for the pictureEque 
should lead liim to remaid no long in a 
position, very injurious at all times, 
but especially so, to an individual la* 
bouring under a teadency of blood to 
the head. 

The party arrived off the Cuatom- 
house at about two o'clock on the 
Thursday morning, dispirited and 
worn out. The Tauntons were too ill 
to quarrel willi the Briggses, and tlia 
Briggses were too wretched trj aimoy 
the Tauntons. One of the guitar-eases, 
was lost on its paasni^e to a liackncy- 
ccach, and Mra. Brigga iiaa not 
scrupled to state that the Tauutons 
bribed a porter to throw it down an 
area* Mr. Alexander Briggs opposes 
vote by baiiot—he says from penionaL 
cxpcrjcncD of its incfiicacy ; and Mr« 
Samuel Briggs, whenever lie is asked 
to express his eciitiments on the point, 
says ho has no opinion on that or any 
other svfojcct. 

Mr* Edkms—the young gentleman 
in the green spectacloH — makes a 
speech on every occasion on which a 
Speech can pofuiibly be made *. the elo* 
quence of which can only be equalled 
by its length. In the event of his not 
being previoiifliy appointed to a judge¬ 
ship, it is pi'obahle that he will practise 
as a barrister in the New Central 
Criminal Court* ■ ^ 

Ciiptaln Hcivcfl continued his atten-^ 
tion to Misfi Julia Briggs, whom he 
might posaibly have espoused, if it 
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had mi anfortunately happened that 
Mr> Samuel arrested him, in the way 
of biiHinasB, pursuant to instructions 
received from Messra. Scroggins and 
Payne^ whose towu-debta Hie gallant 
captain hail condescended to collect, but 
wHoae accounts, with the judiacretion 
somocimea peculiar to military minds, 
lie had omitted to keep with tliat dull | 


Mcuracy which custom has rendered 
neceasaiy* Mre, Tauntnn cotnplaina 
that she has lieen much deceived in 
him^ He introduced himaelf to the 
family on board a Gravcfiend steam- 
packet, and certainly, Hierefore, ought 
to have proved respectable. 

Mr* Percy Noakce is ae light-hearted 
and careless as ever 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

THE GllEAT WINOLEBUnif |>irEL. 


Tub little town of Great Wingleb^iry 
ig eicfl.c^tly forty-two miles and three 
quarters from Hyde Park eomer» It 
lias a louf:, sti-a"gliu|r, quiet High- 
street, with a great black and white 
clock ftt a small red Town-hallj lialf- 
W'sy up—a market-place—a cag^e—an 
usaenibly-room—a church—a bridge 
—a eimpel—a tliealrc—a library—an 
inn—a pump—and a Post-office. Tra- 
dltioa tells of a ” Little Winglebury/^ 
down some cross-road about two miles 
olf; and^ a& a squai'o mass of dirty 
paper, supposed to have been originally 
intended for a letter^ with certain 
tremu I ous cha ractens i nacribetl tliereon ^ 
in which a IlTsly imagination might 
trace a remote resemblance to the 
word Little,” was Once stuck up to 
be owned lu the sunny window of tiie 
Great Wltiglcbury Post-oftice, from 
which it only disappeared when it fell to 
pieces witii dust and cj^lvcme old agcj 
tliere would appear to be some founda¬ 
tion for the legend. Common belief 
lE inclined to bestow the name upon a 
httlc hole at the end of a muddy lane 
about a couple of miles long, colonised 
by one whijelwright, four paupers, and 
a beer-shop; but, even tliia authority, 
slight as it is, must be regarded with 
extreme euapicion, inasmucii as the 
iniiahitants of the hole aforesaid, con¬ 
cur in opining that it never had any 
name at alt, from the earliest ages 
down to the present day. 

TJie WingJcbury Arms, in the centre 
of the Higli-street, opposite the smalt 
building wiili the big dock, is the 
principal inn of Great Wiiiglebury— 
the commercial^ inn, pnetlng-heuse, 
and exctge-ofHce ; the Blue house 
at every election, and the Judges* 
home at every assizes^ It is the 
head-quarters of the Genttemon'e 
Whist Club of Winglebury Blues (so 
called in oppoaltian to the Gentlemen's 


Whist Qub of Winglebury Buffs, 
held at the other house, a little further 
down) ; and v^herievcr a juggler, or 
wBx*work man, or enocert-gi ver, takes 
Great Winglebury in his circuit, it is 
immediately placarded all over the 
town that Sir. So-and-so, trusting to 
that liberal support which the inlia- 
bitnnts of Great Winglebury have 
long been eo liberal in bestowing, has 
at a great exjHirise engaged the eiegaut 
and commodious assembly-rooms, 
attached to tha Winglebury Arms,” 
Tko house is a large one, with a red 
brick and stone front ; a pretty 
spacious liall, ornamented with ever¬ 
green plants, termiuates in a perspec¬ 
tive view of tlie bar, and a glass case, 
in which arc displayed a choiec variety 
of delicacies ready fur drcAHiHg, to 
Catch the eye of a new-comer the 
moment he enters, and excite his 
appetite to the higbeet poealblc pitch. 
Opposite doors lead to the “coffee” 
and ‘^commercial” rooms; and a 
great wide, rAinbling staircase;,—three 
stairs and a landing—four stairs and 
another landing—one step and another 
landing—half-a-dozen staira and ano¬ 
ther landing—and iff Oil—conducts to 
galleries of bedrooms, and labyrinths 
of sitting-rooms, dciiomitvalcd “pri¬ 
vate,” ^liere you may enjoy your¬ 
self, as privately ag you can in any 
place whore gome bewildered being 
walks into your room every five 
minutes, by mistake, and tlicn walks 
out again, to open all the doors along 
tlie gallery until he finds his own. 

Such is the Winglebury Arms, at 
this day, and such was the^ Wtuglelnjry 
Arms Pome time eiuce—no matter 
when—two or three ininuEes before 
the arrival of tlie London stage, FoUr 
bors^ with clotlis on—chango for a 
coach^wore stauiding quietly at the 
comer of tbo yard^ surrounded by a 
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group of post-boye in shiny hata 
and amock^frockSf engaged in discus' 
Bing thfs^ merits of tlie cattle ; hdf a 
dozen ragged boys were standing a 
little apart, liatening witli evident 
interest to the conversation of these 
worthies ; and a few loungers were col¬ 
lected round the horse*trough, awaiting 
the arrival of the eoach^ 

Tile day was hot and sunny, the 
town in tile zcnitli of its dulness^ and 
with tiie exception of these few idlers, 
not & living creature to be aeon. 
Suddenly, the loud no tea of a key- 
bugle broke the monotonons stillness 
of the street ; in c&me the coach, 
rattling over the uneven paving with 
a noise startling enough to stop even 
the large-fiuced clock itself, Dowu got 
tlie outsides, up wont the windows In 
all directions, out came the w'aitcrs^ 
up started tlie ostlers, and the leungers, 
and tlie post-boys, and the ragged boys, 
as if they were electrihed—unstrap¬ 
ping, and unchaining, and unbuckling, 
and dragging willing horses oat, and 
forcing reluctant horses in, and making 
a most exhilarating bnatle, ^ 
Inside, hereT* said the guard. ^*Pleaae 
to alight, ma’amsaid tlie waiter. 
** Private Bitttug-ruom interrogated 
the lady. “Gerfcainly, ma'am/’ re- 
spunded the chambermaid. ‘‘^Nothing 
but these ^ere trunks, ma'am 1” in¬ 
quired the guard. “Nothing more/’ 
replied the lady. Up got the outsides 
again, and the guard, and the coach¬ 
man ; off came the eloths, witli a jerk, 
"All right** was tlie cry ; and away 
they went. The loungers lingered 
a ramute or two in the road/watching 
the coach until it turned the corner, 
and then loitered away one by one. 
The street was clear again, and the 
town, by contrast, quieter than ever/* 
Lttjdy in number twenty-five/* 
screamed the landlady.—“ Thomas ! ’* 

“ Ves, raa*ani,” 

“ Lettei* just been left for the gen- 
Uemaii in number nineteen. Boots at 
' the Lion left it. No answer/* 

" Letter for you, air^** said Hiomas, 
depositing the letter on number uLne- 
teen's table, 


** For me!” said number nineteen, 
turning from the window, out of which 
lie hod been surveyiug tlie ecene just 
described. 

“Yes, sir,'*—^{walters always apeak 
in hints, and never utter complete een- 
tcDoee,)—"yes, iir,—Booia at ihe 
Lion, si Bar, si r—Missi s sai d number 
CLmetecn, sir—Alexander Trott, Esq., 
sir 1—Your card at the bar, sir, I 
think, sir T** 

My name fs Trott,** replied number 
nineteen, breaking the seaJ. *^Ydu 
may go, waiter.** The waiter pulled 
down the winilow-blind, and then pulled 
it up again—for a regular waiter must 
do something before he leaves the 
room^—adjusted the glas«s on the 
sideboaid, hrualicd a place tliat was 
n(4 da&ty, rubbed hie hands very liord, 
walked stealthily to the door, and 
evaporated. 

There was, evidently, something in 
the contents of the letter, of a nature, 
if not wholly unexpected, certainly 
eilremely disagreeable. Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Trott laid it down, and took 
it up again, and walked about tlie 
room on particular squares of the 
carpet^and even attempted, though un¬ 
successfully, to wliibtlo au air. It 
wouldn't do. He tlirew himself iutn a 
chair and read tlie following epistle 
aloud — 

Blue Liaa and Stemoeb-woneer, 

Unat VVisflebury, 

Wtdttadajf itirniiiff. 

Sir. Immediately on discovering 

J rour intentions, I left our counting* 
louAC, and followed you. 1 kuow the 
purport of your journey;—that journey 
shall never be completed. 

“ 1 liBve no friend here, just now« on 
whoae secresy I can rely. ITiis sliail 
be 110 obstacle to my revenge. Neither 
aliall Emily Brown be exposed to the 
mercenary fiolicltataons of a scoundrel, 
odious in her eyes, and contemptible 
in every badyelae*s: nor will 1 tamely 
submit to tlie dandestiue at lacks of a 
base umbrella-maker. 

“ Sir. From Great Winglebury 
cbtqteh, a footpath leada through four 
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to a retired Apot known to 
the townsipeople as StiJfun'a Acre. *’ 
fMr. Troti shuddered.] ** F eh&E] be 
waitiofF thei^ abne^ at twenty mmutes 
before six o'clock tO‘in«>rrow ntomlng. 
Should 1 he disi^ppolnted IP seeing you 
tliere, I wlU do myself the ]>Lea3ure of 
CdJIiDg with a horsewhip^ 

IloRiCE Huhtea. 

* PS, There is a gunsmitb^s in the 
High-fltreet; and they won't sell gun¬ 
powder after dark—yu u un deratan d me. 

“ PPS. You had better not order 
your breakfagtin the mornmg until you 
LiAve mot me. It may he an uoneces' 
sary expense/' 

** Desperate-minded villain 1 I know 
how it wtiuld btil" ejaculated the teir^ 
rlRcd Trott ‘-^l always told father^ 
that once atart me on this expedition, 
and Hunter would pursue tub like the 
Wandering Jew. It's bad enough as 
It is, to mari^' with the old people's 
conunandfl, and wiftmut the girl's 
content; but what wlU Emily think of 
me, if 1 go dowu there, breathliese with 
muning away from this infernal sala¬ 
mander! What tImU I do! What 
cun 1 do ^ If 1 go back to the city, 
I'm disgraced for ever—loge the girl— 
and, what's more, loae tlie money too. 
Even If I did go otl to the Browns' by 
the coach, Hunter would be after me in 
apost^diaise ; and if I go to this place, 
this Stiffun^s Acre (another shudder), 
I'm afi good as dead. 1 ^ve seen him 
hit the man at the Pall-mall shdoting- 
gallery, in tiie sccciid button-hole of 
the waistcoat, live times out of every 
SIX, and when he didn't hit him there, 
he hit him in the head/' With this 
consolatory reminiseencc, Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Trotl again ejaculated, What 
shall 1 do 1 " 

Long and weary were hia reflec¬ 
tions, as, bury lug his fare in hia hands, 
he sat ruminating on the best course to 
be pursued^ Hie mental direction- 
poet pointed to London. He thought 
of “the govemor'a“ anger, and the 
loss of the fortiiTic which the paternal 
Brown had promiiq^d the jistemal 
Trott his daughter should contribute 


to tliQ eofTers of his son. Then the 
words To Brown’s" were legibly in¬ 
scribed on iho said dii’ectiBn-post, but 
Hoi ace Hunter'^ denunciatiou rung Iq 
his ears j-^last of all it bore, in red 
letters, the wi>rdg, To StlJTun's 
Acre and then Me, Alesumder Trott 
decid^ on adopting a plan which he 
presently matured,. 

First and furemof^t, he despatched 
the under-boota to the Blue Lion and 
Stomach-warmer, with a geoUemaiily 
note to Mr. Horace Hunter, iittimutirig 
that he thltstcd fur his destruction and 
would do himself the [pleasure of alaugh- 
terbJig him next morning, without fail. 
He then wrote another letter, and re- 
ijueated tlie attendance of the other 
boo ts—for they kept a pair, A modest 
knock at the rtJom-diKir was heard. 
"Come in,*' said Mr, Tiott, A man 
thrui^t in a red head with one eye in it, 
and being again deflli'cd to " come in/' 
brought in the body and the legs to 
which the head belonged, and a fur cap 
wliich belonged to tiie head. 

"You are the upper-boota, 1 think ?" 
inijuired Mr. Trott, 

" Ves, 1 am the upper-boots/' re¬ 
plied a voice from inside a. velveteen 
case with mothe]>of-[jearl bntlons— 
" limt IS, I'm the boots as b'longs to 
the house ; tlie other man's my man, 
fts goes erj^nndft and doea odd jobs. 
Top-ht>otg ajid half-boots, I calls ua” 

** You 're from London inquired 
Mr. Trott, 

" Driv a cab once," was the laconic 
reply. 

" Why don't you drive it nuw ? ' 
asked MA Trott. 

" Over-driv the O'b, and driv over 
a 'ooihin," replied tlie Ujp-boota, with 
brevity. 

" Do yon know die mayor’s house V* 
inquired Tmtt 

“ Rather/' replied the boots, sig- 
niflcantly, as 1| he had Bomo good 
reason to remember it. 

" Do vou think you could nianage to 
leave a letter tlierel** interrpgated 
Trott.* 

Shouldn't wonder/' reapoaded 
boots. 
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But tbii letter/' said Trott, told mg 
a deformed note with ft partlyUe diree- 
ttoii ID one liandj and bve etiiljinga m 
tlte oUier —** tliia letter is anonymous.'' 

A—what V' interrupted the booU^ 
” Auonymous—he not to know 

who it comes from.'* 

‘*Oh ! I eee/ responded tlie pe^'ler, 
with ft kiLowing wink, but without 
evineing the slightest (IMndinatiou to 
undertake the chai'ge—'* I see^—bit o* 
SviDgj eJ] r' and hta one eye wandered 
round the room,u if in quest of ft dark 
Jantem and pheaphoruS'boK. ** But, 
1 aay ! ” he contitiued,reo&Uing the eye 
from ita search, and bringing it to bear 
on Mr+ Trott, I say, he’s a lawyer, 
our mayor, and insured iu the County. 
If you*ve a spite ageu liim, you*d 
better not burn his house down-^ 
bloRscd if I don't think it would be tho 
greateat favour you could do luiu/* 
And lie chuckled inwardly. 

If Mr* Alexmvder Trott had been in 
any other situation, his first act would 
have been to kick the man down stairs 
by deputy ; Or, in otlier worda, to ring 
the bell, and desire the landlord to 
take hie boots off. He contented him¬ 
self, however, with doubling the fee 
and explaining tJiat the letter merely 
related to a breach of the peace. The 
top-boots retired, solemnly pledged tn 
aocreay ' and Mr* Alexander Trott 
sat down to a fried sole, main tenon 
cutlet, Madeira, and smidries, with 
greater eompijMire th&u he Jiad expe¬ 
rienced since the receipt of Horace 
Hunter'a letter of defiance. 

Tlie lady who alighted from the 
London coach had no soon A* been in* 
stalled in ntimher twenty-five, and 
made some alteration in her travelling- 
dress, than she intiited a note to Joseph 
Overton, epiquire, solicitor, and mayor 
of Great Winglebury, requetting liis 
immediate attendance on private busi¬ 
ness of paramount importance—a eum- 
moD3 which tliat worthy functionary 
loflt no time in obeying; for after 
' sundry openings of his eyes, divers 
ejaculations of “ Bless aild other 
manifestations of surprise, he took his 
broad-brimmed hat from its accuse 


tomed peg in his little front office, and 
walked bribkly down tbo High-Street 
to the Winglebury Arms ; through the 
liftll and up the staircase of which esta¬ 
blishment lie was ushered by the land¬ 
lady, and a crowd of cfHcioua waiters, 
to the door of number twenty-hve* 
Show the gentleman in,’' said the 
stranger lady, in reply to the foremost 
waiter's announcemeuL The gentle- 
mati was shown iit accordingly* 

The lady rose from the sofa ; tlie 
mayor advanced a step from the door ; 
and there they both paused,for a minute 
or two, looking at one another as if by 
mutual consent. The mayor saw before 
him a buxom richly*iireseed female 
of about forty ; tbe lady looked upon 
a sleek man, about ten years older, Iu 
drab shorts and continuations, bluk 
coat, neckcloth, and gloves. 

“Miss Julia MftUtieis I exclaimed 
the may or at length,** you astonisf] me.** 
" T hat *8 very unfai r of you, 0 verton," 
replied Miss Julia, “ for 1 have known 
you, long enough, not to be surprised at 
anything you do, and you might extend 
equal Courtesy to me.** 

“But tOi run away—^actually mu 
away—with a young maul’* remon¬ 
strated the mayor* 

“You wouldn't liave me actually 
run away with au old one, I presume!** 
was the cool rejoinder. 

** And then to ask me—me-—of all 
people in the world—a man of my age 
and appearance—mayor of the town— 
to promote such a scLienie 1 ** petUsldy 
ejaculated Joseph Overton ; throwing 
himself into an arm-chair, and pro¬ 
ducing Mias Julift'a letter from his 
pocket, as if to corroborate tlie asaer- 
tion that he had been asked, 

“ Now, Overton/' replied the lady, 
“ 1 want your aeisistance in this matter, 
and I must have it. Tn the lifetime of 
tliat poor old deai-, Mr. Comberry, 
wbo^—who“" 

“ Who was to have married yon, and 
didn't, because he died first ] and who 
left you his property uneitcuRibered 
w'ith the addition of himself,’* auggested 
tlie mayor. 

“ Well,” replied Misa Julia, red* 
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dening slightly, " id llie llfelame of tlie 
poor old dear, the property liad the 
iDCumLratice of your mansgeoient j 
and all I will say of that I only 

wonder li didn't die of consumption in¬ 
stead of it* master. Y ou helped your¬ 
self then:—help tno tiow*" 

Mr* Joseph Overton was a man of 
the world, and an Attorney ; and as 
certain indistinct reeoilectioiis of an 
odd tltousand pounds or two, appro^ 
priated by mi stake, pasHtd aeross Ins 
mind, he hcimned deprecaiingly, 
smiled blandly, remained silent for a 
few Broun ds; and finally inijuii'od, 
*' What do you wish me to do 

I *11 tell yon,” replied Miss Julia— 
<*P11 tell you in three words. Dear 
liOrd Peter— 

“That^s the youniij man, 1 sup¬ 
pose—” iuterrupttid thy mayor, 

“ Tliat ’a the young Nobleman,” re¬ 
plied the lady, with a great stress on 
the la^t word* '* Dear Lord Peter is 
coniideraldy aft^jiid of the resentment 
of his family ; and we have therefore 
tliought it better to make the match a 
stolen one^ He left town, to avoid sus¬ 
picion, on a visit to liis fnend, the 
Hotiour&ble Augustus Flair, whose 
seat, as you know, is about thirty miles 
from this, accompanied only by his 
favourite tiger* We arranged that I 
shfmid come here alone in tlie Loudon 
coach , an<i that he, leaving his tiger 
and cab hell in d him, should come on, 
and arrive liere as soon as possible 
this afternoon."' 

** Very wellj*" observed Joseph 
Overton, *^and then he can order tlie 
chaise, and you can go on to Gretna 
Green together, without Tequii'ing the 
presence or interference of a thu'd 
party, can't you T" 

** No ” replied Misa Julia. ^*We 
have every rea.^on to believe—dear 
Lord Peter not being considered very 
prudent or sAgaeloua by bis friends, 
and they having discovered his attach¬ 
ment to me—tliat, iTumediately on his 
absence being obFervod^ pursuit will l>e 
made iu this direct]on: to elude which, 
and to prevent our being traced, Iwisli ! 
if to be uuderatood in this house, that 


dear Lord Peter is slightly deranged, 
though perfectly harm I ess ; and that 
J am, unknowa to Jiim, awaitmg his 
arrival to convey him in a post-chaise 
to a private asylum’—at Berwick, say. 
If I dun"t show myself much, 1 dare 
say I can manage to pass fur his 
motlier." 

Tlie thought oeeurred to the mayor^s 
mind that the laiiy might show herself 
a good deal without fear of detection j 
seeing that she was about double the 
age of Iier intended husband. He said 
nothing, however, and die lady pro¬ 
ceeded, 

, ** With the whole of tliia anrange^ 
ment dear Lord Peter is acquainted ; 
and all I want you to do, is^ to make 
the delusion more complete by jl^ving 
it the sanctioti of your influence in this 
place, and assigning this as a reason 
to the people of the house for my 
taking the young geutleman away* As 
it wuuld not bu cohsifttenl with the 
atoi'y tiiat 1 abould see him until after 
he lias entered the chai&e, 1 also wish 
you to communicate with him, and 
inform him that it Is all going on 
well.” 

“ Has he arrived ! ” inquired Over- 
ton, 

** 1 don't know,"' replied the lady. 

**Then how am I to know !'' in* 
quirod the mayor, “Of course he 
will not ^ve his own name at die 
bar*" 

“ I begged him, immediately on his 
ai'Tivai, to write you a note," replied 
Miss Manner? ; *‘aiid to prevent the 
pcsjiibiiity of our project boing dis¬ 
covered through its mean >, 1 desired 
him to write anonymously, and in 
mysterious terms to acquaint you with 
the number of his room,” 

“ lilesfl me ! ” exclaimed the mayor, 
rialjig from Inn wat, and seareliing his 
pockets—“most extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstance^— he Aas aiTived — mys» 
terious note left at my house in a 
most my^^terioua manner, juat before 
yours—didn't know what to make of' 
it hefoAi, and certainly shouldn't iir*v« 
attended to it.—Oh I here it is.’^ And 
Joseph Overton pulled out of an iimer 
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cQAt-pochet the identical letter penned 
by Alexander Trott. "la thiabialord- 
ahip^fl iiand V' 

“Oh yes,'* replied Julia; 
pnnctnat creature! I have not seen 
it more than once or twice, but 1 know 
he writes very badly and very large^ 
Tlieac dear, wild young noblemen, you 
know, Overtfjn—” 

" Ay, ay, 1 see,'* replied the nnayor^ 
—“ Horses and dogs, play and wine- 
grooms, actresees, and cigara — the 
stable, tlic gi^emroom, the saloon, 
and the tavern j and tlie legislative 
assembly at UHt-’* 

^‘Here*s whnt he says,** pursued 
the mayor; “*Sir,—A youiig gentle¬ 
man in number nineteen at the Win- 
glebury Arms, is bent on committing 
a rash act to-morrow morning at an 
early honr,* (Thafs good— lie means 
njarryiiig.) ■ If you jj&ve any regard 
for the peace of Giis town, or the pre^ 
eervAtlon of one—it may bo two^— 
human lives’—What tho deuce doea 
he mean by that I ” 

“ That he *a ap anxious for the cere¬ 
mony, ho will expire if it^a put off, 
and that I may pui^ibly do the same,” 
replind the lady w^ith great compla¬ 
cency, 

“ Oh I I see—not much fear of that ; 
"^w'cll^—*two human lives, you will 
cause him to be removed tO'Uight.* 
(He wants to start at once,) ' Fear 
not to do this on your responsibility ; 
for to-morrpw the absolute necessity 
of the proceeding will be but too ap- 
parent. Remember : number nine- 
teen* The name is Trott, No delay; 
for life and death depend upon your 
promptitude/ Passionate language, 
certainly* Shall 1 sen him t ” 

" Do,'* replied Miss Julia ; and en¬ 
treat him to act his part welL I am 
half afraid of him. Tell liiin to be 
cautious/* 

" 1 will,'* Raid the mayor* 

“ Settle all th* arrangements.'* 

“ 1 will,'* Slid the mayor again. 

* "And say I tiunt the chaise had 
better be oracred for one oVIotk/* 
"Very well," said tlie mayor once 
more ; and, rumluaUng on the absur¬ 


dity of the sittiation in which fate and 
old acquaintance had placed him, he 
desired a waiter to herald his approach 
to the temporary representative of 
number nineteenH 

The announcement, "Gentleman 
to speak with you, sir,’* induced Mr* 
Trott to pause half-way in the glass 
of port, the contents of wliich be was 
in tlio act of imbibing at the moment; 
to rise from Ills chair ; and retreat a 
few paces towards the window, ns if 
to secure a retreat, in the event of the 
visitor assuming the form and appear¬ 
ance of Horace Hunter, One glance 
at Joseph Overton, liowever, quieted 
his apprehensionB. He courteously 
motioned the stranger to a seat* Tho 
waiter, after a little jingling with Uie 
decanter aitd gbsses, consented to 
leave the room ; and Joseph Overton, 
placing the broad-bi'iuimcd hat on the 
chair next him, and hending bis body 
gently forward, opened the business by 
saying in a very low and cautious tone, 

" My lord—** 

"Eh r* said Mr. Alexander Trott, 
in A loud key, with the vacant and 
myelihed stare of a chilly somtiani* 
buliflt, 

" Hush—hush !** said the cautious 
attorney : “to be flure—quite right— 
no titles here—my name is Overton, 
sir/* 

" Overton ?** 

"Yea : the mayor of this place—^ 
you sent me a letter witli Anonymous 
information, this aftemtxjn*** 

" I, sir ! ” exclaimed Trott with ill- 
disoembled surprise; for^ coward as 
be was, he would willingly have repu¬ 
diated tho authorship of the letter in 
question. "1, air?" 

“ Yes, you, sir; did you not? ” rc« 
sponded Overton, annoyed witli what 
be Supposed to be an extreme degree 
of unnecessary suspicion. “ Either 
thii letter is yours, or it is not* If it 
be, we can couverse securely upon the 
subject at once. If it be not, of 
course 1 have no more to say/* 

“ Stay, stay,'* said Trott, " it is 
mine ; I did ’write it* What could 1 
do, sir ? I had no fii^d here*** 
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" To be Bure, to bo Eurej** S5id tbe 
mayor, encoiiragingljj could not 
bare managed it better, Weil, air i it 
will be neceaflary for you to leave Kere 
to-night in a poflt-chaiee and four. 
And tUe harder the boys dnvcj the 
better. You are not from pur- 
Biiit.” 

“ Bless me! ” exclaimed Trott, in 
an aptmy of apprehension, such 
tilings happen in a country like this T 
Sueh uurtdenting and eold^blooded 
hustility ! He wiped off the concen¬ 
trated essence of cuwardice that was 
Oozing fABt down hiS forehead, and 
looked aghast at Joseph Overton. 

It certainly is a very hard case/*' 
replied the mayor with a smile,” that, 
ill a free country, people can^t marry 
whom they like, wi til out being Imtited 
down aa if they were criminals How* 
ever, in the present instance the lady 
is aiding, you know, and that's the 

main [nint, after all/' 

“^Lady willing 1" repeated Trott, 
mechanicaUy, How do you know 
llie lady^B willing T 

”Come, that 'a a good one/' said the 
mayor,benevolently tipping Mr. Trott 
on the arm with his broad-brimmed 
hat j ” 1 have known her, well, fur a 
long time * and if anybody could en¬ 
tertain the remotest doubt on tlie sub- 
jecl:, I aasuie you I liave riouc^ nor 
ticeil you have." 

« XJear me t” anid Mr* Tmtt, rumi¬ 
nating. This is irry extraordinary !” 

Well, Lord Peter/'said the mayor, 
rkin". 

Lord Peter \ repeated Mr. Ti'olL 

"Oil—ah, 1 foi;got. Mr. Trott, 
then—Trott—very good, ha! ha!— 
Well, sir, llic chaise sliali ho rcBdy at 
half-|>fLSt twelvOn''* 

« And what is to hecome of me until 
tlion T'^ Inquired Mr. Trott,anxiously. 
” Wouldn't it save apjieararces, if 
I were placed under some re- 
atraint 1 

** All r' replied Overton, “very good 
thought — capital idea indeed. Pll 
send eomebody up directly^ And if 
you make a little resistance when we 
put you iu the^cliaiso it wouli'nt be 


amiss—look aa if you didn't want to 
he taken away, you know.” 

“ To be Bure," eaid Trott —** to be 
sure.” 

“ Well, my lord/' said Overton, in 
a low tone, “until then, I wish your 
lordship a good evening." 

" Lord^—lordfihip J" ejaculated IVott 
figam, falling baclt a step or two^ and 
gazing, in unutterable wonder, on the 
countenance of the mayor. 

” Hn-ba ! i see,tiiy lord—practising 
the madman very good indeed— 
very vacant look—capital, my lord, 
capital—good evening^ Mr.—Trott— 
ha ! ha ! ha! '* 

” Tliat mavor's decidedlv drunk," 
soUloquised Mr. T^ott^ throwing hiTii- 
self back in his cliair, in au attitude 
of reflection. 

” He is a mncli cleverer fellow than 
I thought him, that young nobleman 
—he carries it off uticoirunouly well," 
thought Overton, as lie went his 
way to the bar, there to complete his 
arrangemenU. Tins was soon dont?. 

' Every word of the story was implicldy 
believed, and tUe'one-eyed boous was 
immediately instructed to repair to 
number nineteen, to act as custodian of 
tlie person of the supposed lunntic until 
half-past twelve o'clock. In pursuance 
of this direetion, tliat somewhat ce- 
centi'ic gentleman armed himself wilt 
a walking-stiek of gigantic dimengiong, 
and repaired,with his usual equanimity 
of manner,^ to Me. TroiPa a^>artmeut, 
which he entered without any cere¬ 
mony, and mounted gtiard in, by 
quietly depositing liimswelf on a diair 
near tlie door, where he proceeded 
to beguile the time by wdiistling a po¬ 
pular air with great apparent satia- 
faction. 

*^Wliat do you want here, you 
scoundrel I" exclaimed Mr. Alexander 
Trntt, with a propisr appearance of in* 
dignation at his detention. 

The boots beat time with hia head, 
as he looked gently round at Mr, Trott 
with a smile of pity, and whistled an 
odoji'oSii .0 vcmeii U 

" Do you attend in this room by Mr. 
Overton’s deaire! ” inquired Trott^ 
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aatoDighed at the man** de¬ 
meanour. 

Keep yourself to yourself, young 
feller,’’ calmly resjiODded the bootSf 
“ aud don't eay nothin’ to nobody." 
And be whiatled again. 

“Now,mind !” ejaculated Mr. Trott, 
anxious to keep up the farce of wishiiig 
with great earueatnesa to Hght a duel 
if they'd let him. ** I protest ngainst 
being kept iiere. f deny that I have 
any intention of 5ghtiiig with atiy1>ody, 
Hut, as it 'a ueelcea contending witli 
eu{H‘rior numbers, I shall sit quietly 
down,/* 

** You’d better,” observed the placid 
boots, shaking the large stick expres- 
sively. 

* Under protest, however/’ added 
Alexander Trott, seating himself, with 
indignation in his face, but great con¬ 
tent in his heart. “ Under protesl” 

"Oh, certidiily ! ” responded the 
bootHj" anything you please. Ifyou’re 
happy, 1 ’ni ti-ansported j only don't 
talk tCH} muili—it *11 make you worse/* 

** Make me woree?*’ exclaimed 
Trott, in unfeigned astouisliment: “ the 
man’s drunk E *’ 

“ You’d better be quiet, young 
felkr/* remarked the boots, 
through a threatening piece of paa- 
toniime with Uie stick. 

“ Or mad ! ’* aaid Mr. Trott, rather 
alarmed. "Leave the room, gir, and 
tell them to send somebody else.” 

“ Won't do r’ replied tiie boots. 

" Leave the room 1 ** shouted Trott, 
ringing tlie bell violently ; for he began 
to be al^nicd on a new score. 

“ Jjeave that ^cre bell afbne, you 
WTCtched loo-nattic !’' said the boots, 
suddenly forcing the unfortunate Trott 
back into iii»diair,and brandishing the 
stick aloft " Be quiet, you mia’rable 
object, and don’t let everybody know 
tliere ’b a madman in tlie house/’ 

“ He it a madman I He m a iniul^ 
man I ” exclaimed the terrified Mr. 
Trott, gazing on the one eye of tlie 
red-Ueaded b^ts with a look of abject 
horror. t 

“ Madman !" replied the boots, 
" dam’me, 1 tliink he iz a madman with 


a vengeance t Listen to me, you un¬ 
fortunate. Ah 1 would you T” [aslight 
tap on the head wlt^ the large stick, 
as Mr. Trott made another more to* 
wards the bell-bandlej ** 1 caught you 
tliere I did I 1 ” 

" Spare my life!" exclaimed Trutt, 
raieing his hands imploringly. 

" 1 don’t want your life,” replied the 
boots, disdain fully, “ though 1 think it 
'uid be a charity if somebody took iL” 

^No, no, it wouldn’t/’ interrupted 
poor Mr. Trott, hurriedly; ** no, no, it 
wonUluH t 1—I— *d rather keep it!" 

" 0 werry well/’ said the boots; 
" Hiat’s a mere mattor of taste—^?v'ry 
one to his liking. Hows'ever, all 1 Ve 
got to say isthia here: You sit quietly 
down in tlmt chair, and 1 ’ll eit ho[iper- 
site you here, and if you keep quiet 
and don’t stir, 1 won't dnmago you ; 
hut, if you move hand or loot till half- 
past twelve o'clock, 1 shall alter the 
expression of ycur countenance $a 
completely, that the next time you look 
la the glass you ’ll ask vetlier you ’re 
gone out of town, and ven you 're likely 
to come hack again. So sit down.” 

" 1 will—1 will/’ responded tho vic¬ 
tim of mistakes; and down sat Mr. 
Trott and down sat the boots too, 
exactly opposite him, with the stick 
i^ndy for immediate action iu case of 
emergency. 

Long and dreary were tlie liours 
that followed. I'he bell of Great 
Winglebury eliurdi had just struck 
ten, and tw^o hours and a half wouhl 
probably elapse before succour aiTived. 
For liolf ou hour, the'noise occasioned 
by shutting up the shops in the street 
beneath, betokened something like life 
in the town, and rendered Mr. Trott’s 
frUuktion a litUe Icrs iuaupportohle ; 
but, when even these ceased, and 
nothing was beard beyond the oc¬ 
casion^ rattling of a poet-chaise as it 
drove up the yard to ch.-uige liotaefl, 
and tliea drove away again, or the 
clattering of horses’ hoofa in tlie etablea 
behind, it becAme almost UTibearable. 
The boots occasionally moved an inch 
or two, to knock auiierfluous bite of 
wax off tlie ciuidlea, which were bum- 
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ing low, but inatant&tieoualy T«stjme4 
hia former position ; &nd u he re~ 
membored to heard, somewhere 
or other, that ttie Imman eye had an 
unfailiog effect in con trolling; Diad 
people, he kept Lis solitary organ of 
Tision constantly fixed on Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Trott. That nnfortunate indi- 
vidual Blared at Ins companion in hia 
turn, until hia features firew more and 
more indistinet--* his hair gradually 
less red — and the room more misty 
and obscure* Mr, Alexander Trott 
fell into a sound sleep, from which he 
was awakened by a rumbling in the 
street, and a cry of “ Chaise-and^four 
for number twenty-five ! ** A bustle 
on the stairs succeeded j tlie room- 
door was hastily thrown open; and 
Mr. Joseph Overton entered, followed 
by foul' fltout waiters, and Mrs. 
Willianisan, the stout landlady of the 
Winglebury Arms. 

*'Mr. Overton 1'^ exclaimed Mr, 
Alexander Trott, jumping up in a 
frenzy, “ Look at tliis man, air ; con- 
elder llie situation in which I have 
been placed for three hours past—the 
person you sent to guard me, sir, was 
a madman^a madman — a raging, 
ravaging, furiovis madman.” 

“ Ilravo !^’ whispered Overton* 

“ Pour dear !'' said tlic compassion¬ 
ate MrSr Wiiliamaon, **tnad people 
always thinks other people’‘s mad.” 

Pom-dear ! ” ejaculated Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Trott, “ What the devU do you 
mean by poor dear! Are you the land^ 
lady of tins house 1 ” 

**Ycs, yes,” replied the stout dd 
lady, ^ don’t exert yourself, there *s a 
dear! Consider your health, now j 
do*” 

“ Exert myself ! ” shouted Mr* 
Alexander Trott^ “it^s a. mercy, 
ma’am, that I have any breath to 
exert myself with ! I might have been 
aasafifiinated three bom's ago by tliat 
one-eyed monster with the oakum 
head. How dare you have a madman^ 
ma’am—how dare you have a mad¬ 
man, to aBsault and terrify tho visitors 
to your house T ** 

** I ’ll never have another," said 


Mrs. Williainaonj luting a look of 
reproach at the mayor. 

“ Capital, capital,” wldspered Over- 
ton again, as he enveloped Mr, Alex¬ 
ander Trott in a thick travel I ing-doak, 
"Capital, Birr’ eKclaimed Trott, 
aloud, *‘it’9 horrible. The very re- 
oolleetbu makes me shudder. IM 
rather fight four dnda in tlirce hours, 
if 1 survived the first three, than I'd 
eit for that time face to face with a 
madman/’ 

** Keep it up,my Lord, as you go down 
Btaiirs," w'hispered Qverton, " yotir bill 
is paid, and your portmanteau iu the 
chaise.” And then ho added aloud,. 
** Now, waiters, the gentleman’s ready/’ 
At this signal, the waiters crowded 
round Mr, Alexander Trott. One, took 
one arm j another, the other ; a third, 
walked Ineforewith a candtoj ihefourth, 
behind with another caudle j tite boots 
and Mrs. WilUsmson brought up the 
rear; and down stairs they went; Mr* 
Alexander Trott expressing Alternately 
at the very top of his voice either his 
feigned reluctance to go, cr his un¬ 
feigned indignation at being ^lut up 
wiili a madman. 

Mr. Overton was waiting at the 
chaise-door, tUo boys were ready 
mounted, and a few ostlers and stable 
nondescripts were standing round to 
witoe *3 tlie departure of “the mad 
gentleman.” Mr. Alexander Trott’a 
foot waa on the step, when he observed 
(which the dim light had prevented 
hia doing before) a figure ideated 
in the cliaise, closely muffled up in a 
cloak like hia own, 

“Whef’s that?” ho inquired of 
Overton, in a 'whisi’'er* 

" Hueh, hush,” replied the mayor; 
“the other party of cunrse,” 

** The other party ! ” exclaimed 
Trott, with an effort to retreat. 

^ Yea, yes t you *11 eoon find that 
out, before you go far, 1 should tliink 
—but make a noise, you 'll excite sus¬ 
picion if you whisper to me so ranch.” 

1 won’t go in this chaise V* shouted 
Mr. A^xander Trott, all his original 
fears recurring with tenfold violence, 
i ehali be aasaaBinated—1 aball be—” 
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“ Bravo, bravo ” whiepervd Overton, 
“ i Ml puab you in.^* 

‘*But I won't exclsumod Mr, 
Trott. Help here, help I They're 
Carrying roe away against my wilh 
This is a plot to murder me.” 

" Poor dear J" said Mrs, William^ 
sou again, 

“Now, boys, put*em along,” cried 
the mayor^ puJiitig Trott in and slam¬ 
ming ue door, “ Off with you, aa 
c[iiicW aa you con, and atop for nothing 
till you come to tlie next stage—all 
right I *' 

“ Horses are paid, Totn,^’’ screamed 
Mrs, Williamson ‘ and away went tl^e 
chaise^ at llm rale of fourteen miles au 
hour, with Mr. Alexander Trott and 
Miss Julia Manners carefully eJimt up 
in the inside. 

Mr. Alexander Trott remained 
coiled up in giio comer of tho chaise, 
and his luyetcrious companion in the 
other, for tiic hrat two or three miles ; 
Mr, Trott edgiiig more and more into 
his comer, as he felt kis companion 
gradually ^ging moiv and more from 
lid's ; and viiinly endeavouring in tiie 
darkness to catch a glimpfte of the 
furious face of the supposed Horace 
Hunter, 

“We may apeak now,” said his fel¬ 
low traveUer, at length; “ tho post-boys 
can neither see nor hear us.” 

“That's rot Hunter's voice!” — 
thought Alexander, astonished. 

** Hear Lord Peter! said Mies 
Julia, most wiuningly : putting her 
.'irra on Mr, Trott'a shouMer, “ Dear 
Lord Peter. N ot a xvord 1 ” 

“ Why, it ’^a a woman I ” e^fclaimed 
Mr, Trott, in & low tone of excessive 
wonder* 

“ Ail ! Whose voice is that!” said 
Julia ; “ Mis not Lord PeterV' 

“No,—it's mme,” replied Mr. 
Trott, 

“ Yonrs I ” ejaculated Miss Julia 
Manners ; “ a Atrange man I Graciou'i 
heAveu 1 How came you here ^ ” 
Whoever you are,you might have 
known that I came against my«w]|], 
ma'amreplied Alexander, “ for 1 
made noise enough when f got in.” 

No. 109. 


“ Do you come from Lord Peter ? ** 
inquired Miss Manners. 

“Confound Lord Peter,*' replied 
Trott pettishly. "I don*t know any 
Lord Peter, I never heard of him 
before to-night, when X*ve been Lord 
Peter'd by one and Loid Peter’d by 
another, till I verily believe Pm mad, 
or dreaming—” 

“ Whither are we going !” inquired 
the lady tragically, 

“ How should / know, ma'am 1” re¬ 
plied Trott with singular coolness ; for 
the events of the eveniug had coro^ 
pletely hai'dened him. 

“Stop! stop!” cried the lady, 
letting down the front glasses of the 
chaise, 

“ Stay, my dear ma'am ^ ” xaid Mr, 
Trott, pulling tlie glaasce up again 
with one hand, and gently squeeaiug 
Mies Julias waist witli tiie otiier. 
“ M’here is some mistake here ; give 
me till tlie end of this stage to e.xplaja 
my share of it. We must go so far ; 
you cannot he set down here alone, at 
tliia hour of the night.” 

The lady coii»eiited; the mistake 
was mutually explained, Mr. Trott 
wsB a young man, Liad highly proTUising 
whiskers, an undeiuable tailor, and ao 
insinuating address—he wonted no> 
thing but valour, and who wants that 
with three tliousaud a-year ? The lady 
had this,, and more j she wanted a 
young liualxmd, aud the only course 
open to Mr. Trott to retrieve his dia^ 
grace was a rich wife. So, they came 
to the conclusion that it would be a 
pity to have all this trouble and ex- 
penae For nothing ; and that as they 
were ao far on the road already, they 
had better to Gretna Green, and 
marry each other; aud they did so. 
And the very next preceding eutry in 
the Blaeksmitli'a book, was an entry of 
the marriage of Emily Brown witli 
Horace Hunter. Mr, Hunter took 
hie wife home, and begged jiardon, and 
pardoned ; and Mr. Trott took 
Aifi wiFu home, begged pardon too, 
and was pardoned also. And Lord 
Puter, who hod been detaiued beyond 
hie time by drinking champagne and 

J7 
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riding a tteeple-diaec, went back to tlic wid all tJieso circumstances were difi- 
Hoiioumble Augustus Flair\ and covered In time, and carefully noted 
drank more cliampiigne^ and rode down ^ and if you ever atop a yeek at 
anotber gteeple^elias^e, and was thrown the Winglebury Arms, they will give 
and killed^ And Horace fIuntcr took . j ou just tills account of Tho Great 
giTcat credit to hitusclf for practising [ Winglebury Duel 
CD the cowai'dice of Alexander Trott j \ 
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ClIAriEE IX* 

&IU3. fOlVTEEL 


MofT c'ttflrRive wrfe tBe pre^pjifaitions j 
&c Rose Villflj Ciapiinm RiiCj ju the 
ocellipatioii of Nlr* Gattletoo (a stock¬ 
broker in especially cnmforbililo cir-' 
cumetaricefl’S, and wna the anxiety 
of Mr. Gat tic toil’s iiUere&tinff family, 
as the day Hsed for the representation 
of tho Private PUy whicJi liad been 

many rnoiuhs in jireparation,” ap- 
proaohetl. The wiiole tkmity was in¬ 
fected with the mania for Private 
Theati'ioala; tiic lion^j usually go 
dc^ii and tidy, WEIS, to use Mr* Gattle- 
toifg expivstiive (lescriptinn^ rejju- 
larly turned ont o^ windows the 
lareo diinne.roEtm, clisiiiantlerl of its 
furiiiriire and ornamenL^^ piTseiited a 
HtJ'anjjo jniuhle of flats, fiiea^ wingfl, i 
ImnpSp bridjire:^, clonds, thunder and 
li^iatiling, lestnojis and howlers, da"* 
pers and and various other 

tue‘i^c^ in tlieatrieal slang inclutk-J 
under the cuiiipixJiensive name of 
“ properties/' TJie he«l-rooms were 
croTivded witli Bocnery, the kitchen was 
occnpietl by ear[hentere- Keliearsals 
took place every other niglit in the 
drawing-room, imd every sofa in the 
house was more or less dam Aged by 
the jiei'scveraiice and spirit with which 
Mr. SeTnpiwniiiH Gattleton, and Mi^iS 
Lnctna, rehenrst'd the smothering 
scene in <Hhhello”—it havjfig been 
detci-miued tlial that tragedy should 
form the first purliun of the evening's 
entertainments. 

“ When we're a more perfect, 

I think it will go Admirably/' said 
Mr* Scmproiiius, addroAsing Ins corp^ 
dramat^if^Hef at the conclusion of the 
hundred and fiftieth rehearsal* Id 
consideration of hi a euataining the 
trifling inconvenience of bearing all 
the expenses of the play, Mr. Setn- 
proniuH had been, in tlie most hand¬ 
some manner, unanimously elected 
Stage-manager* ^ Evans " continued 


I Mr. GAttleton, the younger,addressing 
a tidl, tliin, pale yuimg geiitleman, 
with excenBivc whiskers. “ Evans, 
you play Jfodr.ri^o beautiful!y*” 

“ lleautifuHy I " echoed the three 
Miss Gattletoiis ; for 51r. Evans was 
proTuiunced by all liis lady friorida to 
I be “ (juitc a desr.'^ Ho liKikcd so in- 
terefitJng, and had such lovely whis¬ 
kers : to SAy Jiotliiiig of his talent for 
writing verses in nlbuips and playing 
the flute I sinipci'cd and 

bowed, 

“ Hut T tliinli/* adde^l the manager, 
you aro hai'dly perfect in the——■ 
in the fcticiug-iscene, wheru you are— 
you imder^taud ? 

It 'fl very difficult said Mr* 
Evans, tlmtigiitruily ^ I've laden 
about, & good deal. In our comuing- 
houEO lately for ]>raetiee, only I find 
it hurts one so. Being obliged to fall 
backwards you see, it bruises one’s 
head a good deni.'* 

But you must take care you don’t 
knock a wing down/’ said Mr. Cattle^ 
ton, the elder, who had been appointed 
prompter, and who took sh much in¬ 
terest in the play as tlie youijgcst of 
the company. “ The stage is very 
narrow, you know/^ 

“ Oh 1 don’t be afraid,” said Mr. 
Evans, with a very self-satisfied air : 
“ 1 eh all fail with my head *^off/ and 
then I can't do auy harm.” 

“But, egad 1" said the mjuiagcr, 
mbbUig his hands, ^‘^w'e shall make a 
decided bit in ^ M ana niello.' Horleigh 
Sings til at music admirably/' 

Everybody echoed the sentiment. 
Mr. Ilarleigh smiled, and looked fool- 
ish—not ui unusuAl thing with him— 
hummed Behold how brightly breaks 
the mfiming/’ and blushed as red as 
tlie fiGbertnan’s nightcap be was trying 
on* 

^ Let see/’ resumed the manager 

aZ 
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telling the number on his fiagerB, ** we 
shall have three dandng female pea- 
B&ntS} beaidesand four (i^her- 
men. Then, tliere's our man Tom; lie 
can have a pair of dusks of minSf and 
a check shirt of Bob's^ and a red 
nightcap^ and lie^ll do for anotlier-^ 
that *s Bve. in the choruses, of course, 
we can sing at the sides ; and in the 
mat'ket^ccne, we can walk about in 
cloaks and things. When the revolt 
takes pUee^ Tom must keep rushing 
in on one aide and out on the other^ 
with a pickaxe^ as fast as he can. The 
effect will be electrical j it will look 
exactly aa if there were an immense 
uumber of’em. And in the eruption 
loene we must bum the red hroj and 
upset tlie ten-trays, and make all sorts 
of noi^—and it'a sure to do,'* 

“ Sure ! sure 1 cried all the per¬ 
formers wnd voce —and away hurried 
Mr. Sempronius Gattleton to wash the 
burnt cork off his face, and superin¬ 
tend the sotting up " of some of the 
amateur-painted,an d ne versutBciently- 
to-be-admired, ecenery. 

Mrs, Gattleton was a kind, good- 
tempered, vulgar soul, exceedingly 
fond of her husband and children, and 
entertaining only three dislikes. In 
the first place, she had a natural anti- 
pathy to anybody else's unmarried 
^ughters ; in the secondj she waa 
in bodily fear of anthing in the 
shape of ridicule ; lastly—almost a 
necessary consequence of this feeling 
—she regarded^ with fedinga of the 
utmost horror, one Mrfl, Joseph Porter 
over tJie w'ay. However, the good 
folks of CLapham and its vicinity stood 
very much in aivo of scandal and sar¬ 
casm j and thus Mrs. Josepli Porter 
was courted, and Wattemi, and ca¬ 
ressed, and invited, for much the same 
reofiou that induces a poor author, 
without a farthing in his pocket, to 
behave with extraordinary civility to 
a two-penny pojtmau. 

Never mind, ma,*’ said Miss Emma 
porter, in colloquy with her respected 
relative, and trying to look uncon¬ 
cerned ; " if they had invited me, you 
know that neither you nor pa would 


have allowed me to take part In eneb 
an exhibitton.” 

Just what I should hnve thought 
from your high seiifte of propriety,"' 
returned the mother. i am glad te 
see, Emma, you know how to desig¬ 
nate the pnooeeding.” Miss P., by- 
the-by, had only tlie week before made 
** an exhihUioii" of herself for four 
days, behind a counter at a fancy fair, 
to all and every of her Majesty's liege 
subjects who' were disposed to psy a 
shilling each for tiie privilege of seeing 
some four dozen girls flirting wdth 
BtrangerBj and playliiij at shop* 

** There 1” said Mrs Porter, look¬ 
ing out of window ; " tliere are two 
rounds of beef and a ham going in— 
clearly for sandwichca ; and Thomas, 
the pastry-cook, says, tUere huve been 
twelve do^cn tarts ordered* besides 
blanc-mangc aud jellies. Upon my 
word ! think of the Mi&i Gattletons in 
fancy dresses, too T" 

“Ob, it's loo ridiculous I” said 
Miss Porter, hysterii:ally. 

“ I '11 manage to put them a little 
out of conceit with tiie bnsine^Bi liaiv- 
ever," said Mrs. Porter ; and out she 
went on her charitable eiTand. 

Well, my dear Mrs, Gatfleton,” 
said Mrs. Josejih Porter, after they 
had been closeted for some time, and 
when, by dint of indefatigable pump¬ 
ing, she had managed to extract all 
the news about tlie pl*yj well, my 
dear, people may Eiay what they please; 
indeed we know they will, for i&ome 
folks are so ill-patm‘ed* Ah, my dear 
Miss Lucina, how d'ye do 1 I was 
just tell hi g your mamma that 1 have 
heard it sai^, tliat^ — '* 

“ What ? ” 

“ Mra Porter is alluding to the 
play, my dear,’* Eiaid Mrs G attic ton ; 
“ she was, 1 am sorry to say, just 

informing me that-" 

*^Oh, now' pray don't mention 
interrupted Mrs* Porter; it 'a most 
absurd—quite as absurd as young 
What'fl his-name saying he wondered 
how Visa Caroliue witli such a foot and 
ankle, could have the vanitv to play 
FcjicUa:* 
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" Htpbly imjicrtmcnt,” whoever said 
it/’ aaid battle ton, bridlmg up. 

Certainly, my dear/* cbimed in 
the delighted Mi's. Porter; moet 
undoubtedly I Because, aa 1 said, if 
Mis4 Camiine does play FemUaf it 
doesn't Ibllow, as a matter of course, 
that she should think she has a pretty 
foot V iqd then—auch puppies as these 
young men are—he had the impudence 
to eay, that—” 

How far the amiable Mrs^ Porter 
might have succeeded in her pleasant 
purpose, it ia impoaaible to eay^ had 
not the entrance of Mr^ Thomas BaJ- 
deretone, Mrs. Gattkton^s brother, 
familiarly called in the family Uncle 
Tom,” changed the course of convert 
aatloQ, and suggested to her mind an 
excellent plan of operatioa on the 
evening of the play. 

Uncle Tom wm very rich, and ex¬ 
ceedingly fond of his nephewa and 
Diecea : as a matter of course, there¬ 
fore. he WM an object of great import¬ 
ance in Ilia own family. He was one 
of the he&t-hearted men in existence i 
always in a good temper, and always 
talking. It was his boast thalhe wore 
top-boots on all occasions, and had never 
worn a black silk ncckkerchief ; aud it 
was his pride that he remembered all 
the priucipal plays of Shakspeare from 
beghinlng to end—and so he did. The 
result of this parrot-like accomplish¬ 
ment was, that he wag not only per¬ 
petually quoting himself,, but that be 
could never sit by. and hear a misquo¬ 
tation from the Swan of Avon” with¬ 
out setting tlie uoforlunate dalinquent 
right. He was also something of a 
wag ; never miesed an opportunity of 
saying what he considered a good 
thing, and invariably laughed until he 
cried at anything that appeared to him 
mirth-moving or ridiculoua. 

“Well, girls!” said uncle Tom, 
after the preparatory ceremony of 
kissing and how^d'ye-do-ing had been 
^gone through—‘*how d’ye got on! 
Know your parts, eh f—Lucii^ my 
dear, aciii., soeae 1—place, left—cue 
—* Unknown fate,'—What’s next, cb T 
—Go on —* The heavens— 


“ Oh, yea,** said Miss Lucica, ” I 
recollect— 

* The forbid 

But that our tovs and comEorti *hDDl(l In- 
cmae 

Even u our d&yj do gtov ] * ** 


“ Make a pause here and there,” 
said the old gentleman, who was a 
great critic. “ * But that our loves 
and comforts should incTcase*^em¬ 
phasis on the last syllable, * crease,'—^ 
loud ‘ even/—one, two, three, four ; 
tljen loud again, ^ as our days do 
grow ;* emphasis on days. Tliat *s 
the way, my dear ; trust to your uncle 
for emphasis. Aii ! Sem, my boy, 
how are you ! ” 

“ V ery well, thankee uacle,*’ returned 
Mr. Semprouius, who had just ap¬ 
peared, looking sotnething like a ring¬ 
dove, with a Binall circle round each 


eye; the result of hts constant corking. 

Of course we see you on Thursday.” 

“ Of Course, of course, my deu 
boy/* 

“ What a pity it is, your nephew 
didn't think of making you prompter, 
Mr« Balderstone j ” whispered Mrs, 
Joseph Porter; “ you would have 
been invaluable/' 

Well, 1 flatter tnyself, I 
have been tolerably up to the thing,” 
responded Uncle Tom, 

“ I must bespeak sitting next you 
on the night,” resumed Mrs. Porter ; 
“ and then, if our dear young friends 
here, eUould be at all wrong, you will 
be able to enlighten me. 1 sliall be so 
interested.” 

** I am sure I shall be moat happy 
to give you any assislance in my 
power.” 

" Mind, it *fl a baigain/* 

« Certainly.” 

“ 1 don't know how it la,” eaid Mrs. 
Gattleton to her doughtert, aa they 
were sitting round the hre in the even- 
iug, looking over tlielr parts, “ but 1 
really very much wish Mrs. Joseph 
Porter wasn't comiug on Thursday. 
I am sure she's scheming something/* 

“ She can't make ridiculous, how¬ 


ever,” observed Mr. Semprouliu Qat- 
tleUm, haughtily. 
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Tlie lorig-looke<l-for Thursday ar- 
tived in dut atid brought wUb 

it, AS ilr^ GattletoHj, aeihor, pInlub^H 
phiuall/ observed, “no disappolut- 
meoUt to apeak True, it was yet 
ft matter of dnuht wheiliii'r Cttsih 
would be enabled to into the dre^s 
which hftd been sent for liim i'rom the 
masquerade ward tousc. 11 was equal ly 
uncertain whetiier the principal female 
ainger w^oubl be sufficiently Jxertverted 
from tlic influenza to malie her appear¬ 
ance ; Alr« ilai'Icigh, the Maiuuitello 
of the night, vias hoai'^e, and rather 
unwell, ill coTiBcqucncc of the great 
quantity of lemon and sugar-candy ho 
bad eaten to improve hi» voice ; and 
two fluECB and ft yioloncello had pleaded 
severe colds- Wliat of that 1 the 
audictice w'cre all eoming. Every¬ 
body knew ilia part j the drossca were 
covered wiiii tiijsicl and s|>ftuglcs ; the 
white pinnies looked beautiful * Mr. 
Evans had pmetised falling until lie 
was bruised from head to foot and 
quite perfect ; /ago was sure tliat, 
in the Etabbing-ticcnc, he ahould make 
“ a decided hit.” A self-tAught deaf 
gendemai], who had kindly offered 
to bring Ilia ftute, would be a most 
valuabie udditiuti to tlie orchestra ; 
Miss Jciikins'S talent for the piano 
was too well known to be doubted for 
aji inj:*tant; Mr. Caj>e liiidi practised 
the violin accompauimeut wuh her, 
frequently j mid ill’. Brown, vilio 
had kindly undemken, at a few' 
hours* notice, to bring bis rioloacello, 
would, uo doubt, manago cittremely 
well 

Seven o*clock came, and so did the 
audience j all the rank and fasdiinn of 
Claplmin and its vicinity was fust filling 
the iheati’e. There were the Smitha, 
the GuhbiiiBcs,tlie NiJEona, the Dixoiib^ 
the Hicksotib, people with all sorts of 
names, two aldermen, a sheriff in per¬ 
spective, Sir TluMiiEis G1uni}]cr (who 
had been knighted ip the lust reigti for 
carrying up au address on s^nuebody's 
escaping from iiotJiing) ' and lost, 
not least, tliere were Mrs^ Joseph 
Potter and Uncle Torn, seated in tiie 
ceutre of the third row from tlie stage; 


Mrs, P. amusing Uncle Tom with all 
sgrUi of stories, mid Uncle Tom amiiaiug 
everj' one tke by laugliing most imiuo- 
derately* 

Ting, ting, ting I went the promp¬ 
ter's bell at eight o’clock precisely, ami 
dasli went tiie orchcsti'a into the over¬ 
ture to “Tlie Men ui Prometlieuft.** 
The plunofortti ]>layer bainmered 
away with laudable pci'severance ; 
and the violoncelJo, which stm'k in at 
ilitervfthj “ sounded very well, con- 
sidcriug." TJie uidortutiate individual, 
however, wdio liad underlal^en to play 
the flute Accompaniuient “atsiglit,” 
found, from fatal c\|K?rieuce, die per¬ 
fect truth of tlio old adage, ^out of 
sigJit, out of mind for being very 
iieur-siglited, and being idaced at n 
cciisidei'able distance ir[>m Ins music- 
book, all he had an opportunity of 
doing waa to play a k%r now and ilien 
111 the wrong place, and put the other 
])crforiiicr3 out. It la^ however, but 
justice to Mr. Brown to say that he 
did tlu9 to ailiniration. Tlie overrurt', 
hi fact, was nut null lie a race between 
the dilfcrcnt iustruTueiits ; the pjatio 
came in first by several bars, and the 
violnnccUo next, quite di^taiiLdiig the 
poor flute : fur tlie deaf gentleman 
t&o-too'ii away, quite unconscious that 
he w'as at all wifnig, until apprised, 
by the applause of the audience, that 
the overtui'e was concluded, A con* 
hiderable bustle and shutHhig of feet 
wua then heal'd upon the stage, ac- 
companiad by whispers of “ Here^s a 
pretty go !—w’hat Kj be d-nic V’ &c, 
Tlie audience applauiled again, by way 
of raising tlie spirits ot the perfoimers; 
ftnd then Mr. Seinproinua desired the 
prompter, in a very audible voice, to 
“ clear the stage, and ring up/* 

Ting, ting, ting I went tlie bell 
agaiu. Everybody sat dowm ; the 
curtain shook ; rose sufficiently high 
to display several pair of yellow boots 
puddling about; and tJicrc remained* 

Ting, ting, ting 1 went the bell 
again^ The curtam was violently coa- 
vnlscd, but rose no higher ; the audi¬ 
ence tittci'’ad ; Mrs. Porter looked at 
Uncle Tom; Uncle Tom looked at 
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everybody, rubbing his hanJs, and 
laughing witJi perfect rapture* After 
n.s much ringing with the little bell bls 
ji mudin-liuy would make lu going 
dott'u a tckrsbly long street, and a 
vast deal of whispering, hammering, 
Aud eallltig for nails and ci'>rJ, die cur¬ 
tain at length rose, and discovered 
Mr* Semprouius Gatdetua solitSf and 
declicd fur Othello, After three dia- 
iincti rounds ot applause, during wLiicb 
Mi\ Sompi'oniLis applied his rl^hthand 
to his left breast, and bowed in tbc 
most approved inanuer, tlie inauager 
advanced, and said; 

“Ladies and Gentleiaco— 1 a'^sure 
you it is wiLli sincere I'Cgi-eij tliat i 
regret to be compt'iled to inform you, 
that la^t) who was to have played Mr* 
Wilson— 1 beg your purdoii. Ladies 
and Gentlemen, but I lun naturallv 
sfunewliat agitated (applause) — I 
luean, Jilr. Wdson, who wos to havei 
jilayed laffo, is—that is, luis been— 
or, in other words^ Ladies and GentLe- 
rneuj tlie fact is, that I have just re¬ 
ceived a note^ in which 1 am inlonned 
that is unavoidably detained at 
tlie roit-office tills eveuiug. Under 
these drcuiuslances, 1 trust—a—a— 
amateur perfurihanee —a—another 
geutleinaa nndci'takou to t^ad the 
part—request indulgenco for a short 
time—^jourtesy and kindness of & 

1 British audience.” Over whelming &[i^ 
plausc. E^cit Mr. Seuiprumus Gattle- 
toiuand eurtain falls* 

The audionci! were, of course, eit- 
ecedingly good-humoured ; tlie ^vhole 
hui&inevs was a joke ; and accordiugly 
they waited for an hour wift the ut¬ 
most patience, being cnliveneii by nn 
iritorlude of rout^cakes and lemonade. 
It appeared by Mr. Seinjironius's eub- 
i-equeiit explanation, that the delay 
xvituld not have been so great, had it 
}iot so liappeiied timt when tlie subeti* 
tiite IcKjo had hnislied dressij:ig, and 
just as the pUy was on the point of 
commeiiciug, the original Jic^o unex¬ 
pectedly lUTived. 'L’be former was 
therefore compelled to undre^K, and 
the Utter to dress for bis part \ wdiich 
a$ be fouuil difficulty in getting 


into Lua clothcG, occupied no incon¬ 
siderable time At last, the tragedy 
began in real earnest. It went off 
well enougii, uotii tlie third scene of 
the first act, in w hich OtkeUo aidresscH 
the Senate : the only reiuarkahle eir- 
cumstance being, that as Ja^o could 
not get on wiy of tlie stage boots, in 
con^quence of his leet being violently 
swelled with the beat and excitement, 
be was under tlie iiecesaity of playing 
the r>art in a pair of VVellingtona, 
which contraeted rather oddly with 
his ridily embroidered paoLuloon^* 
When Othello st sir ted with his address 
to tlie Senate (whose dignity was ifr 
preseuted by, the a carpenter, 
two men engaged on the rccomiuen- 
datioii of the gardener, and a boy) 
Mra. Porter found tlie opportuiiiiy &lie 
so anxiously sought, 

Mr* Semprouius pmceeded : 

" * Most potent. ffmvH, and reverend aieubire, 
Mv uohle and approv’d niuaters, 
That I have tu'en uH&y tins old lu-in'i 
liter* 

It 13 ni'>3t true;—tude am I La 

tptiech ' ” 

“la tlint right?” whisptircd Mrs. 
Forrer to Uncle Tom, 

“ Xo.” 

“ Tell him so, tltou,*’ 

“ I will. Sein ! ” ealled out Uncle 
Tom, “ that's ivrong* my boy*” 

“ What "e vvroiig, Lhicle ! demand* 
ed Otifdhf quite Ibi^gettiug the dignity 
of his situation* 

^^Yon^ve left out somethiug* 

* Tme I have uiavried-* " 

“Oh, ah I” said Mr. Sempronius, 
endeavouring to hide hia confusion as 
much aud as ineffeetuaily aa the audU 
coco athitiqiied to conceal their half- 
Buppressed tittering, by coughing witli 
extraordinary violcuoe— 

—-—^—“ * tnit I iLiva mirded her,— 

The very bead atii froiitet uo^ eft'ijnding 
Hath this eiLAAt ; no more 

{A$ide) Why don’t you prompt, 
father 1 ” 

“ Bccikiise I *ve mialaid niy spec- 
taeleBi.” said poor Mr* Gattlrtou, al¬ 
most dead with the heat and bustle. 
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** ThePBj now it ‘ rude jun 1/ 
SAid Uncle Tom. 

Yes, I know it is^“ returned the 
uufortun&te m&uftger, proceeding with 
hie pert. 

li would be tieelete and tiresome to 

? iioite the number of inatancea in which 
*nc]e Tom^ now complete]]^ in hia ele* 
ment, and inatig&ted by the miechio- 
voua Mrs. Porter, corrected the mis¬ 
takes of the performers \ suffice it to 
say, that having mounted hia hobby, 
nothing could induce him to dismount ; 
BO, during the whole remaiader of the 
play, he performed a kind of mmiing 
accompaDimetitj by mutterlug every¬ 
body's part as it was being delivered, 
in an under tone. The audience were 
highly amused, Mrs* Porter delighted, 
tlte performers embairasBed; Uncle 
Tom never was better pleased in all 
his life ; and Uncle Tom's nephews 
and nieces had never, although the 
declared heirs to hia property, so 
heartily wished him gathered to his i 
fatliers as on that memorable occasion,. 

Several other minor causes, too, 
united to damp the ardour of tlie dt-a^ 
ntatis penotus^ None of the perform^ 
era could walk in their tights,or move 
their arms lu their jackets ] the pan¬ 
taloons were too Bmall, ihe boots too 
large, and the swerda of all shapes 
and aizes, Mr* Evans, naturally too 
tall for the scenery, wore a black vel¬ 
vet hat with immenae white plumes, 
the glory of which was lost in “ the 
flies and the only other iuconveni- 
ence of which was, tliat when it was 
off his head he eould not put it on, and 
when it wu on he could not take it 
off. Notwithstanding aU his prac¬ 
tice, too, he fell with his head and 
shoulders as neatly through one of the 
aide scenes,as a harlequin would jump 
through a panel in a Christmas pan¬ 
tomime* The pianoforte player, over¬ 
powered by the extreme heat of the 
room, fainted army at the commence¬ 


ment of the entertainmeuts, leaving 
the music of " Masaniello to the 
flute and violoncello. The orchestra 
complained that Mr* Harleigh put 
them out, and Mr* Harleigh declared 
that the orchestra prevented his sing¬ 
ing a note. The flshermen, who were 
hired for the occasion, revolted to the 
very lifsj positively refusing to play 
without an increased allowance of 
spirits; and, their demand being com¬ 
plied with, getting drunk in the erup¬ 
tion scene as naturally as poseibJe. 
The red Are, which was burnt at the 
Conclusion of the second act, not only 
nearly suffocated the audience, but 
nearly set the house on Are into the 
bai^aiu ; and, Dsitwas, the refinainder 
of the piece wa? acted in a thick fog. 

In short, the whole affair was, as 
Mra. Joseph Porter triumphantly told 
everybody, ” a complete failure*" The 
audience went home at four o’clock iu 
the moruipg, eahausied with laughter, 
Eulfering from severe headaches, and 
smelliug terribly of brimstone and gun¬ 
powder* The M eflsrs. G attleteo, senior 
and junior, retired to rest, with the 
vague idea ^emigrating to Swan River 
early in the ensuing week* 

Rose Villa has once again resuined 
ite wonted appearance ; the dining¬ 
room furniture has been replaced ; the 
tables are as nicely poliahed as for¬ 
merly ; the horsehair chairs are ranged 
against the wall, as regularly as ever j 
Venetian blitidH have been fitted to 
every window in the house to inter¬ 
cept the prying gaze of Mrs. Joeeph 
Porter. The subject of theatricaLa 
is neveif mentioDM in the Gattleton 
family, nnleie, indoeil, by Uncle Tom, 
who cannot refrain from sometimes ex¬ 
pressing his surprise and regret at 
Anding that hie nephews and nieces 
appear to have lost the relish they 
once poBsessed for the beauties of 
ShakBpeare, and quotations from the 
works of that immortal bard. 
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CHAPTER X, 


A. FASS4GE IN IH* LIFE OF Hft- WATKIWS TOTTIE, 
CHAPTER THE F1B3T. 


Mjltbinost is proveTbi*lly ft serious 
Undcrtftkiog. Liko bh overweening 
predilection for brandwater, it 
ia ft miafortuno into which a man 
easily falla^ and from which he finds 
it remarkably difficult to extricate 
himself. It is of no use telling a man 
who ia timorous on theae points^ that it 
la but one pluuge, and all 1$ over, 
Tliey say the same thing at the Old 
Bailey, and the unfortunate victims 
derive as much comfort from the 
assurance iu the one case as in the 
other. 

Mr. Watkins Tottle was a rather 
nncommoii compound of strong u^to- 
rioua inclinations, and an unparalleLvd 
degree of nntl-connubial timidity. He 
was about fifty years of age j stood 
four feet six inches and three-quarters 
in bis soi^ko—for he never stood in 
stockiug at all—plump, dean, and rosy. 
He looked eomethinglike a vignette to 
one of Richardson's novelSj and had a 
clean^ravatish formality of manner^ 
and kitchen-pokemesa of carriage, 
which Sir Charles Grandison himself 
might have envied. He lived on an 
annuity, which was well adapted to the 
ludividanl who received it, in one 
respect—it was rather ama^. He re¬ 
ceived it in periodical payments on 
every nltemato Monday ; but lie ran 
himself out, aboni a day after the 
expii'fttion of the first week, as jregu- i 
larly as an eight-day clock ; and then, 
to make the comparison complete, hie 
landlady wound him up, and he went 
on with a regular tick. 

Mr, Watkins Tottle had long Uvod 
, in a state nf single blessedneSAt 
bachelors eay, or single curse^oss„ as 
spinsters think; but the idea ^ matri- 
mpny had never ceased to haunt hliR. 
Wrapt in profound reveries on this 


never-failing theme, fancy tnuuformed 
hifiemail parlouriuCecil-street,Strand, 
into ft neat house in the suburbs ; the 
half-hundredweight of coals under the 
kitchen-stairs suddenly sprang up into 
three ton$ of the best WaHE^end; his 
small French bedstead was converted 
into a regular matrimoniid four-poster; 
and in the empty chair on the oppo¬ 
site side of tbs fire-place, imagination 
seated a beautiful young lody^ with a 
very little independence or will of her 
own, and a very largo independeace 
under a will of her fadieris. 

'*Who*B tliere?” inquirud Mr. 
Watkins ToLtle, as a gentle tap at his 
room-door disturbed thess meditactonfl 
one evening, 

"Tottle, my dear fellow, how tfo 
you do 1 ** said a short elderly gentle¬ 
man with a gruffish voice, bursting 
into the room, and replying to the 
question by asking anotlier, 

" Told yon 1 ^ould drop in some 
evening,” said the short gentleman, as 
ho delivered his hat into Tottle's hand, 
after a little struggling and dodging. 

" Delighted to see you, I'm eure,*' 
said Mr. Watkins Tottle, wishing 
internally that lus visitor had dropped 
in to the Thames at the bottom of the 
street, instead of dropping into his 
parlour. The fortnight was nearly up, 
and Watkins was ham up. 

“ How ifl Mrs. Gabriel Parsons 
inquired Tottle. 

Quite well, thank you,” replied 
Mr. Gabriel Parsons, for that was the 
name the short gentleman revelled in. 
Here there was a pause ; the short 
ge&tleniAn looked at the left hob of the 
fireplace ; Mr. Watkins Tottle stared 
vacancy out of eounteriancfii. 

Quite well" repeated the short 
gentlejuacj when five minutes had 
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“Innnjftflyi^tunrkabl^well,’* 
And he rubhesi palma of bis liEnids 
ue hard m if he were going to strike ti 
light by fticttoii. 

“What wiU you taket** inquired 
Tgttle^ with tlie deAperate suiiJoimeirS 
of a man who knew tiiat uiileM the 
’risitor took liis leave, he stood very 
little eliauco of taking anything elee, 
Cliij, f don*t know,—Have you any 
whiskey I ” 

“ Why,’* replied ToUb, very slnwly, 
for all this w&s gaining time, “ 1 had 
some capital, and reinarkably strong 
whiskey last week; but it*s all gone— 
and thei\*bre its strength-** 

“la much beyond proof j or, in 
otlier wordsj huptj^sihle to be proved," 
said the short geutlemuii ' and ho 
laughed very lieartily, and seemed 
quite glad tlie whiskey had been drunk. 
Mr. Tottlo smiled—but it was the smile 
of dtspi^ir* When Mr* Cribriel Par- 
eons hnd done laiigiiing, he delicately 
insinuated that, m tiie absenee ol 
whiskey, iie w'ould not be averse to 
brandy. And Mr. W'atkina Tottle, 
lighting a. Hat caudle very ostenta¬ 
tiously ; and dijipiaying an immense 
k«3', which hehmged to the sti'eet- 
door, but wliieh, tar the sake of 
appearances^, occa^ianally did duty in 
an imoginfirywtjie-cchar; Itftthe room 
to entia-nt his landlady to charge tlioir 
glasses, and charge them in the bill. 
The application wra euccebeful; the 
spirits wore speedily called—not from 
tlie riL^Ev deep, but ilie adjacent wine^ 
vaults. The two short gentlemen mixed 
tlieirgrog i and then sat cosily down 
before tlie fire—a pair of shores, airing 
themselves. 

“Tottle,” said Mr, GahricT; Parsons, 
“you know my way—^olTdiand, o[)eti, 
say what ] mean, mean what I say,: 
hate reserve, ami can’t hear aifucta^ 
tion. One, is a bad domino which only 
bides what good, people have about 
’em, witJiout mainng the bad look 
Ijctler ; and the other is much about 
the same thing as pinking a white cot* i 
ton Etocking to make it look like a eilk 
one. Now listen to what 1 ’m guLog 
to bay.” 


Here, the little gentleman paused, 
and took a long pull at his brandy-and- 
watcr* Mr* Watkins Tottle took & sip 
of hi$, stirred the Hro,aiid assumed an 
air of profound attention. 

“ Ht’s of ao use imninung and ha’ing 
about the niatter,” rcsiuiicil fjie short 
pcntieuian*^” You want to get mar¬ 
ried.** 

“ Wlty/’ replied Mr. Watkins Tob^ 
tie, evasively ; for he trembled vio¬ 
lently, and feit a aiiddeu tingling 
tlirunghont bis wliole frame ; “ why— 
[ shnuLd certuiuly—at least, 1 ikUk I 
should like—” 

“ Wtm't do," said the sliort gentle* 
Tiiau.— “Plain and free^—or tiierc'S 
an end of the matter* Du you want 
money 1 ” 

“ You know I do.” 

“ You admire tlic sex ! ” 

«I do.” 

“ And you M like to be married T ” 
Certainly,” 

“ Tiieii you shall be* There *a an 
end of that." Thus trying, Mr Gabriel 
Parsnn^ took a piiirli of bimlfj and 
mixed another glass. 

“ Let me entreat you to be more 
expbrintory,” said TfJttle. Keally, 
AA the painty principally intensted, 1 
cannot cons'jut to be disposed of, in 
tJiis way ” 

tell yon,” replied Hr.G.^b^iel 
Parsons, warming with the subject, 
and. the brandy-and-water*—“ I know 
a lady—she’s stopping with my wife 
now—who is jubt the thing tor you 
Well educated ; talks Freneh i plays 
the piano ; knows a good deal aliont 
Ho Wei'S and shells, and all tliat sort of 
tiling; and has five Inmdrud a-yenr, 
with an uncontrolled pavver at dia- 
pifiitig of it, by her Uat will and 
teatiUiienL” 

“ 1 *11 pay my addresaes to her,*’ 
said Mr. Watkins Tottle* “ She Imi't 
vay young—ia she 1" 

“ Notveiy ; just the thing for you- 
—I ’ve said that already.” 

“ What coloured hair has the lady 1 ” 
inquired Mr. Watkins Tnttle. 

“ Egodj r hardly recollect," replied 
Gabriel, with coolne^ “Terhaija I 
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ou^ht lo have observed, at ahe 
Vr-eiiirij a fruiit.” 

“A wbit ejaculated Tfjttle, 

*-Oue of those tliiiisss with curia, 
along here/’^ said ParsonB, drawing n 
btraight line aeroiia lii^ fureliead, ju,st 
over hla ejes, Jii illuiitratiou of his 
Jiieaning^ “ I know the front *a black; 
I can't If peak quite p^Hitively about Iter j 
own liair ; bucauae, ULdcHd one walks 
behind lier^and oatehea a eUmpse of it 
under her bonnet, one seldom sees it; 
but I should sny ill at it was fiofAcr, 
lighter than the front—a shade of a j 
greyidi periiaps.*' j 

Mr, W^itkins Totllo looked os if he 
had certain misgivings of mind. Mr,' 
Gabriel Parson!* perceived it, and 
thought it would be B:tfo to begit) llte 
ne^:t attack wltliout delay. 

Now, were you over in love, 
Tottlti 1 lie inquired. 

ilr. Watkins Tottio blushed up to 
the eyes, atid down to the ekiii, and 
exinbited a most extensive coinbiiia- 
tion of colours as he confessed tlie^oft 
intpcaclmienL 

** I supjiose you popped the question, 
more than onep,\vhen you wer^i a young 
—1 heg your pardon -—& younger— 
man,” said Pitraoua 
** Never in my life ! ” replied hi& 
friend, apparently indiguant at being 
suspected of such an acL Never ! 
The fact is, that 3 euternitn, as you 
know, peculiar Opinions on these E^ub- 
jucU. I am not afraid of ladies, young 
or old—far froiii it; but, 1 think, tliat 
in ootnplitmcc with the custom of tlie 
present day, they allow loo i^ueb free¬ 
dom of speech and manner to mar¬ 
riageable men. Now, the ftict is, that 
lUiy thing like this easy freodum I never 
could acquiiie; and as 1 aiiii always 
afraid of going too far, I am genei'alH'j 
I dare say, considered formal and 
colcL” 

** I shouldn't wonder if you wore,” 
replied Parsons, gravely; 1 ahmlcln’t 
. ^ wonder. However, you 'll be all rig]it 
in this caise ; for the stricti^ss and 
delicacy of this lady^s ideas greatly 
exceed your own. Lord ble&a you, 
why when she came to our house, theru 


was an old portrait of anine man or 
odicr, with two large black staring 
eyes^, hanging up in her budrooni ; she 
positively refused to go tii bed there, 
till it was taken down, considering it 
decidedly wrong/* 

1 tliink so, loo,” said Mr. Watkins 
Tottlc ; ** certfilidy.” 

"And tlien, the other night—T never 
laughed so much in my life*'—resumed 
Mr. Gabriel Parsona ; " 1 haul driven 
home in an eaaterly wind, and caught 
a devil of a facc-ache* Well j as 
Fanny — that's Mra. Paraons, you 
know—nnd this fneud of iiei'P, and i, 
and Frank Hobs, were playing a rubber, 
I snid, jokingly, that when I went to 
bed I should wrap iny head iti Faimi’a 
fiannel petticoat. Slic instantly threw 
up her cards, and left the 1 * 00110 .” 

Quite light S ” said Mr, Watkins 
Tottle, “she could not possibly have 
beliavod in a more dignified luaimer. 
What did you do I" 

"l3o 1—Frank took dummy ; and 
f won sixpeiice ” 

" But, didn't you apologise for 
hurting her feelings I ” 

" Devil a bit. Next morning at 
breakfast, we talked it over, i^he mn- 
tended diat any rcfcixuice to a flannel 
petticoat was mi proper ;—men ought 
not to be supposed to know' tliat such 
things were* 1 pleaded my cov<r- 
ture ; being a maiTjed man/' 

"And what did the lady sny to 
thati^ inquired Tottle, deeply intci"- 
esced. 

" Chan; 7 ed her ground, and said that 
Frank being a ejngie man, its impro¬ 
priety waft obvious." 

"Noble-minded creature!” ex¬ 
claimed the enmptiired Tottle. 

"Oh I both Fanny and I said, at 
onoe, that she was regulaidy cut out 
for you.” 

A gleam of placid satisfaction slmne 
on die cireukr face of Mr. Watkins 
Tottle, as he heard the prophecy. 

“Theresa one thing 1 cai/t under* 
stand,*' said Mr, Gabriel Parsons, as 
he rose to depart; *“ 1 cannot, for llie 
life and soul uf me iningiiie, liow' the 
deuce you’ll ever contrive to come 
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together. The Iftdy woiald certainly go 
into conTulsicTiB if the eubject were 
njentioned,** Mr. Gabriel Paratons eat 
down again, and laughed uatil he waa 
veak. Tattle owed him money^ bo he 
had a ^lerfcct right to laugh at Tottle’s 
expense. 

Mr. Watkins Tottle feared, m bis 
own mind, that tins was another cha^ 
racteri&tic which he had in common 
with this modem Lueretia. He, how¬ 
ever, accepted the invitation to dine 
with tlie Farftonscs on the next day 
but one, with great firmness; and 
looked forward to the introduction, 
when again left alone^ with tolerable 
compoaure. 

The auo that roeo on the next day 
but one, had never beheld a eprucer 
personage on the outsido of the Nor¬ 
wood stage, tlian Mr. Watkins Tqtde ; 
and when tlie coach drew up before a 
esrd^board Looking house with dis¬ 
guised chimneys, and a lawu like a 
large sheet of green letter-jHiper, he 
certainly had never lighted to his place 
of destination a gentleman who felt 
more uncomfortable. 

The coach stopped, and Mr, Wat¬ 
kins Tottle jumped—we beg his par¬ 
don— alighted, with great dignity. 
** All tight I ” eaid he, and away went 
the coach up the hill with that beauti¬ 
ful equanimity of pace for which 
•* short ” stages are generally remark¬ 
able^ 

Mr. Watkins Tottle gave a faltetiug 
jerk to the handle of the garden-gate 
belh He essayed a more energetic 
tug, and his previous nervousness was 
not at all diminished by hearing the 
bell ringing like a fire alarum^ 

la Mr* Parsons at home I ” in¬ 
quired Tottle of the man who opened 
tbe*gate« He could hardly hear him¬ 
self speak, fur the bell had not yet 
done tolling. 

** Here I am,"' shouted a voic« on 
the lawn,—and thhre was Mr, Gabriel 
ParsonH iit a Bajinel jacket, runuing 
backwards and forwards, from a wicket 
to two hats piled on each otlicr, and 
from the two hats to the wicket, 
in the meat Ttolent manner, while 


another geutleman with his coat off 
was getting down the area of the 
house, after a ball. When the gcntleo^ 
mau without the coat had found it— 
which he did in less than ten minutes 
—he ran back to the hats, and Gabriel 
Parsons pulled up. Then, the gentle¬ 
man without the coat called out “play,*^ 
very loudly, and bowled. Then, Mr* 
Gabriel Paraons knocked the bull 
Beveral yards, aod took another mn* 
Theu, the other gentleman aimed at 
the wicket, and diduH hit it ; and Mr. 
Gabriel Parsons, having finished run¬ 
ning on his own account, laid down the 
bat and ran after Oie ball, which went 
into a neighbouring field. They called 
tbU cricket 

Tottle, will you * go in I * ** in¬ 
quired Mr, Gabriel Parsons, as he ap¬ 
proached him, wiping the perspiration 
off his face. 

Mr. Wathina Tottle declined the 
offer, the bare idea of accepting which 
made him even warmer than his 
friend. 

Then we ’ll go into the house, as 
it’s past four, and I ehall have to 
wash my bands before dinner," said 
Mr, Gabriel Parsons. Here, 1 hate 
ceremony, you know ! Timson, that's 
Tottle—Tottle, that's Timsou ; bred 
for the church, which I fear will never 
be bread for him ; ” and he chuckled 
at the old joke. Mr. Tlmson bowed 
carelessly. Mr* Watkins Tottle bowed 
stiffly. Mr. Gabriel Parsons led 
the way to the house. He was a rich 
sugar-baker, who miatook rudeness for 
honesty, qnd abrupt bluutneBs for an 
open and candid manner ; many be¬ 
sides Gabriel mistake bluntness for 
sincerity. 

Mrs. Gabriel PaiBons received the 
visitors most graciously on the atepH, 
and preceded them to the drawing¬ 
room. On the eofa, was seated a 
lady of very prim appearance, and re- 
mJkrkably inanimate. She wae one of 
those persons at whoso age it la im- 
posaiblo to make any reasonable guess; 
her features might have been remark¬ 
ably pretty when ahe was younger, 
and they might always have presented 
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the «une &ppei&razice* Her compIcKJon 
—nith a alight trace of powder here 
and there— waa aa clear as that of a 
well-made wax doll, and her face aa 
expreasive. She was baodBomely 
dret^sed, and waa winding up a gold, 
watch» 

^ Mlsa Lillertorii my dear, thia ia 
our friend Mr Watkma Tottle j a very 
old acquaintance I assure you/* eaid 
Mra. Parsons^ presenting the Strephon 
of Cedhstreet, Strand The lady 
rose^ and made a deep courtesy ; Mr< 
Watkins Tottle made a bow. 

Splendid, majestic creature I 
thought Tottle, 

Mr. Timson advanced, and Mr. 
Watkins Tottle began to hate him. 
Men generally discover a rival, instinc* 
lively, and Mr. Watkins Tottle felt 
that Ills hate was deserved. 

^*May I beg," aaid Uie reverend 
gentleman,—** May 1 beg to call upon 
you, Misa Lillerton, for some triflijiig 
donation to uy aoup, coaU> and 
blanket-distribution society V' 

^ Put my name down^ tor two sove- 
reigqL if you please,” responded Miss 
Lillerton, 

“ You are truly ebaritable, madam,” 
said the Iteverend Mr. Timson, ‘*and 
we know that charity will cover a 
multitude of sins. Let me beg you 
to understand that 1 do not say tliis 
from the supposition that you have 
many eins which require palliation j 
believe me when 1 say that T never 
yet met any one who had fewer to 
atone for* thau Miss Lillerton/* 

Something like a bad imitation of 
animation lighted up the Iddy’s face, 
AS ahe acknowledged the complimeul 
Watkins Tottle incurred the sin of 
wishing that the ashes of the Reve¬ 
rend Charles TimBon were quiety de¬ 
posited in the churchyard of his 
curacy, wherever it might be. 

“ IT1 tell you what,” interrupted 
Parsons, who had just appeared with 
clean hands, and a black coat, ^ it "a 
- < my private opinion, Timson, iJiat your 
* distribution society * is rathc^ahum- 
biig/* 

^You are so severe,” replied 


Timson, with a Christian smile ; he 
disliked Parsons, but liked hia 
dlnnera 

^ So positively unjust I ” said Miss 
Lillerton, 

Certainly*'* obwrved Tottle. The 
lady looked up ; her eyes met those 
of Mr. Watkins Tottle, She with¬ 
drew them in a awoet confusion* and 
W&tkJna Tottifl did Uw same—the 
Confusion was mutuals 

*fWhy/* urged Mr. Parsons, pur¬ 
suing hla objections, ** wliat on earth 
is the use of giving a man coals who 
has nothing to cook, or giving him 
blankelis when ho hasn't a bed, or 
giving him soup when he requires 
mibst^tial food ?—^ like sending them 
ruffies when wanting a shirr," Why 
I not gt^e 'em a trifle of money, as I 
I do, wlien 1 think they deserve it, And 
I let them purchase what they thiuk 
I best! Why J—because your ^juhscri- 
I bers wouldn’t see their names Rou rish- 
ing m print on the church-door— 
lliat's the reason/* 

“Really, Mr. Parsons* I hope you 
don't mean to msinuate that I wiaii (o 
see my name in print, on tlie church- 
door,** interrupted Mias Lillerton. 

hope not” said Mr+ Watkins 
; TotUe, putting in another word, and 
getting another glance. 

•‘Certainly not,” replied Parson 
“ f dare say you wouldu*t mind seeing 
it in writing* though* in the church 
register—eh ! ” 

* Register! What register f ” in¬ 
quired the lady, gravely. 

“Why, the register of marriages, to 
beaure,'* replied Parsons, chuckling 
at the sally, and glancing at Tottle. 
Mr* Wstkics Tottle theught ho should 
have fainted for shame, and it is quite 
impossible to iniagino what effect the 
joke would have had upon the lady, if 
dinner had not been, at that moment, 
announced. Mr. Watkins Tottlei, with 
an unprecedented effort of gallantry, 
nffered the tip of his little linger ; Mies 
Lilletton accepted it gracefully, with 
maiden modesty ; and they proceeded 
in due state to tlie dinner-table, where 
they were soon deposited side by side* 
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The room w'as verv the dinner 
Vfrry good, nnd tlio little party in 
apiriU. The converaation became 
pretty tfeiieml, and ivhen Hr* WatJiiii'j 
Tottle liad e3stracte(i one or two cold 
obaerv'atiotift fiXFin hi a neiglihcauri and 
had taken wdiie wdtli her, he began to 
aci] dire Cfmfid enco miiJ< ] \y. Ti le cloth 
w^ivs removfiil ; MrSn Cabriel t^arsdiia 
drank four glai^sefi {>r jiort on the pka 
of beini; a nnrso just then ; and Mis* 
Lillertun to^tk about tlie same tiuinber 
of sips, on the pka of not wanting 
any at all. At length, the ladies re- 
tircrl, to the great gi-atifieation of Hr* 
Gabriel Parsons, who hiu) been cough¬ 
ing and Irow'nfrig nt his wife, for half 
an hour previously—signalH ivhlcli 
Mrfl* Parwos never liappcned to 
observe, until she had been pressed 
to take her ordinary qiiantiini, which, 
to avoid giving trouble, she gent;rally 
did at oiico. 

What do you think of her! in¬ 
quired Mr* Gaiu'itd PareoiiB of Mi\ 
Watkins Tottlo, in an under tone, 

E dote on her witli enthusiasm al¬ 
ready ! ** veptied ilr. Watkins Tottle* 
** Gentlemen, pray let us drink * tho 
ladies,*” said the Ueverend Mr* Tim- 

M>11. 

‘"The ladies !" siid Mr. \l^atkin* 
Tuttle, emptying liis glasa^ In the 
fulnc'^a of his confidence, he felt as if 
lie could make love to a dozen ladies^ 
off haTid. 

“Ah 1 " aaid ilr. Gabriel Paraona, 
“ 1 remember when 1 was a youag 
man—fill j^>ur glas^g, Tiinson*^^ 

“ I have this Tuomeiit emptied it.” 
“Tlieii fill again.’* 

“ i will,” savl Timson, sultiDg the 
action to the word* 

“ I remember,'' resumed Mr* Gabriel 
Parsons, ** wben I was a younger man, 
with w hai a strange compiund of feel¬ 
ings I nsed to drink that toast, and 
how 1 used tu tiunk every woman, was 
an angel," 

“ \Vft8 that before you were mar¬ 
ried 1'^ mildly inquir^ Mr* Watkins 
Tottle. 

“ Oh! certainly,^' repl iod M r. Gabnel 
Parsons, “1 have never thought eo 


since ; Euid a precious milksop I must 
have been, ever to have tlmuglit ao at 
a Ik But,, j'ou Iniuw, I married Fanny 
under tlie oddest, nud rnost ridiculous 
clrcumatanee* possible,” 

“What were they, if One may in* 
quire V* asked Tmiuon, who had heard 
Iho Htory, tm an average, twice a wxek 
for the last montbs* Mr* Watkins 
Tottlo listened atteiiLively, iti the hope 
of picking np $onie suggestion that 
mi^dit be useful to liiiu in his tiew 
undertaking* 

“ I spent my wedding-night in a 
back-kitchen chiTnney," said Parsons^ 
by wny of a beginning* 

“In a bFick-kitdicn fhimuCyl'^ 
ejaculated Watkin* Tottle* “ How 
dreadful! 

“ Yes, it wasn^t very jdeaaant,” re¬ 
plied the small Jiost. “'Hie fact is, 
Faiiny^S fat iter and ni other liked me 
w'cll enoui^h us an individual, but 
had a decided objection to my becom¬ 
ing a linsbaTiJ* You see, 1 hadn’t any 
money in those days, and they had 
and so they wanted Fanny to pick up 
someboily eliic. 1 h J wcver, we n lanngt’d 
to discover tlie state of each otlieFs 
affections somehow. I used to meet 

her, at some mnUiA] friends* parties j 
at first we dance^l together, and talked^ 
and Allied, and all that sort of thing ; 
llirrij I used to like nothing so well as 
sitting by her side—we didn't talk so 
TUucU then, but I remember 1 need to 
have a grout notion of looking at lier 
out of the extreme coTner ot my left 
eye—and tlien T got very miserable and 
Sentimental, and began t) write verses, 
and use Maeaasamil, At last I couldn't 
bear it any longer, and after 1 Imd 
walked up and down the sunny Bide of 
Oxford-street in tight boots fora week 
—and a devilish hot sommer it wa* 
too*^in the hope of meeting her, X oat 
down and wrote a letter, and begged 
her to manage to eee me clandestinely, 
for I wanted to hear lier deciaion froin 
her own mouth. 1 eaid 1 liad dia^ 
covered, to my perfect satisfaction, 
that I fonldn't live without her, and 
that if slie rlidfi’t have me, I had mode 
up my mind to ^e prussic odd, or 
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take to drinkmgp. or emigmte^ as to 
take my^lt oft' in some way or oiher. 
Wellf 1 borroived a pound, and bribed 
the housuinatd to givt^ ht^r the uote^ 
which bhe did.^* 

“Anri what ^as the reply P* in* 
quired Tiniiion, who had fourid, be¬ 
fore, that to encoura;;e the repetition 
of old Btories is to get a general invi¬ 
tation. 

“Oh, the Usual one! Fatiny 
e^c pressed hersidf very miserable; 
hintoil at the possibility of an early 
grave j said that nothing should in¬ 
duce her to swerve from the duty alie 
owed her parents; iiti|dured me V) 
forget her, and find out somebEHiy 
more deserving, and all that sort of 
thing. She ^d she could, on no 
account, think of meeting me uiiknowm 
to tier ]m iiinl nin ; and entreated iiiCj 
as ishe should be in a particular part 
of Kensington tianlcna at eleven 
oYloek next morning, not to attempt 
to meet her fhein;." 

“ You didn*t go, of course V* said 
Watkins Tot tie. j 

*' iJidnH 11—Of course I did. There 
she wa.s, with tlie identical housemaid 
in perspectivo, in order that there 
might be no intcrruptioin Wc walked 
about, for a couple of liours ; made 
oui'selves doliglutully miserable ; and 
were regularly engaged. Then, we 
began to ‘ correspond '—that is to say, 
used to pxcliaoge about four letters 
a day ; what we used to say in ‘em I 
can't imagine^ And 1 used to have an 
interview, in the kitchen, or the cel¬ 
lar, or some such place, every even¬ 
ing. Well, things went on iA this way 
for some time i and we got fonder of 
each ether every day. At last, as our 
love v^as raised to such a pitch,and as 
my salary had been raised too, shortly 
before, wo determined on a secret 
marriage. Fanny arranged to sleep at 
a friend's, on the previous night; we 
were to be muried early in the morn¬ 
ing j and then we were to return to her 
.home and be pathetio. She wm to 
fall at the old gentleman's fvt, and 
bathe his boots with her tears; and 1 
was to bug the old lady acid calL her 


I' mother/and use my pocket haiidker* 
chief as much as pof^hlJe. Married 
I wc were, the next mornimg j two girls 
—Irietids of Fanny's—acting as bride- 
maids; and a man, who was hired for 
five ehillmgs and a pint of porter, 
officiating as father. Now, the old 
lady uiifortiiniitely put off licr return 
from Ramsgate, where she had been pay¬ 
ing ti visit, until tlie next mominig ; mid 
as we placed great reliance on her, 
; Wc agreed to postjHUie our coiifessi'on 
for f on r-M id -1 wei i ty hours, Jly ne wly* 
made wife returned home, and J spent 
my TAodding-day in Hti'olling abfmt 
llampsteaddicath, and exeemting my 
father-in-law. Of courtc, I went to 
comfort my deaf littk wife at night, 
Bs much as I could, wJtli tlie assurance 
that Our troubles would soon be ovci-. 
i T opened the garden-gate, of which I 
had a key, auJ was shown by tlie 
servant to our old place of meeting—^ 
H bad: kitchen, with h stene-floor and 
a dresser : u^ioii which, in the absence 
of chairs, we used to sit and nmke 
love,** 

" Make love upon a kitchen-drcs^rl'* 
interruptetl Mr. Watkins Tot lie, whoso 
ideas of decorum were greatly out* 
raged. 

“ Ah ! On A kitcboii-drcsser !" re¬ 
plied Pareoiifl. “ And let me tell you, 
old fellow, tliat, if you were really ovt r 
heaebaud-earsin love, and had no other 
place to make love ii>, you *d be dcvHl* 
i&U glad to avail youi':ielf of «ucb an 
opportunity. However, let me see 
w here was 11 

“ On the dreaaer,’* suggested Timson. 

“ Oh—fib 1 Well, here 1 fouud poor 
Fanny, quite disconsrjiate and un- 
coED fort able. The old boy had been 
very cross all day, which made her 
feel still more lonely ; and she was 
quite out of spirits. So, 1 put a good 
face on the matter, and laughed it off, 
and Bald we should enjoy the pleasures 
of a matrimonial life tuoiv, by contrac^t; 
and. At length, poor Fanny brightened 
up a little. 1 stopped tliere, till about 
eleven o'clock, and, just as 1 was tak¬ 
ing my leave for the fourteenth time, 
the girl came nuining down the staiTB^ 
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withouther elioes, inn gr^t fright, to pA«t »eten the next morning, when 
tell U8 that the old villain—Heaven the honseiaatd’a sweetheartp who wan 
give me for calling him eo, for lie is a carpenter, anshelLed me. The old 
dead and gone now!—prompted I fiup- dog liad nailed me up ao securely, that, 
pone by the prince of darknoBs, was to this very hour, I drmly believe that 
coming down, to draw hiH own beer for no one but a carpenter could ever have 
supper—a thing he had not done be- got me out.” 

fore, for six months, to my certaia “ And what did Mrs, Parsons's 
knowledge j for the cask stood in that father say, when he found you were 
very back kitchen. If he discovered married I" inquired Watkins Tottle, 
me there, OK pin nation would have bcea who, although he never saw a joke, 
out of the question; for lie waa so out^ waa not satisfied until he heard a etory 
rageously violent, when at all o;ccited, to the very end. 
that he never would have listened to ^ W'hy, the affair of the chimney so 
me. There waa only one thing to be | tickled his fancy, tliat he pardoned us 
done. The chimney was a very wide ^ off-luind, and allowed eometlnug to 
one ; it had been ori^inAlly built for! live on till he went the way of all 
an oven ; went up perpendicularly for ; flesh. 1 spent the next night in hia 
a few feet, and then shi:4 backward and ' second'floor front, much more conip 
formed a sort of amail cavern. My fortobly than I had spent the pre> 
hopes and fortune—the means of our ceding one ; for, as you will jirobably 
joint existence almost—were at stake, guess-” 

T scrambled in, Like a squirrel i coiled ** Please sir, missis Has made tea,” 
myself up in this recesa; Aodj as Fanny < asid a middlo'aged female servant, 
and the girl replaced the deal chimney- bobbing into the room, 
board, I could see the light of the " That *9 tlie very housemaid that 
candle which my imconecious father- figures in my story/’said Mr.Gabriel 
indaw carried in hie hand. 1 heard Parsoua. “She went into Faimy'a 
iiinidraw the beer; and 1 never heard 'service when we were fii*st married, 
beer run so slowly. He was just leav- j and has been with us ever since f but 
ing the kitchen, and 1 was preparing! 1 don't think she has felt one atom of 
to descend, when down came the in- \ respect for me since tJie morning nhe 
femal chimney-board with a tremeri- f saw me released, when she went into 
dous crash. He stopped, and put j violent hysterics, to which she has been 
down the candle and the jug of beer I subject ever since, b^ow, shall we join 
on the dresser ; he was a nervous old ' the ladies 1 ” 

fellow, and any unexpected noise an-] If you please,’’ aald Mr, Watkins 
noyed him. He coolly observed tliat | Tottle, 

the fireplace was lievqr used, BJid send-1 ** Hy all means,” added the oh- 

ing the frightened servant into the! scquious Mr. Timaon ; and the trio 
□ext kitchen for a hammer and nails, ' made fur* the drawhig-roum accord- 
actually nailed up the board, and lochetL ingly. 

the door on the outside. So, there was Tea being conchnled, and the toast 
I, on my wedding-night, in the liglit and cups having been duly handed, 
kerseymere trousers, fancy waistcoat, and occasionally upset, by Mr, Wat- 
and blue coat, tliat 1 had b^n married kins Tottle, a rubber waa proposed, 
in in. the mnrtihig, iu a back-kitchen They cut for partnersMr. and 
chimney, tlie bottom of which Mrs. Piirsona j and Mr. Watkme 
nailed up, and the top of which had Tottle and Miss Lillerton. Mr. 
been formerly raised some fifteen feet, Tim son having coned sntious acruples 
to prevent the smoke from annoying on the subject of card-playing, drank 
the neighbours. And there,” added brandy^ and * water, and kepi up 
Mr. Gabriel Parsons, as he passed the n ninuing spar with Mr, Watkins 
bottle, ** there I remained dll half- Tottle, The evcDmg went off wdl; 
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Mr* Watkins TottJe wjl? in higli spirits^ 
liaving some rertson to be gratifiod 
with his reception by Mies LiLlerton ; 
lUid before he iel'tj a Bmall party wao 
made up to visit the Beulah Spa on 
the following Saturday. 

'^lt*aall right, I tJiidk,” Boid Mr* 
Gabriel Par^tria to Mr, Watkins 
Tottle as he opened the garden gate 
for him* 

"1 Lope so,” lie replied, squeezing 
his frieud^B hand. 


You ’ll be down by the first coach 
on Saturday^” said klr* Gabriel Par- 
sons* 

Certainly/' replied TMi*, Watkins 
Tottle* “ Undoubtedly." 

But fortune bad decreed that, Mr* 
Watking Tattle should not bo ilown by 
the first coach on Saturday, 13is ad* 
Tenturea on that day however, aiid the 
aaccesa of hi a wooing, are subjects for 
another chapter. 


criAPTEii Tni: second*. 


“ Tnu first coach hns not come in 
yet, lias it, Tom 1 ” inquired Mr. Ga¬ 
briel Fnrson&j as he very complacently 
paced up *^iid down the fourteen feet 
of ;;ravel which bordered tho 
on the Satm*ilay inorning which h^ 
been fixed upon fur the Beulah Spa 
jaunt. 

No, sir ; T haven't seen it,” re¬ 
plied a gardener in a blue apron, who 
let himself out to do tlie ornamental 
forhalf-a-CTOwn a day and his ** keep." 

^^Tiine Tottle w'as down," said Mr, 
Gabriel FaraonH, Tuniinattng—** Oh, 
hei'C he ia, nr* doubt,” added Gabriel, 
as a cab drove rapidly up tlic bill^ and 
be buttoned his drcssiug-gown, and 
opened the gate to receive the ex- 
jicctcd visitor. The cab stopped, and 
out jumped a man in a coai'se Feter- 
sham great-coat, whity-biuwn necker¬ 
chief, faded block suit, gamboge- 
coloured top-boots, and one of those 
large-cmw’ned hati, forinrrly seldom 
met with, but now very generally 
patronised by gentJemeu and coster¬ 
monger?* 

** Mr. Parsons!” said Bie mau^ 
looking at the gupereenplloii of a note 
he held in his Jiaud, and addre$sing 
Gabriel with an inquiring air, 

“ My name ia I^arsoiis,” reapoaded 
the sugar baker. ^ 

^*I've brought this here note,” re¬ 
plied the individual in the painted 
topa, in a hoarse whisper; ^*XVe 

No. m. 


brought this here note from agennm'ii 
as come to our house this moniin**” 
expected the gentleman at my 
house," said Parsons, as he broke the 
Bea], which bore the impresBion of her 
majesty's profile as it is seen on a six¬ 
pence, 

** I *vc no doubt the gcnTui'n would 
ha' been liere,” replied the stranger, 

if he hadn't happened to call at our 
housa first; but we never trusts no 
gcn'ltn'n furder nor wc can aee lihn— 
no mistake about that there”—added 
the unknown, with a facetious gna ; 
** beg yer pardon, sir, no offence meant, 
only—once in, and 1 wiab you may- 
catch ttie idea, air 

Mr. Gabriel Parsons was not re¬ 
markable for catching anything sud¬ 
denly, but a cold. He therefore only 
bcstoived a glance of profound as¬ 
tonishment on hia mysterious compa* 
nioi], and proceeded to unfold the note 
of which he had been the bearer. 
Once opened and the idea was caught 
with very little difficulty, Mr* Watkins 
Tottle had been suddenly arrested for 
33f. lOj. 4d,, and dated his cominuiii* 
cation from a lock-up liouse in the 
vicinity of Chanccry-iane, 

** Utifoi'tunate affair, this ! ” said 
Parsons refoidtug tlie note. 

“ Oh ! Doihin' veil you Ve used to 
it,” coolly observed the man in the 
Petersham* 

“ Tom ! ” exclaimed Farsona, after 

]fi 
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a few mictites* confidfiraLtion, ** ju^t put 
the faortie wiU you !—Tell tlie gen¬ 
tleman that 1 bIulIL be there ahnoet as 
scroll as you are/- he continued, ad¬ 
dressing the sheiiff-officer^s Mercury* 
Werry well” replied tliat im¬ 
portant functionary ; addings in a 
confidendiJ manner, 1 M adwiae the 
gen’lm'n'a friends to settle* Y ou see 
it*s a mere trifle; and, unless the 
gen^m^n means to go up afore the 
court, it ’'s hardly worth while waiting 
for detainers you know. Our go-, 
vernorwide awake, lie ia. I'll never 
sny nothin' agin him, nor no man ; 
but he knows what's o^clock, he does, 
uiicorntnon*” Having delivered this 
eloquent, and, to ParsqiiB* particularly 
intelligible Imranguej the meaning .of 
which was eked out by divers nods 
and winks, the gentleman in the boots 
reseated himself in the cab which 
went rapidly off, and was soon out of' 
sight* Mr. Gabnel Parsons continued 
to pace up and down the pathway for 
Bonie minutes, apparently absorbed In 
deep meditation. The result of his 
cogitations seemed to be perfectly 
satisfactory to himself, for he ran 
briskly into llie house ; said that hu&i- 
ness had buddeuly suniincined him to I 
town ; that he had desired the mce- 
eenger to iiifurin Mr. Wathum Tuttle 
of the fact; and that they would 
return together to dinner* He tlicn 
hastily equipped himself for a drive, 
and mounting his gig woa anon ou hia 
ivay to the establishment of ^Ir* 
Solomon Jacobs, situate (as Mr. 
Watkins Tottlo had informed him) in 
Cursitor-street, Chancery-lane. 

When a man ia in a violent hurry 
to get on, and has a specific object in 
view, the attainment of which depends 
on tiic completion of hia journey, the 
difRcullies which interpose themselves 
in his way appear not only to be iunu* 
merable, but to have been colled into 
existence especially for the occaaion^ 
The remark by no meons m new 
Due, and Mr, Gabriel Parsons had 
pmctical and painful experience of its 
justice in. the COUr^ of hia drive. 
There are tliree classes of animated 


objects which prevent your driving 
with any degree of oomfort or cele¬ 
rity through sb'cets which are but 
little frequented—they are pigs, chil¬ 
dren, and old women. On the occa¬ 
sion we are describing, the pigs were 
luxuriating on cabbage-stalks, and the 
shuttlecocka fluttered from the little 
deal batdedorcs, and the childi'cn 
played in the roiid ; and women, with 
a basket in one hand and tlie street- 
deop key in the other, cress just 
before the horse's head, until Mr. 
Gabriel Faraons was perfectly savage 
with vexatioD, and quite hoarse with 
iioi-ing and imprecating. TLien, wlien 
he got into Fleet-street, there was “ a 
BtoppagCj" in which people in vchiclcH 
have the satisfactiDU of remaiuing bU- 
tionary for half an hour, and eiivyhig 
the slowest pedestrbus ; aud where 
policemen resli about, and seize hold 
of horses* bridles^and back them into 
sliop-windows, by way of clcariug the 
road and preventing confuslou. At 
length Mr. Gabriel Parsons turned 
into Chancery-lone, and liaving in¬ 
quired for, and been dire-cted to Cur- 
Bitor-Ktreet (for it was a locality of 
which he wag quite ignorant), he soon 
found himself opposite the hoiu^ of 
Mr. Solomon Jacobs, Confiding his 
horse and gig to the care of one of the 
fourteen boys who had lollowed hiin 
from tlie other side of Blockfriare- 
bridge on the chance of hia requiring 
tlicir services, Mr. Gabriel Fareons 
orofised the read and knocked at an 
inner door, the upper part of which 
woa of g1as?j giated like the windows 
of this inviting mansion with iron bars 
—painted white to look comfortable. 

The knock was answered by a 
aallow-foeed red-liaircd euJky boy, 
who, after surveying Mr. Gabriel 
Parsons through the gloss, applied a 
large key to ou immense wooden ex¬ 
crescence, which w'Ofl in reality A lock, 
but which, taken in conjunction with 
the iron nails with which the panels 
were studded, gave the door the ap¬ 
pearance of being subject to warts* 

^ I want to see Mr* Watkins Tottle,'* 
said Parsona^ 
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gentleman t1iat come in 
tliifi morning, Jem,,*' Ecrvinned a 'voice 
from the top of the kitchen etaira, 
Vfhich belonged to a dirty woman wlio 
had just brought her cliin to a level 
with the paaaage-floor. “ Tiie gentle- 
mairs in the cotfee-ioom.''’ 

Up stairs, sir/' said the boy, just 
Opening tlie door wide eitough to let 
Parsons in without squeezing him, 
and double-locking it the moment he 
liod mode his way through the aper* 
ture—“ First flooi'—door on tlic leftn" 

Air, Gabriel Parsons thua instructed, 
nseended the uiicnrpcted and ilb 
Jiglited staircase, and after giving 
several stibduHl taps at the l^fore- 
mentioned ^^door on tlio left/* whiolt 
w ere rendered inaudible by the Jium 
of voices within the room, and the 
biasing noise attendant on some frying 
operatious which were carrying on 
below stairs, turned the liandic, and 
entered the apartment. Pcing in- 
formed that the unfortunate object of 
hia visit had just gone up etairs to 
write a letter, lie hid leisure to sit 
dow'ii and observe the scene before 
him. 

The room—which was a small, con¬ 
fined den—was pai'-titioned off into 
boxes, like the common room of some 
infericr eatlng-houae. The dirty floor 
had evidently been as long a stranger 
to the scnjbbing-bmsh ns to carpet or 
flnor-clotli j and (JiO CEiUng 'ivna com¬ 
pletely bUiekened by the flare of the 
oil-Lamp by which the room was 
lighted at night* The gray ashes on 
tile edges of Uie tables, and ^le cigar 
ends whicli were plentifully scattered 
about the dusty grate, fully accounted 
for the intolerable stucII of tobacco 
which pervaded the place ; and tJie 
empty glBases nnd hnlf-saturAted aliccs 
of lemou on the tables, together with 
the porter pots beneatli them, bore 
teatimoTiy to the frequent libations in 
which the individualfi who honoured 
NITp Solomon Jacobe by a temporary 
residence in his house indulged^ Over 
the mantel-dhelf was a paltry Looking- 
glaea, extending about half the width of 
&ie chimney-piece; but by 'way of coun¬ 


terpoise, the ashes were confined by a 
ruety fender about twice as long as 
the heartli. 

From this cheerful room itself, the 
attention of Mr* Gabriel Parsona was 
nattirully directed to its iumateB. In 
one of the boxes two men were play¬ 
ing at cribbago with ft very dirty pack 
of cards, some with blue, Dome witii 
green, and some with red backs— 
selections from decayed packs. The 
cribbage bou^d had been long ago 
farmed on the table by ingenious 
visitor 'with the assistance of a pocke^ 
knife and a two-pronged fork, with 
which the necessary number of holes 
had been made in tlio table at proper 
distances for the reception of the 
wooden pegs. In another box a stout, 
hearty ■looking man, of about fort}', 
was eating some dinner wliicU Ins 
wife—an equally coiufurtable-looking 
personage—bad brought Jiim in a 
basket; and in a third, a gentecl- 
htoking young man was talking 
eaniesdy, and in a low tone to a young 
female, whuse face was concealed by a 
thick veil, but whom Jilr. Gabriel 
Pai'sons immediately liet down in his 
own niitid as the debtor^s wife, A 
young fellow of vulgnjr manners, 
dressed in tlie very extreme of the 
prevailing fasliioni. w'ae pacing up and 
down the room, with a lighted cigar in 
his mouth aud his bauds in hia pockets, 
ever and atlod puffing forth volumes of 
i smo];e, and occasionally applying, wdth 
' much apparent relish, to a pint pot, 
the contents of winch were chiihnj;^' 
on the hob* 

**Fourpei>oe moi^e, by gum !” ex¬ 
claimed one of tbo cribbage'pluyersp 
lighting a pipe, and nddreasing his 
adversary at the close of the game ] 
®one 'od think yOu*d got luck in 3 
pepper-cruet, and shook it out when 
you wanted iU'" 

that a^nU a bad un/* re¬ 
plied the other, who was a lionse- 
dealer from IsLlngtou, 

" No ; 1 'm blessed if it is/* inter- 
pceed the jolly-looking fellow, who, 
having finished his dinner, was drink¬ 
ing out of the same glass as his wite^ 
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ill truly conjugal harmnny, hot, 
gin-uid-water. Tha faithful partner 
of his cArea had bmught a plentiful 
supply of the aDti-teuiparance fluid in | 
a large Hat etoile bottle, whiuh Looked 
like a h&lf'gallon jar that had been 
succesafuLly tapped for the dropsy^ 

** You're a rum diap,you arc^ Mr*, 
Walker—will you dip ;jT>ur beak into 
this, sir 1 ” 

“ Tliank^ee, sir," replied Mr.Walker,' 
loaviiig Ills boK, and advancing to the 
Other to accept the proHcred ^la^ 
‘'Here your health, air, and your 
good ^ooman’^a here. Gentlemen all— 
yours, and bettor luck still. Weil, 
Mr* Willia,*^ continued the facetious 
pi-iaoucT, a<ldrceblng the young man 
with the cigar, *you seem rather 
down to-day—floored, as one may say. 
What's tile matter, sir f Never say 
die, you know*” 

“ Uli I I in all right/' replied the 
emokcr. ‘'I shall be bailed out to- 
morrow.’^^ 

“ ijhall you, though !” inquired the 
other. Damnie, 1 wiah 1 could say 
the same. I am as regularly over 
head and enra as the Royal George,! 
and stand about as tnuuli chance 
being fmihd and. Ha ! Im ! iin ! ” 

“ Why,” said tlie young man, stop¬ 
ping short. And epoaknig in a vury loud 
key, “look at me. What d'ye'think 
1 >e stopped here two days for \ ” 

“ ’Cause you eouliln't get out, I sup¬ 
pose," mterrupted Jlr* Walker, win !e- 
ing to the company. “ Not that you 're 
exactly obliged to stop here, only you 
can't help it* No eonipulsioa, ytm 
know^ only you must—eh ?" 

“ A^n't he a imm un i " inquired the 
delighted individual, who hid offered 
the gin-and-wa'cer, of his wife. 

“ Uhl he just 19 1 ” replied tho lady,' 
who was quite overcomo by these j 
flashes of iniuginatinn* I 

“ W}iy, my csss/' frowned the tic- ; 
tim, throwing the .end of his cigar into 
the Hre, and illustrating his argument 
by knocking the bottom of the pot on 
the table, at intervals,—“ my case is a 
very singular one. My father *h a man 
of large property^ and I am lua fiou*” 


"That's a very strange circum¬ 
stance I ” interrupted the jocose Mr* 
Walker, enpixisant^ 

“ — lam lib son, and have received 
a liberal education. I don’t owe ao 
man notlung—^uot the value of a 
fartbiug, but 1 was induced,you see, to 
put my uome to some bills for a friend 
—bills to a luge amount, I may euy a 
very lHii^e amount, for which 1 didn't 
receive uoconsideration* What b ilie 
consequence 1 

“ WJiy, 1 suppose fJie bills went out, 
and you came in. The acceptances 
weren't taken up, and you were,eh I '* 
inquired Walker* 

“ To be sure/* replied the liberally 
educated young gentleman. “To be 
sure ; and so hero 1 am, locked up for 
a mntter of twelve humired pound."' 

" Why don't you ask your old 
governor ta stiitiip up!" inquired 
Walker, with a somewbat sceptical air* 
“ Ob 1 bless yoUj he'd never do it,” 
replied tlie other, iu a tone of OKpostu- 
latiou—“ Never i ” 

“ Well, it is very odd to—be^— 
sure,'' interposed the owner of the flat 
boEtle, mixing another glass, “ but I 'vt 
been ill difliciiltiee, as one may say, 
now for tliirty year, I went to pieces 
w'hen f WAS in a milk-walk, thirty 
year ago ; arterwards, when I w^as a 
fruiterer, and kept a spring wan ; and 
arter tliat again in tho coal and 'tatur 
line—but all that time 1 never see a 
youngish chap come into a piaca of thia 
kind, who wasn't going out again 
directly, and who hadn’t been arrested 
on bids which lie'd given a friend and 
for wliicii he'd received notiiiiig what- 
eomever—not a fraction.’* 

“ Oh I it's alwajB the cry,” said 
Walker* “X can't see the use on it ; 
that's what makes me so wild. Why, 
I sliquld have a mucti better opinion of 
au individual, if ho'd say at once lu an 
honourable and gentlemanly mAuner 
as he'd done everybody "he possible 
could* 

“Ay, to be sure,” interposed the 
horse-dealer, with whoM notions of 
bargain and sale the axiom perfectly 
coincided, “so should L" 
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The young gentlfiniaTi, who hatl 
given ri^e txt theso obi^ervadons^ was 
os the poitit of gifering a rather angry 
reply to tliese sneersj but the Having of 
tlie young man before noticeti^ and of 
the female who liad been sitting by 
him, to leav* the room, mterrupted the 
cunvcrBaLioii. She iiad been weeping 
bitteflyi and the uo&ioue atinotiphoro of 
the room oeting upon her excited feel¬ 
ings and delicate fi^me, rendered tlie 
tiuppoirt of hur companion neco$ 3 ary ' 
03 diey quitted it together. 

There was an air of superiority about 
them botli, oad cqniethlug in ilieir ap¬ 
pearance so unusual in such a pUce, 
that a respectful silence was observed 
until the —]■—Limy <if the spring 

d[]or announced that they were out of 
hearing. It was broken by the wife of 
the t’\-fniitcrcr. 

Poor ereetur ! ** said she, quench¬ 
ing a sigh in a rivulet of gin-and- 
water. Sbe^d very young.” 

She *s a nicc-loohing ^ooman too/’ 
added the horse-dealer. 

“ WliiLt he in for, I key ! ” iiiqiured 
Walker, of mi iudividiiuL who wa3 
spreading a cloth witli numerous 
blotches of luliatard ujklii It, on One of 
the hkblcfl, and whom Mr. Gabriel 
Parsons had no difficulty in recognising 

as tlte niaa who had called upuu Inin 
in the morning. 

ft Vy/’ree]>yiided the factotum, it *s 
one of the nqamicat rigs you ever j 
heal'd on, He conic in hcrcla^t Veils-' 
day, which by the hy be’s a going over 
the water to niglit^-hows’evcr that’s 
neither here nor there. You see I’ve 
been a g<nng back’anla aii<f forwards 
about his business, and ha* managed to 
]iick up some of Ins story from (lie eev- 
vaiits and them ; and fur as I can 
make it out, it seonis to be sumiiukt to 

tins licie eHeot- 

it riiort, old fellowj" inter¬ 
rupted Walker, who knew from former 
eiporlence timt he of the top-bouts was 
neither very concise nor intelligible iji 
liis narratives. 

“ Let me alone,’* replied IheJ, “^aud 
I 'll ha' vonnd up, and made my lucky 
in five ^oude. This here young 


gen'lm’n's father so I told, mind ye 
—and the father o’ tlie yruing vuman, 
have always been on very bad, out-and- 
out, rig’lar kuock-iriENdown sort o^ 
terms j but somehow or another, when 
he wa3 a wbithi’ at some gentlefolk’s 
house, as he kuowed at college, he 
come into contract with the young lady, 
lie Seed her sevei’al tiuiee, and then he 
up and said he’d keep company with 
her, if so be as she ros agreeable. 
V'oli, she VOS as sweet upon him as he 
VOS upon her, and so 1 s’posc they 
made it all right; fgr they got mar¬ 
ried 'bout BT-x months arterwards, un¬ 
beknown, mind yc, to the two fatliera— 
leastways so I 'ra told. When they 
beard on it — my eyes, there was sucli 
a combustion I StJU'vntion voe the very 
least that ros to be done to ’em. The 
young gcn’im’n’s father cut him off 
vitli a bob,’cos he'd cut liiuisclf off 
vitli a wife ; and Uic young lady’s 
father he behaved even worser and 
more unnatVai, for he not only blow'd 
her up dreadful,and swore he’d never 

sea her agiiin, but he employed a chap 
aa I knows—and as you know's, Mr* 
V'aEker, a precious fii;:iit too well—to go 
about and buy up lUo bills and them 
things on which the young husband, 
til in king his governor *ud come round 
agio, had raised tho viud just to blow 
himself on vith for a time; besides 
vicli, he made all the iiitere3t he conhl 
to set other ]>eople agiu him. Coiiae- 
quence vos, that he paid as long as he 
could ; hut tilings he never expected 
to have to meet till lic’d had time to 
turn himselt round, come fast upon 
him, and he vgs nabbed. He vos 
brought here, as I said nfoi'e, Inat 
Vensday, anti I lliink there’s about—* 
ail, half-a^dozen detainers agin him 
down stairs tiow. 1 have been/’ added 
1 key, ” in the jiurfesuion these fifteen 
year, and I never met vith such win- 
dictivencs3 afore 1’^ 

"Poor creetura!’^ exclaimed the 
eoftl-deaier’s wits once more t afjaiii 
resorting to the sAme ex cel tent pre¬ 
scription for nipping a sigh m the bud : 
“Ah! when they’ve st-en as much 
trouble as I and niy old man her« 
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have, they 'll he afl comfortable under 
it wc Are.** 

The young lady ’a a pretty crea¬ 
ture,** said Walker, ** only she "a a Ikde 
too delicate for my ta^te—there ain’t 
enough of her. As to the young cove^ 
he may be very reepectahle ajjJ what 
rot, but he ’9 too down in the mouth 
Jor me—he ain't game.'* 

** Game ! ” exebumeU Ikey, who had 
been altering the position of a green- 
handled knlihand fork at least a dozen 
tiuiefi, in order that ho might reiuain 
in the room under the pretext of 
liaring something to do. He 'b game 
enough ven t]icTe*s anything to be 
hence about ; but who could be game 
as 3 'gu [!a]l it, Mr. Walker, with a pale 
young erectur like that, hanging about 
liim 1—It *9 enough to drive any man’s 
heart into his boots to see 'cm togetiicr! 
—and no mistake at all about it. I 
never bliaJl forget her first cornin’ 
liere ; lie wrote to her on the Thurfi- 
daj" to come—I know he did, 'cos I j 
took the letter. Uncommon fidgety lie ! 
W as oil (lay to be sure, and in the e ven^ i 
tug he goes down into tlie olfice, aud 
he says to Jacobs, snys he, * Sir, can 1 ' 
have the loan of a private room for a 
few minutes this evening, without in¬ 
curring any additional expense—just [ 
to jisc my wife in }' says ho. Jacobs | 
looked aa mucli aa to say—^Strike nie 
bountiful if j'^ou ain’t one of the modest 
sort! ' i>ut as the geii*lm*n who lind 
been in the back parlour had just gone 
out, and had paid fur it for that day, j 
lie Bays—weny grave—* Sir,' says he, | 

* it's agin our rules to let private tooiiih , 
to our lodgers on gratis terms, but,* i 
Rays he,* a gentloniaii, I don't mind S 
breaking through them for once.' So 
then he tiiru^ round to me, and eaya, 

* Ikoy, put two mould eaudlea in the 
back prlour, and charge 'cm to tliJs 
geu’lm’ji's account,’ viidi I did. Veil, 
by-and-by a hackney-ecach comes up 
to the door, and Jdicre, sure enough, 
M'aa tile young lady, wrapped up in a 
hopera-cloak, as it might be, and all 
alone. I opened ilm gate that night, so 
I went up when the coach conic, aqd 
he VOS a woitJU* at tlie parlour-door— 


and wasn’t he a Iremblling, neither 1 
The poor creetur see hitn, imd could 
hardly walk to meet him.* Oh, Ifarry T 
she Bayo, * tliat it should have cume to 
this; and all for my sake,' saye she, 
putting her hand upon hia shoulder. 
So h« puts hia ami round her pretty 
little waist, and leading her gently a 
little way into ilie room, so that he 
might be able to shut the door, he says, 
so kind and aoft-like—* Why, Kate,* 
says he-” 

“ Here *a the gentleman you want,** 
said I key, abruptly breaking otf in his 
story, and introducing Air. Gabriel 
Parsons to the crest-rallen Watkins 
Tottle, wlio at that moment entered 
tlie room. Watkins advanced with a 
wooden expression of passive endur^ 
Slice, and accepted the hand which 
Air. Gabriel Parsons held out. 

1 want to speak to you," said Ga¬ 
briel, wiih a look strongly expressive 
of his dislike of the company. 

This way,* replied the imprisoned 
one, leading the way to tlie front 
drawing-room, where rich debtors did 
the luxurious at tlie rate of a couple of 
guineas a day- 

Well, here I am/* said Watkins, 
as he sat down on the «ofa; and 
placing the palms of his Imuds on his 
knees, anxiously glanced at his friend; s 
countenance. 

** Yes; and here you 're likely to 
bo,’* said Oaljiricl, conlly, as he rattled 
the Rigiicy ill his miiiicjitioiiable 
pockets, and looked out of the window. 

“ WJiat's the amount with tlio 
costs V* ,^iiquired Fai'sojis, alter an 
awkward pause. 

3 j . Iddr 

** Have you any mcmey ? '* 

Nine and sixf^eiice linlfpeimy/' 

Air. Gabriel Parsons walked up and 
down tlio room for a few seconds, 
before he could make up his mind to 
disclose the plan he had formed ; he 
Vi as Bi^ustombii to drive hard bargains, 
but was always most anxious to con¬ 
ceal his avarice. At length he stopped 
short,Ijid said,'—^'^Tottle,you owe me 
fifty pounds.** 

<ado.'* 
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** Aod from all I itee^ I infer tJiat 
you fire likely to owe it to me/^ 

I fear I am.” 

“ Though you have every dispc^sition 
to pay mo if you could 1'' 

Certainly.^* 

“ Tiien," said Mr* Gabriel Farfanus, 
listen ; here 'a my proposition. You 
know my way of old. Accept it—yes 
or no—1 will or I won't* I’ll pay the 
debt and costs, and I HI lend you 1 Of. 
moiTG (whichj added tu your annuity^ 
will enable you to carry on the war 
well) if you HI givie me your note of 
hand to ^vay me one hundred and fifty 
pounds with in aix montl)$ after you are 
married to Miss Lillorton.'* 

My dear- 

Stop a minute—on one condition ; 
nnd that is, that you propf>se to Miss 
Lillcrtcin at once” 

“ At once ! My dear Pfirsons, coD' 
aider.’* 

for you to coTtsider, not me* 
She knowa you w^cll fi^om reputation, 
though she did not know you personally 
until lately. NcKtwithstaiiding all her 
tnaiden niodosty, I think she’d be 
devilish glad to pet married out of 
hand, witli as little {lelay os possible. 
My wife has sounded her on the sub¬ 
ject, and she lias confessed,” 

" What—what I” eaperiy interrupted 
the tiuatuourc^l Walk ms. 

“ Why,** replied Parsons, “ to say 
exactly what she has coofessed, would 
be rather difficult, because they only 
spoke in hiiitH^and so fortli j but my 
wife, who is no bad judge in theie 
cases, declared to me tliat what slie 
had confessed was as good^astoeay 
that hIid woa not insensible of your 
merits—in fact, that no other man 
should have her.'* 

Mr* WatkiiiB Tottle rose hastily 
from his aeat, and rang the bell. 

What *a that for I ** inquired Par¬ 
sons. 

^ I w'ant to pend the man for the 
bill stamp,'* replied Mr* Watkins Tottle* 
Then you ’ vc made up your mind I '* 
“1 have,**—and they shoede hands 
most cordially. The note of hand was 
given—the debt and co&ta were paid^ 


I key was satisfied for his trouble, and 
the two friends soon found themselves 
on that side of Mr. Solomon Jacobs^a 
establishment, on which most of his 
visitors were very happy when they 
found themselves once again-^to wit, 
the oa/side, 

said Mr* Gabriel Parsons, 
as tljcy drove to Norwood together— 
** you BhuU have an opportunity to 
make the diaelosure to-DightjAud mind 
you spMsak out, Tottle**’' 

“I will—I will r* replied Watkins, 
valorousi}'. 

“ How I should like to see you to- 
getlier,** ejaculated Mr, Gabriel Par- 
flons.^—“ What fun! *'—and be laughed 
so Icmg and so loudly* that ho discon¬ 
certed filr. Watkins Tottle, and 
frightened the horse* 

** There *s Fanny and your intended 
walking about on the Iaw-u," said Ga¬ 
briel, as they approached the house— 
** Mind your cyo, Tottlo.** 

Never fear,** replied Watkins, 
resolutely, as he made his w'uy to the 
spot wlici'o the ladies were walking. 

** Here's Mr. Tottle, my dear,*' aaid 
Mrs. Parsons, addressing Miss Lillor^ 
ton* The lady turned quickly round, 
aud acknowledged his courteous salute 
with the same sort of confusion tliat 
Watkins had noticed on their first in¬ 
terview, but with flomcthing like a 
slight expression of disappointment or 
oardciiSncss. 

“ Did you aec how glad ahe was to 
see you whispered Parous to Jiis 
fHeud* 

“ Why I really tboaght she looked 
as if she would rather have seeo eome- 
body else," replied Tottle. 

“ Pooh, noneenfle I whispered Par¬ 
sons again—it*s always tlie way witli 
the women, young or old. They never 
show how delighted they are to see 
tliose whos£ presence makes their 
hearts beat* Tt*9 tlio way witli the 
w'bole aexj and ua man should have 
j lived to your time of life without 
knowing if, Fanny confes^^e£i it to me* 
j when we were first married, over and 
I over agaiu—see what it ia to have a 
: wife,^^ 
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Certainly," whispered Tottle, whose 

ooura^ w&s '^anishiTig fafit. 

** Well, now, you'd better begin to 
pave tile way," said Parsons, who, 
liaving inveiited some money in the 
speoutatioUj assumed tlie office of 
director. 

Yes, yes, I will—presently,” re¬ 
plied Tottle, greatly Hurried. 

**Say something to her, man,** 
urged Parsons again. “ Coiifutliid it! 
pay her a coinpliJiient, can’t you I ’* 

“ No ! not till after dinner," replted 
the bashful Tottle, auxious to postj[H>ue 
tlieevil tuumetiU 

“ Well, gentlemen,” said Mrs. Par¬ 
sons, ‘^you are really very pohte; you 
stay away tlio whole morning, after 
promising to take us out, and when 
you do come liume, you stand whisper¬ 
ing togetlicr and cake no notice of 
us.” 

** Wo were talking of the fttisiflffjj,my 
dear, which detained ua this morning,'' 
replied P&rauus, looking significantly 
at Tottle. 

“Dear mel how very quickly tlie 
morning has gone,” said Miss Lillcr- 
Ton, referring to the gold watch, which 
was wound up on state oceaeioub, 
whether it requii^ed it or not, 

** / think it has passed very slowly,” 
mJIdiy suggested Tuttle. 

(“That'a right—bravo J”) whia^ 
pered Parsons.” 

“ Indeed ! ” said Miss LilJerton, wltli 
an air of roajeetic surprise, 

^ I can only impute it to my una^ 
voidable absence from your society, 
madam,” said 'Watkins, “ and that of 
Mrs. Parsons.” 

During tide short dialogue, tlie 
ladies bad beeu leading tlie way to tlie 
bouse. 

“ What the deuce did you stick 
Fanny into that last compliment fori” 
inquired Parsuus, as they followed to- 
getJier t ^1^ quite spoilt the effect” 

Oh I it realLy would have been too 
broad without^” ' repbed Watkins 
Tuttle, “ much too broad !” 

“ He *s mad 1 ” Farsona whispered 
hia wife, as they entered the drawing¬ 
room, “ mad from modesty.” 


“ Dear me !” ejaculated tlie lady, “ I 
never heard of such a tiling.” 

“ You ^11 find we have quite a family 
dinner, Mr. Tottle,” said Mrs. Par¬ 
sons, when they sat down to table; 
“ Mias Lillerton one of us, and, of 
couree, we make no stranger of you,” 

Mr. Watkins Tottle expressed a 
bo]>c that the Fareunn faiiidy never 
would toake a stranger of him; aud 
wished mtcnially that his ba^lifuliieiss 
would allow Jiim to feci a little less 
like a stranger himself. 

** Take off the covers, Martila,” said 
Mrs. ParsoDs, directing tlie alidting of 
tiio scenery with great anxiety. Tlie 
order w^as obeyed, and a pair of boiled 
fowls, With tongue and etcetei'as, were 
displayed at the top, and a Hllet of veul 
at tlie bottom. On duo side of the 
table two gi'eeti Biiuce^turoens, with 
ladles of the some, were suiting to 
each other in a green dit*b \ and on 
the other was a curried rabbit, in a 
brown suit, turned up with lenrurti. 

“ Miiis Li Her ton, my dear,” said 
Mrs. Parsons, “shall 1 asaist yuu?*^ 

“Thajik you, no j 1 tluuU ITl 
brouble Mr. Tottk.** 

** Watk i na stiu'ted — trembled — 
helped tlie rabbit—and broke fi 
tumbler. The couritemmce of the 
lady of the bouaUj whk-li hud been aIL 
smiles previously, underwent an awful 
change. 

“ Extremely soiTy,” stammered 
Waikius, Assisting lumssll lu cnirle 
and parsley and butter, iu tJiu extre¬ 
mity of his coiifiisloii. 

“Not tlie least coiisequejtec,** re-^ 
plied Mrt. Par^n^i, in a tuTie winch 
implied that it was tlie groaleat 
cotiHcqueuce possible,—^dircotljig aside 
tlie rciveaFchcs of the boy, who was 
groping under the table for tho bits of 
broken glass. 

“1 presume,” said Miss Li Her ton, 
“ that Mr. Tottle is aware of the 
mterest which bachelors usually pay in 
such Cases \ & dozen glasses fur one is 
Hie lowest penalty. 

Mr. Gabriel Parsons gave lii& friend 
an adiuunitury tread on the toe. Hero 
was a clear hint that the sooner he 
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ceased to be n bachelor and emancU 
pa ted fromi £ticb peimltieA, tlie 

better^ Mr. Watkins Tottle viti>ved 
the observation in the same light, and 
cUatleDged Mra. Panions b> take wine, 
with a degree of presence of mind, 
whichj under aU the cL'cumatanceSj 
was really exti'aorditiflrv. 

M j 8B LiUer ton,” said G abrie) “ may 
1 have the pleiisui'e \" 

“ I ehull be most happy,” 

** TottLo, will you assist Misa LiUer- 
toti, and paaa the decanter, Tliank 
you,” ('rjie usual pantomimic cere- 
inoEy of nodding and eipping gone 
tllrough)— 

“Toule^ were you ever in Suffolk ?” 
inquired tJieiiiaHter of the ]ioue<.Cj vrlio 
was burning to tell one of his seven 
stock stories, 

“ No,” reepouded Watkina, adding, 
by way of a saving clause, “ but 1 Ve 
been in Devonshire,” 

** Ah 1 replied Gabriel, " it wat in 
Suffolk tliat a rather singular circura- 
stance happened to me, many year^ 
Ago. Did you cvef iiappen to iieor me 
lucntiou itr^ 

Watkins Totde had happened 
to hear hia friend mentioii it some four 
hundred Of cotirse he expre^ed 

gi-eat curiosity^ and evinced the utmost 
impatience to hear the etory again, 
Mr. Gabriel Pardons fordiwith A'U 
tempted to proceed, in spite of the 
interruptiona to which, oa niir readers 
must frequently liave observed, the 
master of the huiisc is often exposed 
in such cases. We will attempt to 
give them an idea of our meaning. 

** When 1 was in Suffolk/^ said Mr. 
Gabriel ParBona— 

^ Take off ttie fowls first, Martha," 
said Mrs. Parsons, “ 1 beg your par¬ 
don, my dear.” 

“ When I was in Suffolk,” resumed 
Mr. Parsons, with an impatient glance 
at Ida wife, who pretended not to 
observe it, ” wbicli is now some years 
ago, buuiiess led me te the town of 
' Bury St. Edmund^a, 1 had to step at 
the principal places in my #ay, and 
tlierefore, for tlie sake of convenience, 
I travell^ in a gig, 1 left Sudbury 


one dark night—i( was winter 
about nine unlock ; the rain poui^edin 
toircnte, the wind liowled among the 
trees that akii-ted the road-side* and I 
was obliged, to proceed at a foot pace* 
for 1 could hardly see my hand before 

me, it was so dart-” 

“John,'" interrupted Mrs. Persons, 
in a low, hollow voice, ” don't spill that 
gravy.” 

“ Fanny,” said Parsons impatiently, 
I wish yoQ *d defer these domestic 
reproof* to s^mie more BuitAblc time. 
Keally, my dear, tl^e^.e constant inter¬ 
rupt ioua are very aniioying,” 

•^My dear, I d icin't iuteri-upt you,” 
said Mrs. Pai-sons. 

** But, my dear, yOu did interrupt 
me,” remonstrated \J i\ Paraoiis. 

“ How very absurd you are, my 
love j 1 must give directions to the 
Bervants ; 1 am quite burc that if 1 sat 
hero and allowed John to spill the 
gravy over the now carpet, you M be 
tJic first to find fault when you saw 
Ite stain K^^morrow morning.” 

^ Well,” contitiued Gabriel, with a 
resigned air, as if he knew tliere wae 
no getting over tim point about the 
carpet, 1 was just n.iyiiig, it was so 
dark that I could hai'dly see my hand 
before me. Tile road was very iDaely* 
aod I aosuro you, Tattle (this was a 
device to arrest the waudering atten¬ 
tion of that individual, which was 
distracted by a confidential communi¬ 
cation between Mrs, Parsoua and 
Moriha, accompiuiied by tlie delivery 
of a large bunch of keys), 1 asEure 
yon, Tuttle* 1 became eotnehow im¬ 
pressed with a senEe of the lonelinea 
of my siiuAtitJii—” 

*‘Pie to your master,” infemipted 
Mh. Parsuutfj again directing the 
servant, 

** Now, pray, my dear,” remonstrated 
Parsons once more, very pettishly. 
Mrs. P. turned up her lionds and eye¬ 
brows, and appealed in dumb show to 
Miss Lill ertor. A BI turned a comer 
nf the road," resumed Gabriel, " tiie 
Liotbo atupped abort, and I'eated tre¬ 
mendously. I pulk-d up* jumped out, 
ran to liis head, and foiuid a man 
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lying on bis b&ok In the laiddle of | 
the road!, with his eyea fixed on. the ■ 
eky. 1 thought he waa dead ; but liQf 
he was alive, and tiieco appeared to 
be nothing the niRtter with him. He 
jumped up^ and putting liia hand to 
his chest, and fixing upon lue the 
most earnest gase you can imagine, 
e xclaimcd- 

“ Pudding liere/^ said Mrs* Parsona 

*^Oh! it^e no uae/’ exclaimed the 
host} now rendci’cd desperate. Here, 
Tottle ; a glass of wine. It^'s naelesg 
to attempt relating anything when Mrs. 
Parsoiia is present’^ 

Thb attack was received in the 
usual WAy, Mrs. Parson h talked to 
Miss Lille lion and at iter bettor half; 
expatiated Oii tlic impalieiice of men 
generally [ hinted that" her hnaband 
waft peculiarly riclous in this respect, 
aud woundup by insinuating that she 
must be one of the best tempers that 
ever existed, or she never could put up 
with it. Really what she had to endure 
sometimes, was more than any one who , 
saw her in every-diy life could by 
possibility suppose*—The story was 
now a painful subject, and tlierefore 
k3r* parsnuB declined "to enter into 
any details, and contented himself by 
stating [hat the maa was a maniac, i 
who had escaped from a neighbouring 
mad-iiouse. 

The elotli was removed j the ladies 
aeon afterwards retired, and Aliss 
Lillerton played the piano in tlie draw¬ 
ing-room overhead, very loudly, for 
the edification of the visiter* Mr. 
Watkins Tottle and Mr. Gabriel Par- 
Botis sat chatting comfortably enough, 
until the conclusion of the second 
bottle, when the latter, in proposing 
an adjournment to the drawing-room,' 
informed Watkins that he bad con- ' 
certed a plan with his wife, for leaving 
him and Mies Lillerton cdone, soon 
after tea* I 

I say," said Tottle, os they went 
up stairs, don't you think it would 
be better if we put it off till—till—to¬ 
morrow ? 

“ Don't yoK tJiink it would have been ' 
much better if i hod left you is Uiat 


wretched hole 1 found you in this 
meriting 1"" retorted Parens, bluntly. 

** Well—well—I only made a aug- 
gestion/' said poor Watkina Tottle, 
with a deep sigh* 

Tea waa soon concluded, and Miss 
Lillerton drawing a small work-table 
! on one Aide of the fire, and placing a 
little wooden frame Upon it, Same- 
tiling like a miniature clay-mill witiiout 
; the horse, was soon biiaily engaged in 
making a watch-guard withbroivu riIJc, 

“ God bless me ! ” exclaimed Par¬ 
sons, starting up widi well-feigned 
isurptisc, *'l*ve forgotten thoee coii- 
I founded letters* Tottle, 1 know you ^11 
excuse me.” 

If Tottle had been a free agent, he 
would have allowed no one to leave 
the room on any pretence, except him¬ 
self* As it was, however, he was 
obliged to look cheerful when Parsons 
quitted the apartment 
I He had scarcely left, wlien Martha 
put her head into the room, with— 

Please, ma’am, you ’re wanted.” 

Mrs. Porsousleft the room, simt tEie 
door carefully after her, aud Mr. Wat¬ 
kins Tottle was left alone with Miss 
Lillerton* 

For tlie first five minutes there was 
a dead silence*—Mr. Watkins Tottle 
waa thinking how he should begin,and 
Mias Lillerton appeared to be thinking 
of nothing. The fire was burning low^ 
Mr* Watkins Tottle stirred it, aud put 
some coals on* 

“Hem coughed Miss Lillerton ; 
Mr. Watkius Tottle thought the fair 
creature had spoken. I beg your 
pardon,” laid htv 

« Eh I ” 

1 thought you spoke*” 

^ No*” 

«Oh !” 

“ There are some books on tlie sofa, 
Mr* Tottle, if you would like to look at 
them,” said Mtss Lillerton, after the 
lapse of another five minutes: 

“ No, thank you,” returned Wat^ 
kins: and ihen ho added, with a 
courageffwbich was perfectly astoiiisli- 
ing, oven to himself, ** Madam, chat is 
Mbs LiUertou, I wish to speak to you*” 
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“ To tne ! ” eaid Misa Lillerton, 
the silk drop from her Imod!^ 
and sliding her diair back a few pacca. 
Speflfc—‘to me 1 ** 

To you, madam—and on the guh. 
jcct of die state of jour affections 
The lady hastily roee^ and would have 
left the room ; but Mr* Watkins Tottle 
gently dctaiiied her bj the hand, and 
liolding it as for from him as the joint 
length of their amis would permit, lie 
tiiuB ^rcKi^ceded i " Pray do not mia* 
understand me, or suppose tliat I am 
led to adilress you, after so short an 
aecjiiaIntaTicc, by any feeling of uiy 
own merits-^for merits 1 have none 
which could ^ve me a claim to your 
baud. 1 hope you will acquit me of 
any presumpUau when I explain that 
I have been acquainted through Mrs, 
Parsons, with the state—^that is, that 
Mrs* Parsons has told me—at least, 

not Mrs* Parsons, but-here 

Watkins began ten wander, but Miss 
Liilertou relieved him, 

^^Am 1 to undorstand, Mr. Tottle, 
that Mre.Paraona has acquainted you ; 
with my feeling—my affection—I mean 
my respect, for au iudivldual of the I 
oj^poeitc Bc.x ¥” 

She ho^ 

" Then, what I” inquired MisaLUler- 
ton, averting her face, with a girHsh 1 
air, wliat could induce you to seek j 
such an interview' as this f What chd j 
your object be? How tin T promote ■ 
your happiiioss M**' Tuttle *” 

Here waa tlio time for a flourish— 
By allowing me,’^ replied Watkins, 
falling bump un his knees, and bresk-^ i 
ing two braco-luttons and aVaistcoat- [ 
string, in the act—By allowing me to : 
be your slave, yonr servant—hi aiiort, 
by unreservedly making me tlie con¬ 
fident of your hcattS feelings—’inay 1 f 
say, for the iiromotinn of your own' 
happiness—nmy 1 srty, in order that j 
you may become the vfife of a kind i 
and affection ate husband V* 

Di si ntcrested creature I ” exclaim od 
Mias Li Merton, hiding her face in a 
white pockct'haudkcrchief witfi au eye- 
let-^holo border, 

Mr. Watkins Tutde thought that if 


the lady knew all, she mighf posahly 
alter her opinion on this last point* 
He raised the tip of her middle finger 
ceremonioualy to hb lips, and got off 
hia knees aa graoefully os he could* 
"My informatloD was correct!*’ ho 
tremulously inquired, when he was 
once more on his feet* 

waa.’* Watkins elevated his 
hands, and looked up to the ornament 
in the centre of the ceiling, which had 
been made for a inmpi by way of ex- 
preaaing his rapture, 

“Our situation, Mi**Tnttle,”rcaanied 
the lady, glancing at him through one 
of the eyelet-holes^ “ is a most peculiar 
and delicate one.** 

“It iBj” said Mr.Tottle. 

“Our acquaintance Jiaa been of so 
short duration,** said Lillerton. 

“Only a week,” assented Watkins 
Tottle. 

“ Oh ! more than tliaV exclaimed 
the lady, in a tone of surpriae* 

“Indeed J’* saidTotcle. 

“More than a month—more tlian 
two mouths !** eaid Miss Lillerton. 

“ Riitber odd, this,” thought Watkina. 

“ Ob V' he said,recollecting Parsons's 
asaurance that she liad known him from 
report, “ I understand. But, ray dear 
Risdoju, pray consider. The longer 
this acquaintance has existed, the less 
reason is there for delay now* Why 
not at once fix a period for grati¬ 
fying tlte hopes of your devoted ad¬ 
mirer?’^ 

“It has been represented to me 
again and again tliat this is the courao 
1 ought to pursue,** replied Bklisa Liller'> 
tan, but pardon niy feelings of deli¬ 
cacy, Mr. Tottle —pray excuse this 
embarra&srdent—t have peculiar ideas 
on such suujects, and 1 am quite sure 
that I never could summon up forti-> 
tude enough to name tlie day to my 
future husband.'* 

"Then allf'W me to name it,'* said 
Tottle eagerly. 

“ 1 should like to fix it my self,” 
replied Miss LiHcrton, bashfully, “ but 
1 cauuot do so without at onoe resort-^ 
ing to a third party.** 

“ A third party !** tliouglit Watkins 



384 


SKETCHES BY BOZ 


Tottid \ ** whQ the deuce is tli&t to be^ 
I wonder I" 

Mr, Tottloj^” conttnued Miw Liiler- 
ton, ** you have laeuie me a moyt <lis^ 
interested &nd kind offer—that otfoi: 1 
accept Will vou at once btthu bearer 
ol a note from me to—to Mr.Tiiissuu 1" 
Mr. Timsoo V* said Watkioe. 


After what has passed Iietwcqn iia,’" | 
reepftnded Miss Liflrrtoii, sdll nvtTiing j 
her head, “ you must under?tarid whom j 
I mean; MivTiiuiiuiijlhfl^tlie—clergy* , 
man," ' 

"Mr. Tini^on, the clergyman!" 


ejaculated Watkins Tottlc, in aiftnte 
inexpr^sLble beatitude^ and poaitiir'e 
W'LiJider at His ow'n aocoess. Angel! 

Certainly—thie moitieilti ! 

I 'll prepare it ImnieJiately " said 


J 

I 

i 

i: 


Miss Lillertonj making for tile door; i 
** the events of this day have flurried i 


me so niueh^ Mr» Tottlcj that 1 shall i 


not leave my romn again this evening; 1 \ 


will send you the note hv the servant." ^ 

“ Stay—atayj” cried Watkins Tottle,: 
still keeping a most respectful distance; 
from tlie lady ; “ wiien shall we meet, 
again 1 

“ Oh I Mr, Tottle*” replied Mifs 
Lillertniii coijuettihhly, when wc are 
married JI t-ftn never see you tiHj often j 
ner thi^nk you too much ami abc left 
the room- 


Mr» Watkins Tottle flung himself 
into an annuel]air^ and indulged in the 
mo^t delicious reveriea of future bliss, 
lo W'hicli tile idea of Five hundred 
pounds per anumtl, with an uncon- 
ti'oiled power of disposing of It by her 
laat will and testanieiit,^^ was soincliow 
or other the foremost- He hod gone 
through the interview so well, and it 
had terminated to admirably, tliat lie 
almost began to wish he had expressly 
Mipulated for the ^ttlement of the 
annual five hundred on himyelf, 

** May I come in I" said Mr. Gabriel 
Parsons, peeping in at the door, 

“ You may,” replied Watkino- 
Well, have you done U ?” anxiously 
inquired Gabrieh 

“Have I done it I*’ said Watkins 
Tattle, " Hush —^ I "m going to the 


clergyman*” 


“N'ot'* said Parsons* ^HIoiv well 
you have tnautiged it!” 

“ Whero does Timaou live ?" in- 
quired Watkins. 

“At his uncleV^ replied Cnbriel, 

“ just round tlie lane* Ho *s waiting for 
a living, and Iiaa been ossisting bis undo 
lierc for the last two or three months. 
But how well you have done it—I didn^t 
think you could have eartned it off sol" 

Mr. Watkins Tuttle was proceed!H;; 
to demonstrate that tho llicliardaoniaji 
principle was the best on winch love 
could possibly be made, when lie was 
iiiteriupted by the en franco of ^iartha, 
with a little pink iiuie folded like a 
fancy cocked-liat- 

Mifls Liikrtoti's compliments,” eaid 
Man]ia,as she ddivered it into Tottle^s 
hands, and vauibiied. 

“ Do you observe the delicacy?" 
said To tile, appealing to Mr. Gabriel 
Parsons* “ nut ?otf, by 

the serraut, ch ? ” 

Jlr. Gabriel Parsons didtil exactly 
know what reply to so he jiokcrl 

the foroflngor of liia right iiand be¬ 
tween tlic iliird and fourth ribs uf Mr. 
Watkins Tottle* 

“Come," said Walkius, when the 
explosion of mirth, ctjnf!iei|iieiit on thiji 
pi’iieticyLl joit, had substdeil^ “ we ’ll be 
off at uiiw—let*s lose no time." 

“ Capital echoed Gabi'ie] Pars^ons; 
and in five minutes they wvitc at the 
g^irdcu'gatcof the villa tenanted by the 
uiiele ol -Mr* Tiiiivjii. 

“ Is Mr. Charles; Timson at lioiue ?" 
inquired Mr* Watkins .Tottle of Mr, 
CJiiii'lce Tiinson’a uncle's man- 

“ Mr- (Hilaries is at home '* replied 
the iriiin, slammer mg ; but he desired 
me to say be couldn’t be intcrruplodj 
air, by any of flic parishioners.” 

*' / atn iiqt a jmTsliionGr," replied 
Watkins. 

la Mr. Cliarlca writing a semion, 
Tom?” inquired Pai’sons, tliriisflug 
himsolf forw'ard. 

“No, Mr, ParsonB, sir j he^a not 
exactly wniing a aermun, but lie h ' 
practisii^ the v1{>lnnrella in hia own 
bedroom, and gave strict orders I'ot to 
be disturbed*” 
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"Say 1 "m here/’ replied Gabriel, 

the w&y acrosn the garden j 
“ Mr. Parsons and Mr* Tottle^ on 
private and panicular business.’’ 

They wure shown iTito tho parlour, 
and tlie servant departed to deliver 
his message. The di^tatU groaning of 
the vioinncello ceased ■ foofeteps wore 
heard on tho atairg - and Mr* Timaon 
presented himself^ ancl el look hands 
1 /^ith Parsons with the utmost cordiality* 
How do yoQ do, aii'l "* said Wat¬ 
kins Tottle, witlt great solemnity. 

“How do ym do, sirl^’ replied 
TimsDii, with 03 tmich coldne.ss as if it 
were a matter of perfect indifference 
to him liow he did^ a^ it verj^ likely was. 

"I beg to deliver this note to you/* 
said Wiithiiis TottlCj produciJig the 
cocked-hat 

From MisR Lillei'ton I *’ said Tim- 
son, am I deu ly chai igi ng colour* " Pray 
sit down/’ 

Mr* Watkins Tottle sat down ; and 
while Tiinaoii pertiscd the note, fixed 
l]is eyes on an oyster-sauce-eoloured 
porti'ait <>f the Arelihighop of Canter* 
bury, which hung over the ftreplaco* 

Mr. I'lniHon rose from hia seat when 
he had concluded the note, And looked 
dubiously at PprsoiiB—** May t aik/’ 
he inquired^ appealing to Wat kina 
Tottle, ** whether t>iir fnend here is ac- 
quuuite^l ^vitli tho object of your visit I*’ 

" Oup friend is in fliy eoiifidonoc,” 
replied Watkins, with consideral^ 
imporinncc. 

"Then, sir,” said Trmson, seizing 
both Tottle’a liaiidg, '‘allow me in hia 
jirescnce to tliaiik you mostunfcignedly 
and cordially, for the uobJe pai t you 
have aoteil in this affair.” 

‘‘ He thinks I recommended him/* 
tliougbt Tottle* “Conlouiid tlicse fel¬ 
lows] they never think of anytliing 
but their fees.’' 

“ I deeply regret having tnifounder- 
stood your intentions, my dear air/* 
eon tinned Timsou. " Disinterested 
and manly, indeed [ There are very 
few men who would have acted as you 
have done/* 

Mr* Watkins Tottle could not help 
thinking that this last remark waa any* 


thing but complimentary. He there¬ 
fore inquired, rather hastily, " When 
ia it to be T" 

" On Thursday,** replied Tiimum,— 
«on Thursday morning at half-past 
elghL** 

" Uncommonly early/* observed 
Watkins Tottle, with an air of tri- 
umphant self-denial, “i aliall hajrdly 
be able to get down here by that 
hour/* (This was Intended for a joke.) 

" Never nniul, niy dear fellow/’ 
replied Timsoii, all suavity, shaking 
hatida with TotUe again most heartily, 
" so long as wc see you to breakfast, 
you know™** 

" Eh I " said Parsons, with oue of 
the niost extranrdin ury of 

countenance that evor appeared in a 
human face. 

“ W*hat 1 '* ejaculated Watkina Tot- 
tlc, at the same momenta 

«I say that so Jong as we see you 
to breakfast,** repeat^ Timson, “ we 
will excuse your being absent from tlic 
ceremony, though of course your pro- 
aenco at it would give us tlic utmust 
plea sure/’ 

Mr. Watkins Tottle staggered agaluht 
the wall, and fixed his eyes ouTiiriBon 
witli appalling perseverance. 

" Timsoii/’ aaid Par sons, hurriedly 
brushing his hat with his left arm, 
" wJieu you say * U6,* whom do you 
mean \ ** 

Mr. Tim';on looked foolish in his 
turn, when lie replied, “ Why—Mrs. 
Timsou tliat will be this day week : 

; ilidg Lillcrton that is—” 

" Now doii*t stare at that idiot in 
the comer/* angrily exclaimed Parsons, 
aa the extraordinary oouvulgiouB of 
AValkins Tottle's countenance excited 
the wondering gaze of Tim son,—but 
have the goodness to tell me in three 
words the contents of tliat note.” 

" This note,** replied Timarai, "is 
from Miss Liderton, to whom I have 
been for the last five weeks regularly 
engaged* Her singular sci'uples and 
btrange feeling on some poiiite have 
lutherto prevented my bringing the 
engagement bt that tmnination which 
1 so anxiously desire^ She infonna 
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me here^ that she bounded Mrs. Par- 
BQiU Tvith the Tiew of mnkipg her her 
conhdfiut and go-between, that Adi's. 
Parsons informed tbia elderJy gender 
num, Mr^ TotUe^ of the circumAtAncej 
oad that he^ iu the most kind and deli¬ 
cate terms, offered to assist us in any 
Tvay, and eTen undertook to convey 
this note, which contains the promise 
1 have long eouglit in vaiu^an act of 
kindness for which 1 can never bo suf¬ 
ficiently "ratefuJ/* 

*♦ Good night, Tim son," said Par- 
eons, hurrying off, and carrying tlie 
bewildersd Tottle withtiim^ 

** WonH yon stay—and have some¬ 
thing T said Timson. 

“ Ko» tliank ye," replied Parsons j 
“ I've had quite enough and away 
]je went* followed by Watkins Tottle 
in a state of aupcfaction. 

Mr, Gabriel Paisons whistled until 
they had walked some quarter of a 
mile paat hia own gate, when he stid^' 
dcnly stopped, and said— 

You are a clever fellow, Tottle, 
ain’t you (" 

** I don’t know," said the unfortu¬ 
nate Watkiue. 

" i suppose you ’U say this is Fanny’s 
fault, won't yont*’ inquired Gabriel. 

** I don’t know anydling about it,’’ 
replied the bewildered Tottle. 

**Well," said Parsoua, ttirtiing on 
his heel to go home, *Mbe next time 
you make an offer^ you had better 
speak plainly, and don’t Throw a 
ciionce away. And tiie next time 
you^re lock^ up in aspunging-houae, 
just wait there till I come and take 
you CKit, tliere's a good fellow." I 


How, or at what hour, Mr* Watkins 
Tottle returned to Cecil-street is uu- 
known. His boots were seen outside 
hia bedroom-door next morning ; but 
w-e liavo the authonty of hie landlady 
for stating that he neither emerged 
thcrcfroin nor accepted Busteuance for 
four-aud-twenty hours. At the expi¬ 
ration of that period, and when a 
council of WOT was being held In the 
kitchen on tlie propriety of summou- 
lug the parochial beadle to break his 
door open, he rang his bell, oud de¬ 
manded a cup of milk-and-water. The 
next morning he went through the 
fonnalitieB of eating and drinking as 
usual, but a iveek afiiorwiu’ds be was 
seized witli a relapse, wLiilc perusing 
the list of mnJ'riagco in a morning 
paper, from which he never perfectly 
recovered. 

A few weeks after the last-named 
occurrence, the body of a gentleman 
unknow'n, was found in the Regent’s 
canal. In the trousers-pockets were 
four sJijlLingS and threepence half¬ 
penny ; a matrimonial advertisement 
from a lady, which np]>carcd to liave 
been cut out of a. l^undny pa}>cr ; a 
tuoGipick, and a card-catiic, which it is 
confidently believed would tiave led to 
the identification of the unforttinate 
gentlcmanp but for the circumstiuicG of 
tiiere being none but blank cards in it. 
Mr. Watkins Tottle alMOuted himself 
ijpum ills lodgiugs oliortly before^ A 
nil], which lion not been taken up, woa 
presented next inoming ; and a bill, 
which has not been taken down, was 
soon afterwardo affixed iu liis^ parlour 
Window. * 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE ELOOMSBVRT OllRI&TEMSO, 

AuUior mnf M pmnitt«d to ob^^rv^ tliat Ibia tbfiflcli wai publisbetl cfiDit i\m% ^fi^rt 
the Furce eatiLled ** The Clirl»t*Ejiiig" waa flnt leprMente^ ] 


Mr, Nlcoi>tlHL’!; Dumps, or, &£ hh &C' 
quaitit^nce calbcl huo^*' long Dumpa/' 
was a bachdor, eii feet high^ and filty 
years old ; ctobs, cadaTtrous, odd, and 
ilLnatured, ile was never luppy but 
when he was mleerable; and always 
Toiecrablc when lie hfid the best reason 
to be liappy. The only real comfort 
of his ejKLstcnce was to make every 
body about him wretched—then he 
might be truly said to enjoy life, He 
was athicted with a situation in the 
Bank worth five hundred a-year, and 
he rented a“ firat-flnor furnished,” at 
Pentonville, which he originally took 
because it commanded a dismal pro¬ 
spect of an iMljacciit churchyard. He 
was familiar with the face of every 
tombstone^ and the burial service 
soemud to excite bis strongest sym¬ 
pathy, His fnends said he was surly 
—he insisted he was nervous i they 
thought him a lucky dog, but he pro¬ 
tested that he was the most unfyrlu¬ 
nate man in the world." Cold as he 
wae, find wretched as he dedai^ him¬ 
self to be, he was not wholly uneus^ 
ceplible of attachments. He revered 
the memory <jf Hoyle, as lie was him¬ 
self au admu'able and imperturbable 
whist-player, and lie chuckled with 
delight at a freifu! and impatient ad^ 
vensiiry, He adored King Herod for 
hia massacre of the innooenla ; and if 
he hated one thing more than another, 
it was a child. However, lie could 
hardly be said to hate anything in 
particular, because he disliked every- 
"thing ID general ; but perhaps his 
greatest antipathies were cabs, old 
women, doors that would net shut, 
musical amateurs, and emuibus cods. 
He subscribed to the ** Society for the 
Suppression of Vice ” for the pleasure 
of putting a stop to any hartnkss 


amuBCEuents ; and lie contributed 
largely towards the support of two 
itinerant methodlst pai'scns, in tli& 
amiable hope iliat if dreumsUnecs 
rendered any people Jiappy in this 
world, they might perch^ee be ren¬ 
dered mii^crahle by fcare for the next. 

Mr. Dumps had a nephciv who had 
been married about a year, and who 
was somewhat of a favourite with his 
uncle, because he was on adiuirable 
subject to exercise his mi&ery-ereating 
powers upon. Mr. Qiarles KitterbeU 
was a tmaJ], sharp, apare man, with a 
very large head, and a broad, good- 
hnmoured countenance. He looked 
like a faded giant, with the head and 
face partially restored ; and he had a 
cast in his eye wliieh rendered it quite 
impossible for any one with whom ho 
cimvei'sed to know where he was look¬ 
ing, His eyes appeared fixed oti the 
wall, and he was .‘itaxing you out of 
countenance; in short, there w^as no 
catching his eye, and perhaps it is a 
merciful dispensation of Providence 
that auch eyes are not catching. In 
addition to these cliaracteristics, it 
may be added that Mr, Charles Kftter- 
beli wns one of the moat credulous oud 
matter-of-fact little personages that 
ever took fo himself a wife, and for 
himself a liousc in Great Runsel- 
Etreet, Bedfjrd-square. (Uncle Dumps 
always dropped the ** Bedford-aquarc,” 
and infiertcd in lieu thereof the dreads 
fid wordfl *' Tottenbam-court-roadJ') 

** No, but uncle, ^pen my life you 
must—you must promise to bo god* 
father,^’fi^d Mr. Kittcrlieil, as he sat 
in cotvversation with hifi leapected 
relative one morning. 

**1 caunot, indeed I cannot,^’ re¬ 
turned Dumps. 

** Well, but why not! Jemima will 
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thmlr It v«ry nakind. It very little 

trouble.” 

** As to tlie trouble^” rejoiined the 
moat unhappy roajti In eusteno^j “I 
don't mnid that ; but my nervea are in 
that state->1 cannot go tbrougli tlic 
ceremony. You know I don^t like 
going oul—For God^s aakoj Charles^ 
doQ*t hdget tviLli that stool so j you 'il 
drive me znad.^^ Mr. Kilter bell, tjuite 
regard Le&a of his imcle’e nervea, bad 
DCCupirJ hiuifrolf for some ten minutes 
in deschbijig a circle on tJie Aoor wit^i 
one log of the ofhee-atool on which be 
waif seated, Ifoeping the other three up 
ill the air, and hoLiiiiig taat on by the 
desk. 

^ 1 beg your pardou, uncle,’* said 
Hitter bell, quite abashed ^ suddenly re- 
leaaiug his iiold of the desk, and bring¬ 
ing lliu three wandering legs back to 
tlie floor, with a force suflicieut to 
drive them tlirough it. 

But come, don't refuse, Tf it’a a 
i**jy# know, wo must have two 
god fat] j era.” 

“ 1/ it’s a hoy t ” said Dumps ; why 
can't you say at once whether it ra a 
boy or not r* 

^ I should be very happy to tell you, 
but it’s im^iossible 1 cad UDdertake to 
say whether it 'a a sirl or a boy, if tlie 
child TSii't bom yet.** 

“ Kot born yet!" echoed Dumps, 
with a gleam of hope lighting up his 
lugubrious visage. '* Oh, well, it may 
be a gtrl, and tlien you won't want 
me : nr if it is a boy, it may die before 
it ifl christened." 

'*^1 hope not," said the father that 
expected to be, looking very grave. 

1 hope not,'* acquiesced Dumps, 
evidently pleased with the subject. He 
was beginning to get happy, “ / hope 
not, but distressing caseB frequently 
occur during the flrst two or three 
days of a child's life ; fits, t am told, 
are exceedingly common, and alarming 
convulsions aro almost matters of 
course.** 

^ Lord, uncle,** ejaculated little Kit- 
terbeil, giaping for breath. 

** Yes j jny landlady was confined^— 
let me seo—last Tuesday ; au uncoin- 


monly fine boy. On the Thtirsday 
night the nurse wae silting with him 
upon her knee before tlie fire, and lie 
was as well as possible. Suddenly he 
became black in the face, and alarm¬ 
ingly flpa«iiiodic. The medical man 
was instantly sent for, and every 
remedy waa tried, but—** 

“How frightful!” intcmipted the 
horror-stricken KitterbelL 

“ The child died, of course. How¬ 
ever, your child fnay not die | and if 
it sliould be a boy, and should Ucc to 
be cliristened, why 1 suppo^ 1 must 
be one of the sponsors.** Dumps was 
evidently good-natured on tlie faith of 
his anticipations. 

“Thank you, uncle,” said Ins agi-^ 
toted nephew, gi'osping bis fiand as 
warmly as if he had done him some 
essential service. Perhaps 1 bad bet¬ 
ter not tell Mrs. K. what you have 
mentionod,** 

“Why, if she *3 low spirited, per¬ 
haps you had better not mcation the 
melancholy case to her," returned 
Dumps, who of course had invented 
the whole story ; “ tliough perhaps it 
would be but doing your duty as a 
husband to prepare her for tlie wont” 

A day or two afterwards, as Dumps 
was perusing a mortiiug paper at the 
chop-house which he regularly fre- 
queutod, the following paragraph met 
his eye i— 

" Ott tlie 13 th inat., la 

Orcat Hu44eil-!LF^t, lidy of CliultA Elt- 
terb4]l, Koq., of a Bcm.'* 

“It iv a boy r* he exclaimed, dash¬ 
ing down die paper, to the astonish¬ 
ment of the waiters. “It is a boy I** 
But he speedily regained his compo¬ 
sure aa his eye rested ou a poragi^ph 
quoting the number of infiiut deaths 
Irom the bills uf mortality. 

Six weeks passed away, and as no 
communication had been recci vt^ from 
the Kitterbellfl, Dumps was beginning 
to flatter himecif tliat' die child was 
dead, when the folio wing note pain¬ 
fully resolved his doubts :— 

* Great 

Alontia^f 

“Dear Uwclk^^You will he de- 



THE BLOOMSBURY CHRISTENING. 


28 if 


lighted to hear that my dear Jemima 
hw Left Jier room, and umt your future 
godson is getting on capiully* He 
was very tlrni at hret^ but he is getting 
much larger, and Durse s&ys he is 
tilling out every day. He cries a good 
deaif and is a very singular colour, 
which made Jemima and me rather 
uncomfortable ; but as nurse says it's 
natural^ and os of course we know 
nothing about these things yet^ we are 
f|uito eatisfied with what nurse says. 
Wc tiiink he will be a sliarp child ; 
and nurse says she sure he will, be- 
cause he never goes to sleep. You 
will readily believe that we are all very 
happy, uiiLy we ^re a little worn out for 
waul of rest, as he keeps us awake all 
night; but this ve must eitpect, nurse 
says, for the drat six or eight montha, 
lie has been vaccinated, but in conse^ 
quence of the operation being ratJier 
awkwardly performed, someGtnall por- 
tidea of gla^ wore introduced into the 
arm witli the matter, rerhaps ill is 
may in aoroe degree account for his 
being rather fractious ; at leaHt, so 
uui^ saya We propose to have him 
christened at twelve o’clock on Friday, 
at Saint George’s church, in Hart- 
Ktreet, by tJie name of Frederick 
Charles William. Fray dou^tba later 
than a quarter beiore twelve. We 
aliall have a very lew friend a in the 
evening, when of course we shall see 
you. 1 am sorry to say tliat the dear 
boy appeal's ratlier rcatlcsa and uneasy 
to-day; tlie cause, I fear, is fever. 

“ Believe me, dear Uncle, 
ft Yqui' 8 alfectionately, 
^'CniRLEa KinuD&LL. 

" P.S.—-1 open thia note to say that 
we have just discovered the cause of 
little Fr^erick's reatlcseiiess. It is 
not fever, as I appi^eiiended, but a 
Gmail pin, which nurse accidentully 
stuck in Ills I eg yesterday even in g. We 
have taken it out, and he appears more 
composed, though he fitill sobs a good 
deal/' 

*t 

It is almost unneceeaary to si|^ that 
the pomaal of the above interCBlJng 
fitatement was no gnat relief to the 
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mind of the hypochondtiaeal Ihunpe. 
It was impossible to recede, however, 
and so he put the best face—that La to 
say, an uncommonly miserable one— 
upon tlie matter; and purchased a 
handsome silver mug for the infant 
Kitterbeh, upon which he ordered the 
initials C. W.K.,” with the custo¬ 
mary untrained grape - vine - looking 
flourisheB, and a laqge fuU stop, to be 
curved forthwith. 

Monday was a fine day, Tuesday 
was delightful, Wednesday was equal 
to cither, and Thursday was finer than 
ever; four successive fine days in 
London I Hackney-coachinen berame 
revolutionary, and cruaai&g-ewe^era 
began to doubt die existence of a First 
Cause. The Morning ^Terfliot informed 
its readem that an old woman in Cam¬ 
den Town had been heard to eay that 
the fineness of the season was **uji-» 
precedented in tlie memoiy of the old¬ 
est inhabilant and Islington ckrks, 
with large families and small aalories, 
lef t air their black gaiters, disdaine^ 
to carry their once green cotton urn- 
LreLloa, and walked to town in the 
consciouB pride of white stockings and 
cleanly brunlied Bluchers. Dumps 
beheld all tills with on eye of supreme 
cniitempt—his triumph was at hand. 
He knew that if it had been fine for 
four weeks Instead of four days, it 
would rain wtien he went out ; he was 
lugubriously happy in the convictiou 
that Friday would be a wretched day— 
and eo it was. ** 1 knew how it would 
be,"^ said Dutnpe^ as he tttmed round 
opposite the Mansian-bouseat half-past 
eleven o'clock on tlie Friday moming. 

I knew haw it would he y I am con¬ 
cerned, and that*B enough;^—and 
certainly the appearance of the day 
was Bumdent to depress the spirits of 
a mneh more buoyant-hearted indi* 
vidual than himself. It hod raiaed, 
without a momeIll’s cessation, since 
eight o^clock ; every body Biat p&ssed 
up Oieapflldti, and down Cheapeido, 
looked wet, cold, and dirty. All sorts 
of forgotten and long-concealed uen- 
brelLos had been put into requiaitioo- 
Cabi whkked shout, with the ** fare ** 

]» 
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as carefully boxed up behind two 
gUzed calico curtainsaaanyinysteriouH 
picture in any one of MrAn RfLdcIlffe’a 
CAStlea; omnibus horaea smoked Ukc 
steam-cog^ines; nobody thoiiglit of 
** standlug up *' under doorwaya or 
archoa^ iJbey were pain fully con- 
riiLccd it WAS & kopeleas case i and so 
ereiybody went liusLily alongt juaib- 
ling and jostling^ and swearing and 
perspiring, and slipping about, like 
amateur skaters bcLiiid wooden chairs 
on tlie Serpentine ou a fro^^ty Sunday^ 

Dumps paused ; he ennld not tliink 
of n'aikitLg^ being rather aoiart for tbe 
cbrlsteniiigH If be took a cab be was 
sure to be spilt, and la baekney-eoach 
was too expensive for liis econonneal 
ideas. An omnibus was waiting as the 
opposite comei'—it was a desperate 
case—bo had never heard of an omni¬ 
bus up&etting or running away, and if 
the cad did knock him down, he could 
®‘pnU biro up ” in return. 

Now, air I cri cd the young gentle- 
||)an who officiated as to the 

“ Lada of the Village,*' winch wae the 
name of tlie machine just aoticed. 
Dumps crossed. 

“ Thiavay, air 1 ** shouted tbe driver 
of the “ Hark-away," pulling up his 
veJiidc immediately across the door of 
the opposition— This vay^ air—lie's 
full.” Dumps hesitated, where upon 
the **Lada of the Village'* eomraeucetl 
pouring out a torrent of abuse against 
the ** Hark-away but tbe conducuir 
of the Admiral Napier” settled the 
contest in a most Batisfactory manner 
for all parlies, by seizing Dempa round 
the waisE, and t! mstiug him into tlie 
middle of His Tchicle which had ju^t 
come up and only wanted the eixteeutb 
iDHide, 

** All right/* Slid the “ Admiral,” 
and off the thing thundered, like a 
fire^ngioe at full gallop, with the 
kidnapped customer inside, standing 
ia the pocufion of a half duubJed-up 
boetja£k| and falling about with every 
jerk of the machine, tlrat on the one 
Bide and then on the other like a 
** Jack^in-thc-grecn, '* on May-day, 
setting to the Udy with a braes ladle. 


“For Heayen'a sake, where am I 
to inquired the miBcruble man 

of an old gentleman, Into wliose 
stomach ho just fallen for the 
fomtb time. 

** Any where but on roy chettj sir/' 
replied tlie old gentlciuau in a surly 
touc. 

“ Perhaps the hox would suit the 
gentleman better," suggested a very 
damp lawyer's clerk, in a pluk abirt, 
and a' smirking couiitchance. 

After a great deal ot struggling and 
falling about. Dumps at last managed 
tq squeeze iiiiiisell into a scat, wliidi, 
in addititin to the slight disadvantage 
of being between a window' that would 
not shut, and a door that must be open, 
placed him in close contact wltli a pas¬ 
senger, who had been walking about 
all tlie morning witlioiit an umbrella, 
and who looked as if he bail nt tlie 
day in a lull w ater-butt—only wetter. 

“DoiiU hang the dwir so,” said 
Dump^ to tile conductor, as lie shut 
it, alter Letting out four of the pos- 
eengerfij “1 am very aervoua—it 
destroy a me.” 

“ Did any gen'Im*n Ray any think ?” 
replied the cad, thrusting in Ills bead, 
and ti'yiiig to luok as if he didn't 
understand tlie request. 

*Vl told you not t<i bang the door bo! " 
repeated D uni pa, with ai> cxprcitsion 
of couivicitance like tlie knave of clubs, 
in coiivulKinns. 

**Ob 1 vy, its ratlicr a eing'ler cir^-^ 
cuTnatance about tills bere door, sir, 
that it voirt shut w'lthout banging” 
replied the conductor j and he optued 
tbe dodt Very wide, and shut it again 
with a terrihe bang, in proof of tlie 
aKBcrtioD, 

“ 1 beg your parden, sir,” eald a 
littie prim, wheezing old gentleman, 
sitting opposite Dumps, "1 beg your 
pardon; but have you ever observed, 
when yon have been m an omnibus on 
a wet day, tliat four people out of five 
always come in with large cotton 
umbrellas, without a handle at the top, 
or th 4 braBB spike at tni hottenn 1" 

“ Why, dr/'returned Duu^j'^i, as he 
heard tbe clock strike twdve, “il 
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iieTcr struck me Ijtfore ; Vmt now you Dumps paid tlie disputed sixpence 
mention it, I—-Hollo! ^nJliloI”'shout- luiU m ik quarter ol ftii Lour was 
ed the |K-rftet'Utud individual, as the on the staiiuase ol 14^ Great 
omnibus dik^hc(]i past I>rury-IauB, where Hii35ell-iEreet+ 

he hid th ret: ted Ut be down.— Kvery tlunj^ indicated that prepara- 

** Where is the cad J ” tions were jnakiri;; iw the reee[ition of 

“I think he ’h on the box, sir/’ aaid “ a few friends ” in liie cveuuij^* Two 
the jouiijT i^entieJiiaii before noticed j doj^n extra tumblerii, and iour ditto 
in the pink shirt, uhich hs^ked hke j wJue-glasses—Looking; niijthiD^ but 
a white one rule^i with red ink< | trauspiireiit, with hctle bitsuf £traw in 

" 1 want to he set down ! ” said thmi—■w'ereon thealabin the jittssa^j 
Dumps ill a faint voice, overcome by I just arrived. Tiiere was a threat smell 
his previous cfforla. of nutmeg, port WLiic, and ulmouds^ on 

I think thcae ends want to be sH ■. the staircase j the ecj'Vers were taken 
f/oint ” i-eturupd ilie attorneyderk,! off the Btair-earpet, and the figure of 
chuckliii!; at his fiidly. : Venus on tiie first Jandnig Jo^ik^d as if 

** Holh> ! cried Dumps a^ain. she were nehaiiiod of tlie composition- 
** Hollo!” echoed the pabsengers. candle in her right hand, winch con- 
The omnibus passed Giles’s trasted beautifully witli the lamp- 

church > blacked drapery of the god dess of love. 

"Hold hard I" said the eouductor ■ j The female servant (who looked very 
’in bLowed if we hadn't forgot the I warm and bustling) us^liered Dumps 
|:;eQ*lmhi as vaB to be set down at | info a Irout dmwiiig-njoni, very pret- 
Doory-lane—Now, sir, timLo hasle, j tily furnished, ^lith a plentiful spriuk- 
if you please,” he added, opening the ' hug of little baskets, paper ubli^niata, 
doOr^ and asHstnig l)nni |>3 nut with as : cluua watchmen, pink and gold albuouEj 
much eooJnc '4 ah if it all right.^^ and raiiibow'-hoiind little books ou the 

Dumpfl^s indignation i^as for once get- different tables. 

ting ilie better ol lira cyuicai equfini- Ah, uiide I" said Mr* Kifterbell, 
niity. Drury-lane 1 hegusjpcd, with how d'ye do! Allow me—Jenuma, 
the voice of s. hoy in a cold bath for my dear—my uncle. I ihmk you’ve 
the first time. seen Jemima before, sir ! ** 

** Doorydanct Bir 1—yes, sir,—third **Have had the jHiroiiijr,’* retumed 

turning ou tlie right-hand side, sir." big Dumps, hm tone and look luakiug 
Dumps's passiou wa* |iaramount; he it doubtiul whether in his Jile he had 
clutched his lunhi’^dla, and was strld- ever experienced ihe senaatniii. 
ing off with tlse firm dotcmdiiatioh of “I'm sure,” tidd Mi-s. Kittcrbell, 
not paying the fare. The cad, by a with a languid amde, aud a slight 
remarkable coincidence, happened to cough, " I hii sure—bctii—any fneud 
entertain a directly contrary npinionj —ol Cbarlca's—liom—muck less a 

ajid Heaven knows how lar the alter- relation, is -- 

cation would have pi’^^occded, if it had “ 1 knew you'd say so, my love,” 
not been most ably and eatiaractorily said Uttlo Kitterbcll, who, while he 
brought to a close by the driver. appeared to be gating on Uie opposite 

** Hullo ! ** said tlist Tespeetable houses, was lookiug at hia wife with a 
person, standing up on the box, and moet affectionaie air: “ iilcbs you I ” 
leaDiDg with one liund on the roof of The last tw'o wurds were accompajiied 
the omnibus. * Hollo, Tom ] tell tlie with a Bimper, and a tqueeze nf the 
gentleman if BO be as he feels aggrie v^^ hand, winch stirred up ail Uode 
we will take him up to the Edgs-er Dumpa'e bile» 

(Edgeware) Road for nothing) and set ** Jane, tell nurae to bring down 
him down at DodryJane w hen lie comes baby ” said Mrs. Kiiterbdi, addrees- 
back. He cau^t reject that, anyhow,^ lug the servank Mi'll. Kitierbell wu 
The argument was irresistible : a tall, thin young lady^ with very %ht 

V S 
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hur, and a particularly white face— 
one of those young wometi who almost 
iDnunahly^ ciiough one hardly knows 
why^ recal to oae'e mind the idea of a 
cold fillet of TCiiL Out went the eer- 
rant^ and in came the nurse, witli a 
remarkably BCtiall pai^'el m her arms* 
packed up in a bine rnantle trimmed! 
with while fnr.—'This was the baby. 

** NoWj iinclej"* aaid Mr, Xicterbell;i 
lifting up that part of the man tie whicli 
Covei'ed tiie infant^B face, with an air 
of fn'cat triumph. ** IFAo do you tliiak 

“H« i li« ! Ye», whoT" ei»id Mrs. 
K^f putting her arm through her hui^ 
band’a, and lookitig up into Dumps’e 
face with an expression of aa much 
interest as she waa capable of dis- 
pbying. 

*^Good God, how aniall he ia P* 
cried the amiable uneie^ etarting back 
with weil-teigned surprise ; “ rejMarA;* 
abl}f small indeed. 

“ Do you think ftO I inquired poor 
little Kitterbcll, rather alarmed. ^^He^s 
a moUBter to what he was—ain't he 
nurse t" 

“ He 'b a dear ” said the nurse, 
squeezing the child, and evading the 
uestion—not because she Hcnipjed to 
isguise the fact, but because slie 
couldn't afford to tlirow away tlie 
chance of Dumpa'a half-crown. 

Well, but who is he like I*' in* 
quired little KitterbelL 

Dumps looked at the little pink heap 
before lilm, and only thouglit al the 
moment of the best mode of mortifying 
the youthful parents. 

"I really dosi't know tt^ho he's 
like/' he answered, very well knowing 
the reply expected of him. 

** Don't you think he's like tnef" 
Inquired his nephew with a knowing 
air. 

« Oh, dicidediy not! ’* returned 
Dumps, with an emphasis not to be 
miauaderstood. '^Decidedly not like 
you.—Oh* certainly not” 

Like Jemima I ” asked Kitter- 
hell| faintly. 

** Oh dear, no; not m the least. 
1 ’m DO judgi^ of coume, in euch casea^ 


but I really think he more like one 
of those little carved repreHentations 
that one sometimes sees- blowing a 
tiumpet on a tombatonc I ” The nuiBe 
Btooped down over the child, and with 
great difHculty prevented an explasiou 
of mirth. Pa and ma looked almost 
as miBcrable as their amiable uncle. 

** Well I ” said the disappointed 
little father, ‘^you'll be better able to 
tell wliit he's like by-and'by, You 
shall see him tliis evening with hie 
mantle off.’' 

^ Thank you/' s&id Dumps, feeling 
particularly grateful. 

“ Now, my love,” said Kitterbeil 
to his wife, it's time we were off 
We’re to meet the other godfather 
and the godmother at the church, 
uncle,—Mr. and Mrs. Wilson from 
over tlie way—un comm only nice peo¬ 
ple. My love, are you well wrapped up!” 

“Yes, dear.” 

Are you sure you, won’t have 
another sliawl ? ” inquired tlio anxious 
husband. 

No, eweeV' returned the charming 
mother, accepting Dumps’s proffered 
arm j and the little party entered the 
hackney coach that was to tako them 
to the church i Dumps amusing Mrs. 
Kitterbel] by expatiating largely on the 
danger of measles, thrush, tceth-eitC- 
ting, and other interesting dieeases to 
which children are subject. 

The ceremony (which occupied 
about five mimiteB) passed off without 
any tiling particular occurring. The 
cler^man had to dine some distance 
from town, and had two clmTohiugs, 
liiree chn^tenings, mid a funeral to 
perform in something le!!.sthaii an hour. 
The godfatliera and godmntlier, there^ 
fore, promioed to renounce th^ devil 
and all his works—”and atl that sort 
of liiing ”—os little Kiiterbell said— 
*'in less thin no time;” and, with 
the except on of Dumpa, nearly letting 
the child fall into the font when he 
handed it to the clergyman, the whole 
affair went off in the usual buatneBB- 
like and%iatter.of-courae niAnner, and 
Dumps re-entered the Baok gates at 
two o’clock will| a heavy heart, and 
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the painful conviction that he tras 
re^arly buoked for an evening 
party. 

Evening came—and so did Dumpa*i 
pumpa^ black bilk stockinga, and white 
cravat which he had oi-dened !□ be for^ 
warded} per boy, from Pentoiiville, 
The dcprcRsed godfather dressed him- 
aelf at a frittid*a ci>untiiig-houBei from 
whence^ with his spirits fifty degrees 
below proof} he nnllied forLh—as the 
weather had cleared up, and the even- i 
ing was tolerably fine—‘to walk to 
dreat Russeli-stveet. Slowly he paced 
up Ghcapaidc, N ewgatc-atreet, duwn 
SxLow-bill, and up Holborn ditto, look¬ 
ing ad grim as the figure heatl of a 
mau-of-waiv and finding out freeh 
causes of misery at every step. As lie 
was crossing the comer of Hatton- 
garden, a mao apparently intoj^iiL^ted} 
rushed against hiui^ and would have 
knocked him downjiad he not been 
providentially caui^Lit by a very gontecl 
yOuug man, who happened to be close 
to him at the time, Tiie shock so dis¬ 
arranged Dunip‘<^3 nerve?, as well os 
his dreesp that he could hardly stf^nd 
The gentleman took hisaniijOnd in the 
kindest manner walked with him ns 
far fbs Fur nival's Inn, DuTiifis, for 
about the first time in his life, felt 
grateful and polite; and lie and the 
gentlemanlydouking young mau parted 
with mutual expi^essioiis of good will. 

There are aL least some well-clis^ 
posed men in ibe world/^ rumitiaU’d 
the misanthropical Duinps^ as he pro¬ 
ceeded towards hig destination.. 

Hat — tat — ta -ra- ra- ra-ra-^rat — 
knocked a Jiackney-coai-lmirm at Kit- 
terbeJI's dour, in imitiLtioii uf a gen tie- 
man^B servant, just us Dumps ivacbed 
It; and out c?mie an old latiy in a 

large toque, anii an old geutlenjaii in a 
blue coat, and tiiree female copies of 
tile old lady in piuk dreai$cs, and slioea 
to match, 

*‘It^e a large partygighed tlie 
unhappy godfather, wiping tlie perspi* 
ration from h]s foi-ciieiid, ainf leaning 
against the arca-ruilings. It wiia some 
time before the nuseiuble man could 
muster up courage tu knock at the 


door, and when he did^ the smart ap^ 
pe&rance of a neighbouring green¬ 
grocer (who had been hired to wait for 
seven and siKpence, and whose calves 
alone were wortli double the money), 
the lamp in the passage, and the Venue 
on the landing, added to the hum of 
many voices, and the sound of a harp 
aud two violins, paiufoliy convinced 
him that Ids surmises were but too 
well founded. 

liow are you ? ** said little Kitter- 
bcll, iu a greater husiJe than ever, 
bolting out of the little back parlour 
with a corkscrew lu his hand, and 
various particles of sawdust, looking 
like so many inverted commas, on hie 
iDexpressibleB. 

Good God !" said Dumps, turning 
into the aforesaid parlour to put his 
lihoce on which he had brought in his 
coat-pocketfaiid still more appalled by 
tlie Eight of seven fresh dr^wn corks, 
and a cor responding number of decan- 
tere. ^‘How many people are there 
up-stairs ? ’ ‘ 

** 01], not above thirty-fivCi We've 
had the carpet taken up in the back 
drawing-room, and the piano and the 
card-tables are in the front, Jemima 
thought we M better have a regular 
filt-dowu 9iip|ier in the front parlour, 
because of the speech I fying, and all 
that. But, Lord! miule, wbat^e tlie 
matter r' continued tlie excited little 
man, as Dumps stood with one shoe 
on, rommagiug liis poeke&s with Ihe 
mofit Irightlul diisturtion of viaage. 

What have you loBt 1 Your pocket- 
book r* 

** No,"' returned Dumps, diving first 
into one peu ket and tiieu into the other, 
and speaking iu a voice like Deade- 
mona with the pillow over licr mouth. 

* Your carJ-cftse 1 einiff-boxi the 
key uf your lodgings!’^ continued 
Kitterbdl, pouring question ou quesh 
tion with the rapidity of lightiiitig. 

^ ^lo ! no 1 ” ejadiitated Dnnipa,fit[iJ 
diving eagerly into liU empty pocket, 

« Kot—not—the muy you spoke of 
this mumihg 1" 

^*Yca, the replied Dumps, 

sin king into a choir. 
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" How cf>tdd have done it 7 in¬ 
quired Kitterljtfil. “ Ai-ti juu yuQ 
brought \i out f ” 

‘‘YcbI yeji ! I eee it all” 
Dumpi?^ Btartiiigup as The ideu Ihishtd 
acrota hia iiiMiiji ; * iidfierttbie dog thut 

I htn—I was born tu mi ftVr. 1 see it 
all ; it waa the geiitlemajil/-lookiiig 
young man 1 ” 

‘♦Mr* Dumps'” shouted the green¬ 
grocer ill a sU'citmljiu v^tico, ub he 
ushered the sunic^’.liat recovoreJ god¬ 
father into die draiviii::'ri»u]ii hall aii 
hour after the ahove deelaraiion, ♦' Air. 
DiinipB !’*—cveQhihly 1 evoked at the | 
door, and In eaine Dump^, feeling' 
ahoul mueli out of plaee aa a sal- 
niDti rnii^ht be euppostd to be on a 
grarcl-Wiilk. 

Happy to see you again,*’ said Mrs, 
Kitterhell, quite uiicniihoiouB of the uii^ i 
fortunate niiiu’s oonl'usioji and niiaery; I 
“ you must allow rue to introduce you j 
to a few of our friciulB :—my Tnanima, I 
Mr. Dumpa^—my papa and Bisterb.'* I 
Dumps seized ttie liiini of the mother 
aa warmly as if she ivab Ida own 
parent, bowed to the young ituliics, and 
agairist a geiulemuu behiud him, and 
took no iii>uoe whatever ot the father, 
who had beeti luwdiig ineesyantly for 
three tninutes and a quaj-ier. 

“ Unde/* said littk Kitterbdl, after : 
DuEOpS had beeu iJiliMdliced to a sdeet I 
do^eu or two, you must let me lead | 
you to the other end of the room, to 
introduce you to my friend Danton, 
Such a splendid fellow ! —i 'ni sure ■ 
you Ml like him—this way,”—Dumps ! 
followed aa tractably aa a tame bear, , 

Mr. Dantori wjui a young inAii of 
about five-aiid-twellty, wiill aconsideiv 
able stuck of impudence, and a very 
Bmall share of ideas : he was a great 
favourite, especially with young 1^1 es 
of from sixtueii to twcnty-siic yeare of 
agOt both inclusive, ilc could imitate 
the Frencb-liorn to Admiration, eang 
comic songs most inimitably, and had 
the tnoet iuBinuating way ot Bsying im¬ 
pertinent nothingB to his doting temale 
admirers. He had acquired, uomeliow 
or other, the rrpututiou of being a 
gnat wit^ and, accordingly, whenever' 


lie opened h is mouth, everybody who 
knew him InugLied vci-j' lieartily. 

The intiW Lie lion took place in due 
form. Air. Dantuii buweeh ami twirled 
a lady's hand kerol I id, which lie held 
in Ilia hmid, in n uiu&t comic way. 
Everybody niuilcd, 

IE waning said DumpB, feeling 
it jjoccBBary to say soinciUing. 

'* Yes. It w'n.4 wai-iuer yi atcrday,” 
rciumeLl the hrihiaiit Air. DmituiL— 
A geucTul bugh , 

“I lutvc great plonsure in congiAtu* 
latingyou on your first appi.*!!ranee in 
the tlmnuHcr of a iather, Bir/' he 
conthiucd, addreshliig Dumps—”gtid* 
tadier, I mean ”—M'he young ladies 
were eonvutdoJ, and the gentlemen hi 
ecbtaciGs. 

A gcnein.1 hum of admitAtioti llltcr- 
nip fed llio convorsatioii, Jind an* 
nun nerd the entruiii.-c of nurse with 
the baby. An umvcr^iil ru&h of the 
young ladies imnicdLately hnik place. 
(GirJs ane always jfO loud of babies ill 
coil I pan y.) 

Oil, ytm dear ! ” said one, 

"How sweet r' cned anorlicr, in a 
low tone of tbe must eiitliusiaslic ad¬ 
miration. 

“ Heavenly ! ” added a third, 

“ Oh I what dear liule anus I " said 
.a fourth, holding up an arm and Hst 
about the siiie and %hape of tlie leg of 
a fowl cleanly picked. 

“ Did you ever I ”—said a little 
coquette with a large bustle, who 
looked tike a French Jnhogruph, ap¬ 
pealing to a gentlcuian in Uiitje waiBt^ 
coats—“ 01 J you evtr !” 

'* Never, in my life,” returned her 
admirer, pulling up lila collar. 

Dll 1 du let me take It, nui^se,” cried 
anolJier yotmg lady, The love f ” 

“ Cau it open it* eyes, nurse I ” in¬ 
quired aiioilivr, affecting Llie utmost 
innocence.—Suffice t( to ^y, that the 
single ladies utianimouBly voted him 
All angel, and tliat the married ones^ 
v^tn. con., agreed ihat he waa decidedly 
the fine^baliy they liad ever beheld^ 
except their own. 

The quadrillee were reBumed with 
great spirit, Air, lAuton was uaiver- 
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Sftlty adisitted to be beyond bimself^ i 
acvcra] youiif^ lajdiea ericbanted the 
comptiny and gained admirers by eiug- 
iiig “We met*'—'^1 saw her at tlie 
L'ancy Fair **—and other e^^x^lly 5 »n- 
timeJitaL and intereRting ballade ** The 
young meu/^ as Mrs. KitEerbelL naid^ 
^'made themselres very agrteable 
the girJ-4 did uot lose their apportu- 
nity ; and the evening piMimised to go 
off excellently^ Dumpa didn't mind 
it: he bod devised a plan for himself 
—a little bit of futi in his own way— 
and he was alinoet happy [ He played 
a rubber and lust every point. Mr. 
Dan ton said lie could not have hiut 
everj^ point, because he made a point 
of li:>sirig! everybody laughed tre- 
□lendouslyi, Duiupe retorted with a 
better jote^ and nobody smiled, with 
the eiw]>tit>n of the host, who Boemed 
to consider it his duly to laugh till he 
black m the face, fit everything. 
There was only one drawback—the 
iDUfiiciaiis did not play witb quite 
much spirit as could have been wished 
The causej however^ w'as patisfactorily 
explained; for it appeared, on the 
te»tinifpny of a 'genlleman who bad 
come up from Gravesend in the after- 
noon, that they had been engaged on 
board a steamer all day, and had played 
Hlmost witliouC ccfisatioii all tlie way 
to Graveseud, aud all the way back 
again. 

The ‘^sit'down siuppcr" waa exceb ' 
lent * there were tour barley-sugar; 
temples on the table, which would' 
have looked beautiful if they had not 
melted away when the atippA began ; 
and a water-mdl, whofie only fault was 
that instead of going round, it ran over 
the tabic-clotli. Then tliere were 

t'owl^ and tongue, and triflej and 
sweets, Slid lobster salad, and potted 
beef—and every thing. And liitle 
Kitterbell kept calling out for clean 
plates, and the dean plates did not 
come ; and then the gentlcmeu who | 
wanted the plates^ said they didn't 
mitid, they'd take a lady’s fnd then 
Mrs. Kitterbell applauded their gaU 
lantry, and the greengrocer ran about 
till he diought bus boven and sixpeaco 


was very hardly earned; and the 
young l^iea didn*t eat much for fear 
It shouldn’t look rcimantlc, and the 
married ladies eat as much as poeaihle, 
for fear they shouldn't have enough ; 
uiid a great deal of wine was drunk, 
and everybody talked and laughed 
considerably. 

Hush I hush !" sold Mr. Kitter^ 
bell ^rising and looking very important 
*' My love (this was addressed to his 
wife at the other end of Uie table), 
take care of Mra. Maxwell, and your 
mamma, and the rest of the married 
ladles; tlie gentlemen will persuade 
the youiig ladies to 611 their glaaac^ I 
am Bure.” 

Ladies and gentlemen,** said long 
Dumps, in a very sepulchral voice and 
ruelul accent, rising from hia chair 
like the gho«t in Don Juan, <*will you 
have the kindness to charge your 
j:laP509 * I am desirous of proposing 

A dead silence ensued, and the 
glasses were filled—everybody looked 
serious. 

i “ Ladies and gentlemen,*’ slowly 
I enntinued the ominous Dumps, 1 ”— 
(here Mr, Dan ton imitated two notes 
from the French-hom, in a very loud 
I key, which electrified the nervoua 
' Uiast-propoaer, and convulsod his audi- 
ence), 

** Order ! order!" Esid little Kitter* 
bell, endeavouring to suppress his 
laughter. 

** Order! ** said the gentleineii. 

Dantoii,be quiet,” said a particular 
friend un the opposite side of the 
table. 

Ladies and gentlemefn” Tesumed 
Dumps, soipewhat recovered, and not 
much disconcerted, for be waa always 
a pretty good hand at a speech—“ In 
accordance With what Iei, I believe, tlie 
established usage on tliese occasions, I, 
as one of the godfathers of Master 
I Frederick Charles William Kitterbell 
—(Iiew the speaker’s voice faltered, 
for he remembered tlie mug)—venture 
I to rise to propose a toast. I need 
hardly say tliat it is the health and 
prosperity of that young geutJemaii, 
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thft pAJ-tictilaT evQiit of wbo«« life 
we jvTo here met to pelebrate—(np- 
|ilAU«e)^ Ladies and gentlemeii, it ia 
lEDpoHible to enppose timt our frienda 
here, whofie siaoero WKll-wi&hera we 
all are* can paua thi-ough Hie wiiliont 
Bome trialfti considerable EufTeriug^ ee- 
vere affliction, and iieavy losaea I **'— 
Here the arch-traitor paused, and 
bIowIy drew forth a long^ white pocket- 
haudkerchief^liia ejtample was fol¬ 
lowed by several ladies. That these 
trials may be long spared them la my 
most earnest prayer, my moat fer^'eat 
wish (a dietlnet sob from the grande 
mother). I hope and trusty ladies and 
gentlemen, that the infant whose 
christening we have this evening met 
to celebrate, may not be removed from 
the arms of hi& parents by preniaturg 
decay (several cambrics were in rcl^ui- 
sition) ; that liis young and now ap- 
parentfy healthy form, may not be 
wasted by liDgering disease^ (Here 
Dumps cast a sardonic glance around, 
for a great sensation was manifest 
among the married ladies.) You, I 
am sure, will concur with me in wish¬ 
ing that he may live to be a comfort 
and a bleeslng to his parents. Hesr, 
hear;* and an audible sob from Mr 
KittorbelJ.) But should lie not bo 
wliat we cuuld wieh—should lie forget 
ill after times (lie duty \Uiicli he ours 
to them—should they unhappily expe¬ 
rience that distracting tiiith, * how 
sharper than a serpent^s tooih it is to 
have a thajikless child.' ”—Here Mi^* 
Kitterbeil, with her handkerchief to 
her eyes, and acoompanied by several 
lad Los, nifihed from the room, and 
weut iato viulciDt hysterica la the pas' 


sage, leaving her bettor half in atmoet 
AS bad a condition, and a general im- 
pressian in Dumps^sfavoilr ; for people 
like Eentitnent, alter aJJ. 

It need hardly be added, that this 
occurrence quite put a stop to the har¬ 
mony oi liie evening. Vinegar, harts¬ 
horn, and cold water, wei'e now ua 
much in request as ncgUS, rout-Cukcs, 
and boti-h^^nt had beeu a short time 
before. Mrs Kittorbsll was immedi¬ 
ately conveyed to her apartment, the 
nmsk-iane were eilenced,flirting ceased, 
and the company slowly departed. 
Dumps left iLie house at the commence- 
pieat of the bustle, and w'alked borne 
witli a light step, atid (for him) a 
cheerful heart. Hia landlady, who 
slept ill tile next room, hoa offered to 
make oath that she heard him laugh, 
in hiS peculiar manner, after he had 
locked hU door. The asserLioii, how¬ 
ever, is so improbable, and bears on 
the face of it such strong evidence of 
untruth, tliat it has never obtained 
credence to tids hour, 

I'he family of Mr. Kitterhdl has 
considei'abiy increased since Liie period 
to which ws have refereed j he has 
now two sous and a daughter i and as 
he expects, at no distant period, to 
have another addition to hie blooming 
progciiy, he is anxious to secure an 
eiigible godfather fur the occasiuu. Ho 
is determined, however, to impose 
upon him two cojidhioiis. He must 
bind himselt, by a solemn obligation, 
not to make any speech alter supper; 
and it is indlspcnsabJc that he should 
be in no ttay connected with ^^tbo most 
miserable man iu ch« world.'* 
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CHAPTER XIL 

TDK dbu:^kard’b de^tr. 


Wb will be bold to say, lhB.t there is 
scarcely a man in the coufitant habit 
of walking^ day after day^ tbrcugh any 
of tlio crowded Uiorou^h fares of Lon¬ 
don, who cannot recollect among the 
people whom ha knows by eighC^ to 
uae a familial* phrase, some being of 
abject and wretched appearance whom 
ho rememberfl to have seen in a 
very difterent condition, whom he has 
obfterved sinking lower and lower, 
by almost imperceptible degrees, and 
the aliabbinea:^ and utter deetitutioa 
of whof^e appearance, at last, etrike 
forcibly and painfully upon him, as he 
pneees by* la there any man who has 
mixed much witli society, or whose 
aTocationa have caused him to mingle, 
at one time or other, witli a 
number of people, who canuot call to 
mind the time when some shabby, 
miaerable wretch, in raga and filth, 
who shuffles past him now in all the 
squalor of disease ajtd poverty, was a 
respectable tradesman, or a clerk, or 
a man following some thriving pursuit, 
with good prospects, and decent 
meana 1—or cannot any of our readers 
call to mind from among the list of 
their acquaintance, some 

fallen and degraded man, who lingers 
about the pavement in liungp^ misery 
—from wLioin every one coldly 

away, and who preserves hjineelf from 
aiieer starvation, nubtjdy know s how i 
Alas! Bucli rases are of too frequent 
occurrence to be rare items in any 
man^H experience ; and but too often 
arise from one cause—drunkenness— 
that fierce mge for the slow, sure 
poison, that oversteps every other 
consideration \ that casts aside wife^ 
ehiidren, friends, happiness, and sta^ 
tiou ; and hurnea its vlctimsliadly on 
to degradation and death. 

Some of tliese men have been im- 
petlfld, by misfortune and misery^ to 


the vice that has degraded them* The 
min of worldly expectations, the death 
of those they lovH, the sorrow that 
^owLy consumes, but will not break 
the heart, has driven them wild ; and 
they present the hideous spectacle of 
madmen, eJowJy dying by their own 
hands, But by far die greater part 
have wilfully, and with open eyes, 
plunged into the gulf from which the 
man who once enters it never iwa 
more, but into which he sinks deeper 
and deeper dowiij until recovei-y ie 
hopeJeBs* 

Such a man as thia once etoed by 
the b^-side of hia dying wife, while 
his children knelt around, and mingled 
low bursts of grief widi their innocent 
prayers. Tlie room was scantily and 
meanly furnished ; and it nced^ hut 
a glance at the pale form from which 
the light of life waa fast pacing away, 
to know that grief, and want, and 
anxioua care, had been busy at Uii> 
heart for many a weary year. An 
elderly female^ with her face bathed 
in tears, was supporting the head of 
the dying woman—her daughter—on 
her arm. But it was not inwards lier 
tliat tile wan face turned ; it was not 
her hand that the cold and trembling 
Ungers clasped ; they pressed th# hue- 
band^B arm ; the eyes so soon to be 
dosed in death rested on his face, an<l 
the man sl-ook beueatli tlieir gaze. 
Ilia dress was dovenly and disordered, 
his face infamed, his eyes bloodahot 
and heavy. He had been Bummoned 
from some wild debauch to the bed of 
sorrow and death* 

A shaded lamp by the bed-eide cast 
a dim light on the figures around, and 
left the remainder of the room in 
thick, deep Bhadow* The silence of 
night prevailed without the houee, aud 
the etiJhiess of death was in the cham¬ 
ber. A watch bung over the manteU 
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nhclf; its tow ticking was the only 
sound thst the profound qintit;, 

but it was a fiolomn one^ fc^r woJJ tho/ 
kuewi wlko heard iL, tlmt before it bad 
recorded ttie ot another hour^ 

it wouJd beat ilie knell of a departed 
apirit. 

It is a dreadful thing to wait and 
watch for the approach of death ^ to 
know that hope ta gone, and recovei^y 
impossible $ and U'i sit and count tlie 
dreary horn's through long, long, 
nigLita—such nights as only watchera 
by the bed of sirknees know. It chills 
the blood to hear the dearest acurets 
of the heart—the pent-up, hidden se¬ 
crets of many years—poured /orfh by 
the unconscious helpless being before 
you j and to ilnnk how little the re¬ 
serve and cunning of a whole hie will 
avails when fever and delirium tear ulf 
tlie mask at lost^ Strange tales have 
been told in the wanderings of d3'ing 
men ; tales so full of guilt and crime^ 
that those who stood by the sick per¬ 
son’s conch have Hed in horror and 
afirightj lest they should be scored to 
madness by wJiat they heard and saw; 
and many a wretdh has died alone, 
raving of deeds tho very name of which 
bos driven the boldest man away, 

But no such ravings were to be 
beard at the bed-siJe by which the 
children knelt Their half-stificd sobs 
and meanings alone broke the silence 
of the lonely chamber. And when at 
last the mothcr''B grasp relaxed, and, 
turning one look troni the children to 
their father^sho vainly strove to speak, 
and fell backward on the pillow^ all 
was BO calm and tranquil that slie 
seemed to sink to Bicep. They leant 
over her \ they called upon her name, 
softly at hrst, and then In the loud and 
piercing tones of depperation. JJut 
there was no reply* They listened for 
her breath, but no sound came. They 
felt for the palpi fation of tho heart, 
but no faint throb responded to the 
touch. That heart was broken, and 
she was dead 1 

The husband sunk into a chair hy 
the bed-aide, and claaped his bauds 
upon hia burning forehead. He gazed 


from child to child, but when a weep¬ 
ing eye met his^ he quailed beneath its 
look. No word of comlnrt was whis¬ 
pered tn his ear, no look of kindness 
lighted on his taco. AU shrunk tcom 
and avnided liirn ] and when at laet he 
staggered from the mutii, r.<i nnc sought 
to iollow or console the widower. 

Tlie time Imd been when many a 
frisnd would have crowded round him 
in bi& affliction, and many a heartfelt 
con do louche would have met him in his 
grief, Where were they now } One 
by one, friends, relations, the common¬ 
est acquaintance even, had lallen off 
from Hud dc^rted the drunkard. His 
wife alone had dong to liim in good 
and evil, in sickncBS and poverty t and 
bow had ho reworded herl He had 
reeled from the tavern to her bed^hiUo, 
in time to see Licrdie, 

11c rushed from ihe house, and 
walked swiftly through the streets. 
Heniurse, fear, sh attic, all crowded on 
Ills imiid. Slupilicd witil drink, and 
bewildered with the scene be bad just 
witncBRcd, he re-entered tho tavero 
he hiid quitted shcutly before. Glass 
sncceedecJi glass. His bhiod mounted, 
and his brain vi^liirled round. Death ! 
Every one must die, and why not 
Slie was too good for him ; her I'ela- 
tions had often told him so. Curses 
on them I Hod they not deserted her, 
and left her to whine away the limo 
at home 1 Well—she was dead, and 
liappy perhaps. It was better aa it 
was, Aijoiber glaijs —one more I 
IluiTah ! It was a merry life while 
it lasted and he would make the 
most of it. 

Time went on ; the three children 
who were left to him, grew up, tud 
were children no longer. Tho lather 
remained the same^poorer, shabbier, 
and more diEsolutc-looking, but the 
same confirmed ,and irreclaimable 
drunkard. The boys had; tong 
mu wild in tlic streets, and left him; 
the girl alone remained,but she worked 
hard, oi^ words or blows could always 
procure him something for Hie tavern. 
^0 ho went on m Hie old coui'sej and a 
merry life he led. ^ 
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One am ew*ly am ttn o^doct— 
for the girl haJ becii) hifk ffJV many 
days, and there was, CfiiiBt'quently, JittJe 
to spend at tlie puhlic-huujse—he bent 
hia ntepg homeivAriift, bethlnkitig fiinn- 
Bfilf tLiat if 110 lA^uuld have her able to 
earn moneys it livonltji be as well to 
apply tn the parish .surgeon^ or^ at all 
events^ to take the trouble nf inquiring 
wliat ailed her, which he had uut yet 
thouglit it Wfjrih whiic to cin, Jt wan 
A wet December night; the wind blew 
jiiercing cold, and the rain poured hea¬ 
vily down, He begged a few halfpence 
from a paisscr^by, and having bought 
a flinall Joai (for it was hia interest to 
keep the giri alive, if he could), he 
ahufHed ortwanlu a a fust as the wind 
and rain would Jet hiri^ 

At the back of Fleet-street, and 
lying between it aiuL the water^sidej 
are several mean and iiFirmw courts, 
which form a portion of Whitefriara : 
it woa to cue of thetve that he directed 
his steps. 

The alley into which he turned, 
might, for tilth and niisery, have Com¬ 


as could afford to Indntge in eo expen* 
sive a luxury. A gutter ran down the 
centre of the ailey^alL the sluggish 
odours of which bad been called forth 
by the rain \ ami as the wind whistled 
tUmugh the old liouscs^ the doors and 
shutters creaked upon their liingea, 
aud the windows shook in their frames, 
witli a violence which every momeiit 
seemed to threaten the destruction of 
the whole pfuce. 

The mnn whom w'c have followed 
into this deti, walked on in the 
darkitea^, sometimes htumhling into 
the main gutter, and at others into 
some branch repoAitories of garbage 
which had been ionueil by ilie rain, 
until he reached the lust lu/uso in the 
court. The door, or r^ither what was. 
left nf it, stood ajar, for the conve¬ 
nience of the numerous lodgers ; ai^d 
lie proceeded ti> grope hi a way up the 
old iind broken stair, to the atticStoify. 

Hs was wiiliiii a step or two of hie 
room door, when it 0 |icin;dj&nd a girl, 
whose miserable nnd emaciated ap¬ 
pearance was only to be equalled by 


peteii with the darkest corner of tliis 
ancient Kunetuary hi its dirtiest and 
most law lefts time. "I'he houses, vary¬ 
ing from two stories in lieight to four, 
were sfaiticd with every iDdescribablo 
hue til at long exposure to the weather, 
damp, and rotteimeas can imjiart to 
teuements eompoficd originally of the 
roughest and c<jarscflt materials. The 
wimlowfl were patched with paper, and 
stuffed with the foulest rags^ tlio doors 
were falling fi'um tbeir hinges poles 
with iiues ou which to dry clotltcs, 
projected from evei-y casement, and 
builds of qiiairolling or druukenne&a 
Issued from every roi>m. 

'J'he solitary oil lamp in the centre 
of the court had been blown out, either 
by tile violence of the wind or the act 
of some inhabitant who Imd excellent 
reasons for objecting to Ids residence 
being rendered too conspicuous ; and 
the only light which fell upon the 
broken and uneven pavementiwas de* 
rived from the itnst'rable canmos that 
here and there twinkled in the roonis 
of auch of the more Jortuuate regideuts 


that of the candle which she shaded 
with her hand, peeped anxiously out. 

" Is that you, lather I” said the girh 
** Who else should it be ? ** replied 
the man gruffly. *‘What are you 
trembling at 1 It's little enough that 
iVo had to drink to-day, for there’s 
no drink without money, slid no money 
witliout work, AVhat llie devil the 
matter witii tiie girl }" 

** t am not well, father—not at all 
well," said the girk bursting into tears. 

'* Ah ! ’’ replied tlie man, in tiie 
tone of a pei^on who is compelled to 
admit a very unplctmant fact, to which 
he would rather remain blind, if he 
could. Vou QiuaL get better some¬ 
how, for we must have money. You 
miiet go to the parisli doctor, and make 
him give you $oino medicine. They 
paid for it, damn ’em. What are you 
atouding before the door for! Let me 
come in, can’t you t ’* 

“ Father,^’ whiftpered the girl, shut* 
ting the door bshiud her, aud placing 
herself before it," William hae come 
bsek.’’ 
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** Who s&id the mhti with eats^rt. 

"Husti/' replierl the girl," WiUiam; 
brother William.*^ 

" And what does he want 1" said 
the man, with an elfbre at eomposfui^ 
—** money ? meat t drink 1 He 
come to the wrong sliop for that, if he 
doea+ Give me the candle—give me 
the candle^ fool—I ain^t going to hurt 
him ** He snatched the candle from 
her hand^ and walked into the room. 

Silting on an old boK, with Jiis head 
resting on his hand^ and his eyes fixed 
on a wreh'hed einder fire that was 
smouldering on the hearth, waa a young 
man of about two-and*twenty^ miser¬ 
ably otad in an old coarse jacket and 
trousers. He started up when his 
father entered, 

“ Fasten the door, Mary,” said the 
young man hastily—Fasten the door^ 
You look as If you didn't know me, 
father* It's long enough, since you 
drove me from home j you may well 
forget rae.'* 

«And what do you want here, 
now 1 eald the father^ seating himself 
on a stool, on the other ±iide of the fire¬ 
place. “What do you want here, now ?" 

“ Shelter,” replied the son, “ I ’'rn 
in trouble j (Itat eimugli. If 1 ’m 
caught 1 shall swing j that's certain. 
Caught 1 aliall be, uiilesa I atop here ; 
that *^3 cat certain. And there ^s au end 
of iC” 

“ You mean to sny, you been, 
robbing, or murdering, ihcut '^ said 
the father. 

** Yea I do,” replied the aotir “ Does ! 
it surprise you, lutlier He looked 
steadilv m the man's face, but he with-1 
drew [lis eyes, aud bent them on the 
ground. 

“Where's your brbthersl” he 
said, after a long pause, 

“ Where they 'll nevir trouble you,*' 
replied his son John's gone to 
America, and Henry's dead." 

“Dead!” uid the father, with a shud> 
dcr, which even he could not repress, 

“ Dead,” replied tlie young mam 
^ He died in my arms—shot like a dog, 
by a gamekeeper. He staggered back, 

1 caught him, and hia blood trickled 


down my hands. It poured out from 
his side like water. He was weak,and 
it blinded liiiii, but he threw himself 
down on his knees, cu tiie gra.ss, and 
prayed to Ood, that if his mother was 
in heaven, He would liear her prayers 
for pardon for her youngest son, ' 1 
was her favourite boy, Will,* he eaid, 
‘and I am glad to think, now, that 
when she was dying, iliougli I was a 
very youiig child then* and my little 
heart was almost l>u 1*811 ng, I knelt 
down at the foot of the bed, and 
thanked God for having made me bo 
fond of her os to have never once done 
anything to bnug the tears into her 
eyes. 0 Will, why was she taketi 
away, and father lett 1 * There *» hia 
dying words, father,” said the young 
man ; make the best you can of em. 
You struck Inm acmen the face, iu a 
drunken fit, the morning ive rou away; 
and here *s the end of it*'" 

Tile girl wept aloud [ and the father, 
sinking his head upon his knees, rocked 
litmseir to and fro. 

“ If I am taken,** said the young 
man, “ 1 ^hidl be carried hack into the 
eouiitiy, and hung for that man't 
nmrdcr, TImy cannot triice mo here, 
wiihout your ossisuiiice, father. For 
aught r^know, yuu may give me up 
to justice ; but unices you do, here 
I stop, uutil 1 can venture to escape 
abroad*” 

For two whole days, all three 
Riained in the wretched room, without 
htirriiig out. On the third evening, 
ho wevcr,tho girl was worst* than she had 
been yei* and llic few ecrapa of food 
they had were gone* It was indispensa¬ 
bly necessary that somebody should go 
out; and as the girl was too weak and 
ill, the father went, just at luglitfalk 

He got some medicine for the girl, 
and a U'lflo in the way of pecuniary 
assistance. Ou his way back, ho 
earned eixpenoe by holding a horse ; 
and he turned homewards with enough, 
money m supply tUeir timot pressing 
wants fMfr two or three days to come* 
He bad to pass the public Imuss. He 
lingered for an instant, walked past It, 
turued back aguiu, Ui%ered ouco more. 



THE DRUNKARD’S DEATH* 


m 

and finally etank in. Two men whom Slowly uid heavily the time dragged 
he had not observed ^ were on the along, ae the brother and aUterj in ihei^ 
watch. They were on the point of raieerable hiding place, Jietcned in 
giving up their neai'ch in despair, when anjtioua suapense to the atighteat Honnd. 
hie loitcnog attracted their attention ; At Length, a heavy fuut&tcp was heard 
and when he entered (lie pubhohouae, i upon (lie stair; it approaolied nearer ; 
they followed him. it reached the landing ; and the father 

“ You ’ll drink with me, manter,*^ ataggered into the rootn^ 
uid one of them, proffering him it gla^ The girl saw that he was intoxicated, 
of liquor. and advanced with the candle in her 

^^And me too,*' aatd the other, re- hand to meet him ; she stopped short, 
pleriiahihg the gliiea ae ioon as it was gave a loud scream, and fell senaeless 
drained of its contentSL on the ground. She had caught sight 

The man thought of hia hungry of the &adow of a man refteeted on 
diildren, and his sou's danger. But the floor. They both ruelicd in, and 
they were nothing Co tlie drunkard in another instant the young man was 
He did drink ; and hk reason left litm. a prisoner, and handcutfed. 

** A wet night. Warden,” wLikpered ' *^Very quietly daue,"said one of the 
one of the men in his ear, as he at men to his companion, ^ thanks to the 
length turned to go away, after spend- old man. Lift up the girl, Tom—come, 
iug ju liquor oue-half of the money on come. It's no use cr^ijig, young woman, 
which, perhaps, his daughtor's life de- It's all over now, and can't be 
pended. helped." 

**The right sort of night for our, The young man stooped for an in- 
friends in hiding, Master Warden,” etant over the girl, and then turned 
whispered the other. firrccly round upon his fathtr, who 

^ Bit down here/* said the one who | had reeled against the wall, and was 
had spoken fii.'st, drawing him into a ‘i gazing on tlie group wltli drunkea 
corner. We liavc been looking arter stupidity. 

the young un. We came to teh him^ “ Listen to me, father,** he said, in a 
it's all right now^ but we couLdift hnd tone tliat made the drunkard's deah 
him'cause we h^ii't got the precise ■ creep. ** My brother's blood, and mine, 
direction. But that ain't slratige,, for ia on your head i [ never had kind 
1 don't till Ilk lie know'd it himself, look^ or word, or care, from you, and 

when he come to London, did he 1" alive or dead, I never will forgive you. 

No, lie didn't^" replied the father. Die when you wilhor how, 1 will bo 

The two tncu exc1ia.i]ged glances. with you. I speak as a dead man uow, 

** There 'a a vessel down at the docks, and I warn you, fatlier, that as surely 
to sail at mldn-ght* when U '& iiigh as you must one day stand before your 
water/* renamed tlie first speaker, Maker, so aurely shall your children 
**and we*]] put him on buarJ. His be there, hand in hand, to ciy for 
passage is taken in another name, and judgment against you.” He raised hia 
what'c bettor tliaa that, it's paid for. luanaclcd hands m a tlareatcuingatti- 
lt*s lucky wc met you " tude, fixed his eyes on his slirmkiug 

Very/' said die second. parent, and elowLy left the room ; and 

^ Capital luck," said the first, with a ucitJier father nor sis tor evcrbeliddhiiu 
wink to his com pan ion. more, on tliis side of the grave. 

* ^ Great,” replied the second, with ai When the dim and misty light of a 

alight nod of intoltigeucc. win tor's morning peuetoatod into the 

.. Another glass here i quick"—said narrow court, and struggled tlirough 
' the hrat fipeakcr. And in five^itiutos the begrimed window ol the wretched 
mors, the father lia^l unconsciously room. Warden awoke from his heavy 
yielded up hia owD soa iuto tlic hiutg- sleep, and found hiin^df alone. He 
man's hands. roac^ and looked round huii; the old 
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flock matireRs on the floor was undis¬ 
turbed ; everything was just as he rC' 
memberei tu have seen U lat^t: and 
there were no signs ot any oeic^ fiuve 
himeelf, having oecupied the roum 
during the night, IJe inquired of the 
other lodgers, and of the neighbours { 
hut his daughtir had not been ^en 
or heard ol He mnibled through the 
BtreeU, and h^JtitinisfU each wretched 
face among tlie ei'O'wJs tlmt ti^runged 
them, With nnKious eyee^ But his 
search wa^ iruitle^a, and he I'cturuudi 
to ids garret Vrheu uiglit came oDj 
desolate and weary. 

For Tnany days he ocrup^ied himself 
in the same mannerj Lot no U'ace of 
hiB daughter did he meet with, and no 
word of her reacln^ his ears* At 
length he gave up the pursuit us hope- 
Ibbsl He had long tfiought of the pro^ 
hability nf her Leaving him, and 
endeavotiriiig to gain her hrearl in 
quiet, elsewhere. She had left him at 
last to starve alone. He groumJ. his 
teeth, and cursed her I 

He begged Ins bread from doni to 
door. Every halfpenny he could 
wring frotn the juty or eredulity of 
those to whom he adilrcissod himself, 
was spent in th« old way. A year 
|>ufled over his head ' the roof of a 
jail was only one tiiat had slicltercd 
him for many inuiiths. He slept under 
archways, and in brk-kHelds—any 
where, where there wsis Hume warmth , 
or alielter from the cohl and raiti. i 
But in the last stage of ]iovertyj liis- 
ease, and liauselcss want, be was a 
drunkard still. 

At last^ one bitter night, he sunk 
down on a donr-etep faint and ill. The 

C mature decay of vice atid profligacy 
worn him to the bone. His cheeks 
were hollow and bvid ; his eyes were 
aim ken, and their sight was dim. His 
legs trembled ber^ath his weight, and 
a cold shiver I'an tln'Oiigh every limb. 

And now the lojig-forgntten scenes 
of ft miepeut life crowded thick And 
fftsC upon him. Ho tliongUt of the 
time when he had a home—a happy,, 
cbe«rful JK>ifie—and of tlioae whoj 
peopled it, and flocked about liim thcD, 


until the forms of hia elder childrsD 
seemed to rise from the grave, and 
stand about him—eo plahi^ so dear, 
and So distinct they were that lie could 
toucli atid feel theuj. Looks that he 
had long forgotten were Hiicd upon 
him uaee more ] voicea long since 
hushed in death Bounded in his eara 
like the music of village bells. But it 
ivfta only for an instant. The rain beat 
heavily upon him ; and cold and hun¬ 
ger w'ere gnawing at Ins heart again. 

He roan, and dragged Ins feeble 
limbs n few pacea furiiier. The ntrect 
was silent and empty the few' ]>as£cn- 
gers who passed by, at timt late hour, 
hurried quickly on, and Ina tremulous 
voice WAS lost in the viulenoe of the 
vtorm. Again that heavy chill struck 
through hia frame, and his blood 
soemod to stagnate bon(>ath it He 
coiled Inm^-ll up m a projecting door¬ 
way, and tried to sleep. 

But sleep had fled tv^m his dull and 
glared eyes. His mind wandered 
etrau^ly, but he was awake, aiinl con¬ 
scious* Q'Jio well-knowII shout of 
diniuken mirtti sounded in Uts ear, the 
gloss wai; at Ins hp^, the board was 
tovored will I choice ri£-li food^—they 
were before him : he could see them 
fill, be hnd but to readi nut liis hand, 
Aud take thcni'-aTiLi, liiongh the illu¬ 
sion WAS reahiy iisclf, he knew that 
he WAS aittiiTg alone in the deserted 
street, watchinj^ the raiiti-drnpa as they 
pattered on the Htones ; tliat death 
was coming upon him by inthea—and 
that there were none to com for or 
help hiiTV 

Suddenly he started up in the ex*- 
tremity of teiTor. He had heard his 
own voice ahoiiting in tlie night air, 
he knew not what, or why. Hark I A 
groan I—^anotlier * Hta aensea vera 
leaving him ; half-foi'med and in co¬ 
herent words burnt fnnn his hps ; and 
his hands sought to tear and iaeerate 
Ills flesh. He was giving mad,, and ho 
shrieked for help till his voice failed 
him. ^ 

He raised hi* head, and looked up 
the Long dismal street. He recollected 
that outcasts bke lijuiwlf, condemn pd 
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to w^TidsF day and nij^ht iii tl^o^ 
dreadful aiPtfi^iaf had aoiii(>tinie« 
diatra^ited wli^i th^tr utvji 
He reiDt^mhered to have li&^rd Tiiauv 
yeara befnre ttiat a homeless wi'etefi 
had Once been fiiniid in a solitary 
comer, sliai'petiiii;' a rusty knife to 
plunge into kls own heart, prelerrlng 
death to that eniliea^f weary, wan do 
b]g to and fro In an instant Lns 
resolve waa taken, his limbs receded 
new life ; he ran quickly from the 
spot, and paused not for broath uutil 
hie reached the rivcr-siiie. 

He crept tviftly down Iheaieep atone 
stairs that lend Fnnm the corntnencMi- 
lAentof Waterloo liridge, down to the 
water's leveL He crouched into a 
earner, and held his bi’cath. An the 
patrol pneaf'd. Never did prianncr’e 
heart tliri>b with the hfipe of lilwrty 
and life half so eagerly as did that of 
the wretched man at the inro-^^pect 
death. Tlic watch passed cl use bohim^ 
but he reotained unohserv^d 'f and 
after wauing till the «uuudof fixiteU'pa 
had died away in the di^^Unce. he 
cautiously descended, and ato^^d be' 
neath the gloomy arch that forms the 
landing-place from tlie river. 

Tlie ttde was in, and the water 
flowed at his feek The rain had 
caasoi], the wind wag lulled, and all 
was, for iLie mouienit, etdl and ijuict— 
so quiet, that the slightest sound on the 
opposite bank, even ihe rippling of the 
water against the liarges that wei^e 
moared thci^, W114 distinctly audible ta 
bis eari The strcAiu stole langimlly 
and sluggishly on* Strange and faii^ 
tutic torius rose to tho surface, and 


beckoned him to approach; dark 
gleaming eyes peered Ironi the water^ 
and seetiicd to tiicick his bcentartiuU, 
while ludiow murmurs from behind^ 
urged him onwards. He retreatod a 
few paces, took a sliort I'un^ dvaperate 
leap, nud plunged iutr> the river. 

Not hvc seconds had passed when 
he rose to the water’s surface—but 
what a change had taken place in that 
fthort time, in all bis tliougbts aud 
feelings J Life—^liife —in any form, 
ovei-ty^ misery, starvation—^anything 
Ut death. He fought and struggled 
with the water that closed over his 
head^uud s^^rcamed in agonies of terror. 
I’he curse of his own sun rang in his 
ears. The shore—but one foot of dry 
ground —he enuM almost touch tho 
htep. One hand’s brc,idtli nearer, and 
be was saved—but the tide Ume hi in 
onward, under the dark arclios of the 
bridge, and he sank tfp the bottoia. 

Again he rtwe, and for life* 

Fur one instant—fur i»uc brJet' instant 
—thjfl build inge on tlie river^a baukA, 
the lights on tlin bridge llmmgh which 
the current had home him, the black 
water, and the fast'Hyiitg cIoiIiIh, wore 
dibtinctly visible—uiice uioi'e he tsuiik, 
and once again he rose, llnglit hame^ 
of fire shot up from earth to heaven, 
and reeled before his fyes, wliilo the 
water thundered in Ins ears, and 
Btunnod lihn with Us furioua roar. 

A week afterwards lbs b^dv was 
wanhed ashore, fKimc miles down the 
river, a Bwollen and diahgiired mad. 
UDi'CCogniscd and uiipitled, it Waa 
borne to the gi'ave ; and there it has 
long since mouldered away 1 


TKE END. 
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